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DISCOURSE I. 



Genesis ii. 1 — 3. 

• 

* ^%Hg the heavens amd the earth were finished, end aU the host oftkem. 
-^md on the seventh day God ended his work which he had made ; 
^9ui he rested on the sevenUi day from aU his work which he had 
»t4u2e. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it; because 
^hat in it he had rested from aU his work which God created and 
me^*" 

BiBVERAii sQccessiTe meetings have been recently held in 

^Hb city, by a number of ministers of the gospel and other 

Christians, for the purpose of conyersing on the subject 

Q>f the prafiemation of the Babbath, and of consulting as to 

^ most eligible means of counteracting the progress of 

^ growing eviL I shall not trouble you with any de- 

M of the various proposals suggested, and partially or 

^^toUy adopted, on these occasions. The one only needs 

to be mentioned, in fulfilment of which I now address 

7^ It was resolved, that the ministers of Christ, of all 

doQominatioBS, in the city and neighbourhood, should be 

'guested to call th^ attention of their respective congre- 

P&m» to the 4nibject simultaneously ; so as, if possible, 

»Y the very &ct of their bearing a concurrent testimony 

^^^ectkig it, by previous agreement, upim the same day^k 



a g^eral impulse might be given to the public mind, and 
a feeling excited, congenial with their own, at once of 
regret for the spreading mischief, and of solicitude for the 
proper application of the needful remedies. What these 
should be, belongs to a future part of the discussion, 
which I shall not now anticipate. For it is not my in- 
tention to confine myself to a single discourse, and that 
discourse restricted to the one topic of Sabbath pro^a* 
tion. I mean to enter pretty largely, in a series of Ser- 
mons, into the general subject of the obligation and ob- 
servance of the weekly sabbatical rest. It would be 
preposterous, to go at once to the eonsideraticm of the 
mode of observing the day, till we have satisfttetorSy 
ascertained the scriptural authority for obserring it ata^* 
This authority I do not wish to assume ; because it has 
been disputed ; and because I have never been fully satis- 
fied with the grounds on which the obligation, under the 
Christian economy, has usually been made to rest. Not 
that these grounds are either imtenable, or insufficient^ 
but that, in my apprehension, there are additional gitouiidi, 
still stronger and more direct, which, though they have 
been adverted to by some advocates of the Christian Sak* 
bath, have been overlooked by others, and have by none 
had that degree of weight attached to them, to which they 
seem to be entitled. < , 

In saying this, I should wish to be understood as refer-, 
ring both to the obligaition of the day, and to the manner 
of its observance. On both points, it is of essential im-t 
portonce to ascertain scriptural principles. Our rebukea 
of Sabbath-profanation can come with comparatively 
feeble power and partial effect upon the conscience, when 



wd hare left- unsettled qaertioiis and miiatisfied doubts 
and sormises in the mind, with regard to the obligation 
of obaervaaoe :^-and even when we may be supposed to 
hare settled the obligation on sufficient grounds ; we may 
find it Mcoeedingly ^fficult to draw a oonect line between 
obsenranee and profimation in Tarious departments of our 
admonitions to duty and cautions against sin, — and shall 
be in danger of learing, on the one hand, sources of super- 
stitious and gloomy fear^olness, and, on the other, Jesuiti- 
cal exeu^es lor laxity of disposition, and convenient out- 
lets for consciences that are beset by worldly temptations, 
«*i4uilesa we can, either from direct precepts or from ap- 
-f tored'Intamples, establisfa some general principle or prin- 
J^^yiicapehhf'^i extensrre tmd easy application to par- 
iMdttreases^' 

It is a point of &ot disputed by none, that the seventh- 
day Sabbath was observed by the Jewish people, under 
the ancient economy ; and by none who believe that eco- 
nomy to have been divine is it doubted, that amongst 
them it was not a self-authorised celebration, but an insti- 
tute of Jehovah. One great question, therefore, is — 
Was it peculiar to that people, or was it, in its origin and 
obligation, conmion to mankind ? Did the observance com- 
mence with the divine legation of Moses, or did it com- 
mence at the time referred to in our text ? Did the obli- 
gadon* terminate with the Mosaic economy, or did it re- 
main in force under the Christian ? And, if we should 
ascertain it to have begun at creation, and to have con- 
tinued under Christianity, what authority have we for ob- 
servii^, as our sabbatical rest, the first day of the week, 
iniktead of the seventh ? These are questions, to which a 



satisfactory answer is indisp^isable, before we proceed to 
the subsequent inqniry, << How is the Sabbath to be sanc- 
tified?" that we may be properly assured in our own 
minds, whether, in keeping sacred the first day of the 
week, we are really doing the will of God, or whether we 
are performing an act of mere will- worship, and, widiout 
the sanction of his authority, retaining a part of the yoke 
of bondage, the burdensome ritual of an abolished dis- 
pensation. 

When I ask the question, Was the Sabbath a merely 
Jewish Institution, or tpos it a moral duty of universal and 
permanent obligation f — some of my hearers may naturally 
enough be startled at the inquiry, and think it a very 
strange one. " A merely Jewish Institution I" they will 
say — << how can that be ? who can possibly entertain such 
a fancy, when, in the words which you have just read as 
the ground of your discourse, we have so simple -and ex- 
plicit a statement of the day having been divinely set 
apart at the time of the creation of the world ?'* For the 
surprise which might thus be expressed, there exists, in 
my judgment, very good reason. The conclusion drawn 
from the language of the text — (if that may be called a con- 
clusion from it, which is rather its direct and explicit dedara- 
tion)—- is the conclusion, not of ignorance or inconsidera- 
tion, but, in spite of the high authority I am about to mte 
to the contrary, that of sound understanding and common 
sense. To those of my hearers in whose minds the text 
has appeared, as well it might, decisive of the question, it 
is necessary to mention, that in the opinion of some writ- 
ers, later and more remote, and especially of one scripture 
moralist, whose judgment is, in many respects, «alitledto 



deference, the seventk day was tioi set apart for saored 
observance at the time of the creation; — that there was 
no such divine institute till the departure of the Israelites 
from Egypt, two thousand five himdred years afterwards ; 
and that the historian, himself an Israelite, in giving the 
inspired accoimt oi the creation, takes notice of the 
Sabbadi only incidentally and by anticipation, that ac- 
count, with which the institution was subsequently asso- 
ciated, having naturally enough suggested it to his mind I 
— This is the opinion of the justly celebrated Dr. Paley.* 
** As the seventh day," says he, " was erected into a sab- 
bath cm accoimt of 6od*s resting upon that day from the 
work of creation ; it was natural enough in the historian, 
when he had related the history of the creation and of 
€k>d's ceasing from it on the seventh day, to add, ' And 
God blessed the Sabbath day and sanctified it, because 
that on it he had rested from all his work which the Lord 
God created and made,' — although the blessing and sano- 
tification, L e. the religious distinction and appropriation 
of the day, was not actually made for many ages after- 
wards. The words do not assert that (rod then blessed 
and sanctified the seventh day, but that he blessed and 
ganctified it for that reason : and if any ask why the Sab- 
bath or sanctification of the seventh day was then men- 
ti<med, if it was not ^en appointed, the answer is at hand ; 
the order of connexion, not of time, introduced the men- 

* I select Dr. Paley, not only on account of his desenred eminence 
as a writer, in the theological and moral literature of our country, but 
because, on this as on other subjects, he brings his argument into short 
ixMBpasB^ and states it with brevity and precision.— Wbethar he con- 
Tiaoes you or not, he never leaves you at a loss to understand him. 
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tion of the Sabbath in the history of the subject which it 
was ordained to commemorate."* 

Here, then, is the point to the settlement of which our 
attention must, in the first instance, be directed ; — namely, 
whether or not the seventh day was actually set apart as 
a day of religious rest at the time when it is first men- 
tioned, in immediate connexion with the finishing of the 
work of creation. This, according to Dr. Paley's own 
admission, is the turning point of the controversy re- 
specting the imiversality and perpetuity of the obliga- 
tion. It is fvJly granted by this eminent writer, that if 
the Sabbath was instituted immediately after the creation, 
it must be regarded as a command given to the progeni- 
tors of our race, and so obligatory (m all the race alike, in 
aU succeeding generations. " If the divine command " 
(such are the terms of his admission) << was actually' de- 
livered at the creation, it was addressed, no doubt, to the 
whole human species alike, and continues, unless repealed 
by some subsequent revelation, binding upon all who come 
to the knowledge of it. If the command was pubH^ed 
for the first time in the wilderness, then it was directed 
to the Jewish people alone ; and something farther, eith(»r 
in the subject or circumstances of the command, will be 
necessary to show that it was designed for any other.** 
>< The former opinion precludes all debate about the ex- 
tent of the obligation : the latter admits, «nd, prima faeiey 
induces a belief, that the sabbath ought to be considered 
as part of the peculiar law of the Jewish policy." 



* Paley't Moral and Political I'hiloeophy, Sect. «n Sabbatical Insti* 
tutions. 



It is comfortable, when a controvergy is thus brought 
to a point, of which the determination is admitted to leave 
no room for further discussion ; when the ground is thus 
narrowed, and the consequence of satisfactory proof ac- 
knowledged to be sure. And I have said thus much, to 
show you, that the point we . are about to consider is of 
essential importance to our coming to a just conclusion oi^ 
the great general question. 

Look again, then, in the first place, to the terms of our 
text, — the passage which contains the first mention of the 
Sabbath: — <<Thus the heavens and the earth were fin<* 
ished, and all the host q£ them. And on the seventh day 
God ended his work which he had made ; and he rested 
on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. 
And Crod blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it ;he* 
cause that in it he had rested from all his work which 
God created and made." 

■ There is at present no dispute about the meaning of the 
words used by the historian. It is, on both sides, admit- 
tedf diat by the seventh day being ** sanctified" is meant 
its being set apart to religious purposes^ as sacred or holy ; 
the same sense in which the word is often used afterwards^ 
in the writings of Moses, in application to things and sea- 
.sons, as well as to persons. The sole question is, whether 
the day was thus set apart aJt that time, I am most thor-' 
oughly convinced that it was, and astonished that to any 
mind it should ever have appeared otherwise ; and I am 
now to state the grounds of this conviction. Amongst 
these, I cannot but notice, 

I. In the first place, the jo/ot/i and simple language of ike 
pmwge iiself. I need not read it again* Only bear in 
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appears indispataibley that ^^man" miuit here be nnder^ 
stood generically,— that is, of the hnman nee. Hie wordsy^ 
naturally and irresistibly, lead our minds to tlie lime ol 
his being << made," — ^the time of creation. Hie Sabbath 
was not first created, and man created to obserre it : huP 
man was first created, and the Sabbath was institnted tar 
his b^iefit. Even if the first part of the antithesb had 
stood alone-— '^ The Sabbath was made for man^^i the in^ 
ferenoe would have been natural, that man did not mean 
the Jews merely, but mankind ; when the other part is 
added — << Not man for Uie Sabbath," it becomes miaT0id»- 
ble : — the associatimi ia clearly established, by die aatJi^ 
rity of Christ himself, of the institution of the Sabbatii( 
with the creation of man ; and the Sabbath itself « tiliiiip> 
ascertained to have heea an ordinance appointed for the 
first progenitors of our race, and for all their progeny. ' 
3. I foimd a third argument on the language of'tiie 
inspired author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, chap. tr«' 
3 — 5, <' For we which have believed do enter into rest : as 
he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, if they shall enter 
into my rest ; although the works were finished firom: the 
foundation of the world. For he spake in a oertain j^aee. 
of the seventh day on this wise. And God did rest tiie^ 
seventh day from all his works. And in this place again, - 
If they shall ^iter into my rest." We shall have occasioii' 
to illustrate the whole of this passage at some length in a 
future discourse. The principle on which it bears upon' 
our present arg^ument is very obvious. The words which' 
have been quoted, clearly. imply that the seventh-day rest 
had been << entered into'* from the beginning. Withowl* 
this, the contimuty and force of the Apostle's reasoniag 
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are gpcme. The mere finishing of Jehorah's work» and Atr 
owm lestmg firom it, would hare heen nedung to his pni^ 
pose ; heeanse it mig^ still hare left the rest to be 
entered into 6y kiM people afterwards. Now, when the 
Apostle quotes the words of God — << I sware in my wrath 
tfiey shall not enter into my rest," he does not, in distin- 
gnishrag this from the sabbatical rest, say — << Although^ 
before this oath of interdiction and exclusion was uttered, 
the rest of the serenth day had been instituted in the wil^ 
demeee fir the obeervanee ef Israd;" bnt, " althoogh the 
woiks were finished from the creation of the world*'— -in- 
timating most clearly, both in^langnage and argument, that 
ikat vest had been *< entered into'* from the time of the 
finishing of ereation. 

4. 1 argue the same thing, in the fourth place, from the 
admitted origin of the division of time into weeks of seven 
days. It is di£Kcnlt, if not impossible, to trace this divi* 
sion to any other origin. The phases of the moon, in- 
deed^ or her four quarters, as we are accustomed to term 
theniy have been plausibly allied as affording a sufficiently 
natural tceonnt of it ; but a lunar montii does not cor- 
fespond wilJi four times seven days-— exceeding the four 
weeks by a full day and a half. Yet this hebdomadal 
dhriskm of time has existed among all nations, in north, 
south, east, and west, from the earliest periods to which 
history and tradition reach; and it is a curious fact, that, 
amfdst all the foigetfulness of God, and the fearfrd d^e- 
neracy and corruption of mankind and of divine institu- 
tions, in this our world, hints of the sacredness of the 
leventh day occur in very ancient heathen poets, and rem- 
■sois (^ the practice of its observance are found to have 
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mil along eziitedaaimigvt the diiiereBt tribes of the 

faiiiily.~»Noiry oar mrgommtt m thk. If thu diTiikni of 

time had the origin tkna aiaigned to it» the raeww of if 

mnst, of conrM» hare been originally knoim^ namdlyy the 

fiwt of the Creator's having made the worid in six drnfM, 

and UNited on the seventh.-— 6od-a << resting" nrnum tmm 

thingSy— his ceuaiion from his wwk, and hb osNyiil0Q0M|r 

in it. These two things are expressed in the langoagi^ of 

Moses ehiewhere, Exod. xxxi. 17. <^ For in- six days tiM 

Lord made heaven and earth; and on the seventh day he 

msjfedf, and«0a« r^nshedm'* To no one who is even superficially 

versant in the HolyScriptures, can it be neoessary to say, that 

snoh terms as these, when applied to Deity, are not meant 

to convey any such ideas as those of repose from fatigiw, 

and t^ recruiting of exhausted strength. The first words, 

indeed, of the narrative of creation should be enough to^ 

silence the profanity of the sco£Per, and to command into- 

awe the leer of hb soomfrd countenance—*' Crod said. Let 

there be light ; and tiiere was light." The Book wUdi 

opens with such an exhibition of the divine omnipotsnoe, 

-—containing so striking an exen^lification of the sentH 

ment, that of lofty conceptions the simplest eaqwession, is 

the most sublime, — ^is not to be interpreted as, only a ftiw 

sentences after, sinking the Almighty from the lofty nu^ 

jesty in which it had thus enthroned him, by representing 

him as the subject of weariness and exhaustion. If there 

be one quality, indeed, by which the inspired aooonnt of 

creation is more distinguished than by others, it is its 

divine simplicity, the entire absence of every thing like 

efibrt or labour, on the part <tf the << Mig^ity Maker," in 

bringing into being the various portimis of the stiqiendons 
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nniTsne. He " qpcatas and it ii done ; he^onmiatwii, and 

it atvida &st :?'«*.<« Tte ererlatting God, the Loird, tlie 

Creator of the ends of the earth, fiunteth not, neither is* 

weary : there i» no aeardiing of his onderBtaiiding.*' It 

18 tnw 4at coreation oeonpied a certain portion of time : 

hot n«t liiLMna onmipotenoe reqnired it^ The same word 

that emmnandfld into eziatende the racoeenTe parte eonld, 

widL eqnal eaae, hy one fiat^ have conunanded the whole. 

Bat 'there was a dedgn in its heing ordered otherwise ; 

and the design related to man. It was, tofffire oommenoe* 

ment to snch a division of time amongst ihe inhabitantaof 

tim: niew-lbmied world, as should connect the finished work 

of careajtion with a conmiemoradTe day. Between the 

dirine eternity (let it be recoUeoted) and the divisions of 

time, there can subsist no possible rdation. WhiAi ^e 

eternal God, therefore, is represented as << resting" in con- 

aeidoD. with cr dlo^y— « limited portion of t]me,i>— the repro- 

wtatiwi nmst, of necessity, have reference to his are»- 

tores, and ta that order which he intended should be ob- 

aorred amongst them. This is clear. To speak of days 

in the eternity of the Godhead, is a sheer absurdity. From 

dub it follows, (and here retnms the pmnt of our argn- 

ment,) that if God's restingon the seventh day was known 

\f^ WM^ lk^ rmum of it mmA ohB ha»9 hem kmmih. But 

to wJHt does this amount ? Why to this : that the very 

cooatenoe of the dirbion of time into wedcs, or periods of 

seven days, necessarily implies the knowledge, on the 

pwt o£ meO) of the ^vine intention with regard to a 6ab- 

badu Days bek>ng to creatures, not to the Creator; and, 

£Dr my own part^ I am altogether nnaUe to imagine, how 

the ciranmstanoe of God's resting from his work on the 
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bevenik day oould possibly be known, withont the porpose 
being also known that tlus day was to be a day of saored 
rest, and religious obserFance to men.' The mere cetmih 
Hon from tiia work of creatioii oonki, of ooorse, occupy no 
time whatever ; and the representation of Dmtyy as retting 
for a serenth revolution of time, equal to eadi of the wjc 
preceding revolutions, could be nothing more than an im« 
pressive mode of intimating to his creatures his* intentioii 
and his will, respecting their oenduct int reference to th«l 
day. And if so, the Sabbath must have been knowh and 
observed from the banning. 

5. The same thing is apparent^ fifthly, from the very teiwa 
in which the first mention is made of the Sabbath, by the 
historian of the Bxodus, — ^the terms whidi, aecording^ to 
Dr. Paley, record its first institution. Look to the pas- 
sage — Exod. xvi. 16-*-d0. The historian is tpeakiugof 
the Manna ; and having described its i^pearaiiee, andi tii0 
inquisitive surprise of the people on seeing^ it, he tlma 
proceeds ^— <^ This is the thing which the Lord hath oeni^ 
manded. Gkither of it every man aoecM-ding to his eatings 
an omer for every man, according to the number of yoQP 
persons ; take ye every man for them which are in hm 
tents. And the children of Isradi did 00, and gathiired^' 
some mcnre, some less. And Yihmk they did meteit witii 
an omer, he that gathered much had nothing over, and ho 
that gathered little had no lack : they gathered every nuod' 
according to his eating. And Moses said, Let no :niaii> 
leave of it till the morning. Notwithstanding, they heariii- 
ened not unto Moses ; but some of them left of it until tiio 
morning, and it bred worms, and stank: and Mosm wan. 
wroth with them. And /they gathered it every momiiig^' 
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every man aooordiiig to his eating : and when the ran 
waxed hot, it melted. And it came to pass, that on the 
sixth day they gathered twice as mnch hread, two omers 
for one man : and all the rulers of the congregation came 
and told Moses. And he said nnto them, This is that 
whidi the Lord hath said. To-morrow is the rest of the 
holy Sabhath onto the Lord : hake that whidi jre will hake 
to-day, and seethe that ye will seethe ; and that whichre- 
maineth over lay xxp for yon, to be kept nntil the morn- 
ing. And ^hey laid it up till the morning, as Moses bade ; 
and it did not stink, neither was there any worm therein. 
And Moses said, fiat that to-day ; for to-day is a sabba^ 
unto the Lord : to-day ye shall not find it in the field. Six 
days ye shall gather it ; but on the serenth day, which is 
the 8id>bath, in it there shall be none. And it came to 
pass, that there went out some of the people on the seventh 
day for to gather, and they found none. And the Lord 
said unto Moses, How long refuse ye to keep my com- 
mandments and my laws ? See, for tibat the Lord hath 
given yoa the Sabbath, therefore he giveth you on the 
sixth day the bread of two days : abide ye every man in 
his place; let no man go out of his place on the seventh 
day. So the people rested on the seventh day." 

Having read Uie passage, I would put the question to 
any man of ordinary understanding and candid simplicity, 
whether he can imagine this to be the manner in which a* 
Feligioiis observance, entirely new, quite unknown before, 
woold have been first l^^y instituted ? Whether is it- 
likeet the formality of legislation, or the incidental men- 
tion of an institution previously known ? Nay, more. In 
the twenty-8econd.verse^ it is said— << And it came to pass 
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tint on the mxthiaj they gathered twice as mnch bread, 
two omen for one man ; and all the rulers of the ccmgre- 
gation came, and told Moses.'* This circomstance merita 
special notice. What did the rulers report to Moses ? 
One of two things. Eiither they told the &ct of this 
donble gadiering on the sixth day, as a thing which they 
themselyes had not anticipated, and which tiiey feared 
might be a riolation of the order respecting the quantity 
to be collected daily ;^-or they reported it as an act of 
obedience, on the part of the people, to a previous intim»- 
tion,— «telUng Moses that they had done as had been com- 
manded. On the former supposition, it will follow, that 
tibe people had pursued this course on the sixth day oftim 
own accordy anticipating the sabbatical rest of the sevooth. 
On the latter supposition, Moses had made known, ta tibe 
rulers and to the people, the intimation whidi had been 
made by Jehovah to himself. What, then, were the terms 
of that intimation ? It is contained in the fifikh verse o£ 
the chapter : — " and it shall come to pass, that on the sixth 
day they shall prepare that which they bring in; and.it 
shall be twice as much as they gathw daily.'* On either 
of the two suppositions, the inference is dear. If Moses 
had not yet commnnicated this divine intimation to tha.^ 
people, and the people gathered their double portion on 
the sixth day i^tkar own accord^ it follows that the rest--- 
of the seventh day was known and £uniliar to tfteau If, 
on the contrary, the communication had been made to 
them by Moses, and they acted in conformity to it» stiU 
the terms in which the intimation is made by Jehovah to^ 
Moses himself, imply, with equal clearness, that the seventh- 
day rest was known and hx/aiJiutJakm. For God makes^ 
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the intiiiiirtiQn, that a double quantity of die Mmaa sfakiuld 
£dl, and giyes the order diat a doable quantity ahould be 
gathered and pr^ared, without assigning ioat these things 
any reason whatever; wfaichy on the supposition of no 
sabbatical obserranoe of the seventh day having previ* 
oualy esdsted, and no distinction between that day asd 
other days9*^is ntteiiy unacooontdl>le : whereas, on the 
contrary supposition, that of its previous celebration, all ia 
natural^ and precisely as we should have expected it to 
be. — When the fact of the people's gathering double en 
the sixth day was reported by die rulers to Moses, he 
gave his approving sanction (as on either of the preced* 
ing auppositiai^he must of course have done) to this part of 
their ccnduct ; and he added the command, that, having dono 
right in gaikering doable, they should Airther respect the 
<<reat of die holy Sabbath,*' hymakingreadi^ on the sixth day 
what might be required for the consumption of die seventh. 
When he says— «^ This is that which the Lord hath said, 
To-morrow is the foal of die holy Sabbath unto the Lord; 
bake that whidi ye will bake to->day, and seethe that ye 
will seethe ;" it is evident, that the thing commanded is net 
csoBtained in the words, " To-morrow is the rest of the 
holy Sabbadi unto the Lord " but that these words are 
the afliimation of a known fact, and that this known £ict 
is assigned as the reason of the thing commanded — '< bake 
that ye will bake to-day, and seethe that ye will seethe." For 
my own part, I can fancy nothing more unreasonable, dian 
to interpret this passage as the original institution of die 
seventh-day rest, — the law of- the Sabbath. If I had said 
to any one of you yesterday,—" I intend to-morrow to 
set out on a journey from home,*'— ryou would,* with pro-; 
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priety, have said to me in reply, '< To-morrow is the Sab- 
bath :'' and your language would have proceeded on the 
assumption that the &ct was known and familiar to my 
mind as well as to yours ; but that, from some cause or other 
at the moment, I had forgotten the time at which I was 
speaking. So when Moses says, << To-morrow is the Sab- 
bath,'' he proceeds upon the assumption of a pre-existing 
and familiar &ct, as much as you would do in Ihe answer I 
have supposed you to make to my proposal,«^a feust familiar 
to himself,,, and fEuniliar to the people. 

It is alleged, I am aware, that there is no intimation in 
the narrative of this being << the revival of an old forgotten 
institution.'' Granted. But what is the legitimate infer- 
ence ? Is the conclusion an unreasonable one, that it wag 
not a forgotten Institution ? An Institution may continue 
for a. length of time to be only partially observed, or 
even not observed at aU, when its regular observance is 
prevented by the necessity of the case, and yet not be for- 
gotten. On the supposition, therefore, that the peculiar 
condition of the children of Israel, during the servitude of 
Eigypt, had interfered with the regular celebration of the 
sabbatical rest,* it does not follow that it was goi^e fi*oin 
their remembrance. Conceiving the language of the pas- 
sage, in the Book of Exodus, to be altogether unlike what 



* This, however, although chremnstanees may be eonridcrecl as 
giving it much probability, is not, in all its extent at least, a certainty. 
<* Theantiquity of the Sabbath," says Bishop Horsley, " was a thing so 
wdl understood among the Jews themselves, that some of their Rab- 
bias had the vanity to pretend thai an oxact adherenoe to the obsemu 
tlon of this day, under the severities of the Egyptian servitude, was the 
merit by which their anoeston. procured a miraculous deliverance.** 



10 



imftt have te^^med rmpffdtmg atfewaod iitlei4y naknown 
histitatioMy i kwk upon it- d9 contaniiagf Batnfiiotor^'^ru 
dmce of ibe^coatnir^ i* *fiuillMwetier'partially and irrega-* 
larly -obserVewM it kad imA; beeii fbrgotten. • ' '^ 

' The incidmit' rdicopded iti-tliai passag^^ I need not re- 
nkSnd yoH, 'praeeded %fae gii^ng* of die law^m fikid. '* I 
liaTe now, then, to'iiotioe^ in ftntlier corroboration of the 
pnsriong ^^sdsteAee of the iSabhath^^ ^ . .* 
w 6. 'id tibe sixth jphioe; tk^iehns af^Mlam-kse^.^ Ybu 
Wfll'find them, £xod.>xx. 8-^1 1. '• ^& Ri<in6nAer the flttb« 
balh^d^; to keep it h6ly. " 8ix dajis ^faalt'lliDu Mbdor, 
and do all thy » work; Batthl^ seventh dayiferdiesaibhath 
af Ihe-ljo^d thy €tod:"in it diou shalt net'dvfury woirk> 
liMii, iiev thy (Bon, nor iliy daBghter^^iy*nianRterf^t^ nor 
Ay maidns^nrant, nor «hy eattle, nor thy iftnuiger 4hat i§ 
tnthinthy gfatea: For in six days the Lord lAade hearen 
and earth, ihe sea^ and all that in them -is,' and rested the 
•evefeth iky t wherefore the Lord* blessed the ^abbs^day, 
and "haHoffrad it."-^It wiM hot be dispated/thial^the IaB«> 
pMigBf << Remember dw sahbath^dayj; toke€^ i^holy/^*48 
iangoage wbicli' aasnmes, or ^presappos^s itfe^ existence. 
k grant, 'that if by any one who hears 'omthe'or^^wia/ tiij^ 
iuthn t>f ihi^ Sabbath <can' be oonsidered as eonfatilied^ 
the sixteenth ehi^>ter '^ of the ' same -Book, on^' wUoh' we 
hare been'oommentUig, then 4hia style ^ihaj^ be >eottsist- 
^My^enoiigh eiq»liiined« - But -if tho words in that paasi^ne 
*<-T6-inorrow is the rest of the holy Sabbath unto the 
Lord,'' cannot^ on any natural principle, be interpreted as 
tho'ftret enactment of 'the lii{wof«the'6abba(th^^he»the 
ttnnt df^the foorth commandmeMnmst 'refer to'a inoi« 
ancient time of institution : and there is no other to wJiich 
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it caa'rofer but; the time of creatioii — the time iti our 
text. That it has this reference, and can have no oth«r,ii 
rendered most strikingly manifest bj the terms of thf . 
reason assigned in this commandment for its obsenranoe: 
— << for in six days the Lord.made heaven and earth, the 
sea and all that in them is, and rested the seventh dayi 
whenfore the Lord Idessed the sabbaUt'da^ and kallomed iC. 
It has commonly been said, that << blessed" and << hal- 
lowed," being verbs in the past tense, must refer to past 
time and previous institution ; and that if this had been 
the first institution, the verbs would have been in the 
present tense — '^ wherefore the Lord blesseih the seventh 
day, and haUoweik it." Dr. Paley would reply — << It is 
not pretended that the fourth commandment contains the 
first institution of the Sabbath ; its institution took plaee 
before, at the time of the manna." And, although we 
might think the reference unreasonable to so recent a dlils^ 
we could not deny that it was past time, and would 
dierefbre warrant the use of verbs in the past tense^-^ 
But the conclusion that the reference is to a more remote 
period is, in; my mind, irresistible, on another ground—— 
In the reason of observance — <' wherefore the Lord blessed 
the seventh day and hallowed it," there is, most evidently, 
a reference to the terms of some previous record of the 
institution of the Sabbath. Now, when was the seventh 
day blessed and hallowed ? Where are such terms odq- 
plpy^ ? In the narrative of the manna, when the insti* 
tution is supposed .to have tidcen place, we have nothing 
of; the kind. Where, then, in the preceding history, are 
these words {^insikuiton (for so they may with the strict- 
est propriety be called) to b^ found? The answer is, they 
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• 

a^hi our -tttiLt^'W«lMPre them lieiie; «id wb hUfeihmxt 

iiowk«p« else» -If AeUramm-At fhmAeomammimoA 

<!<> tiot retoto tiMseof oortext, wftinaow^— thinyAe 

to whinb t^iey tSftn JielBr» And if thef do, :|Ihii «Hir text 

nnut.iicmtBitnly bemidcratood m a hiitiorii(»dj«lart»iDent 

of wlnt Jtook'pkiM M'tke time, aot ae amare gptifif fttkw of 

wliit^vaaioiig>afiteE:tOt4ake plane is die wfldenma0k>*Tiiie 

twt:j|;liiiigii are-'^piita inooMpaliUerf - If, ii#heni«qooted^riii 

tiw*ffowitb'iOammandment, thqy vtefer Wurluil'iiirds ^aetr; 

dMr}»ii»imibl^#henai8ed in the text, foe aukioipaliinreiaffwhat 

wmr to 'cenej The quotaticm. iavrthelfoiiFlh tcowmaaihueBU 

may jaailyibe^eoiMideiped te<ckniftaiiytigf te affinaaliu>]i»iibflt 

whei tiiefle«|rardtw«*-^ the Lord Iblesgad v^hfivteifeiithucbigii' 

ami fawiwftififgd ■l,!!>»rene used fin ithe hiBtnary, timiiftBhlyith 

\nm^i^sAi^Mitdkli^iiBnt tha wdrde-'are ufied>QB^hflt»s; and 

heseitjIimH'ilia dftfiike authonfeyi, wetharecthe iB^tatiooaiid 

trmtidatevcf » the SaUoth^-t^LloiQiVF. nol^wbttiief:.£ hnsfe 

made>m]riideaa ideaFfy; imderstood, :hut tt> Qny^ oimtflauid 

thia-fvieir of^e matter is inttsisdhly ODiiclnpiTfw riot lut 

ThsB ift^dippeare that while, on the onehaodt tb#)liw(^ 

giia(|e .of ^our 'UsHt lin. the Book of Geneais .oanaoty.wiidiOHt 

mmaAhralatiiBayi^, be interpreted Mif aa in0titiitioii;to»loU^i 

pUM'^in.'fidP^remete^rtnrityt. neilihieff, on th» tcidi^^rosa: 

thb ]im|^aagviin.4he B(9okio£ Exodtt» h&iilil;eq>r9t«4k9r^-, 

cfeUieiBukr! 8innning^o£.a4iew.efad.|»eTi^^ 

-niaiie'aieeylioweirer^fioineAUeged difficoltiea in the w^y^. 
wkidi are deisefTing'. of particular notice. 

It ia objected to the auppositioa oi Ihe Sabhath h^vii^ 
esdgfed if cm the beginning, that litUe or no notice cf iiis to 
U fMimdmAe inured '4k>eouni ^ th cu^eM and 
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pairiareial ages^^^lt would be nnomdid to deny that tlik^ 
M a sn^ular fact, and an apparentlj strong' objectieni. 
The following remarks will mitigate its forte, and showit 
to be at least inconclusive. 

1 . In the Mosaic history, toeeks are spoken of as amongst 
the ordinary well-known divisions of time. Now, if the 
observations formerly made be well foonded, in pfooi^ 
from this division of time, of the original knowiedge of 
the Sabbath, and of the reason of its institution, there is 
sorely more than a probability that it continued to be 
known among the worshippers of the true God. 

Of the division of time into periods of seven days, one 
of the most interesting exemplifications occurs in the his*- 
tory of Noah. When this second father of our race sent 
forth the raven from the Ark, why tarried he setfen days 
before he sent forth the dove ? — and when this messenger 
returned, why other seven days, before he sent her forth 
the second time ? and other seven again, when she eame 
back with the symbol of peace, ere he gave her her third 
and final dismission ? — Why seven, rather than six, or 
eight, or tenf — Why, but because the interval was a 
week? And the supposition is as pleasing as it is proba- 
ble, that these winged scouts were sent out on the Sab- 
bath, the day of holy rest, on which, from the little com- 
pany in the Ark, the only living remnant of a desolated 
world, the worship of praise and prayer ascended to the 
God of judgment and of mercy; when they bowed to his 
awful vengeance, and cast themselves on his gracious and 
taiighty protection.* 

• In the aecoimt given by the historian, of the respectiTe characters 
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• 2. Hie fbOowbig circnnisteaceB arealfo tobe weighed :-. 
That the history is dittiiigiiighed by succiiictnesB and bre- 
YJty;.— that, on the supposition of the Sabbath having 



aod offerings of Caio and Abel, an expression is used, wliich, by some 
critioil if not witli certainty, yet with considerable probability, has been 
etpUned of the weekly sabbatical worship. The aeeount Is contained 
in Gen. itv S— 6. ** And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain 
bcpoght of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord. And 
Abd, he also brought of the firstlings of his flocic, and of the fat there- 
of. And the Lord had respect unto Abel, and to his offering. But onto 
Clin, and to his offering, he had not respect. And Cain was Tsrj 
wroth, and his countenance felL*' The original phrase, translated <* t» 
froeess of timet** is rendered on the margin more literally, " in the end of 
dap.** Our translation implies the lapse of some considerable portion 
<if time in the life of man, at the close of which both the brothers 
Ws«fbt their respective oblations. Yet this cannot well mean, in the 
pnient case, the period of their growth from infancy to maturity, or 
numhood ; both because it is unnatural to suppose this happening, as 
to both, the older and the younger, at one time, and because, in the 
pii^Beediog verses, they are spoken of according to their distinctive secn- 
lur occupations^ and consequently as already in youth or manhood. 
Yet it is obvious, that the two brothers " brought" their offieriogs at 
<>*« time to one place g and that the testimony of divine approbation was 
given to that of A1>el in Cain's presence, and, in all probability, in pre- 
i<oei of others also ; and, indeed, that if the worship of God was to 
be dttly kept up at all, a fixed and statedly returning time for it was 
indispensable. There appears, therefore, considerable force in the con- 
clusion, that by the phrase " in the end of days," the seventh day, or 
^ last day of what may be called the creation week, is meant by the 
liliterian ;— and the likelihood of this is increased, by the appropriateness 
^*iiich the expression derives from its coming, in the narrative, so im- 
Qiediately after the account of the memorable succession of days enk- 
ployed in creation, and of the consecration of the seventh, the day of 
ONaation and rest.— It is likely too, that the " day** mentioned in Job 
i> 6, when ^ the sons of God came to present themselves before the 
Wd, " was the Sabbath.-»But I do not wish to rest much on such paa- 
■ftges, of which the meaning is doubtful* 
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been wdi known a* -an nncwnl invtilMiot^^«llwerv«d'&OHi 
the beginning) iind-iB»iliar U^liiose A>r wbmii in^ Jirjfote, 
an historian, who was fltndioas: of brerkyv ^h«y teootAA 
only the more remarkable erents and transaetioiis^ tiM~ 
even these enocinedy, might, without any great diffitfidty^ 
be coneeived to carry* Un his narrative without fintjbn^ 
occasion fnr any partienlar- mentBon of its^-^loid ^liiiit^ 
granting the omission to'be ever ■ so ' strange $ if ft yf&ri 
any thing to the objector's purpose, it ^vv^ b^ ionnlr 
prove too much,— -namely, the non-^observance-of the Saib— 
oath for the period of at least lldur hundred yearaa^ln*' 
admiiied institution ofUai Sinai : ^orr no inenfidn of it, 
any alhision to it, oooors in tiie Books of Joiihfk'tt 
Judges, any more than in that of Genesis : = and tfiie^nl^- 
ment might be strengthened £rom the extrtwie^ I' Ur e'liBK 
incidental notice of the day for even a greater 'ttluAlMlt'4 
centuries thereafter. The silence, therefore, of tiie 
rative is not, in either case, adaussible as proO(^ «f 
non-existence of the institution; the correspondend^ 
this respect, of the history whidi follows the gfiving 
law with that which precedes it, neutraliiing entirety tii^"^ 
force of the objeetioaa«i^ .?.-•> * 



* The reply to the objection might be strengthened by parallel 
For a period of 1600 yean, fnm the Urth of Seth till the detng^ 
mention is made of 9acr^fioe,~^ud -for a aimilar period of .l»flOD 
namely, from the entrance of the Israelites into Canaan till the bJntP^ 
of Christ, although in the phraseology of the historians and pnyhetJ* 
there may be an occasional and chiefly flgnratiye use of the term, tbar^ 
is no mention whatever of the ftot of eir e umc iakm as an eadstiilg rlts^^N-' 
Yet during these periods, there is no goound /or qnosliow, botik^ 4im* 
institutions, sacrifiee in the former and circumcision in the lattery WWT* 
in regular course of observance. 
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AnotlMr objeetion hat been derired from oertttn modM 
lot expremUm in different puts of Scriptiire, which are 
duMg^ to indicate du» peediarity of the Sabhath aa a 
Jewiah inatitntion. For exam{4ey in Nehem* ix. 14, God 
ia aaid to have << mnade hnmrn unto larari his hi^y Sab- 
btAT ** Nehemiah,'' aaj§ Dr. Paley, << recoonts the pro- 
imilgTition of the sabbatic hiw amongst the transactions 
of dss wiMemeas ; whidi supplies another oonsideraUe 
aigumewt in aid of oar (pinion." The whole force of this 
alignment liea in the expression ** made kncwm ;** which is 
caaceived to refer to tiie discovery and injunction of what 
was wdoiown and nnobsenred befcn-e. Bnt the inference is 
im w Mian table. — The woid so rendered is not used with 
■■dk d e( hil e atrictnesa. In Psalm ciii. 7, the Psahnist says, 
^BeaNNfeibiawii his ways unto Moses, his acts unto the chil- 
ibea of laraeL** Was Moses the first to whom any of the 
^fWfn and acts of Jehovah were made known ? Assuredly 
iMl» OBI the anUiority of Moses himself. Theremight be a 
Ukr and more permanent discovery of them made, when 
tolsrad <* were committed the oracles of God ;" but <<at 
Bundry times and in divers manners,*' to preceding fethers 
«nd prophets, had God made himself and his " acts and 
y/mpT known. Dr. Paley considers Nehemiah as having 
tefereaoe, when he speaks of the Sabbath being << made 
knowB,*^ not to the fourth commandment, (although the 
>mis stand in immediate connexion with the descent on 
Qinai and the giving of the kw,) but to the narrative in 
the Book of Exodus, where the Sabbath is previously 
^Qoitimied. Now we have already seen, that the terms 
^ that narrative are sudi as to convey, so decidedly, the 
uapteasioBi of the Sabbath having previously existed, and 
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to be 80 utterly extraordinaiy ftnd unprecedented if toi' 
sidered as the temis of a first enactment ; that» so hr 
from admitting the expression qsed hj Nehemiah as t 
proof of the justness of Dr. Paley's interpretation of the 
narrative, we should regard the narratire as a proof that 
the expression of Nehemiah is not to be strictly and de- 
finitely understood of something qaite unknown befora, 
but ought to be taken in its looser aaceptation»>— •— Intho 
same passage of Nehemiah, mcnreover, the moral 9A wdl 
as other precepts of the law are represented as << giycs" 
and << commanded" to the Israelites. But the moral pre- 
cepts of Grod's will were not, assuredly, then g^ven forthe 
first time : for, in that case, there must have been B(r 
moral law before the time of Moses, and consequently so 
sin; in direct opposition to the apostle Paul's reascMiiB^ 
in Rom. v. 13, 14^ where, firom the fact of the preyalenoe 
of death before the time of Moses, he infers the existenoe 
of siny and consequently of a law, from the beginning; 
with the view of conyincing the Jews, that there was s 
law antecedent to the Mosaic ; — a law, the transgression 
of which had introduced and perpetuated sin and death 
and in the damnatory sentence of which they aa well a» 
others were involved. 

' The principle of these remarks will ako apply to another 
passage of a similar description, — ^namely, Eaek. xx. 10) 
11, 12; in which <<the Sabbath is spoken of as^Ofn;" 
and " what else,'' says Dr. Paley, << can this mean than its 
being ^rst instUuied ill the wilderness ?" The answer Vh 
that, both in that passage^ and in the one formerly quoted 
from Nehemiah, the same term is applied to God-M sts* 
tutes and judgments, and precepts^ and laws, genenily» i* 



27 

wdl as te hk Sabfaotln ; fironi' whi^ h^iroiddfollofir, emN 
Crary to mmifest trathy HuA none of then Imd, in any 
ifAyy beeii <' giTOn" belore.-t*If an «s]imple is deflired of 
tile temi ^timi Mng need sa a^lieatiotiP' to what liad a 
f rtfv i au B ' ekktmtey w hav^ a dtcisrre one at liand^ It 
eoenri itt Jdhn.TiL2l&.<<'Mo8ea therefore ^cMw mvio^fou 
eti^eamciaidB. (inot that it ii of Mosee, hat oi^^fB^hem} 
md ye on tiie iSabhalJi^y eirenmcige a man.*? Here cif- 
eomdunoB la rciprceentcd as given to the Jews by MoBee^ 
whfle^ lib the Tery aame nentence^ it is mentioned as hay- 
ing beenr .'^ of the ftrAnra." What beccone^ then, of 
Mey's q[iieatiiii^ ^Whatelae can ^tom mean than^^ 
iMM9ii0iedf^ M^t we not say of the SahMli, with the 
satne jAropriety as ef eircomcision^-^^ Moses thepfsfore gave 
i|Hto ydfr.the Sabhadi..<-not diat it is of Moses, bnt of the 
6t)iera»" and of the fierthprs even from the heginnmg? It 
hi tkat £pom this exattiple^ that snch terms are too stariotly 
interpreted^ when« tfaey are made with certainty to^ signify 
tngkud.imiihtiitm* rPreyionsly existing institirtesand 
\vm^ dligh% with .no violation of propri^, be .spoken 
«£«B ^<niade known" and as ** given," to a particplar peo- 
pley,whfln^ with iqieeial solfflunity, with pecoliar sanctions, 
and in « systematic and imbodied fonn, they were deliv- 
ered frioln heaven to tiiat people, and when the possession 
of than in this fosem became the^distinetion of that people 
fiimi«dienk 

Laetly, itis-aigaed that in Exod. xxxi. 16, 17, and 
tome other passages, the Sabbath is spoken of as given to 
be ^ a ^n between Jehovah, and the children of Israel :" 
->f-en which Dr. Paiey observes, — " it does not seem easy 
to nmdentattd, how the Sabbath.eonld be a sign between 
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God B»A Ai^^fmp^ti^lmBrih'mitmiAf^ 

was pec«liar4wi;lhaft;p<«fkty dmi^^&mgneitohemi." ilffiffi 

and t6i Abe laws <ja»Ai.fmprd8-l»£ God giv 
Israel ; even < to (koae- mmeltpretitip^ of. i«rliU3)i< likeipibi* 
cipk) and am k MThe»fehablo«teJdi»Lfln^«liy Gedrw^ 
all tby heart, and with ra)lf>ih|rrsodi, and . with., ail. lAf 
might ;" ^and irtiieh they trweeii^iaeditia hfik^fe ¥ki their 
heart, and to teaohldiUgently mUfce theiv eUlidtofai, Uiify^ 
of them when 'they sail 'in thekeuse^ and when tikey Ivalb' 
ed by the way, wfaen^tfaef la^ downvand'when dity^iroflt 
np/* 0{ theee precept roeiniay eey^iaBy.thfr^iawjniiiry 
of mofai dnty in the. ten jeommandments, . it Jti:4aid^ 
'< Thou ahato bind >them ^ ^^^^^npom tthiaerfhfiiid*" 
Whatever formed a distiniction between the IsvaeiJ^Oa^aili 
other nations was a sign. The giving of the law and the 
possession of it were snch a sign. << He showed his word 
unto Jacob, his statutes and judgments to Israel ; he hath 
not dealt so with any nation/' This was their g^reat and' 
divinely conferred distinction. But surely it would sonn^ 
strangely to say, that the law whidi is summed up in lov^' 
to God and love to man, could not be a sigpi to the people 
of Israel, << unless the obligation of it was peculiar to th&^ 
people, and designed to be so." — All the laws and institu-^ 
tions of Crod, moreover, and the Sabbath among the rest;^ 
were a sign between Jehovah and Israel, as forming, on botf^ 
sides, a iestr — ^they were a test of their obedience to hin^^ 
and of his faitl^ulness to them, — It is somewhat singidar^ 
that, even when ^ Sabbath is spoken of as being a sigca 
between God and Israel, the reason given for its obs^-V'^ 
ance b one which eontains in it nothing at all peculiar UP 
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tluM^ fm^e^Vl^MMg-rvKfetimg* their MiTWEiioe from 
Ef^t, or any of 1^ -adMr tigaal interpoeitMiiB of Je- 
hoiedi' in thek- fskvoiuv-^^ftlthoiigh tbeso^ as we shall after* 
ward^'bfee/'Juwsabseqaentfty tfiqperaMsdaa greiads of its 
ed<riinilfijkiii,-iiiba^ umply the orifjiiial reaaon, aaaigiMd in 
<Mr 1MC':^« Tlie> <Mdrai ^-(larad^sfaaU Inap the Sah- 
hMh^ = «o lobsetre the Sabbatk thfovghoat their genera- 
tioiii, 4(fr wplerpelxial coremnt: it- is « Jii|pi betweeiL me 
and^thfe dbdldbwIlD of 'Israel for ereri for in six days the 
£MNrd msde heaven and earthy and on die sOTenth day 
he-iesled and "vras refreshed.'' Exod^xfiExL 16, 17. 

Here we mast deee far thepiesentb^ Inneoct discourse 
w^<«hall oonsider the moral nataro and the paraunent 
oMgittion'itxf the SabhaA, as one of the'praeq^ts i^ the 
Bsoakmlptfe;' * •.' . - 
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DISCOURSE II. 



EXODU0 X3C, 8 — 1 h 

<< Remember the Salibath-day, to keep it hofy^ Six days skak tkoi 
labour, and do aS thy work : But the seventh day ia the SMath 
of the Lord' thy Ood r in it thou ekalt not do any toorky thou, iUt 
thy son, norihy daughter, tky manservant, nor thy maidservmu^mr 
thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates : For in six dfff 
the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, lad 
rested the seventh day : where/ore the Lord blessed the Sabbath-da^, 
and hallowed it,** 

In closing the former discourse, we promised to consider 
in this, the moral nature and permanent obligation of the 
Sabbath, as one of the precepts of the Decalogue. To 
this subject we now proceed. 

There are some writers, who have attempted to set aside 
all argument for the permanence of the Sabbath drawn 
from the fourth conmiandment, by denying altogether the 
continued obligation of the law of the two tables, under 
the Christian economy. The grounds of this denial, then* 
demand our first and serious attention. The question is 
important, not only as it relates to the point before us, but 
more generally. If it be as these writers contend, — if die 
precepts of the Decalogue remain not in force, — if, although 
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formerly a law to Igrael^ diey are not now a law to ns,-^ 
^&ce were eomparatively little interest in tlie invegtiga-^ 
tion of tiieir in^ortyand little benefit to be derived from 
it. Curiosity, in that case, would be the sole prindple 
and motive of our inquiry. It would be a topic of merift 
antiquarian speciilation ; or, at the best, it would only 
yield us a lesson of the wisdom of God, in giving a law 
adapted to the circumstances and character of a particular 
people. We shall, however, I trust, find satisfactory evi- 
dence on which to rest our conviction, that we hate in 
them a deeper and more direct concern. 

Tbe law of the ten conmiandments, you are all aware, 
was delivered to Israel at Mount Sinai, soon after their 
leaving' Egypt ; and it was given in circumstances, and 
with accompaniments, of impressive solemnity, and appal- 
ling terror. The scene is thus described by the inspired 
historian — Exod. xix^ 16 — 24. ^< And it came to pass, 
on the third day, in the morning, that there were thunders 
and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the 
voice of the trumpet exceeding loud ; so that all the people 
that was in the camp trembled. And Moses brought forth 
the people out of the camp to meet with God ; and they 
stood at the nether part of the mount. And mount Sinai 
was altogether on a smoke, because the Lord descended 
upon it in fire ; and the «moke thereof ascended as the 
smoke of a fdmace, and the whole mount quaked greatly. 
And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and 
waxed louder and louder, Moses spake, and God answered 
him by a voice. And the Lord came down upon mount 
Sinai, on the top of the mount : and the Lord called Moses 
up to the top of the mount ; and- Moses went up« And 
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the Lord said niito lifbsies, Go down, diarg^ thiepeopb^ 
lest they break diroiigb unto the Lord to gase, ancl many 
of them perish. And let the priests also, which' come near 
to the Lord, sanctify themselves, lest the Lord'hreakVortii 
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upon them. And Moses sidd uiito the Lord, the pebnie 
cannot come np to momit Sinai: for Aou chaig^wt"^ 
saying. Set bounds about themouiit, and sanctify it. 'Xnid 
the Lord said imto him, Away, get thee down, and ilioa 
shalt come up, thou, and Aaron with thee : biiifc let noc'l^e 
priests and the people break through to come up Wtne 
Lord, lest he break forth upon them."'— With reference 
to this scene, the Writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
says, << So terrible was the sight, that Moses said,'^ ,^ *^^' 
ceedingly fear and quake.** 

. Amidst these circumstances of dread subUmity, Jehovah 
uttered the ten commandments, '< with his own voic^, out 
of the midst of the fire, and of the thick darkness ;' 'and 
he afterwards wrote them on two tables of stone, ahd 
delivered them to Moses, to be preserved to future gen- 
erations, in memorial of the covenant between himselfaiid 
the people of Israel. The tables were called " the tables -of 
the covenant ;" and they are expressly and repeatedly said 
to have been " written by the finger of Grod." "We ougnt 
surely, therefore, to approach the consideration of these pre^ 
cepts with a portion of the awe with which they were origin- 
ally received. Of this awe, the account is related in the fol- 
lowing terms by Moses, in recapitulating to the people the 
leading facts of Jehovah's dealings with them : — " These 
words the Lord spake imto all your assembly in the mount, 
out of the midst of the fire, of the doud, and of the thick 
darkness, with a great voice ; and he added no more : and 
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he wrote them on two toU^ of stone, and delivered them 
unto me. And it came to pass, when ye heard the voice 
out of the nudst of the darknefiS} (for the mountain did 
bum with.fire^) that ye came near unto me, even all the 
heads of your tribes, and your elders ; and ye said. Behold 
the Lord our Gk^ hath showed us his glory, and his great* 
1190s, and we have heard his voice out of the midst of the 
fiqe : we hay^ seeipi this day that God doth talk with man, 
f^ld he.livetl^ Npw,. therefore, why should we die ? for 
this great fire will (consume us. If we hear the voice of 
the Lord ou^^God any more, then we shall die. For who 
is there of all flesh that hath heard the voice of the living 
G04 speaking out of the midst of the fire, as we have, and 
lived ? Go thou near, and hear all that the Lord our God 
/Bhall say ; and speak thctu unto us all that the Lord our 
God shall speak unto thee, and we will hear it, and do it. 
And the Lord heard the voice of your words, when ye 
spake tmto me ; and the Lord said unto me, I have heard 
die voice of the words of this pe^o^le, which they have 
spoken unto thee : they have well said all that they have 
spoken* Oh that there were such an heart in them, that 
they would fear me, and keep all my commandments 
aylways,^that it m\ght be well with them, and with their 
childreii for ever I " — From the ierror, indeed, with which 
the scene affected the Israelites, we are happily free ; for 
we have now the full and clear discovery of the "minis- 
tration of righteousness," to counteract the overwhelming 
influence of " the ministration of condemnation and death.'' 
The contemplation of the " mount of the Lord, on which 
the Lamb was provided for a burnt-offering,'' allays the 
terrors of the ^< mount that might ,be touched, and that 

c 2 
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burned with fire»" The '^ Toice of .lore Bui lABrey'* Aai 
<< bounds front Calvary,". eb»rw» Away the dread, of .the 
thimders of Simai. But nlHi^ tQ $ucji n. diftplaj of ib» 
diyine purity, and nuyeaty, and.avengiiig ri|^eoiisne88» it 
becomes us to appEoa<^ with ^solemn, awe, FoTj^ although 
Calvary teaehes a lessoii of grace, which could not be 
learned from Sinai, yet it teaches, at the same lime, and 
that eveu more i]aaq[>res|iyely, theiessou oi Chad's iwmaeu? 
late holiness, and unbending r^titiide and truth:— *- 
*' Wherefore we,, receiving ^ kingdom, which cannot be 
moved, let u# hate grace, whereby we may serve God 
acceptably, with vev^erenoe and godly fear: for even our 
God is a> consimiing fire/' * 

It is not to be denied^ that in some of the statements 
and reasonings of the apostle Paul, one of the principal 
difficidties arises from the more comprehensive and the more 
restricted acceptations in which, oix different occasions^Jhe 
uses the term " law." A general consideration of this 
subject, however important, would lead us into too wide 
a digression. We must restrict our present discussion 
entirely to the Decalogue^ — the law of the two tables,-^ 
the ten commandments. That these commandments were 
remarkaUy distinguished, first by their being utteredfrom 
Sinai by the voice of God, and afterwards by their, beilig 
written with his finger on the tables of stone, is matter of 
fact, which cannot be questioned. It has been questioned) 
however, whether this distinction was not more accidental 
than designed. It has been conceived to have arisen 
rather from circumstances which happened to occur at the 
time, than fr^m divine intention on account of any peculiar 

* Heb. xii. 88, 29. 
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ezcellenoecirooiiipreheiisiyeneiB in die precepts themselves. 
The origin of the distinction, according to one yery acute 
and intelligent writer,* was the circumstance of Jehovah's 
having been interrupted by the fears of the people, which 
brought them to Moses, with the earnest entreaty, that 
Grod might not thus speak unto them any more. He 
imag^ines, that, but for this, other parts of the law would 
have been delivered in the same way, and that the distinc* 
tion was thus circumstantial only, and accidentaL It dote 
not- a^^pear to me, that this view of the matter accords well 
with the terms of the narrative, as already quoted — ^< These 
words the Lord spake unto all your assembly, in the 
Mount, out of the midst of the fire, of the doud, and. of 
the thick darkness, with a gpreat voice ; and he added 
NO MORE." This mode of expression appears to me clearly 
to indicate, that at the close of the ten commandments, 
th^re wais a cessation of the voice by which they were 
ottered. Each of the ten must, of course, have been 
separated from the succeeding one, by an intervening 
pause. But after the tenth, there was evidently son^e* 
dung more, — a cessation of the voice, — indicating, Ihat 
these commandments contained the substance c^ the law, 
or of tlie people's part of the divine covenant. This re- 
oeives striking confirmation firom the langnage of 'Moses, 
in the preceding chapter of Deuteronomy, verses 12, 13. 
**: And the Lord spake imto you out of the midst of tibe 
fire : ye heard the voice of the words, but saw no simili- 
tude ; only ye heard a voice. And he declared unto you 

* Mr. Hallet, in his work entitled, A Free and Impartial Study of 
ike Holy Scripture recommended : being Notes on some peculiar 
tuilt, with Diseourses and ObsefTations on Ttrious subjects. Pise, iil^ 



teti «oiidmandBf9Kts; «id»Ule ^vifeKito t]MBnfiip«ir<t^f%48Ual< 
of sione.'' Notkii%«ui iip«ll homtn^mpOfiktA^ 
<< hB dedaiMl iihte yo»te' iwp i b »^wMA.1lLe(<t»>aaw >m 4 rt 
yml' to perAnm, jioeit 4tnrf> mwmmtdihmuft"' JSbtrWDii^^ 
th«ii,' ^that ofl tiii» uMailuMei o£rtfagitemtK><tl»y»TOii»»i«niiti^ 
asd ^licfadcM'iio iwibBi// . IHki "^^sotraoatit faub lieto 
<l0iiar«d^'w)iick lie ieoihiiuimM tkctt^^rlMrBbniirltifrai 
iiot-«(mci#e jytMiapMen of hL^lnw^iiirhHit fend <diaiiced'itOi>l9 

a miRJimi;^ of'itdm^iiBlFse^p^enMtafcBi^ n.t ^;;iii o^ .m« >*-iofi 
The evidenee Ihsii^ #h? iwbfitinfaetoi^, of tke ailcidtaial* 
nature of tiw cKgdnctiiwrfbetfrteB itheBO .ooinwMihrfTilgBti 
{Hid otheri, there k, of etone^ : efnatty 4itt^ gvcnnni te 
tlie fel^MV ailegBtioii>:4;hal;' tke^sc^vreaaon o£ iheae Otakk 
mamlmenti ' being conmiittMi to/ )the tahles . of 'sttme^ .ww 
the ft^ of their <haviBgfvbeenr'lbtib'«eeidentilly»'diBtki« 
gidbhed ; this ft^t* akne beb^ empposed to heinre ^Teil4hpi 
th^' peculiar eminence^ as a 'select speokneA :bf the* pnHf 
eepttf' of ihe Ood of Israel and the honour o^ heiii|f!inM 
corded ill ttone faaTingtbeen added, iw eonseqnenest of (the 
pv€rv{6u8 aocidenial 'hoooiBT /of hathig 'been -exdheiiwl^ 
uttered b j tb^ divme voioei ^ II^ apptana ibo tnei niiflMcwdj* 
dear^ thati ihe^ were- hbthi utt^ed^ from 'hearen^ andtiw' 
seribed on stone, aebekigprecepfa df pvinarf-asad eonlpiMH 
hemiye imp«^tfiiiee^ ebntahih^^lhe great etoeiktial tiiptidef 
ef'the peopLe's obedienoe;' and thiol, to this.aec6unt, Aef 
are doioininated so Tepeatedly: t^^tlhe oorenant^T andliMi 
tables centainmg theiti, the<^ tables i#f the ooTenaiit." ut 
Yet on UwsegnmndsyMid others to which the discrisskM 
^Ul imm^diailely lead^ it has heoi aligned, .thBt<th». Peeur 
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tlBtdH|Htf)f'MiMt'pwiri'fli<*llie^MdMB ka^^ its 

oUyigi(AoW'iA%ir'iHifiit^^ a-okse 

iwAiiW'OM-^«ttidttemv<WtpfWfw<ian'y and 'tlM6.^ ii»rni8 
nvi^flpt'-of tfe Ixr^Ciliiinlwia do^»> <in aiq^Mv* ofi thiB 
o4h«1mc»i^ flpoitoUi&iaatlwrit^ 1^ Panli 

iu^utk ttseli all6§odv'«TiddkJQy dadMe8'4heiJbifi".oflbe tern 
eooBiiindmeailtt'a^iagateA^ J ipfca i ^Ae'^wiiileg >of ^itiin* the 

tnlkm off'dcw^di^irwritteii'^ted femgnA^ib'^ki ittilB«s<:Yf«8 
glorious, so that the chiidraii>'oftimaiiit«oiild«iiot sCedibsdy 
heMS'tha liiioe>of Mo fce » < ft i !'lJw giaiy -of* his* oonnticnance ; 
wUahHgiaiy WB» to^be doob^^^waif )t;liaiifi sbaU^not- the 
nildtosiMa^ttiie'll^pint'bend)^ fWifthat 

^Mgiik ia ^dan^aia^^-was'gk^ioin^nwobtiiiolte tiMb-^whick 
FBnniaatii^^ gietikms.V • it eu^ffat^ .however^r^o^ ber aaoeMljr 
okM^ed^^tfaat *the^8abflhBt^«f fvrhialL'the'fepoBtle is treat- 
ia§i/lt i i w lie tfaii9> JvMtes^ ia thieviciMfaflPJi^iMiMilt^ of the 
ae«q eoiieiiaiift dfapeqsaliohF'te that >o£iithieold» -^iThediaf 
tiaetM ' #itck I ha- tfuikteB between -tfia «ae )0ncL • f^ 
]SfUiikt> b iiiw ief U 'Wtitiiy M JtoiM^ •aacfc'writiiig'^ft ife^ Amm^ 
iUadfwliat:4s it^^ea^'tikat id <wiattaii>on)tha heart? iWhat 
iftnuahllii-feid,*liiat'it:«|*th^ Yerfiluw.iwhkh^ cS'obAf was 
writtai OK*atoiierf^t''iTo»'ideisidc»itlB% ilet us ikniklto the 
pte f hot ic? ^asoriplkai of d^r • neryr «c«re«hMHit,-' aa ^mitiasted 
wilftiitbe^joiik Jeri 'XxaEL:dl-»a84«: ^Behold Ike days come, 
saMi t]iie']uOTd<<timt>I wifl>ifaake « new eoveiianit with the 
h#Du6cf Isra^ and with theifaonse of Judah ; not accord* 
ing to theieorenaat that»Ifaade*!arith*'dieir fathers^ in the 
dsy^hat I tdakithem byithe hand^^tO' bring them out of 
Ike Uod of 'Bgypft^'j^hBditiBytctnrenant they hnke, al« 
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though I was an husband unto them, saith the Lord ;) 
But this sWl be the covenant that I will make with tltt 
house of Israel ; after those days, saith the Lord, I will 
put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their 
hearts ; and will be their Gk^d^ and they shall be my peoi 
pie. And they shall teach no more every man his neigh- 
bour, and every man his brother, toying, £[now the Lord : 
for they shall all know me, from the least of them mito 
the greatest of them, saith the Lord : for I will fbrgLve 
their iniquity, and I wiU remember their sin no more/'«— It 
is with the first of these new covenant promises we have 
at present to do — ^^ I will put my law in their inward 
parts, and write it in their hearts." It will not surely be 
questioned, that in the terms of this promise, there is an 
allusion to the writing of the law, under the former oeve^ 
nant, upon stone. The contrast, therefore, in the^ prophet, 
is the same as that in the apostle. The very law that 
was, of old, written on the tables of stone is, under die 
new dispensation, written on the fleshy tables of the heart 
I ask, then, is this abrogation ? Is the transference of the 
law from stone to the heart the- disannulling of it ? And 
if not, must not the apostle, when he speaks of that which 
was written and engraven in stones being << done ietWHy/' 
be understood as referring, not to the moral substance of 
the law, but to the comparative externalUy of that economy 
under which it was << written and engraven on stones ? " 
Surely that law was not abolished, which, in the £iU 
spirituality c^ its iniport, was written by " the Spirit of 
the living Grod," upon the riBuewed heart. This certainly 
was retaining the substance, and parting only witb what 
was outward and transitory. The tables of stone aee 
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bixdcen and thrown away, when the law, which they con*> 
tained, cQmeB to be restored to its original place, the heart 
of nian. And the very comparison, which we have been 
noticing, involyes in it a satisfactory proof, that the law 
of the two tables does contimi a summary of the essential 
principles of religion and morality in generaL As the law 
which, under the New Covenant, is written on the heart, 
it can contain no less, 

I would farther ask, what is a law ? Is it the mere 
form of words, in whicb a duty is enjoined, or a sin pro- 
hibited ? Is it not, rather, the iiy unction of the duty, and 
the prc^bition of the sin, under whatever form of words 
they are conveyed ? The same duties may be commanded, 
and the same sins forbidden, in different terms, and y^ 
the law itself remain unchanged. A question, therefore, 
naturally suggests itself, namely, Does the law of Christ, 
as giv^n in the New Testament, correspond in its require- 
ments to. the h,w of the two- tables ? If it does ; then, even 
(m the supposition of the terms being different in which 
the requirements are expressed, — ^to say that die precepts 
of the latter are abrogated, and are no longer binding on 
Chriatians, will be to say no more than that the form of 
w(nrda is set aside, while, the law itself continues tile same. 
It is the maUer of duty, and not the expresiiony that con-> 
ftitutos the law. We can readily conceive the legpal codes 
^ two nations to be very different in their forms of ex<^ 
prcjfMion, and yet substantially, and even to the minutest 
it^n, to contain the same enactments. Should we not, in 
such a case, say of the two countries, that they were go- 
remed by the same laws ? 

The same sentiment, namely, that it is the essential 
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elements of duty, and not any fomus of words in ,w\dA 
these elements may be imbodied, that constitute, the hfff 
may be further confirmed and illustrated, by considering 
what was the state of things before the giving of the \ur 
to IsraeL Sin is scripturally defined "die transgre^on 
of law ; " and, while it is the maxim both of in&ypiin^n voi 
of common sense, that " where no law is, there is n^ trai^ 
gression," it is not less clear, that where there is no tcaiu* 
gression, there can be no punitive infliction. On theie 
principles, as we formerly saw, the apostle Paul amcp, 
that, since there was death before the giving of tJiie law, 
there must have been sin ; and that, consequently, there 
must have been a law before that given by Mos^, of 
which sin was the transgression: — a law which ^ras.the 
common rule of obligiation to the human race, and of ^^ch 
men universally. Gentiles and Jews alike, were the yioLi- 
tors, and, as such, under a common damnatory sentence. 
The moral obligations of Jews and Gentile^ conside|ed 
as fellow-members of the human family, must ever hi|Ye 
been the same ; and the apostle's argument with the Jfew8 
requires us to believe, that the moral law, as given by Moses, 
was substantially (that is in all its essential principles uud 
requirements) the same with what had existed from the 
beginning, of which sin was the transgression, apd de^fi 
th^ sanction. Indeed, in the moral government of God 
over his creatures, we cannot imagine the existence of 
two laws. The relations of God to men, and of men to 
God, have always been the same ; and the same obliga- 
tions on the part of the creature have arisen out of them. 
And, as the grand design of God, in separating, to l^nilself 
the seed of Abraham;^ was^ to keep alive in the.wo^ld tihe 
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true knowledge of himseliP, — of his character, of his will, 

and of his purposes of saving mercy ; we have the very 

Bame reason for thinking, that the moral law given by 

Moses had heen his law to man from the beginning, as 

we have for thinking that the character which he gives of 

hiinself had been his character from the beginning ; or that 

die salvation pointed to by the ceremonial institutions of 

Judaism was the " common salvation," revealed to our 

firsi; parents, for themselves and for their progeny, without 

distinction, in the first promise. If the moral law, as 

given by Moses, was any thing different from what had 

all along been the divine code of morals to man, then do 

we desiderate the accomplishment of one at least of the 

enids of the separation of Israel, — the exhibition, namely, 

to the surrounding nations of the will of the one living 

and true God, as the moral governor of the world. Nay 

we may say, I think, without presumption, that if it were 

otherwise, there would be a singular defect in revelation. 

There is a close and interesting relation between the law 

and the gospeL It is the transgression of the former that 

has necessitated the gracious provisions of the latter. 

Would it not, then, be a strange thing, that we should 

have no authoritative discovery of the will of God as to 

human duty, the transgression of which has given rise to 

the grace of God in human salvation ? It is, assuredly, 

as transgressors of law, that Gentiles as well as Jews are 

under condemnation. The denunciation, Gral. iii. 10, 

" Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things 

which are written in the book of the law to do them," 

includes the one as well as the other. For although the 

Gentiles have not, as the Jews had, the written law, the 
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i^ostle clearly identSfieg the prinoiplds and re^pii r ett gnte 
oi the law of natare vrith those of the law of rerdUitioiij 
(however imperfeedyy in eonsequenoe of- natural oormp- 
tion, those principles and reqnirenients might be und^ 
stood,) when he says-^-Ronk iL 18-^15, <^ F<» not iHM 
hearers of the law are just befcnre God, but the doenr of 
the law shall be justified : For when the Gentiles^ whidt 
have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the 
law, these, having not. the law, are a law unto themtelvet; 
which show the work of the law written in their heiKtB^ 
their conscience also bearing witness, and thdbr thonghts 
the mean while accusing or else excusing one another.*^ 
We have nothing to do, in our present argument, with 
the leading design of these words, when taken in eoa* 
nexion with what precedes ; — which is, to affirm and 
establish the great general principle in God's jndidal ^- 
ministration, that responsibiUty u according to privifege; 
But there are two things to be learned from them, ^hk^ 
are directly and decisively to our purpose. The first is, 
that the law which the Jews had, and the Gentiles had 
not, is the law given by Moses ; and consequently, that 
the distinction usually made, in explaining the word << law* 
as on difi«rent occasions used by the apostle, between the 
moral law and the ceremonial^ is not an flrbitrary but a 
fair and legitimate one: for, that it is of the moral and 
not of the ceremonial precepts of Moses that Paul here 
speaks, it would be a waste of words, and an insult to your 
understandings, to set about proving ; and yet in his aigu- 
ment, without adverting to the ceremonial institutes at aD, 
he calls those precepts «imply " the law." The second is, 
that the dictates of the divine will, in natural conscience^ 
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(exoepfe.inM £yr aa they aire pennerted by cireiimstaniDet of 
temptation, operating upon the yarions forma of oorroption) 
are the same as the dictates of his will in the written law. 
On no principle but this, is it possible to understand tiie 
affirmation, that when die Gentiles '<do by nature things 
oontained in. the law," they <<show the work of the law 
writtem in their hearts." They were, in ^t, then, under 
the aame law ; only they had it not in its written form : 
they had it with tiie obscurity and imperfection of natural 
leaaoD, compared with tiie deamess and fulness of direct 
divine revehiti<»u But still it was the same law. This 
modi the apostle most explicitiy intimates. It was the 
same law, tiien, which was written on the heart of man 
originally ; of whidi the dictates, more or less partial and 
carrnpted^ ramain in the conscience of man still ; which 
was promulgated by Jehorah to Israel, in its complete 
unoormpted form, and with fuU attestation of its author* 
ity ; which, haying hem originaUy imtten on tiie heart, 
waa then recorded in stone ; and which, under a later and 
more spiritual economy, was again, as we have seen, to be 
teansferred from tiie stone to the heart. The truth is, 
that in all .ages and countries, and under eyery dispensa- 
tion of diyine discoyery, the law of Grod, as the role of 
moral duty to man, must, of necessity, be the same ; 
mbject, it may be, under the diyine prescription, to 
mch occasional and temporary modifications as do not 
encroach iqion its gpreat principles, but essentially without 
change. The law which was giyen at Sinai, had been 
iSb» law from tiie beginning, and shall be the law unto the 
end. Christ and Moses, as we shall see more fully im- 
mediately, are in this respect one. 
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It hag, feo my mtndl^ nmidi tke . aj p y w iace of ^qimk iri 
evmon to aUege,.^aiid y«t it hw b6eii!all^84iwidi"tf 
aerMmaaera by men of Mmnd judgment andjuatto^xcKMriift- 
]iiiatioii,-.*thttt it is not «f ^^tveft 4o <Ao i/NDfd»t>thOi(pr»* 
oepUi of tke Mosaic law ave bindingr upon Ghrfgttanat 
This is very truerbnt it, h. A> meva tx^awm^'kf hHk^llftb 
sound of an argoment^bnt no. morob Fjar|t(o;.iite(tidMi 
it amount? Only to this>i thaliit-iatnotM gJbraD4o out 
ma^ that a command in blading upoin onot^er^i-i tlhaJrar 
of God is not obligatory upon yoo, whtn^mmMmitium 
enjoined upon jme, Asgiyentothe Jews^itnas, ofoonne^ 
binding upon the Jews only*., This is too solf^^mdeirt to 
be worthy of formal statement* The sole qnestioAOugy 
to be, whether the ten commandments^ uttered Aodt; Sinai 
by the voice of God, and by his finger wnitten oitlhe taUei 
of 9tone^ do, or do not, contain a smnmury eC^the loading 
articles of moral duty*. V they do, they, wane bhidittg 
before, they have. been, bindmg since, and th^y mnst^ he 
binding to the end. They have never been bindmg).ii|iiiRr 
ever, either before or since, because tkef weresginn^i^v^ 
the Jews ; but they were given to the Jews, hva^diisofdiey 
were the principles, univortally and perpotufillyii^bligft- 
tory, of moral rectitude. •^; .( t.. '.i^ih*. -«it- 

The idea of the ten commandments ■ containing sndi.ffc 
summary, has been treated by the writer faniiieiiy ^A* 
verted to, and by some others, with a sBreasti^riisdionJ^ 
which might, perhaps, have been as wisely spared* -W'^ 
have already seen how flimsy idie foundation is, Sm -the 
theory of that writer, by which the pre«emineacotOf these 
precepts above others M resolved into a mere c^ontingawf* 
Had the principle of that theory been correct, it woold 
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hMfe>A)li»¥r^4iBii9f ot&6rton ol the preoepts <tf ch^ 

MfHMff'UgWf SA W9 oHiy 'mppose^ them to have been 

otteredfj^SM^^fliait i% *tii hvfe preceded^ th^ alleged inter- 

ni p ti o n i io0>«fae dMnie voices by the fean of the peopte,-^ 

woolft 'YutfUb aiMwenidihe tame end, and wMild hare snited 

etftoM;^ ^woHfftr being committed te the tables of stone; 

and dmbaumtff^'^^ the words of the corenant." !^t ^tt^ 

an iuBtoi il iy " and' ' atroi%ly 'iensible that iMs is as fu^ as 

poiBMAfronMngtdM»<»ie.' In point of ilEM^ these t^ 

eomnuoidBMots tere beenalMost'iinvrersally allowed to 

osmtain '• cmnprdientiTe gyUabas of principles; of the 

gteat*itftideii»«f neligiotts and moral duty; duty to Qod^ 

anotidDty tomem And not, I am satisfied^ withontmore 

thair^plaaiibleifisason. Let ns glance at them f»r a tho-^ 

m k M n u '»ifrinlbittier'of 4ihe t#o''tiEd>le8 (ab we are a^us- 

toiti«d»ftO''dfrndo-tbeitt) contains four precepts, -wld^^ 

ngtaialiB fmrdnity to God. ' Of these, the first enjoins *di^ 

t Mu t i vi tfppripnaikm of religions TeneAtiota, honitt^, 

mA^heiffkfi^ Uf 1^ <one Gk)di the 'second prescribe' tief 

t/^pHunHtf^oith^ divine worship, assuming die spiHtuaKty 

a#'Qtir''Objcieity'as kii»ipable of being represented hf any 

MUMaal/fUmttiKide: the third commands the sacnxtnM'M 

the name of Jehovah, and of every thmg with whlc^ tltet 

tuliiM''igfMlo«AMed: 'and iAm fburth ordains the towkkncy 

9ttA fitffidimifyioltiiod^ii wenhip, and of the solemn dMta- 

^ nrf stt iA ri rtlsiftof'tiie dsttigs of his hands. Now these pre- 

^s^tB ib^ ttiqnesVionaJbly most comprehensive. If we 

^^f toiAip and s^rreihe one God only; if we worship and 

^tji iiehim aoeording'to his spiritnid natnre; if we hold in 

^aMttml'wsd'ptttCtical'relTertoce his name and character; 

«u|d'if We'biearln<««ista]fttdi0v(HiiT0membrance and com^ 
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ttK^moratioii the wonders of his wisdom, power^ abd good-' 
ness, — there will be little deficient in either onr inward 
feelings, or our outward duties, to our Maker— And the 
second table is hardly less comprehensiye in its ammge- 
ment and general principles, as a manual of our datite to 
one another. It begins with the first of earthly relations, 
and the obligations arising out of it, as the foondstion and 
origin of all the rest, and the germ and pattern of the 
duties belonging respectively to them : then fdlow, con- 
secutiyely, the ordained sacredness of Ufe^ of ekatHfyf of 
property y of reputation^ and of every thing pertaming to am 
neighbour; the last commandment, at the same time, in- 
timating, as a kind of key to the rest, that they weore all 
to be interpreted as the laws of him who '< searches the 
reins and hearts," and as regulating the thoughts ' and 
desires, as well as the words and actions. Now, surely, 
if we are duly regardful, in thought, in word, and in 
deed, of our neighbour's life, of his purity, of his property, 
of his character, and of eVery thing that pertains to him, 
never wishing him evil, never grudging him good ;— -he 
will hav^ little cause to complain of any thing wanting, 
either in the frame c^ our mind, or in the course of mn 
conduct.-*-Th'e two tables of stone, with the law of the ten 
commandments graven upon them, were, by divine direo- 
tion, to be deposited in the ark, or little dbest of shittim- 
wood, overlaid with gold, ordered to be madie for iti 
reception ; and the ark, thus containing " the testamony,*' 
and thebce called ^< the ark of the testimony,** was to be 
the resting-place of the mercynseat, between die cherubim^ 
from which Jehovah was graoiously to conmiune with his 
people, through their, priestly jp^resentativer The m^rey- 
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seat was a beautiful type of Chrut, throu^ whom it is 
that Jehovah k propitioni to sinners; and the circum* 
stance of the mercy-seat being placed upon the ark of the 
testimony, was strikingly significant of the consistency of 
the grace of the gospel with the (Claims of the law, — of the 
exercise of mercy through the blood of the coTonant with 
the unabated demands of legal righteousness. And this 
view of the typical arrangement of the Holy of Holies, 
may itself senre as an additional proof of the comprehen- 
uveness of the hw of the two tables. 

There are, it may be observed, two summaries of the 
divine law of moral duty. There is a summary, consisting 
of i1» great comprehensive spiritual principles ; and there 
la. a summary of leading articles of practical virtue, or out- 
lines of the influence of these great principles upon the 
comdnct. 

The first of these two summaries may be found as it 

came from the lips of the Redeemer himself, in Matth. 

laaL 34—40. << But when the Pharisees had heard that 

lie had put the Sudducees to silence, they were gathered 

together. Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked 

liinr a question, tempting him, and saying. Master, which 

IB the great commandment in the law ? Jesus said unto 

lamf Thou shalt love the Lord thy €U>d with ail thy heart, 

aad with, all thy soul^ and with all thy mind. This is the 

first and grisat commandment. And the second is like 

unto it, Thoii shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On 

these two commandments hang all the ]&w and the pro- 

phets.".*-The- second summary is the one on which we 

have just be^oi commenting,— contained in the ten com* 

mandmc^its. 
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It is fbtiher worfky of obtenrBtioii, tluiti betwefm thflie 
two tnniBiaries, there k a bemtifnl cprreiyoniiwyxi,. jjfcg 
four precepts of the first table of the law are the frm^^fiti 
oounteipart of the firgt of the two great principle thyjyyfl 
of God : — ^the six precepts of the second table v^ il|4iM 
manner, the practLcal coonteipart of the seooi|d qf . thaie 
principles, the lore of our neighbour. And |ke ,irmf 
manner in which the comprehensiYenesB of loYe y^,jfimmh 
times illustrated in the New Testament, seoEOS tO- f^ifftt^ 
that the law of the two tables was regarded bjr the 
apostles as still the summary of its duties, apd jml fltfll 
binding aa the people of God. How strikingly ia dUJi ^ 
case in Rom. xiiL 8—10. " Owe no man any thsm^bit 
to loTO one another : for he that loTeth another h^lji M« 
filled the law. For this, Thou shalt not commit pdfihMj, 
Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal. Thou A^m^l^ 
bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet ; and if .there.' he 
any other commandment, it is briefiy comprdModpAih 
this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy nei§^boiK JS 
thyselfl Love worketh no ill to his neigbboor : therafim 
love is the fulfilling of the law." Here are five oiatciiifi 
six precepts of the second table of the Decalogue (aivlJire 
have the sixth elsewhere, Eph. vL 1 — 3.) addniwd ee^the 
practical detail of the Christian law of love to our neq^ 
hour. Had the apostle been speaking of love to Qmii 
have not we in this an evidence, that he would haveoHad 
the four precepts of the first table as fulfilled in that hMf^m 
principle ? And is this the language of one who regarded 
the obligation of these precepts as having ceased ? Iiet 
it be remembered, that both the two summaries, which we 
have mentioned, belonged to the law €U given b^ Mam4 



49 

adid'tlMb^' ii put UM nhidi authority fer saying, that the 
oM%ati6li' of loire'to'Ood atid love'to our neig^bod* has 
criied; IB Wnr tayflog; diat th'e obligatioti of th« teii com- 
AiMtiMiiti Uu oMaed.-' If th^' two are gtill binding, so 
avbiltetaL " - ■ * 

ill' ridiiSoUiig this comprehensive principle of interpre- 
tiliob, '%•. flSdlet avails liimself especially of the fifUi 
cdHrmfiftuidnient ; and, 'it innst be' confessed, with no liitle 
a p pte a i' afa ce of i^ason..:^^' It seems very'rarpriiing to me," 
mcft he, **''to hear wise and feam^ men talk as if the fifth 
<imirtnMiiihn(ent reqiured all the duties that are incumbent 
oa'nmt in lli«T«rioas relations of life. ** Honour thy fbther 
a aff u wM i ier' ivas plain an expression asf any expression in 
a liAv' df%^iierahiiseiieeds to'be. But ho^ d^k haye men 
mAte'tti^heii they hayie interpreted it as meaning, Honour 
die ktai^> 'the pries^ imd other toperiors I Wh6 would 
hWre 'HiisiJected, that in a U^ delivered for the use of 
eMMtta^ llie words fklker and mother shoidd mean king, 
prieatf jHrophet, Ac, ? Bui, supposing' it possible to inter- 
pfM ikti^r aiid mother of all supieriors, is it not still 
mdlre^ smf rising to hear them interpreted' as signifying 
e^tnA^'Bttd^even inferiors? Isit not strange, that <Hon- 
offi^ thy ft&eritnd mbtiier' shocdd be a' command to parents 
to^eAnSBte their children in t!he fear (tf Qody and td brothers 
and'ilBters to love oneanother ? " ' ' I was once very much 
indiiiM to join with Mr. Hallet in dnnsidering this as an 
aribitriiiy and extravagant principle of interpretation : — 
but, although I am not even yet prepared to vindicate, in 
afllAeir extent, the terms of explanation iised by the West- 
minster divines, yet the following remarks may at least 
•kowy ihat there is less of arbitrary extravagance in their 

D 
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interpretation, and less ground, conseqiietitly, for tbf ridi"' 
cule thrown upon it^ than mi(3^t at first yiew appefur^,., 

1. We have authority^^-the very highest .«iithm:itf^fiNr 
adopting a principle of interpretation whicshiiidnd^,lil0cs 
than is directly expressed by the precise letter of, tlif^Jaw* 
So that, in the mere circnmstance of exf:ee4ii^:th€^|itrictl]r 
literal meaning, we are not chargeable with. i9(ll^ ip in 
itself illegitimate and unanithoriiBed* ■ Tbi9fL.9nc.;Ii9i4> 
in the sermon on the mounts explains the .si^lU .pum* 
mandment, ^' Thou shalt not kill," as piBohibitoiy«, i|^ 
merely of the act. of murder^ but of the inward passion of 
causeless or excessiye anger^ and of the words of contWD^- 
lions reriling ; and no terms can be more ooirectly fB^f^ipm' 
sive of the latitude of inteiyretaition thus.j^istipfA. tthiP 
those of the Westminster divines, whm thpyjr^iirBsait 
tihe sixth commandment as forbiddingpc not only t)ie tiflfmff 
a,wBYofMe,hut^*whai9oeverten(kAther€uniOm** Ths^fb^yepith 
commandment, in like manner, ^ Thou shalt not rrrmmitf^' 
tery," is, according to this dirine interpreter, yiolatpd.bp 
every lascivious look, by every unchaste desire. ThosoiMA 
other parts of that discourse contain a distract wmTaiA Ar 
extending the principle of interpretatioiq bf^yond tl^ siwfto 
letter of the precept. And it is suffidently 0Tidtltt,.4luil 
our Lord is not there to be understood asiputtiMg uponttha 
law a new interpretation of his o wn, but only as aCnDing 
its original and legitimate meaning, in Opposition tOkShe 
partial, corrupt, anti-spiritual glosses of the Javiak •€■» 
pounders. . .dti ,r 

2. It is certainly deserving of notice, how appropziatelf 
the second table b^pins. It is with the duties we owe to 
parents. These follow immediately after our dntiM is 
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God have been disposed of; — ^parents being tlie first of all 
fellow-ereatiires to whom, after God, we owe love, lionour, 
and obedience. And the law of the two tables being ne- 
ceHMirfly, (from its nature, as a brief abstract,) restricited 
to leHdhig prindples, t&is precept may be fairly assumed 
tb ixri^y'th^nHd'lMii it directly expresses. 

Si The h^cM that is i)a a right state in re^d to this 
fiMt Imd hi^dik^ of earthly obligations, may be justly said 
to have^ in It ^vtliaf 'I may call ^germnating principle of all 
th^ other relatire duties. Not only does the very struc- 
ture of iiie precept assume the authority of parents, and 
implicitly presuppose duties on their part to their children ; 
Bttt tire very fulfilment, in a right Inamier, of the duties of 
ddUbrMt'^ftfpares and fits fix the subsequent discharge of 
the'ditttes 4»f "paareiMs. T^ey who, from principle and af- 
i^eflMi, iare truly honoul^d their &ther afid mother, will 
iM^'Skid dierish, and protect, and do good to, their own 
chAiiiBti. ■ The' one set of duties are an excellent prepai^a- 
lafieibi' "the other. He who knows experimentally the 
\fSftatt^^ k child will be able, even in the exerdse of pa- 
reMIll- anthrority itself, to apply the golden rule—" What- 
i O tW Iif y^ ^ktrald that hlen should do to you, do ye also to 
thMi >llkilsWise."^A right state of feeling, too, towards 
ipikeo^' amionjlpBt the members of the same family, will 
mftdllblf be lU^compamed with a right state of feeling to- 
wllrda «WB another; It can hardly be, that brothers and 
sittefk- Bkoidd have the same congenial sentiments towards 
the objects of their conmion affection, and yet hate, de- 
spisvaad ill-treat one another. 

4, 111 this firsi of earthly relations, the general principles 
ffoMarify and iubtfiis^km may be properly cousidered^s^ 
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compreliended. It is natural that this relation; bong^tlie 
foundation and origin of all others, should, in a brief Bam- 
mary, where it was neither intended nor possible to enftw 
into minute specifloation, should be selected for tliti pittf- 
pose. When the mind is properly trained to fililil inV 
ordination, it is prepared for legitimate snbordittfldtion of 
all other kinds ; and the duly principled exercise of jiar- 
ental autiiority will fit for every othef description of di- 
yinely instituted rule. The precept thus contaiins, as I 
have said, a genyunating principle ; so that the heattthat 
is truly, and on proper grounds, right here, will not be fiur 
wrong in any of the other relations of life. The niirftery 
is the elementary training school for them all. 

5. These general remarks seem to receive ooonteBance 
and confirmation from the very frequent andlogiM tb^ 
ence to this relation, in speaking of the nature and diims 
of others Thus, of superiors in age it is said-*^' Itebuke 
not an old man, but entreat him as a father:"-— Princes 
of peculiarly excellent and patriotic character are the 
fathers of their people ; — Men of eminent usefidnesft and 
high estimation in the church are, on the sam6 ptiiitittAe, 
fathers— <' My father, my father T exdaimed £lbha 
to the departing Elijah — << the chariots of Israel^ fdid the 
horsemen thereof :"— thus too, servants r^fard and' ad- 
dress kind and afieotionate niast#rs-^2 Kings v. 13^— i-^e 
pupils of the prophets were, in old times, denominnted 
their sons ;— and the converts of a minister of Christ are, 
in the phraseology of the New Testament, his splrithal 
children— << Though ye hav» ten thousand in st ructors 'in 
Christ, yet have ye not Ttimy fathers ; for in Christ Jesus 
I have begotten yon thirOu^h the gospeL*' 
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Oa «iieh 'groorndft m dieiie, tfae compreheiishre princ^tte 
ct intarpretatioii may^ to a considerable extent, be vindSp 
catedyJamL tescned frsm }i«nk oengnre and hasty ridicule. 
Too maok may faavie been represented as actually indnded 
and. dioeedy inGolciated in the precept : but, as one of a 
few loading principles, intended to bring the moral duties 
wtthia the limits of a very brief statement, and by their 
influence to train and discq^line the mind for all the more 
minute details, it will be found, in the place which it oc- 
ciq»ies, to bear the marks of divine wisdom. 

Th^re is a declaration of our Lord, in his sermon on 
the mount, which bears directly on the subject before m 
of the continued oUigation of the moral law, and which 
must not be passed without due notice* He says, Matth. 
¥• 17» 18, f< Think not that I am come to destroy the law 
or the prophets : I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. 
F<ur Terily I say unto you, till heaven and earth pass, one 
jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all 
be ftdfilled." In the connexion in which these words 
staadf they i^pear to me conclusive of the present ques- 
tioiu Let us seriously attend to them. 

The general sentiment of the words appears to be, tiiat 
there was a perfect harmony between what the Messiah 
had come, to accomplish, and all that had gone before ; 
thpt there was no contradiction, no incongruity. The re- 
mark applies to the whole of the preceding revelation. 
Of that revelation no part whatever was to be frustrated, 
or made void, by his coming and work. All, on the con- 
trary^ instead of being << destroyed,'' or subverted, was to 
be ** fulfilled,*' or ratified ;— every part, according to its 



peenlkr mtame and eML !E)r<ay'decl«ratiott <rf God 
thviM'be pFoved tnie^ every pnedi cti w i' ■hottM-fcid^itt 
adtoaapMnhmmkt %• erety'^pti^mm^ and ef&y^hrfMbMof^ 
alioiild<l>e)v«rified; evMrf ^type dumld'nlecn'WldL'teiMis 
retpoiidiiig'TeaLily, 'evwy iilnd»ir find i(fei*milistHiwi^ <M^ 
iBStitutiQik itoi appropriate oiijeqt ; aad ihk mbbl^'dtiim 
ancientiire^relatieii slioald kare (Ha ctivine'MidvoiMjr eallh^ 
liriitd^iandishoidd contaaue in'^Ml f(MPoeyM aH* iiitegial 
part of the c4CB[i«Myctili<m8'()f '6k>d\»>inM< and 'i^ 
men, retainbig'>to ^tiie'end^'iA conjniictioli Wilii*Ae Ke^ 
Testam^OLt, t^e character given of it by the apo(Eftl^**in 
oppotitian to all' that is a|MM:ry]^bal and h«iB«aF^(< 'FMite 
a;«hild' thon hMt knovm die HolySoriptn^et,' whkhMft 
able to «iake thee Kdse ^un to sahrationy^ throojuliifUtlf HrWSk 
is in Christ Jesus. - All Scripture ia- given ^ by «infi{)kiliiMi 
of God, and is^ profitable for dootrinoy fdrvejilrooF, 96t*ikit^ 
rectaon^and fof instmotion in rigiiteonsnesS'; thtt^^ldia 
man^oS GMl mafibe pevfeet, thevougMy tRtihiUAed'ttiEHJl^ 
every good HX^rkr- < 2 Tim. iii»"15-^17. ' " ■ " -^m lu.nu 
It is with '<.the kw^' not with <' the prephete/'lehfldrWti 
hanre at present to do. • Respeeting it Jesosiaffinsts^'tilit 
he came not to destroy, bat to Adfil^-^-^and Ixy lblAi,l|$¥^it6 
the' minutest << jot er ti«tlei" Now^ tbereis M^'ptaet^ 
the law, to which, at first viewyithisdeelaraticni'ttiayi^ 
pear hardly applicable; diat part,^ i nMUi^ wlodi^flMdlf 
called the ceremonial law. • Was netrtke whele'systi^ii^'lC 
wiM natnrally be asdsedy of tiiat typtdd'-andnnfaad^Wy lAiaid 
to be ^<.doioe away in ChHsty^'ia' be finally and fiit^<^^ 
set aside •? I answeiv most taasnredly. .. At the tune wlisa 
our Lord uttensd the werdsy*it had ^ wasted 'oM, uadUm 
ready to vanish awayk'''^ •The* 'entire' 
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WMi abonl to he abrogtied, ami to tgnreflaee to m new, 
inoiB qpiritoal^ aad pdnimiicMt «tate ef tiiiiigB«*^Biity trae 
a8.4hifliii|.iiherekaaiinportaBt Mnaoy in wkkh enoithe 
jcoiwiaffiiiri few. did'ttPtffiuL , Tlnl oaiiiiot» witbtnyipi*- 
piiety, ]K(:i«dito4Ul|tirJuck fUl^jtantwani e¥«iy chid ]n^ 
ppfedtinbiitiby bim who i^Minted it. -Such rwM the •ease 
■buMfu-t Biy diiiCoiidDg»aiid<wiNrkof Jesnflydte^iidOTtde- 
^gil^c^i 1bi» wicifliytiriliMEd^wM Madediitinc^ 
ipdi Rt was jauid^iiiiatufeBt iby^beiag.£UhfilML Brevy {mhtC 
of .k a^naibdd itsi iDl(|€wt# Not 'imejot^ir tittle oouldbe 
(f^dwlin »4ms jteiijj^ct^ tofaiLM.Notl^iinosfemiiniteTit^, 
(llijOifcaiiigft«iioe.of a rite^ in the eatire syitein of f3tff«inD>- 
iMfJiOhNtrYMMoe^ fiuled ofih»nii|^ ite ifiifiiny exflauied 
4^iU:9iiB0EfHWieaccomplicdiedL~^Iii th]« .way the divine 
wgalbiompsfiot, that system w&b established^ It was shown 
t^tbof^ God, and in erery part of it to be worthy of its 
,4nithoiU Its exoelknce lay, not in itself, bnt in its re- 
Jinwise.to what it. {Hre6gured,*^iB its end, and in itsappva- 
piateness to that end. In itself, it consisted of weak and 
bi^gpgaiiy dements ; but stiU they were the elements of 
^yshat. wfas traoseendently excellent and glorious. In itsdf, 
*UUi'h»d 9ae< glory by reason of the glory that excelleth ;" 
but of; that very glory it^'might be traly said to have par- 
take|Bi» inasma^kasit oODtained its emblematical refaresea- 
yitjwuy ■ ttvf symfrrirsl pre-intimations of ^Mhatwhidb 
waa,to,4)oiBe*"*-^TU8ipart.^ the law, then, had its inlfil- 
mmt^ ; Its end waa. answered ;>and its divinely perfect 
adaptotiotn to that «nd was made beautifully apparent. It 
was ^' the biHbigIng in :of< a 'better hope \* and the full re- 
vdalioB sdf that. better. hope gave honoor and lustre to 
ihat whiak < rcpresaited « and 'introduced it The ceremo- 
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was nerer ao tr&hr " migwMed anii madB licnat»iig- 

J 

Able," 88 whm it "mm Adfilkd and set ttdde. WKcai''^ fte 
San of rigliteocisiien " aroin, lie shed baisk ^ hiWma^'Vf/lA 
<m aU that had gone before, niumiiuitiiig its €iUeiUc4t]t»'iBd 
impartiiig to it a glory mue^n tifl then^TInu, it wik Ikt 
from being any piart of de. design of Chiilit'g'iidaiilaii'liad 
work to do dishonour to any- one of die previooi instffaH 
tions of God. On the contiary, erery diVine end, in e^irj 
dirine ordinance, was clearly shovm and folly amwered; 
<< not one jot or tittle fiuled ; all wap fulfilled." 

From the connexion, however, in which onr Lord's 
words stand, it wiH hardly admit of question, that he has 
a special reference in them to the marcU rather dian ^ 
ceremonial law. All that follows, containing explanattims 
and comments on precepts strictly moral, is an eyidenobof 
this : — and the two immediately subsequent verses appear 
peculiarly decisive of it: verses 19, 20, << WhosoeVer, 
therefore, shall break one of the least of these commaad- 
ments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least ia 
the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teadh 
them, the same shall be called great in the kingdonoi Hf 
heaven. For I say unto you, diat except your righteous- 
ness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes iind 
Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdcna of 
heaven." — Is it not very dear from tiiese words, that the 
commandments of which the Saviour speaks are command- 
ments which were to continue in force in << the kingdom 
of heaven," or the New Testament church ? If not, How 
could the breach and the non-inculcation of them on the 
one hand, and the observance and teaching of them on the 
other, be the standard of estimation and honour in that 
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ksigdoBti? .NQir.iv?e kmaWf both, firam the •nihority of 
tl^ diTii|^iM^o;c||d» aii4 frpm qarresponding ftct» that this is 
nqf the flMQiWitli the institvitioiis.of the ceremonial ]»w ; 
^p-4n4.n^th0r is it. the owe irith the peculiar ciril polity 
of th^ Jeif94 1 Of . what, commanciinents, then, can our 
liQr4 be, ooneeiTedjto speak, if not of the precepts, of the 
ngtfll^al law ?«^To (Hupposfs him to speak of the ceremonial 
]l(w,.,tt!Kdito affiim that the man should ba of no repute in 
thf kingtlom ftf l)ftayep» wJbo himself neglected and taught 
others to negl^tt.oTjeiii the least <tf the outward and typi-> 
d^ ii^tutes,of: Judaism, wopld be at utter Tarianoe with 
th^ epitire charact^. of the diyine scfa0me,«»at Tariance 
is(^ bpth ^udaufm and Christianity, — with the temporary 
afidfPreparatory. nature of tlie one, and with the spiritua- 
lityi^u^TersfJity,. and permanence of the other. And no 
less, inconsistent would it be, to apply his words to the 
ins^tutes fif tlie. Jewish ciyil law ; these haying been de- 
i^|||^e4.for th0, nation of. Israel, and haying no possible 
y^acQ und^r the new constitution of the church of God. 
Nothipg remains,, therefore, to which his words can he 
applicid, but the moral law ;— -that law, of which, accordi 
iia^glj, he i^imedi^tely proceeds to correct the misinter- 
pr^tatlt^ andabiises, ao^ to.afiCum, in opposition to these 
Ae qgiiitu^tiy. and e^tensiyeness, in all its requirements^ 
. I ^e fi^me, t^en, not to subyort, but to fulfil and ratify, 
Uie,$naral Iqw • .<M^.d J n,eed.not say, when the connexion 
of lifs .FPrd^ is considered) that I mean the moral law, m 
gfp^ to Iitrad* He was to fulfil and ratify it, as well aa 
li^ ceremonial ; but in a different way, a way that ac- 
eorded, as in the other ca^e, with its natureand end. The 
eiid.of the oeremouial law did not admit of its being per-. 

d2 
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nmient ; the end of the Inond lAindid uot^ndiut of kt 

being teraperary- The eefeHotiiftt laW" omifvwed* 6|i <mAi 

when it had introdneed* the n0^'tfpBnimtl'dkspeBm:d9at\ 

its saorifices heitilg si^eneded by that of CAoeiit, ondiiv 

<< divone wasfatnge^' by the << nunietratiiRi «f the BpitiU*' 

But the mond faM<r has foip ita end the regMh<iiDn' of 'tii» 

heart and. eondnct of' men :: aad^ tiuit ^beigy ? > pernu M W iit 

end, -the nide ia 'peFmaatent' for ttB< oontiniied att W Hiiirit ift 

The ceremonial law did not ildl^ alttMugb! it joeased." ili 

cessation was Mt> itafkilHre; ;fbr bcfture it ceased- it- haA 

served itta .pmrpeaei rrBut^with legard to^tihe moral Ln^; 

oeasatioft woald be»&yiioe. '-Its -end would^'to a great e!»- 

tent,beiri]•t^ltod^•itsp«rI^ecllt off intiieimddt. That 

purpose remai]iB ta be answered) so long as tfaffiref remaiiir 

an acoonntable ayent.on eartib^ of^ whose-charocter^it'is 
designed aa die idireolor and tke •test*' /. i>/ 

• In considering^ therefore^ » litlleyin «rhat manner tihe^ 
moral law was ratified^ fulfilled, prevented from ^iuhng, 
by the work of Christ we* laay find ikrthar evideiiae'«f 
its permanent ebUgation. In iUustration of>tlB%-iet ae 
reaianLoMi^ -v . •'•. < , . •• ■ <>. /i,^ *i.i if- • 

' 1. In llie.finsti place, ^t the highest honourt was pot 
upon the law ^ /tUmPM^perfaaiobediBnet^pmii Usfjnitipii, 
— The Jaw of (rod had been ^foarfolly disfaenouredlby the 
disobedieaace and rebellion, ofvmen. .\ It had been disre- 
garded ; it hadbeen tram^led^utideit foot. In' the kearte* 
of the vast majority ite; principles 4iad nc place, nor ks^ 
pnecepts in the practice of their livesi And eyenimdM 
best of meiv--4he best of tiiose "who had been renewed by 
the Spirit of God^-'^f there was net one that presented -a' 
genuine and faithfol. transcript of its h<dy >requkement8. 
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But in dtft'liMttC dfi <^4lie kmnn Ckrbt Jmob," the leading 
j^naafUm^wi'flimre ioi Cknl/Mid kve' to msii^ mi which, we 
hairB«eeii|'it>Lki«iinnped«p, were tinketly perfect^--Afier^ 
hckuJB. d^pdeldy-perlectinexweuei Hdh^ watno-defi- 
cienayv^ B*' dkviiitioi^^^iiot iii.eiie theiigli%> or word^-or 
lilok)iOv>aeti«U'( finery chord of "tfaatlieiiriwiMi in ^vfeet 
UHflflm I "Blrerf I fliep «f lint life was* on tiketoentvo-lnie of 
hobfi Tirtse. f • Thei imro «ye of < Onnrisoienoe, im^ the stoGt- 
«* ecmtaiy, diifaseniikl ndtUng there bnt what>itddigfatifid 
teibehdid^:' The c^Mtaotdr WM a fidl diiplay. of what the 
^diidnio <hcw vlqnired^up.a dkpiay,' inich aa nearer had been 
«een}:tn> earthy 'trinoe paradise waa lost, it ^< magnified 
aud mad* k: haaomabW When you look at thia << man 
-€hiiiat'iJe8utf'-**«t'<f.holy^ harmlesa^ nndefiled, separate Amn 
^nmen/'-yott'see « perfeot oomhination of every. 'exoel- 
-Jenee : and yet, what move was this than a tiving exem- 
pisfimrtiffli'fof '.the •ditdae law? * Nev^ waa sach honour 
pnt'iiq^it'; IMV^ was itaexcelleitee so gknondy shown, 
laa 'wlim, lin Ite obedience of tlie Son^of €k>d^ it met with 
4ii di-peHeHl; eoiinterpart,*— as when He said, aadfulffl* 
led the saying, << Lo I come, — I delight to do thy wiM, O 
•my Aodip^aa^ thyJaw is within my heart.'^—>The bearing 
ofvtltta^ mr^reseatt itabjeet we dball see innnediately. 
Ml i&''.Ho verified' his ^edaraitieik, is* the ^second plaoe, by 
-€tukurmff»4hi'iau^i penal stmclion ^"^-^hearmg wkaiwas due 
:^mMg ttta/iiizcm«M4Jrhat hisisuffsringa and death amounted 
(to this,-«-tkf t they- fWeie' eubstkutionally p6ttaly>and an ex- 
jhanation of. the law's< cnrse^ is affirmed in many parts of 
4Bdtiptnriei;< «'« Aa-many as at^ of the works of the hiw,' 
fiays'.Paiali Ool. iii^ 10^; Id, << axe under die curse— for it 
u nvnlten^ Cursed i8i:6ireirjiione*Jlhat oentinuetk not in aU 
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tJiingv writteiru<he-|iook«ftlieb^ Chri|t 

liath redeemed as fimm^hetcnrto^Qf lJie*Uw, beiiiii'iiMlde 
a eune for as." AU tke fsferiiigtt whidhr GErtet ea ihun d^ 
tog^BtheriHldi tiiei aoovieA ^lealh in iwideh Ui^yiMihiiu' 
ated, were in fiolfifaneiit of 'the denonciatiotti M< the >ki# 
ag^ainat -traiMigi«»sioiib ' Ita Baactioii was' ai ssrey 'tti'iiti 
preoepts were righteeua. The eiirae had dmne aariAMintjF 
in it, nrwdl a« the «Mnmanda>enti. Kfkle kttw do^int 
find their fblfilraent, '1^ fonncirinttBt find its fa tecu d am 
The eommandmeDft heing yiolated, the cura^ is inettrredt 
and somewhere or other it mnat ilight,--— oirtiieaiuMi^ or 
on the snbstitnte. Its vials of wrath rnvst be poavedioBk 
The law would otherwise be dishonoured ; «nd iWantha^ 
rity and glory of the Lawgiver compromised asBid tan* 
nished. Jesus << magnified the law/' by giving a pnblia 
manifestation of the impossibility of its being titosgrosaed 
with impunity. The law was covered with glory, iiImib 
its fearful sanction was owned, and vindicated, i^d est 
dured, by such a Mediator I Its exoellenee ais a rul^ of 
characjter having been manifested in his sinless life^ the 
righteousness both of its requirements and of its peMaltj^ 
was attested and recorded for ever in hn atonii^ death. 

Now, surely the law under which Christ was muA&^ 
which he perfectly obeyed, whose sanction he enduriM^ 
irom whose curse he delivers, was not a law of merely 
partial 'and temporary obligation ; confined to the Jewf^ 
and to the period of their peculiar economy. If it was, 
then his atonement could not extend beyond the limita 
of the 'law's obligation. It must have been confined to 
those who were under that law. This appears an ine» 
vitable consequence. Tlie curse, from which Gkrist is 
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tfireamitad m haviag ikUTored ihote who were under it 
vf.heeaadmg a curie te theoiy wa» the curie pronouneed 
»jtfa0]»w«f MoseiW' It was'thatkw which said, on the 
me hendj '< TheiMui that deeth the«e things shall live by 
heiii;"'aiid» on the other, << Gnrsed is ererj one that con- 
iimeth not. aU the wonb of thii- law/'*— or, in the apos- 
Ub- eqniTaleiit tenns^ << who eontinneth not in all things 
fritten in the book of die law to do- them." Thi% then, 
8 .the- curse from which Christ sares* . But if the Jews 
nly .were under that law» the Jews only could be under 
to. emiie :-— and if the Jews lOnly were under the curse, 
be Jews only eeuld be redeemed firom the curse. The 
iw of Moses, therefore, must be regarded as, in its moral 
rinciples and requireiaents, the law of mankind; iqdnd- 
]g<tui4er its obligation, and its sanction, men of all coun* 
tiea, ai^ of all generations* If we would not restrict the 
bBptanent and the deUTeranoe, we nuut not restrict the 
\sw* When the apostle repeatedly affirms that ^* by the 
Beds of the law no fieah living shaU be justified," he is, 
itlioot question, spcMJdng of the law as g^ven by Moses. 
Uit if that law was exclusively Jewish^ then " no flesh 
ying" besides the* Jews were under it; and it was very 
aip. to say that th^y oould not be justified by it, seeing they 
Ofild not be ccmdemned by it. Their condenmati<m must 
ave been on the gvonnd of another law. But of no ptheir 
vw ifl Christ repres^ited as bearing the curse ; and there- 
nre there can be no provision made by his propitiatory 
ioath for their deliverance. 

3. In the third plaoe, Jesus honoured and established the 
aw by his sfimbud interpretaiian rf its meaning. Men 
lave naturally a great aversion to the hold which the law 
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takes of the heart. ' They <»iiii6t< bear itespirit^^ In^ 
flnenoed by this dislike, the* JeiHsh lUterpretervjmt'iqMMi 
its precepts many :fei8e glosses, corresponding ^ith'thsir 
carnal, wivrldly desires. They limited Imd -esplainirf 
away whatever was most offensfre, and "aodonimodiited 
the law to the liking* of lUlen natore. This-AyMettr tf 
misinterpretadon and perrermon, our dirlne MikMv in'thiB 
sermon on the mount, eelM himsdf ^ 0|ilp^se« H« ii'ilot, 
as we have already hinted, to be understood nii'piitllag<a 
new construction of his own npon •ancitot' precepts, ae* 
oommodating theih, by a spiritnal interpretaidon,ttoNfW 
Testament times. Even were this supposed to betlittr«ittef 
it would be far "from lessening Ihe force ofonr'Scr g iM me il U 
It would rather, indeed, increase it. , For why iMmdliDid 
this spiritual commentary on the law^ as the sense iil'wIMi 
it was to be understood in his own kingdom, 'unleaviatfliat 
kingdom it was to continue in force ?= ' Bn< we lippreiHlHd 
it was not so. He rather asserts die primitive ixixmAxg 
€fi the commandments^-^dieir original and' peltnamM 
import. They were always spiritual, llie- kvwd of 'Ate 
Seardier of hearts cotdd never be otherwise; Th^y ahttiys 
required the regnlatibg of the thoughts and desiras (tfiMm- 
formity with their principles, as well as of 'the^w6rdS'Md 
actions. Christ does not, as many^em to iknagian^'te' 
prove upon Moses : — he explains and ' enf<NN3es 4he tftte 
sense of* the law, as given by Moses, wh^i'ukioofn^ptJed 
by Jewish glosses and traditions. In thi£^ way, tOO^lM 
« magnified and made it honourable." Its giory-cotftsisls 
in its spirituality. By a contrary style of mterprieltation, 
it was dishonoured and degraded. Atfd, so fta^tfottii om» 
curring in those connnents, by which divine precepts w«rt 
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radaoedy^nd modifiedy uid destroyed, Jem* set himBelf 

agMiii8tkrl)i«ft t asseiliiig- tke glory and the entire and per^ 

maiieiitraibUgalioii of the law, in the full spiritual ainount 

of BTeary one of its reqairemeiita. Instead of nftaking yoid 

thafaKWv Im thus showed hittself jealous of every encrooeho 

neoi^ and of every oonruptiony and determined to maintain 

its: nwwiHiad ?purity and heartniearching perfection. 

' Xiol aliDr candid, peiscm read those ports of the sermon 

onj4fa0imoimt9 which- contain our Lord's oommeats on the 

laWy and try if 'he can persuade himself that those pr^ 

oeptH, of whichy with diyiae dignity, he reprehends the 

penrefaioB and affirms the spiritual and comprehensive 

inqpcirt, were precepts of a law which, after all his solici- 

todeaod pains to expound and setde its meaning, he had 

hiwholf come, to set aside, and of which the partial and 

temporary obligation was immediately, and for ever, to 

oeaaoj ;- Can ho imagine, while he reads, that tHe io^ter* 

pretation relates to paH time <mly 9 Can he conceive^ that 

when, the Divine Speaker, himself possessing all the 

authority of legislation, after stating the misinterpretation, 

auligoiiia his own solemn itictate, <' But I say unto you" — 

<< Imt I -say unto yoa)"-*-he has no referotice to future obli- 

gation»lmt is speaking of a rule which, at the very time» 

was en the point of abrogation ? For example ; — when h^ 

says, "Ye have heard that it hath been said by them of 

_ • 

old- jtime^ Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine 
enemy ; but I say unto you, Love your enemies^'-^it is 
needless, surely, to remind the reader that << Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy*' was not the 
law of Moses. The precepts ^^ Thou shalt love thy neigh* 
boor," never involved in it a permission to hate an enemy. 
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It wag} on the contrary, the express reqnigition of that 
law-^<< If thou meet thine enemy's ox, or his assy.gojnig^ 
astray, then shalt surely bring it bac]^ to him agai^, .. If 
thou seest the ass of him that hateth thee lying under hit 
burden, and wouldst forbear to help hini,,thpu shi|lt.sui;^ 
help with him." Elxod. sdiL 4, 5. And wh^n, in Aiffwsr 
to the questioi^ " Who is my neighbour?'-' Jcmbus d^yor^ 
the parable of the good Samaritan, he inculcated on hip 
who asked, the question, and on the Jewish ppople^ p» 
new principle or precept of his own, but what the law of 
love, as given by Moses, had all along required. Surelyy 
then, nothing can be more unreasonable, than to^ 8upp(N^ 
that when, in the sermon on the mount, he << spake ^s <m$» 
having authority," he merely explained a law, the fi&foA 
of whose obligation was nearly past, without at all in^(|: 
ing to lay down any rule for the future I And if he dill 
intend to lay down a rule for the future, whi^ is that i^ole 
but the law of Moses spiritually interpreted > — that la^ in^ 
terpreted in its original and divine meaning ? , ■ , 

I do not mean to say, that the spiritual interpretatioii 
even of a law that had ceased, or was about to cease, w^uld 
not have been doing honour to the law, and to. the ]«iff- 
giver. It would have been both. The ceremoni^ Jfor 
w^ honoured, by having its true nature ai|4 design 
pointed out, although it was to cease; and so, even ont^ 
supposition of its temporary obligation, would the moril 
law have been honoured, by the authoritative deydam- 
tion of what the Divine Lawgiver intended it to be, daring 
the lin^ted period of its continuance. BujI; the King of 
Zion goes further than this. The law which he spiritually 
interprets he establishes, for perpetuity, as thi^ law of his 
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dwn Idngiflom. The iHide of his langnage intimates thai, 
and especially thai; in the nineteenth verae — ^' Whosoerer, 
therefore^ shall break raie of the least of these command- 
mentSy and shall teach men so, the same shall, in the king« 
doM dfheayen, he called the least; but whosoever shall 
do and teadi them, the same shall, in the kingdom of 
heayeni, be called great." I am at a loss, I repeat, for a 
principle of explanation to these words, if "in. the king«- 
dom cf heaven," or under his own mediatorial reign, the 
commandments of which he speaks were not to remain in 
force, but were only to be r^arded as remnants of the 
past, as Jewish antiquities, as the enactments of a divine, 
indeed, but abrogated dispensation. ' 

To these considerations I might add, that Jesus hon- 
oured and estabUshed the law, in his recommending and 
enforcing obedience to its precepts by new and powerfbl 
motives, — even all the motives of the light and love of 
God contained in his gospel : — and in the communications 
of his Holy Spirit, for the express purpose of bringing 
sinners, through the discoveries of that gospel, into con- 
fbimity with its requirements. But, on these topics, I 
shall not insist, as they open too wide and general a field, 
and are not so directly connected with the present argu- 
ment. — This much, however, I may further say, — that <Ae 
naiun rf the connexion between the law and the gospel is 
such, as to afford the very strongest presumptive evidence, 
that the former, as well as thie latter, is universal and per- 
manent. First of all, then, it is the law that necessitates 
the goepd. It is because the law has been broken, — 
broken in the very spirit and essence of all its require- 
mentSy by the alienation of man's heart from God, — that 
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the grace, of the goepelhaB become iieoeMttry* iTheWeedi 
of the law has givoB rise to the fgemaag exjgeAo]^ tin tihe 
condition of man, which the medtatwtt.ef Ckns^iinm\iid^ 
jBigned to proYide for. The- law itself as -given, hp Geili 
is, never represented as >< unto death," bnt M«ni#i life*!-i(It 
w^ << ordained unto li£B;" and its language eirardhiM hettif 
and ever must be-^<< Thisdoy and.duou. sfaak.live«'^<^BBl^ 
in regard to the purpose (^obtaniing Me^ itiwaa^ioU, 
and it is still, " weak through the-flesh,* Wpes&ctly.iNnqM^ 
teqt to the end in itself, but incompetenl Arougjkthe 
d^ravity of man. << If there had beeii a lamr. givea^" wtsp 
Paul, GaL.iii. 21,.<< whidi oould have given li£e,(«venly 
righteousness should have been by the law: "« — ihattii^ 
if the law of God had been such as that msm, .theiSiitjaQt 
of depravity, could have rendered to it the ohedieilto wUsk 
it requires ; or if that law had contained in it; any .fvo^ 
aion of pardon for disobedience; then jusUficatian,riAr 
aoc^tance with God, should have been on the gitound^ 
that law. But all men being, in spirit and practice, tnmh 
gressors, this is out of the question. RighteouanoHB CMi# 
not come by the law. << The commandment^ whiohMflmi 
ordained to life, is found,'' by the conscious sinner, >^tobt 
unto death," He feels the necessity of grace, and is shtit 
up to Christ << as the end of the law ftu* righteousness^ to 
every one that believeth.". << . For (what the law cottld not 
do, in that it was weak through the flesh) GtNl, sending 
his own Son in the lik^iess of: sinful flesh, and for sin^ haA 
condemned sin in the flesh; that the righteousness of. the 
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the Aesh, 
.but aflter the spirit." Rom. viii* 3, 4. Of what law is it 
jthat the apostle, in these and many other similar jpaasages, 



tpedai^?'* Itm«M-beof a hrw tint was mi inspired record : 
»writlea>lwfr»/ •Bot'AetewBs no writton Imr, no law on 
intfpiredriMevd^, except? the Mosaic Are we, then, t6 snp* 
pose,^ tUitmhis argvment respeeting^theMicessity of the 
g#aGe'4fihe' gospel, the^spesde draws his oonK^ions-fiiom 
a knr Aat was Mndiagnpen she Jews alone, and of which 
th0^M[>]]gatio«ilastiedi iio'>loi^r dian till ike doeeof the 
Qld<ttiid-Seinpoiai«y^ dkpenuilion? If we db soppose-'this, 
tlMii'mist^ h^MsimcIiisiolis be- limited. The eirigeticy of 
ih^eku^ arkiBg^from iihe transgression of the law, could 
ant, as we tomeriy noticed, only^ as to those who wend 
mider ike hi w. And if tae are called to demonstrate the 
li S UWslljf of the grace of the gospelitour, where are we to 
tftlM^<#arMMiiad? Where* are we to &id oar demonstrative 
t^ipr/ "^« faaivne divindiy delivered and antheftticated 
laii9'ifroai«the principles and preoepts ofit^hidi we dm. 
dedvfia<a«r -coMilnsiotf ; for Ike onlj such law that existed 
beftre»tih« gospel never, it seems, comprehendedmider its 
s aaas tte ii' aftorethsn one peo^e^ and, hairing- passed away 
whh the>dbrogated institutions of that people, now com* 
pnliell(Ai*noiie wkaSerer of the human raeel We have 
ne> stimd,' thea^ in framing ear demonstration, but what we 
caD'CAs hm tf matumrorj the intimations of the divine 
wUlgadnved ftmn the dictates of conscience in falli^i men; 
widilM ihe ten thoasand biassing and blinding inftucnioes 
by«iildu«h those dictates are perverted and diversified. We 
hanr^BMNPettfed, no divinefy authorised standard. Even when 
we liAvesacceeded in proving the inspiration of the sacred 
Yiflffilii^''we have still no inspired law, from which we 
am- arga4» with our fellow-men, in demonstrating how 
^vy lokKc d authority «f CM has rendered the grace of 
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the gospel iieoeiiary for thenu We out thdw iknn m 
oar book .the goqiel whieh rerefJs tibe ground of .pvrdipi 
bat we cannot thow them in our book the Uw wIMi hM 
oondemned them. There is no nich kw therew Thweit 
a Jewish law ; but there is no law of uniTendl #iid pMv 
petoal obligation ;-^-4h0re is a law for the aeed of. Aha* 
ham, and for the ^< time then present^" bnt not a laar Air 
mankind, and for all generations. Does not this iwalrti.f 
material deficiency, in the authority and oonsisteacy of ear 
argument? Ourlawandourgoq^lmustbederiredfipoai 
different sources of information ; the one from reason aad 
conscience only, the other from revelation. It is vain to 
say, in reply, we hare the law of Christ. True ; butlhe 
law from which we must deriye our demonstrati<m of the 
necessity of the gospel, must of course be alaw. thai ext 
isted before the gospel,— not a laW given by the Anthol 
of the gospel to those who receive his grace. When the 
apostle, after saying, as before quoted, <^ Kthere had been 
a hiw given which could have given life, verUy right^ooit 
ness should have been by the law," immediately, adds, 
'< But the soriptare hadi concluded all under sin, thatAe 
promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to iheD 
that believe ;' what means he ? Surely by *^ alT* heiag 
" concluded under sin," he means Jews and GenHtes alika 
But << sin is the transgression of the law." When, there* 
fore, the scripture << concludes all under sin," it conchidei 
all in transgression of the law,--4md under the condemn- 
ing sentence of the law. Now, there can be no leasonr 
able question, that tiie law of whidi he had been speak* 
ing, and from which he had been reasoning, is the lawiS 
contained in the Old Testament Scriptures. That, there- 



fotBi ttnit Uv6 been the original and iuuTeraal law, bind- 
ing oil nil mniy vnd die test by which tihe rectitode or tlie 
ponrCVMneit «f the dktatea of reason and of natural oon- 
acieiMe^ is tei be tried acnd determined. I ctemot bnl re- 
gard tlua Tiew of the case as highly important. I cannot 
wyfilig^y admity (what tarast, howerer, be the case on the 
hypothesis iaa qnestiony of the partial and temporary oUi- 
gatim of the law of Moses) that tiie i^HMtle's demonstra- 
tkm.of the necessity of the grace of the gospel from dw 
£Mst of the law lutving been bn^en, embra^ in its con- 
ehinOD the Jews alone. And as little can I wilDngly 
adavt, that, in our demonstration of this necessity, we can 
tsflke Onr portion on no higher and snrer andiority than 
thai?, of nsftonl eoiiscience ; that, though we can show a 
diTinely rerealed gospel we cannot diow a divinely re- 
vealed ]aw,-»bvt, while we appeal to revBladon for what 
wa ai|gae ft^ can appeal to reason only lor what we 
argwe^^tMn. 

^'I^faole the law liiiis shows the necessity of the gospel, 
and; by convicting the conscience, impresses its vahie, and 
FAcominends its groAe to acceptance ; the gospel, on^the 
odiJBr Mej endears tiie law. ^* The mercies of Qod,** as 
iMMte Uowti in- the diflooveries of the gospel, fill the heart 
of tiHe' behoving sinn^ with overfiowing gradtadei Feel- 
mg l&i Heed' €£ a Saviotir, and seeing in Christ a Saviohr 
sdited ■ to his need, he is ci^Wated by the grace that has 
pmtvid^ soch a Saviour, and, under the impulse of that 
holy love- which has displaced the native enmity of his 
hettPt^ is desirous to << glorify 6od," as the Grod of his salva- 
tion, «< tKth his body and with Us Spirit which are God's." 
Ilk this- i^tMe <tf mind ttnA heart, how ivifi he regard the 
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litw? Does he hale it, became it ha» eondeiiiiiiM him? 
No. He teet and edrna it to he *'hcif,'«id>jttMjllad 
good«" He regardi it as a transcript ef tile Blieral«eMrik 
lenoe ef its Diyine Author ; and, in proportion lui'htf^ 
l^;ht8 in Gody he deligft^ in hii Umr. Ev c t' f pni e j p y rfit> 
new that he has been freed from tiie fear whick ladk^talv 
neat, and has iMt dieattraetioiisiof dii^e'lo^e^ and^MM 
his heart tip to their inflnenoe, eomee before Usfmldd mWl 
intimatioa of the wall of onet» whon» kehaa'beeoril^'fnia^ 
itely indebted. The law isthewiU ef Himwh^hta gtttt 
him thegospely**Mif the God of his saivation^u^the Oe d ^lhi 
<< delighteth in mercy/' — ^the God who ^< spared not his'^fUrn 
Son but freely gare him up for us aU." Every eQtMdl^ 
tion, therefore, in the gospel, whidi demandaand drfcwtt 
forth his gratitude, recommends and ^eiidears theiia«K 
Haying renounced the heaTenF-insolting prenintptifKll sf 
dependence on the law as the oendition of lifi^-'Me'ifet 
cannot renounce it as his standard of duty. Of tUit ne^* 
life of which the frith of the gospel is the priiielpl^*tiM 
law becomes the role. Eivery yiolalaon ef any*'ef iti^pw 
cepts 13 now a trespass, not against antibeiity oniji'^'ini^ 
agaast love, — the lovethat'^passeth knowledge/^lMrongte 
to light by the gospeL So that, while he '^deiighili^ia 
the law of God after the inward man," his chief- dirttoi 
of spirit arises from the << law in his members," tkat*8t9l' 
<< wars against the law of his mind," and strives to hffing^ 
him into subjection to the law of sin. Such is thb ooa- 
neanon, and such the reciprocation of influenee, between 
the law and the gospel. The law, by giving the kasrw- 
ledge of sin, and convicting the oonscienoe of gmilt,vaBd 
filling with the fear of wrath, reooBDUflods to. aceeptineethA 
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grftoe flf lhefMfieLs-t4-and Ae^^grAoe of ^he giMipelr tteoeiTsd 
tWtfcnpflf ty jgd i^mt^iiHoTa, jecemiMendB to obedknoe ike 
pBtt^ftpUti^i dw law.i.<TIifr'will<t>£i Ae lawgUr^ ir en- 
dm^flifAj^^iht^'gift^ of > ike. Savaeiir >-*auUl the kieHever 
tijPk ipi^igiMPiily) f1 I>o ffnl Ikes «Bafc» v^ 
filMkAfiiBfldfifarkMlf ffnt^vw^ iesteblkb t^i kiW The 
Y^v^flTKi ^kMi«*kofgt0pt]iiaqM]«y n tiie fUflUuif o(f«tfae 

^tajts^V^i^iihipsgfQitAmmk «cLednoa ^'mmd isiid inrtioar of 
9fmfr^^ XkarsfdrtBtl teteenki all iky «ibtmnaiBchitoMits emi-' 
qffp|ngtfaHrtk]]|g«<;l#•^ber•ligkt;'BBd i bate- ereiy fmiie 

inliEitbi>veg*rd|tindei3d, toike reiMnrmting^' power ef tke 
flVQii^ iai(|bO)(flpiiiliiaUy: enlightened BOi^ 
^IMPniti.taJi >iWiieD)iin'0onver8ioB^ a simierm'^'Tene^red 
«l^ ^tlQlintiflf Ilk teand/' and. << putt on^OkriBt^'^wkkl 
do^fl4lu.4tanctep<keoime ?<r Wliat doeatke goi^ 
ili,%f. rAvea at not.Mnj^ A'tsto fCOM^mi^ to* the *iawf 
liiQi^tJi^aey wkAl moie^ what better^ «an it do ? > W» luvre 
abfifidii teen,' lint tke firatpromise of the new or gospel 
aiwni<»t i> tiiiefe^fiod'infl <«pat hki kw in the inwwd 
piRfa«;Mdvi]»te<'it:inrtke heart:'^ — and while the 'Spirit 
ofr QtAidQtfl tittB, he docsit bf the &GOverf to the mind 
o£'iboidaiio Torealed.iin'dM goqseL It is ait tke^foot^tf 
lAo^axMs tkat tke heart TeoeiTes this new lo^ireBa of-the 
dnrbieJaw; an impresa tiMt it lukeeqnently- tnnseribed 
iiito>th6 life. I say, wkot other, or greater, or better 
change 'tkantkia caa the gospel be supposed to e£Bset? 
Whom the apostle says^. << The oanud mind is enmity" 
9g|ainat God," he expresses the sum of human dejNrayity* 
And what is ihei proof- aadmanifeatatioa of the enmity? 
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It lifii ia iriui* imsiedialieif fidlowB— ^ lFV»r it ii not tdk- 
J0et to the law of God, neither indeed can be.** Hour 
can a mind at enmity with God be rabject to a Utw of 
which the principle and essence is loYe ? And whid does 
the gospel, bat introdnoe this principle ? ^* Faith weik- 
eth by knre.*' Faith produces love ; and lore obedlenoe. 
If enmity is the snm of opposition to the law, lore ia die 
sum of conformity to it.— The law, we lunre said, is a 
transcript of the moral excellence of the Lawgiyeir. Is 
there, then, any difference between the view of dmt eSf 
oellenoe given by the law, and the view of it grren bydiv 
gospel? I answer, No. There is, substantially, none* 
There is no discrepancy between the one and the othor. 
The law is said to be ^< holy, and just, and good." It 
corresponds in these its attributes with the diaraoter of 
Him who has given it : — He is holy, and just^ and goodi 
And what else is the testimony of the gospel? VThtX 
does Calvary teach us of God, but that he is holy, and 
just, and good? The difference lies (for a difference 
there is) in the kind of display given of the divine ^ootU 
nea. The law is good. It is the preceptive will of a 
good God. It is fitted to promote the well-being of iU 
who obey it. Every command, and every prohibitioi^ is 
the command, and is the prohibition of a benevolent bemg. 
But for transgressors, the law contains no intimations of 
goodness* It is all threatening, — all unbending justice. 
The discovery of goodness to men at grnners, belongs not 
to the law, but to the gospel :^— and it there appears under 
the aspect of mercy; mercy being goodness in its relatioB 
to the guilty and the miserable. And where this gospd, 
-—the revelation of the mercy of God in CShrist,-«^xei1s 
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9 reMwing eneigy oa the •famer's Iwart, wliat better cm 
; ifi than rendering him hcdy, and just, and good ? What 
etter than bringing him, in gpirit and in oondact, into 
rogreipTe conformity to that law, of which tfedi k the 
^Yinely impired description ? And what law, we again 
ak, ia this ? Is it not a hiw to whidh we can pomt, as 
wtfaoritatiyely dictated in the book of Ood ? Ia it not 
he htw of which the heart-searching spiritnaliiy was 
syinced to th^ apostle's mind and conscience by its dos- 
ng precept, << Thou shalt not coyet?" And we repeat 
rar former question — Is this, can this be, a law that 
bae passed away, and whose obligation never extended 
b^ypnd the precincts of the land of Israel? Is it not 
rather the law of God to man f — ^that law, whose essential 
principles constituted the divine image in which he 
was originally created, while their absence is the sum of 
his, fipostasy ; sinless conformity to which was the per- 
fection^ of the heavenly Saviour's character ; the inscrip- 
tion of which on the heart is man's restoration to his 
Mahfr'f likeness ; and which, when the inscription is 
pe^eeted, and the remaining traces of sin obliterated, 
shall be the glory and the bliss of the paradise above ? 

I have been induced to dwell the longer on the uni- 
versality and permanence of the law, because it is an 
«BsentiaL link in our present argument ; and because of 
its general importance in other connexions. The formal 
denial of it has been recently revived by a writer of 
eminence in the English Church;* and some other di-> 

* Dr. Whately : £8sayt on soum of the Difficulties in the Writingt of 
Sc Paul Emex V. On the abolition of the Mosaic law. 

E 
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Tines, of tlie most evangelical sentiments and improved 
character, hare been disposed, I cannot but think unwit- 
tingly, to adopt the same yiews* 

The sentiments of those wbo admitting, in general^ the 
pfsmianence' of the moral law, question, notwithstanding, 
the moral nature of the fourth commandment, and^ rank 
the Sabbath among positive institutions, shall be consi* 
dened in next discourse* 



DISCOURSE III. 



ExoD. XX. 81 — 1. 

" Bemtmbtr the MbbtUk-daiff to keep it holy* Six days shaU tkotf 
labour, and doaUHof work : But the seventh day is the sabbath ^ 
the Lord thy God : in it thou shak not do any worh, thou, nor thy 
son, nor thy daughter, Ihy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor 
thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates : For in six days 
the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, 
and rested the seventh day : wfterejbre the Lord hUssed the sabbath^ 
dayf and haUomed it.** 

Having, ui last discoiirtey gone at consideraUe lengtli' 
into the discussion of the general question respecting the 
coiltuiued dbligation of the DecalogQe> we shall now talce- 
some notice of the sentiment of those who, wliile they do* 
not question the permaaenoe of the moral law generally^^ 
are, notwithstanding, disposed to reftaA the Sahhatik- aa 
belonging rather to the class of positive institutions than 
of moral precepts, and to make it an exception to the 
general principle. 

In commencing my observations on this view of the 
case, it may be freely admitted, that the Sabbath, con- 
sidered as the setting apart of a special day for a special 
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purpose, does bear yery much of the aj^anmce oC|k j^i- 
tive institute, — an institute, that is, the observmcQ^^f 
which is founded solely in a specific enactment^ «li4.u iif^l 
deducible from the general principles of moral oblig^t^Hi*^ 
That in one respect it is of this nature, namely, m^$t|lf 
as regards the prescribed proportion of our ti^ie to \^ 
devoted to the end in view, we may notice more; P^^ 
immediately. But in the mean time I wish to rem^urk^ 
that, even on the supposition of its being entirely^ pwi-^ 
tive, the conclusion against its permanence is too tiastf. 
If, indeed, it could be proved, that it belonged tfi. ^ 
positive institutions pecuUar to the Mosaic ecomani^i H 
might not be so easy to evade the inference. Ba([^r|9p 
the mere admission of its positive nature^ the in&ref^iif 
not legitimate. That it may, be abrogated, is a fair ^ 
duction; that it mtisty is more than the admission w]arrai|$f|« 
The question comes to be one of h/ct. Has it 1p09f99fi4ir 
yinely instituted ? and if it has, has it been divinely reptah^ 
Persons are apt to fancy, that, in order to prove ^f^J«^ 
cient Institution not to be binding, they have notJbu^jtp 
do but to show it to be of what they call a positive uilWflf 
But this is obviously a mistake. An observanoe: ^v|u^ 
can plead the positive enactments of divine authoip^ i|f 
as really of moral obligation, so long as it contiiines.pii^ 
pealed, as if it were cme of the eternal and universal frfin- 

/■ 'It-;"* 

* ** Under tlie name of pontile institotions, we comprebend idftlMM 
impositions and restraints, which, not heing suggested fo any ippH'lir 
his conscience, and having no necessary and natural connexion irith .ti^ 
dictates pf that internal monitor, seem to have no importance hut what 
fhey derive from the will of a superior y^ho presoribes theni.** -Honl^. 
Serm, zxi. < . 



dptos'of rigbt and irrong. Wlio will presume to inter- 
jUMd Ids imtliority, to set aside wllat the will of Deity 
Imtf dnaetedP No> will but Ids own can abrogate his own 
ittStStttttons. Ill the case of the institutions of the Mosaic 
o^fliaiual, we hare his revealed will for their abrogation 
ai'ti^ll SB for their obserrance. We know from himself 
t&UI Uneir tise was partial and transient. But we distinctly 
^^ttfy and have /endeavoured formerly to assign good 
reuon for the denial, that the Sabbath was at all one of 
the peculiarities 6f that dispensation. And if we have 
succeeded in making good our point, that it had its origin 
at creation — ^we have, on Dr. Paley's own admission, 
equally succeeded in settling the question of its universal 
Had permanent obUgation. Let its nature be what you 
will — moral, or positive, or mixed, — ^it is a divine institu- 
tioii; — a divine institution, not for the Jews alone, but for 
mankind ; and for mankind, not during a limited period 
only,' but to all generations. — The question, therefore, of 
its moral or positive nature, is not a question of which the 
settlement is indispensable to our argument respect- 
ing its permanence : — ^for, although the establishment of 
ita mond charactei^ might, on the one hand, infer its per^* 
petaity, the proof df its being entirely positive would not, 
on tfie other, infer its cessation. 

The' question, however, is still important, and inti- 
mately connected with our discussion ; especially as we 
are unwilling to allow the adversary even the seeming 
advantage, unreal as it is, from the supposed positive na- 
ture of the sabbatical observance. A modem writer of 
the Ebiglish Church, formerly referred to,* says — << The 

♦ Dr. Whately. 
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fourth commaiidinent is eridently not a moral, bittafiNd- 
tive, precept. The dc^^ma of the Assembly of DhriHes, 
at Westminster (in their confession of faidi), that the 
observance of the Sabbath is part of the Moral law,- krto 
me utterly unintelligible." This is truly surprising. Surely 
the very place which the fourth commandment holds in 
the Decal<^ue, as one of ten, of which all the other nfaie 
are without controversy moral, a£Pords of itself a proof, 
which, although it may be characterised as only presomp- 
tive, is yet of great force, that it also is of the same de« 
scription. How came it there ? How came the Supreme 
Legislator, the God of order, to introduce into the midst 
of a code, distinctly and confessedly moral, one precept of 
a character so diverse from all the rest ? This is, a prwfi, 
highly improbable. Yet, if the precept did bear upon it, 
decidedly and unequivocally, such a character of diver- 
sity, however much we might have wondered at the seem-* 
ing incongruity, we must, of course, have admitted the 
fact ; and, whether able to account for it or not, have ac- 
quiesced in its propriety, as the arrangement of a wisdom 
superior to ours. But we cannot, by any means, admit, 
what appears to this writer so manifest. The view gmii 
of the commandmaat, by the Westmiaster Divines, as 
'< part of the moral law," instead of deserving t^e designa- 
tion of an << unintelligible dogma," appears to be not 
merely defensible, but the only sound and consistent one : 
and the sole thing that seems unintelligible is, on what 
principle a mind like that of Dr. Whately should ever 
have regarded it in such a light. 

It will not surely be disputed, that the worship of God^ 
and the cultivation of the principles of piety, or true reli- 
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giwo^ we datim of a moral natiire. What duties can be 
more 40 ? Ttey.beLongi to the first and highest of all our 
mml relationsi-fthat in which we stand to our Creator. 
There k no denyinig this. The presoribed exercises, and 
Itfrowed ends, of the institution are> in the very highest 
sense of tibe term» moral. But if the worship of God, or 
the ecquressioh of those sentiments and afiections towards 
him wiiidh constitote inward devotion, be an incumbent 
moral duty: it is a duty, for the efficient fulfilment of 
which some stated seasons are of obvious utility. If, in- 
deedy there is to be such a thing at all as social worship, 
in which men jointly recognise their common origin and 
dependance, and their obligations to their one Maker and 
BeinefiM^r, and thus cherish, on the highest gromid, their 
mutoal feelings of unity and love,— utility becomes too 
feeUe a term; such stated seasons being evidently of 
imperious necessity. And the universal practice of man- 
kind, even under the corruptest forms of false religion, 
leems to ascertain such social worship to be a dictate, 
either of the law of nature, or of original and traditionary 
revelation. If devoting a portion of our time to such pur- 
poses as the Sabbath is designed to promote, be a moral 
doty ; then doles it not, naturally and properly, belong to 
GU>d to determine and fix the proportion ? 
, The truth is, that the commandment may be considered 
as 4>f a mixed character. The duty which it enjoins is 
moral — ^pre-eminently moral ; while the precise propor- 
tion of time, authoritatively demanded as sacred to that 
duty, is positive. For aught we can perceive, Grod might 
have created the world in seven days, and rested on the 
^hth ; or in nine days, and rested on the tenth In the 
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latter case, instead of weeks of seven days, we should have 
had decades. We do not feel, in making such la spapposi- 
lion, any thing at all inoongmoos, — any thing in the least 
degree revolting to our moral principles. If we ' d'oj a 
m<»nent*s examination of the feeling will satisfy ns, tl^t it 
arises entirely from the association of sacredness ^Mtli'the 
actually existing arrangement ; and that, had this ain^'^ 
ment heen one of decades instead of weeks, the feeling 
would have heen exactly the reverse of what it ' is ;' Ae 
sacredness heing attached to the tenth day, and the uneasy 
misgiving to the seventh. But the admission of the posi- 
tive or arbitrary nature of the mere proportion of the 
time cannot, with any semblance of reason, be considered 
as nullifying the morality of the precept. There is nothing 
more of the positive in it than what arises from the iieoes-t 
sity of the case. The duty itself is moral. But, in order 
to the regular and effective frdfilment of the duty, such a 
fulfilment of it as shall be most conducive to his own glory, 
and the benefit of his creatures, the infinitely Wise and 
Crood has seen it needful to prescribe a time for it ; — not 
to leave the proportion to the capricious option of every 
individual, especially in a world where, he foresaw, there 
would be so powerful a tendency to neglect the duty alto- 
gether, — ^but to set apart and haUdw a definite day,— to 
say, One day in seven shall be devoted to sabbatical r^t, 
and the employments and purposes of devotion. Does 
the precept become, in consequence of its assuming this 
definitive form, less moral than if it had been couched in 
more general terms ? Why should a command, wnich, 
had it simply enjoined that God should be worshipped, 
and the devout affections cultivated, (and I might have 
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added those too of humanity and mercy,) would, without 
hesitation, have been ranked with moral precepts, become 
Imfit for a place amongst them, — so - unfit as that to con- 
.sider it a part of the moral law should be pronounced 
f < unintelligible," — ^merely because it adds to the general 
injunction of the duty the prescription of the time of doing 
it ? — Let me illustrate my meaning by the supposition of 
|i parallel case. The law contains precepts of benevolence. 
Suppose, then, that among its moral commands, there had 
been one, not simply enjoining practical kindness, but, 
^dong with this, specifying the extent of bounty to which 
that kindness should reach ; requiring, for example, every 
man to devote a tenth of his substance to the support and 
comfort of his fellow-men ; to the advancement of their 
tjemporal and spiritual well-being : would not this have 
become a duty of distinct moral obligation ? It would not 
surely have lost its moral nature, because, along with the 
general principle of benevolence, it regulated the minimum 
of benevolent bestowment. The analogy between the 
supposed case, and the case illustrated by it, is close. In 
either, there is what I have called the fixing of a rAimmum, 
The only difference is, that the one relates to time, the 
other to property. Elach says, this much at least ; but does 
not prohibit more : this much of your time for the service 
of Crod, and this much of your substance for the good of 
men ; but as much more of both as a pious or a charitable 
disposition may prompt. 

Let no one allege that my argument goes to establish 
the moral obligation and permanence of tithes. By no 
me^s. There is quite abundant evidence that the tithing 
system was peculiarly Jewish ; as iiiuc\l «o «& \!ki<^ n«£v^\s^% 
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otlier pr^BMaribed gifts and offerings by irhich diyine midSs- 
trations, and ike ministers who conducted them, were tihen 
to be provided for. Could eridence be produced tint, 
either for the purposes of piety » or of charity, a tetith was, 
by a general law, required of mmi previously to the Mosaic 
economy, and that, under the gospel dispensation^ tins 
rule, like the other m(Hral prec^ts, is repeated, as retain- 
ing its authority, the objection would have been valid ; nor 
should we have sought to resist the conclusion to which it 
led, of the permanent moral obligation of the tithe. These 
are the dbrcumstances in which the law of the SaUbatii 
stands. We have formerly traced its obligation to the 
beginning of the world, and proved its universafity ; and 
we shall, by and by, see the amount of proof for ito 
continuance under the gospel. AU that we contend for 
at present is, that its being the appointment of a set time 
for duties admitted in themselves to be moral, does not JEt 
all. affect its moraiUyy or deprive it of its right to a place 
amongst those precepts of the law, of which the moral 
nature is universally acknowledged. 

It seems to me, I confi$ss, a very strange thing, that, 
because this command prescribes the proportions of time 
which are to be devoted to secular and to spiritual concerns, 
to the labours of the present world, and to the service 
of God and preparation for the world to come,-»-it is 
therefore, entitled to rank only with positive enact- 
ments. Is there nothing moral in the use of time ? And 
can there be nothing moral in a precept that regulates, its 
distribution ? Is not time^ on the contrary, one of those 
gifts which we are most in danger of undervaluing and 
fonsequendy of squandering and abusing ? And are we 
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not, from the eardily tendencies of onr .nature, in especial 
danger of appropriating it entirely to worldly oecnpations 
and ends? And would not tliis be most immoral, and 
most iiyurious ? However little thought of, time, whidi 
is a species of universal property, is in reality more pre- 
cious than any other. According as it is neglected and 
abused on the one baud, or employed and improved on 
the other, will it be productive of a corresponding amount 
of evil or of good, — of glory or of dishonour to God, of 
ben^t or of injury to man. It is the first thing for which 
we have to account. The responsibility attaches to every 
hour. Every moment, as it fiies along, bears with it to 
the judgment-seat a charge of evil, or a testimony of good. 
There is no one thing of more serious consequence than 
the moral use of tiimy — the application of moral principle 
to its occupation. And if the Divine L^islator has laid 
down a general rule for its distribution, — a rule inclusive 
of our twofold interests, for time and for eternity, can 
there be any rule which has a clearer title to a place in the 
moral law ? As a precept that merely distinguishes one 
day from another, it has the aspect of a positive institute : — 
but as a precept fixing the great general principle £6r the 
use of time, and directly designed for the very highest 
moral and spiritual purposes, it must be assigned to. a dif- 
fere^t dass. 

But it has been argued, that we are partial in our con-< 
chisions ; that if we are bound by the fourth ccnnmand- 
ment as a part of the law of Moses, we must be bound 
with r^^ard to the day^ the mode of observance^ and the. 
j^mcdty affixed to its violation. — This is an objection which 
calls for our serious notice. 
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Widi regai^ iheI^ to the ^»fia^--(f€r we'sliaU f0t^^ 
the order in whidi we have named lite* pvtictikurll)i^^ 
may be observed, that die particohur ponisfameiit am ieartd, 
under a peculiar dispensation, to the transgrenidn of flttty 
command, does not affect the nature of the conlmtttid itstf . 
It is adventitious. It is not properly a part of the <MM- 
mand. It may be only a temporary appendag)&'to*a ^M- 
cept, which in itself is moral, and of permanent oUigimibii. 
We have formerly shown that the law of the Sabhalb 
was not a peculiar institute of the Mosaic ritual, but wHb 
in existence and force from the beginning. Like oito 
moral precepts of the same antiquity, it was introduce 
into the law given from Sinai. And were we to consider 
ourselves as bound by the penalty affixed under the J^- 
Lsh theocracy to the violation of this particular law, let' us 
see to what conclusion this would conduct us. — Idolatry 
was, in like manner, under the Jewish dispensation, pun- 
ishable, as a capital offence, with death. Now idolatry 
involved guilt, as a transgression of the first commandment 
It will follow, therefore, that we are not bound by the 
moral prohibition in that commandment, unless we are M 
the same time bound to the execution of its then annexed 
penalty. — The same was the case, too, with sttAbomJ^td 
disobedience^ which was a trespass against the fifth cdm- 
mandment ; with adtdtery^ or the violation of the seventh; 
and with blasphemy^ the breach of the third. These are 
confessedly moral precepts. Are we not at all bound, 
then, by the moral duty which they inculcate, unless we 
are at the same time bound by the enactment which made 
death their penally ? — I am aware of the reply. We aire 
bound, it will be said, by the moral principle of such pre- 



9q»tft ; but it k not €tt <r jEMMt cf tke law if ilfMe»,-4t is not 
u gwen to the Jeifis, We have fbnn^ly noticed tiiis dis- 
fiiiiction> as ati inconsiderate and nntaiable one. An 
nlpervatioh or two more may set it in a still clearer light. 
Why did JehoTah separate the seed of Abraham as his 
peculiar people ? Was it to make known to them troths 
md duties which belonged only to themselves, and in 
■chidh the rest of mankiiid had no concern ? Certainly 
DO!t« It was to reveal to them his character, and mind, 
sod will, and fntnre purposes ; that there might be a record, 
and a practical remembrancer, of what was in danger of 
braig universally forgotten. Now, what should we think 
of that man's wisdom, who, with regard to any of the 
great truths revealed by €rod to the Jewish people, those 
for example respecting his unity, and his various natural 
and moral perfections, should say,—- These are important 
truths, no doubt ; but it is not as made known to the Jews 
that we are bound to believe them I Yet, would not this 
be much about as reasonable as to say, in regard to the 
dkoovery of the divine wOl made to that people. These 
are important moral precepts, no doubt ; but it is not as 
gwe» to the Jews that we are bound to obey them? Why 
were these .truths made known by Jehovah to the Jews, 
hit because they were, and had from the b^inning been, 
easoitial and immutable truths respecting Himself; — 
truths whidi had been '^rnost surely believed" by man 
belbre the entrance of sin, — ^but of which the awfal pre- 
valence of evil had nearly swept the remembrance from 
the earth ? And is not the same observation applicable 
to the discovery made of his iDiUy as well as to that made 
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otlm ekaraderf Why is a code of mord piBoqitft gifw 
to the JewB, hut as a record of what had been frwh the 
first the essential elements of hnmaa duty,— >4he iaotal 
law of God to man ? — It may legitimately follow^ thera* 
fore, that we are hound by the moral preeq>t»>-^thongfc 
it does not follow that we are bomd by the peooliar peor 
alty then annexed to the transgression of it. 7[%ens is 
no inconsistency, in regarding the former as of muTenal 
obligation, and the latter as peculiarly Jewish. The law 
respecting the penalty, indeed, arose out of that exokh 
sively Jewish system of government, established and 
maintained by the immediate presence and interpositioB 
of Deity,-r-"the system usually termed. the Theocracy. 
No other people can be bound to conformity to the penal 
sanctions of the Jewish law, unless it can make out fat 
itself the existence of a similar relation to 6od. Bat 
this does not at ail affect the universal obligation of its 
moral precepts. 

With regard to the <f t£^ie» of the day, or the mode rfit$ 
obsertfanee; we cannot, without anticipation, enter into 
the subject now. We shall consider it largely hereafter :— * 
and one point which we hope then to establish will be, 
that the differences between the observance of the Sabbadi 
as enjoined upon the Jews, and the observance of it as 
obligatory on Christians, are not, by any means, so great 
^a is generally imagined, and as the present objection 
assumes ;«r^that the peculiar strictness of the Mosaic sab- 
batism, which has been considered as in harmony with the 
stem and slavish character of ^< the ministration of con- 
demnation," has been extravagantly over-rated; — ^that in 
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fact die greiit prhicipleft by Whieh sabbitlical duties ai^ to 
be r^folated yrexe the «anie under tlie old ba under the 
tt^w economy* 

It is further objected; that if we are to follow the 
injunetion of the fonrlh commandment, we must be 
bound to the obserraace of the particular den/ cf^ week 
on which the Jewish Sabbath was celebrated : — that iis^ 
we should hold the aevenih da^y and the seventh day 
alone, sacred. 

In answer to this part of the objection, I would begin 
by observing, that it eqmdly applies to the law of the 
Sabbath, whether we r^ard the institution. as a part of 
the l>ecal(^iM, or as commencing from the creation. In 
either' cuse, it was the seventh day that was hallowed by 
God, and observed by man. The objection, therefore, 
is df the greater consequence, inasmuch as, which view 
soev^' we adopt of the origin of the Sabbath, .it would, if 
valid at all^ be alike condnsive against the legitimacy of 
the first day of the week.— * It is of consequence, however, 
in determining to what the precept binds us, to bear iii 
miikd tibe necessary diversities in the natural divisions of 
time in diffiBrent parts of the world. It is obvionsly ini- 
poi^ible that the command, whencesover we date its 
oUigaticm in time, can bind us to the observance of the 
same identical hours which constituted the Sabbath where 
it was originodly instituted. The beginning and end of 
natural dayis, and consequently the beginning and end of 
weeks, necessarily vary according to the latitude and 
longitude of places ; and while in some countries, as 
amongst the Jews, the day is calculated irom sunset to 
amiset, in others, as amongst ourselves, it \« T^kowft^ ^^xcs. 
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midnight to midnight. It is inconceivable, thata pfi|Qept 
of this kind shonld be made to depend,! in the essenre of 
its obsenrance, on circumstances such as th^se^ ^vki«h 
might render conformity to it in some instances dificolt, 
and in others impracticable. The Sabbath, as a di^, osa- 
not, in the nature of things, be celebrated at the.^ne 
time in all parts of the world. Whether it be the. saveath 
or the first day of the week, it must be the seventh or tke 
first, according to diversities of latitude, and according to 
established customary modes of computation. — The ten- 
dency of these remarks is to show, that, since the esience 
of the observance required does not depend on the identity 
of the hours and minutes appropriated to it in diffienest 
places, neither does it depend on the identity of tiifi>4ii!f 
itself. — Let me not be misunderstood. I do iiot:aiiBSD) 
that, provided men set apart a seventh portion of their tiifie, 
it matters not which day of the week they select for ^ tjke 
purpose ; that they may acconunodate this to their Ofni 
convenience, every man choosing for himself and keepi^ 
his own sabbath, — or even varying the day from week* to 
week, as considerations of personal or domestic seasonaUe- 
ness may direct. Far from it. Such a principle would 
be utterly at variance with all order, and with the divine 
purposes in the institution of the Sabbath. What I mean 
is, that a divinely authorized change of the day, supposii^ 
such a change can be proved, is not a change that at all 
affects the essence of the precept. The observance itself 
is essentially the same as before : and the general reason 
of the observance continues also the same; only th^ 
there is superinduced an additional ground to, diitt. pa 
which it originally rested, — and that additional ground 
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one of such magnitude and interest, as, in the mind of the 
Legidator himself, to warrant the alteration. 

The case stands simply thus : — At the original institu- 
tion of the Sabbath, one special reason is assigned for its 
eelehration : — '< On the seventh day God ended his work 
idiich lie had made ; and he rested on the seventh day 
from all his work wbich he had made. And God blessed 
the Sabbath-day, and sanctified it, because that in it he 
had rested firom all his work which Grod created and 
made," Cren. ii. 2, 3. The Sabbath was thus, in its origin, 
A oonmiemoratlon of the great work of creation, — a day, 
to keep men in mind of the origin of aU things, — ^^of the 
power, and wisdom, and goodness of the all-glorious 
OreaCbr, and of the duty of fearing, and loving, and wor- 
shipping, and serving him. This was the grand primary 
reason of the institutibn ; and this reason has never, by 
any change, been superseded. But when the law of the 
Sabbath was long after enjoined upon the Jews, — while 
the original and primary reason was assigned for the ob- 
servance, there was an additional consideration urged upon 
them, as a motive to conscientious steadfastness in this 
duty. This you will find in Deut. v. 12—16. " Keep 
the sabbath-day to sanctify it, as the Lord thy God hath 
commanded thee. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all 
thy work ; but the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord 
thy God : in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy 
son, nor thy daughter, nor thy man-servant, nor thy maid- 
servant, nor thine ox, nor thine ass, nor any of thy cattle, 
nor thy stranger that is within thy gates ; that thy man- 
servant and thy maid-servant may rest as weU as thou. 
And remember that thou wast a servant in the land of 
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Egypt, and thai the hoaA thy CM brought liwe Mit 
thence, through a mighty hand, and hy a atrei^hed-oift 
arm: therefore the Lord thy God eommaaded tihe^ to 
kee^ the sabbatib-day." That the ream hem aingHed 
-was only an addhioiial one^ not to the snpersedii!^ or ex- 
dnskm of die irst, we have mily to consult our teirt'to ht 
satisfied : — for here, in the solenm promidlgati(» of the law 
£rom Sinai, the original reason is the one that is qpedifly 
and alone introduced :•**<< for in six days the Lord made 
liearen and earth, and the sea, and all that in tliem is'; where- 
fore the Lord blessed the sabbath-day, and ha&owed it/' 

This, then, clearly proyes, that other considerations ib- 
^nlcating the observance of the Sabbath might be added 
to the original one. On the same principle on whidh God 
added a second, he might add a third. Make the suppo- 
sition, then, that at the fulness of time, the completion of 
the work of redemption had been assigned as a new trea- 
son for the celebration of the Sabbath, and that the day at 
the same time had been retained. It is evident, that he 
.who added the deliverance from £^7pt as a reason^ £or 
keeping the Sabbath, might have added also the grealer 
redemption effected by the Son of God. Had ibis h^em 
done, we should have been ih the very same drcomstanoeB 
(with the exception of the superior greatness of the addi- 
tional motive) in whidi the Jews were, when God's pow^ 
and goodness in their deliverance from EgyjM; were add^ 
to his power and goodness in creation, as a sublet of the 
sabbatical commemoration. But here lies the diff«retieeb 
The divine excellence of the work of Christ, and the sar- 
passing preciousness of the blessings of his salvation, are 
such, that they must not, like the tranporal deliveraaoe 
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fivm Efjfypty hold the place of a merely sabordinate, le- 
eondary, addhnmal reason for the celebration of the Sab- 
hath. They inagt hare the firgt place. First in the divine 
estimate ef exoellenoe and glory, they mnst be first in 
man's grateful and rererential commemoration. How^ 
then, shall thw superior importance be marked in the 
celebration ? Miry, in order to give them the lead, the 
day Tihall be changed. Creation had the day formerly ; 
redemption shall hare it now. Not, in either case, exclun 
srrely. The sabbatical commemoration of creation would 
necessarily, from tiie time of the fall and the first promise, 
be associated, in the minds of devout believing worship- 
pers, with the anticipation of the promised redemption ; 
and ike Creator be worshipped as the God of salvation. 
And in like manner, on the Christian Sabbath, the Grod 
of grace, the Qod and Fatiier of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
is worshipped, not to the exclusion of his creative power, 
and majesty, and goodness, although with special refer- 
ence to his redeeming mercy. Redemption only takes the 
lead, as it is so pre-eminentiy entitied to do, among the 
subjects of celebration ; and in this way, the change of the 
day no more alters the ni^ure of the duty, than if redemp- 
tion had only been introduced as an additional reason, and 
the former day had been retained. A divinely authorised 
^dmnge in the time is not divine abrogation. The change 
of the day does not essentially change the thing. 

I now proceed to observe, what is of essential conse^ 
quence, that the observmioe €i£ a Sabbath is the consecra- 
tion of A DAY — AN ENTIRE DAY, — to God, and to Spiritual 
exercises and ends,— 4i day's cessation £rom secular engage- 
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mentt. If it was a dbkj formeriy, it mittt' he a dit^ stOL 
There are thoee who^ in giving up the' ^eretiA da^l ghl^ 
up A DAY of religious rest altogether. Renoiiiicing' $& 
preyioBS'ObligmtioiiB, as cancelled, and takii^, or prdfi^tt- 
iag to take, their lesaon of duty from llie iNew Te^taoiient 
alone, they fancy that in it the whole amount of obligi^ 
turn connected with the Sabbath oonsicrts in the dufyof 
beUevers to meet on thai day for worship, in oomthemofuHon 
of the work of their Matter, This is. a point of first rate 
consequence. Let us endeavour to ascertain how it standi. 
That it is the duty of believers to meet on the first day< 
of the week, for the worship of God, and the celebration 
of New Testament ordinances, is generally admitted. It 
is plain, from the recorded practice of the churches in 
apostolic times ; of which we shall take a little notice im-. 
mediately. The question now before us is, not whether 
this be a duty, but whether it be aXL that the day requires; 
whether the Sabbath be a secular day like others, with 
the exception that on it Christians are bound to meet to- 
gether for worship, or whether the whole day be still 
sacred. Now, although I would not be disposed, on all 
occasions, to argue from consequences, yet there are cases 
in which the obviously legitimate consequences of a prin- 
ciple become a strong presumptive proof against its sounds 
ness. Now, it is very plain to every reader of the Ne# 
Testament, that while there is evidence of the believers 
having been accustomed to meet on that day, there is 
nothing explicit in the form either of precept or of exam- 
ple, as to the time and the duration of their meetings ; 
whether they met once, or twice, or oftener, and how long 
they remained U^ther at each meeting. The qitestion 
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thea immeduiitoly snggestB itaelf — If the day be secnlar 
like othco: days, with only this exception, — then what pro- 
portion is secqlar, and what proportion sacred ? How 
much does the authority of our Master oblige us to ap- 
propriate to the^public exercises of his service, and how 
mu^'does he leave us at liberty to devote to the world's 
engagements ? The language of Acts xx. 7. <^ On the 
firist day of the week, when the disciples came together 
to break br^lad, Paul preached to them, and continued his 
speedi until midnight," and, as afterwards appears, << even 
till* b|:eak of day/' — ^most naturally leads our minds to the 
ei>enin^ as the r time of meeting. I am persuaded that, in 
this qa^ it. W9S so ; — that the remarkable incident re- 
cpnle^y,!^^. the consequence of Paul's long preaching, the 
liifi^i^lfm meaaa to say, took place at that particular time 
of tbe.tday, when the disciples came t<^t]ier for the cele- 
b^lt^^.of the Lord's Supper. I 'do not doubt that they 
hm)[,met before^ at other times of the day ;'^but if I Were 
called to jnrove, in* point of ^EMst, that they had done so, I 
sipuqiild feel myself at a loss for evidence. Supposing, then, 
that they met in the< evening, is this the example We are 
tp imitate ? Some, I believe, have said it is, and have 
a4;|»4 Accordingly, considering the rest of the day as their 
owoy and evincuig>the earthly tendency of their minds, by 
t||a wse they htrve made of it. And can any who hold the 
same general principle reasonably find fault ? Theyiaof 
iQeet, according to their respective fancies, in the morn- 
ing <Mr afternoon, or both : but the others, the partisans 
of the evening, have 4|uite as good authority for their 
pn^stioe, perhaps better* The truth is, that on suoh a 
prii^fsipm hU is thivvu loose t aad the amount of observe 
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ance, undetennined by either law or exano^ley leflt to the 
ever- varying dictates of human caprice. 

Professors of the fedth of Christ would do well to ex« 
amine closely the principle, or the state of heart, htm 
which such a sentiment springSy-^the di8positi<m by whieh 
they are induced to argue away the observance of the 
sabbath, as an entire day of sacred rest and religious exer- 
cise. It is true, that we live under a new and mofe 
spiritual dispensation. But surely, never was in^lkd 
argument more unfortunate and self-destructive. Neyer 
were premises more &tal to the very conclusion diey are 
brought to support I We live under a spiritual dispenasr 
tion : — and is the secularising of the sabbath more heSA* 
ting a spiritual dispensation than the reUgious observanoe 
of it ? — more calculated to promote the divine life in the 
soul, than the dedication of it to the exercises of devotion 
and the means of heavenly-mindedness ? Is a spiritual 
dispensation, a dispensation of release from spiritual exer- 
cises? Or is there any one divine institution man 
eminently fitted for the advancement of spirituality of 
mind, than the day of Crod when duly observed ?i— So 
strong is the impression of this in my mind, both from the 
obvious reason of the thing, and from the genend experi« 
ence, recorded from many a happy and grateful heart, of 
the children of Crod, — that it forms a powerfrd presmi^ 
tive argument for the unlikelihood, (I had almost said the 
impossibility) of its having, under the new economy, been 
set asidc^ A spiritual dispensation is not a dispensation, 
surely, under which the means of spirituality are taken 
away ! And, when I consider the spiritual constitution of 
the sabbath, and it&i adaptation to spiritual improvemimti 



and the ftaifblly antiH^piritnl ocmaequencdg of its cessa- 
tion, I cannot kring myself toinngine, that such an in-> 
stitntion should be ranked hy the inspired apostle atnong 
the wosldly rites of a tcaiwitory ceremonial, — the beggarly 
elementa of ian introdnetory and camsl dispensation, — the 
bordenswne t^bsenrances of a ^'ydke which neither the 
JevB of hb time nor their fEitheirs were able to bear ;''^— 
that he.shoald characterise it as << against us, and con- 
trary.tio as, naik4 to the cross, and taken out of the way I*^ 
0^l is thiere a cluldof God that could feel this a pririlege? 
.pi-« privilege^ to be released from the duty of consecrat* 
ingea large a. portion of his time as <me d*y in seven 
to the sernco'of God, to self-examination, and to the cnl- 
tiTation of fellowship with the world to come I Is this 
indeed a part of Ae^ << liberty wherewith Christ makes his 
peqde free ?" What conceptions must these men hare 
of a spiritual dispensation, and of spiritual liberty, who 
fimcy it a part of these that they have a larger allowance 
of time for seiBular and worldly occupations I Is it spirit- 
uality of mind tkM exults in such a freedom ? I6 there 
apt, on the contrary, just ground for more than appro- 
hensioQ* when a man begins to discover and bring forward 
aigqments against the obligation to observe the first day 
ef.th^.wedc {assuming for the present the diange of the 
day) as aw entire day of holy rest and spiritual exercise, 
that i£f before, tlMve was any disposition in him to call 
it ^^ a delight^" the dispositiim is sadly on the decline ? 
lliat a Christian should be solicitous to add as much more 
of his time, for the cultivation of the principles and affee- 
A)i9B of godliness, as he can redeem from the necessary 
^gngtigemeote <^ the world,. I can readily understand. But 



that a man, under the full inflnenoe of t)ie.apuiUiof man* 
gelical piety, can listen with coropjaoenqr to i^Wtfifiiggi 
that would deprive him of a portion of his. qpvi^iaiL^mj^r 
ment, and abridge the inatitnted means of ' hi^ Mtnt^p^* 
ment in grace, — '' demands a doubt." I could nojbjdifin 
a more convincing proof that a man's heart is ,?. ]^.9ifht 
with Crod," — ^that there is a secret . spiritual dyrlewjiw^ • 
*^ leaving of the first love," than the discovery of a^-^W^ 
sition to insinuate doubts about the obligation of jtbftjpfcr 
bath, and to do this with a listless mng-fitmif andviAifft 
any apparent shrinking or trembling of heftrt-at t}M(«oop[y 
elusion : — nor can I &ncy a clearer evidence cf-M^Dbuffl^ 
.'< haying a name to live while it is dead," or i,mff^^^ 
nous symptom of its approaching darkness and defojlitisgi 
thau the prevalence of such a spirit, — ^the ris^'< %m1,p|^ 
grass of a tendency to speculate about the abrogV^tiM ff. 
even about the curtailment of the sabbath. ^ > o ;?' il ' 

::'■♦.; lit ' 

But what evidence, you will now ask, — ^whatteEvkltliM 
have we that the day is changed, and that the fix*t4i(^ 
thie week has, by divine authority, been substitnted^ftrldie 
serenth ? — The proo& on this subject have uianafljpilifKt 
deduced, inferentially, from the example ; of tha ^first 
Cluistians, as that example is gathered from the hiMT 
and the Epistles of the New Testament. I am moreiaad 
more satisfied, that there is evidence more direct thanitiUir, 
and in another discourse I hope to be able satinfiintoiily 
to exhibit it. I mean, not, however, to question thtrJMtr 
.ness or the sufficiency of the indirect argumimt.. . i iiki^k 
it perfectly conclusive. — That << the practice of the first 
^< churches (under the guidimce of the Apostles) si 



<«^MMMMM«r dMT Neir TMamcht, h eqnitalent, in vabe 
^■iiiJlwIltCH ity» to direct precept,** is a principle of the 
MMNfaiMi of which I am folly satisfied, as well as that 
^M^ hMwe- that which is equivalent to the precept, hy 
« iMrtrfaig^ ^ reetml cf the wage:' * That << the primi- 
** lire dmrdies, dnring the ministry ni the Apostles, oh- 
* Mrri^ the first day of the week, as the day of their 
^'Voebl worship and most solemn services," has been 
oiiiblJhhed from the New Testament with irresistible 
ftMe, especially firom two passages. The first is. Acts 
zz. 69 7. ^* And we sailed away from Philippi after the 
ibrfS tif nnleavened bread, and came unto them to Troas 
n ihr^ days ; where we abode seven days. And upon the 
first day of the week, when the disciples came together 
t» %redk bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart 
en Ae teesrow, and continued his speech until midnight." 
** It would seem, then, that the Apostle was anxious not 
<< to protract his stay at Troas a single day, after he had 
^ enjoyed an opportunity of meeting with the assembled 
^ CSbarcfa; that the day of their meeting was the first day 
^ of the week; and that for the arrival of that day, the 
^ apoade had waited an entire week. Now from all this 
*^ we fihonld infer, that no special or extraordinary meet** 
^ tng had been called, but that he waited for the day on 
'< which they were accustomed to assemble."f The other 
passage is^ 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2. <' Now concerning the col- 
leetion which is for the saints, as I ordered the churches 
of Chdatia, so also do ye. On the first day of every week, 
let each of you lay somewhat by itself, according as he may 
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. ♦ Bwder'a Law of the Sabbath, p^ 61, 6S. t Ibid. ^ 65. 
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kftTB pfoey«fe4,> fmtfebig it into ^he.tgt8maY^tk9^,mhml 
cemitt there nAy be dbeaiie ooUe«tiaB&/'*! ^f^Tbrni^mk^^ 
'* the apestle wb8» toiprevemt the aecemty.pf ynnkwgrfwlr 
f^ lectimis on his «triTaL . Ittis objeet could WMtb9l|ee|if}9(l 
^ unless the brethren not only bet. apartttheirt raspiMire 
^ oontributiens, bnt also coQaoted them toge^i^rnq pL to 
^ make one coiifflaon ftncU t They , ^could .onlyTpuspr (Afvi 
*< faito one oonunon treasury) wheu they i»ere. nBftWiMp<t 
<< together in one flacebr . They were, /dirfpted, thftre^M^ 
<< to make a weekly coUeetion, pn that day on wjhic^tthey 
'< were aoeustomed to meet as a ohnrch. . The day ^peoi- 
<< fied is the first day of the wedL. . On thefirat day>qf tfae 
wedk, therefore, they were aooastomed to meeli^togflther 
for religious obsenrances.** . > /hh 

The inference thus drawn from these pafl$4ge%taB<^ 
corroborated by irarions othem, as. weUiaabyaUithAiear- 
liest records of ecclesiastical antifuity, oaaaot heiW>^ 
stood. A« it etands, hewerer, it goes no further ./than 
to the fact of Ae first day of the week hayingkbeen the 
day on which the early Christians were in the fitmfii/f% rf 
holding theb assen^lies fi^r the oeLebratioK of. ths^ififr 
nances of Christ. The fiu^ is an impottaBt.ei>eft.imfi«B<^ 
'from whidh the sanctification of the day, as die day qftsab- 
batical rest ander the new dispensaticm, mayr^wOil 






* Dr. Macknight*s translation. There seems to be truth in the Dr.'s 
objectioQ to the common translation of the words v»^ Uvrf «At«> 
inrmu^iiM' " let eyery one of you lap bjf him in store **— namelff J^Mt U 
iB iBOODsistent with the last part of the vers^i << that ther^ be po^^fth- 
yerings when I goji^q:*'— for, accordln||[ to that translation^ the opUee- 
tions would still have been to make at the Apostle's cQmlnff.---TnfliottB^ 
ment of «iy friend Dr. Burden which X have introduced m,tlie 
discourse, is founded on this translation of. Dr.^MaplEfiia|i)^ ^ki^ io 
common with' him, I think preftrabk to thai of our tveeivad "' ' 



)i0* reasonaUy deduced. Yet we would tarn prem the 
iiifaMM^ itself, if it can legitimately be done, a little fur- 
titet*: — ^because lice ftntst n granted by some of those who, 
HOtwithatteding, deny or question the ecdgtenoe of any 
Mbbadoal distinc^on of days under the gospel dispensation. 
<-^nnis Etr. Ptaley, after adducing the usual proofti of the 
Itkt dhstfistiatis having been aceustomed to assemble for 
Ww e h ip on tiie first day of the week, adds : — <^ It will be 
i^TOm^mbered, that we are contending, by these prooft, 
^^for nO' other dbty upOn the first day of the week, than 
^^tiiat of holding and j&equenting religious assemblies. A 
** eessadon upon that day from labour, beyond the time 
/■^ of attendance upon puUic wors)iip> is not intimated in 
*^ any passage of the New Testament ; nor did Christ or 
*^-hfB*-llpOBtie8 deliver, that we know cfi^ any command 
« to their dismples for a discontinuance, upon that day, 
« of liie common offices of their professions : a reserve, 
■■< which none will see reason to wonder at, or to blame as 
*' A defect in the institution, who consider that, in the 
«<*ptriBdtive condition of Christianity, the observation of a 
'^*fiew sabbath would have been useless,or inconvenient, 
'*** ot*itnpnieticablei''*^ — Others are more decided and scom- 
<^fld:''-^<^ -Warned by the apostle," says a modem Soci- 
-"^4iian writer, ^ I presiime not to condemn any man for 



> The Dr. proceeds to Mtiga his reaaann for this. Bat the question 
til'oBe, ttot so mach of reasoning as of fact. And lie appears to foi^get, 
.sifeB in the reasons which he does assign* that, to a yery considerable 
estent^ the principle of them militates against the duty of holding and 
neq'aentlnff 'religious assemt^lies on that day, as well as ' against the 
'hi'itre oobiecratton of it to spiritual puiposesJ—Fotiy'f Af«r. and PtL 
i^hU. p. 8S6L JSiUn. Ed. 1616. 



'< — but, zealous of the liberty with wUcfa (DhifatfllaitiAtfde 
>< 08 iaee^f aa4 regap^ang, as • die apostle reooifaiMidrf^QA 
^'Bun% oensiireB for not ohaerrini^ liwi:flabhallt~da||!y)4 
'^-Ihave no hcBitadoii in asseiting^ 'diatiiBcklrrtdie{||oipci 
<^' dnpeiuatioh, < efi^epy day 'is -idike.' Of pkMie^ mokiMf 
^< I am a smcere advocate; and^- it-hbyin^ -kiopa -tdieiflguii 
*^ form practice of the Christiito Church; to '•SBemUe tte 
<^ thish purpose on the first day ef the week^s'I highlji^tii^ 
^^ prore of the continuanoe of tiiis* laiidabhi'«nd tnsefiri 
'< cnstonu B«t liiat onder the Chnstian dispeaetatMla mm 
<< day is more holy than another; or that liny>eibplDya)«iK^ 
*^ or any amusement, whidi is lawful on other jdayn^iv 
<< uhlawfni on the Sunday, can nererxhe pf oyed, vMhcr 
<< Dpom the Christian scriptures, ni fixim rfflonliMHiiU ani 
<^'tiquity/'* We need not be grelitly astonishtf^^thoiMM 
vrhxt could not find in the scriptures the-drviliily Mi 
atonement of Christ, the depravity of human- naitiivQj mai 
the existence and influences of the Holy ^ Spirit* 'fjUaoU 
hav^ beeb little at a loss to exclude from theili* thaiibty 
of sanctifying the Lord's day; and that, e¥en'«tritQr(4ft 
public worship of that day, he should haYieai M wte li|^Kteif 
the admitted example of the apostolic churches^ oomnMii* 
ing it indeed as a << laudable and useful. 'Cui^iUmiphind 
oondeseending to '^ approve of its oontinuamie^r (butiirot 
M iall allowing in it any obligation of divine amtikMitfi 
Bvt still, since the fact of the churches assenibl9i9;f«9 
the first day of the week is thus granted, and yet th« san^ 
tity of the day questioned and deniedy-^we wouU/ifidii 
try faow £ur any of die passages^ quoted iMr..refan^4ii^ 

* Belaluun'a BeYiew of Wlllieiif&rce, p. ilA* '' '''* ' * 



iihaPoititnfisAiKaum beyond tkd innpfe fnot. i We can^ 

m^yMiM[?iIi<piit the fuestioii to my of yow^ Wbot is A 
ireQfefi-4iyoiilwoidd;' Biwde isbfiorprise^ and, i£ you theai^t 
ht^HMhiMAilm^taiswerm^ at all, wodkl reply^ Awecdcl 
f fiiy^ oyyeilidiof ' ievea daiysfiio be sopei— ^Yet thesaiile 
Biigiit^te fqiai*ed*> The r^y is to a certain exteafti ct>r« 
Mlit plka^iHtm ^tefibienli. Aiweek'is^ properlj^mr dky» of 
kjmtt^i^and kne^of rest tThkwas tbe ongiaaliwefk^i It 
inl8<tf ii>naJF'T<mtiu«-the exprMfioony God's week« :It 
was (be^iiiviinoil of time^ ef which be set; diei exom^ to 
liMaro-^^M^di'weido ndt, therefoire, observe the week aright, 
abl0BBr;tw0 -d^' it 'aoeovding) to the pattern; Considered 
mMky-ki^ a>pertion- of time^ a week is' seren dsys {-"-^bnty 
eonMefed'fliii a period of time appointed to 'niem in* a par* 
liMdluH fo^m^' -and accolrdingf to' an exem^dified ' appropria- 
Vmt of JitsqiartB, it is mere ;-^it is a period of seven days^ 
favwldchiDen eonfdrm th^meelres to the dirine oendoot^ in 
WmddRigBisrdaysttid resting' one. -i^* m\ 

y tiSFoni; ofi the passives formerl]r quoted fttim thei Near 
^Bdstttneat^'to prove the practice of the people^'of God 
ItetMl^ «liMuig,iii tbeir" church capacity, on tibe firstday 
tfftiieiweel^''tihefK»* is'loiiewhioh i^pears to iheito^beat^ 
Isgitiinfitdly and 'fbncibly^ a ftirther inference,-^4the ia&r* 
meeliiikmelyv tiiat:the ftrst day of the week waa observed 
aiiilMtidiyinely appomted day of sabbatical rest. The 
fasaag^fe)} Oor. xvr. 1,2. > <<Now concerning the eoUeo- 
tkM which is for! the saints, as I ordered the churches 
ofeiGidatitt^ so als^ do<iyei - Oft the first-day of every 
w^eb/^let^eadi ^ you* lay aemewhat by iftsel^ according 
as he may Jb^ve^ pro^ere^ putting it in^ the treasury; 



t&at when I canAy tbere may W flk^' iio ' iricfll^iJtifMSff 
T^eJung tUs passage in connexion wlitli Ut^"aii2ittlirutf 
divmely instituted dirision of 'time,'inHhaf' doesit'lbitt^^?^ 
We liave here a period 4f kAoier^ iax^ whiJdh,' thl^ M^ 
position is, they might experience, in tiie prthridence'itf 
Crod, varions degrees of prosperity or succiM ; abd^nis htf^ 
a day, on which a proportion 6^ the results of thitf-gftttiM 
was to be laid aside, and put into the treasury, for a dfn'^: 
itable purpose. Is not this very'much lifiie the dncient'Sl^ 
rangement and practice? — six days of worldly Businesi^' 
<< buying and selling, and getting gaiili," — and a dky tik 
which business was not to be done, nor gain to be madtf, 
but on which a portion of what Juxd hem made was to be 
allocated to the claims of beneyolence and piety ? Are not 
the apostle's words much the same in import as if he had 
said, — Upon the day of rest put into the sacred treasmfy, 
according to the measure in which you may have' ptos* 
pered during the days of labour f Here, then, we have not 
only the fact of its haying been their practice to meet oa 
the first day of the week, for the worship of Qod ; 'we 
have, moreover, the original week, the six days of IdbotttV 
and the one of sacred rest. If this view of the caM*1n> 
correct, (and I am satisfied it is,) it goes t6 condemn tfte 
practice of those who are for observing' both sabbathft;,^ 
the old and the new. This would make five 'days of "hh 
hour, and two of rest, and would thus be in the ifoce df the 
divine example, in settling the appropriation of time to 
man. 

There is another passage, not formeriy cited, finmi whitek 
the inference to the consecration of the whole day tipp^iJni 
%o be no less legitimate : it is Rev. i. 10. f< I waa is the 



•nFiMfliift.infiy^tl&bk.flliherY^^ mean a period. 

oC)tW%i Pr.lAff Ipoqp^, day^r-^aifworthy of being reaspne^ 
ifjyth,.., At.Utt:j[e..^ubt, rar^lyi can there exist, what day 
^T9%;ineantI^y.tb^,desig;iaat|iosn«. Xh^^^^.^yof thewejek^ 
I|ftyoo4 ^iCdntrgf^f^y. . The designation }a xnost appi^o- 
pi;iille; tbis li^ii^, .^:^ay pn wtuch <<the Lord," after 
h^yiag <'die4 fojr:tl^p.jfiiis'' of his people, was << raised 
agaiii for their j^ns^fiGation,*' — the day on which he '' saw 
^ path of life,'' aris],ng m, triumph over his conquered 
enQdiies ; tha day on which, having << finished his work, 
he entered into his rest ;" — a day of joy and praise, of 
universal jubilee to the church of God, on earth and in 
kviFeDu It is << the Lord's day :" it is his — sacred to him,, 
and to the memory and celebration of his work. He seems 
tq hare intended, by his appearances on this day to his 
dwciples, after he was risen from the dead, to mark it as 
his own^ and to intimate to his followers that they should 
SQ^regard it> and keep it sacred accordingly. On the day of 
hjn. rising, he, appeared amongst them when they were 
^epffhled together ; and, on that day se'ennight, repeajted 
1j^ appearance. . /< The celebra|tion oi these two first 
SiuicUySy- ' says bishop Horsley, ^' was honoured with our 
It^rd's own presen^j^. .It was, perhaps, to set a mark of 
diitiaction om this day in particular, that the intervening 
yufi^ passed off, as it. ^houl^ seem, without any repetition 
of his visit to the eleven apostles." And, after his ascen- 
«i|)p» the grand day of the Spirit's effusion, and the glori- 
epi, commiencement ,of .his reign, the pentecostal day, was 
the first day of the week I To complete our argument, 
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the expression onglit to l>e compared witii tiutocr of tke 
Old Testament, in which the serenth day is spoken of as 
JehoYah's sabbath: <<the seventh day,** says ottr text 
itself, <^ is the sabbath of the Lord thy God.^ And J^o^ 
yah frequently denominates it ** my 8aA)bath.'' Let vs 
beware, then, of alieqa$ii||^ fjqn^ t)i^ |4^ ^t day which 
he claims as his own ; let us beware of abridging it,-Hvf 
secularizing its sacred hours, — of applying any of than t(f 
our own purposes, ai^ n^t to the«ends for which he has 
set it BijgfBiU ^^nSf in the forcible langwagg of ^tt^^V^ ^ 
the ancient, prophets of Israel, would be to . <^ lollt^Gi^" 
depriving Him and his house of what is = his^diSS9'<>uid 
bringing upon ourselves the guilt of sacrilege. 
' IFherris stiU another passage, which 1 oMlidsr tM^ir 
taming dedsive autiibrity botll for the <lHnge ^it'^ls^'^ 
froih'the seventh to the first, fltnd'for the ' febifaiOr at iil tB tf 
the entire' diay to Spiritual rest I refer to Hebi'iw^l#* 
^^iThere remaineth, therefore, a rest to the people of Qf$ix 
libr he that is entered into his rest, he abo hathr' ttaiBrt 
Ammso- hi* own works, as God did from hisi.'* But tii&l'pi^ 
sa^e is of .too nradi importance to be dispdsed'^at^'Ae' 
fimte- of* an address, which has aisready detained "ywi^tS' 
long. > I shaQ take it np in a separate diseoarscri'taiM 
hope tO' convince yon that i(r contains, in tnxht apprdpvlllte 
terms, a direct New Testament statute for the obiiei<f«iti» 
o£the first day of the week, as the Christian sabbath. '"'^^ 
t Meantime-^ I shall* have produced a happy practiefllffli^ 
feet,t if aught that has been already advanced i^aU^%9«l^ 
degree, 'have- confirmed oonvictton wh^re- it yrevitlMly 
existed, and have settled it where it was ahakeapiflbd 
wavering. 
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'• !ltiri^ t^ml^iMik^ fHiereflre a rest to the peopled/ God, For he ^at 
''i)^lnfk«r tfiA^ Aifll^ rM^'A^ aho hiOk cddsid fliik Me own works, om 
httiChAMfi^m-kis.'^-' 
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ioAMr, flfitisfied. Ihat the oiHine of aigamenl puraued in 
^^tfe<(idi% dieefluraeB) re&pectmg tke origm, the nHNrd 
nmllwrt^^ttBd the pormaiieiit oUigaticms of the Sabhadi, 
Mdf retpe^dbg the change, imder the Christian dispenta^ 
itfiiiQ &OBli<the seventh day to the first, is legitimate and 
NwOphuiiTai StiHt however^ it may be asked,— ^and the 
^jfHfStiAnii/k\& very natural one,-*-l8 there no delivertoace 
jAftbe Nelw Tasthment, on a subject so important, of a hms 
lafeira^tiaL and f more direct natnro? Is &ere no way in 
piifciili weifsaB iarrive at the conclusion, hut a process of 
illd«iftiOii{?. Although there were not, we should not at all 
admit^ih^coiiiQlusiDKitself tobethelessvalid,orthe duty the 
less .ils^hiiative. > Yet scnne preceptive injunctionr of a ttore 
Itaqafaress ao4 positive description, may be admitted i6 be 
^bumble :«^-«id I hope to convince you, that the text now 
ffsri^. tox^hich liallnded in the close of last discourse, 
bMrtawisi sttcb-tan najuncl&on, imid is in &ct a New Testa- 
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ment statute ftr the dbM-rute^'^rf ito 4«t dsf of dkt 
wwk as tiie CbrktiMi SaUNidi. CotuMhjAngi iadeedl, the 
di£Pereiioe rabsittiiig, among eemkn^itltkUm ef iwninmwiv 
in tiieir views of the pasmge, H wmlA be preaamptaMM 
to say that I should regard it as deciiiye,eT0n had it«teod 
by itself, unacoompaiiied by the corroboraitite evid^MS of 
example : —yet I must be allofred to express my siupii s is 
that there shoold not have been greater harmony amei^ 
expounders as to its true meaning, when taken in coii>- 
nexion with that evidence.* 

In entering on oor exposition of the passage, it is ne- 
cessary, in the first instance, to call your speoal attentioB 
to the fact, that, in the original laogni^, the word which 
is ihettd»red reit in the ninth verse^^*^ There remaiiMlJ^ 
thsfefore, a rett to the people of God9"M^is an entiniy 
different word from that so translated in the other veiMS 
of'the ohtpter^^both in the preceding and sobeei^Mal 
eentextf The marginal rendering is << the Ue^Ml^iif a 

Sabbath." And that lliis is the sirict and proper impBil 

■•.'■'■.. • ■ - - . ■ II 

* .Tl)e authorities of Calyia, Whithj, Doddridge, Pierce, Madeaii; 
Scott, Stuart, Schleasner, are aH against me. There is one, hoifh' 
eviDr, who is In liiniseif a host, with yrhonb interpretatl«ii «h» «bb 
ffirtKk in the foUowiag disooune is in tst/ .near eoiiHudeiMa^^Ihk 
John QweiL I might refer also to Mr. Jphj^, Glass in hia DiifMC' 
tation (contidned in his works] on the three diVine rests, as liot^g 
the same view of the sahbatism in the ninth vers^ thait is liere gHm^ 
though I cannot ae^iesce ia Jris ezporitlca of tone paits^of tke i^oatls> 

rtasoniiig- . 

f It is Sc^ftTir/Mf. The other word, throughout the chapt^, is 
afttravfif. The former is properly a Hebrew noun, with a Greeik font 
and termination. The vei% from which ft hi formed^ •oolirs la 
places in the Septoi^nt Tcnion t-«4he noun, only in this 
the Apostle. 



eCfjdie -Mam doff «# inlmlii^f •-i#iiihb II ii a nooo.^f 

trwMtiitinft ^ tkeiOUnToitaqieiiVKi wed f» keqtmffa 
;SidWiaiit»ni»i^if ^» 'tay -.eoin a eoiTQliKmd^il Engttsli 
WBMl^MKiMdlMPtiy. Ilrir JMoally interptretedhoreiof ih« 
etanul vaV-f-the wnt «f hattven, vn the jKrinciple of re* 
gavdiiig'thM re0( is the hght of a perpetaal Sabbaihi-^ 
a'ftnal oeBsation iroiBiall the lioib and troubleB of time, 
sod a neTJOHHidisg! ^lyoyiiieiijfe of the semce and fellow* 
ship of Grod. We dispute not the pn^ety of thii 
view ^ tihe JbeaTenly state. Itisi in itesli^ smptural, and 
fidl of .delight- Hm sole questioB^is^ not whether the 
irord. admits of this afqdicatioii, but whether this be its 
ajppliAfitiMi here* My owa conviction is, that it is not ; 
thatithas its more literal sense of the keeping of a Sab- 
hath^ aa a diyine in^titatioa for the church onrOarth, coDBh 
taimorariye of those .events on which the hope of the 
heavenly rest is fbundec^ and pr^Muratory to that rest in 
Us pwe and spiritual joys. I conoeive the passage to re- 
late to the change of the day of sabbatical observance from 
the^ seventh to the firsts and as assigning the reason of that 
dMngOy— ^namely, that as the original Sabbath was insti*- 
totM in eommemoration of God's finishing and restaiy 
bom his work of creation; — so the New Testament Sab- 
bath is assigned to be commemorative of the Lord Jesus 
Ohxiat's finishing and resting from his W(»rk — the work of 
redenoqption : << There remaineth, therefore, a sabbatism 
to th6 people of God; for he that is entered into his 
leaty he also hath ceased from hia own works, as God did 
front hiat" 

The only other observation necessary respecting the 



ina of t9ie tekt, Miitfis ^tk^^WSri'^)km UM k'^^'^Vkah ] 
iaineAy therefiirey a sabbatisM' i<^*^0i»- {iMfilMMoGMK^ 
is very natural for the reader to associate with thisurapA 
lc idea of something which, to all ^< th^ p4o]^ 'of^CBd" 
i succession while, on earth, is the object i^'MitiinpilHa 
jid libpe, — " remaining" to each at the dose^flnarMriyf 
pilgrimage, and << remaining" to all ooflec1ivel]r,' Wlim4lie 
whole congregation of the 'redeemed shall hai^^lnaetnUed 
in the upper sanctuary. It should liotb^ fotgtsMen^ 'hiM- 
ever, what is the design and stnlcttirel of thti BtpiMa. 
The general subject of it is, the succession diVM -ffoifA 
dispensation to that of the law; the manner in wiiefatiite 
latter was to be fulfilled and superseded by the ftMHir. — - 
*^ The law made nothing perfect." It was *^ ike^tiuM 
of good things to come." Tliese good things whida- 
to come, ^< remained for the people of God," under th^ 
e<^nomy, when the old should have passed away. - 
seems to be the sense of the term in our text. I ahali 90t^ 
spend time in illustration and proof of the propriAty 
this explanation of it. No one who carefully reads *lli^^ 
epistle can doubt that it is equaUy capable of lAiis adBepCa-* 
tibii as of the other. This is all I plead for. If the: tw» 
senses are equaUy legitimate, the context must detemfifi^ 
which of the two is to be preferred. When llie apMle 
says, chap. xi. 39, 40, ^< These all, having obtained m gtMtd 
report through ^th, received not the promise ; Grod hav- 
ing provided some better thing for us, that they without 
us should not be made perfect ;" he speaks of the diqwn- 
saition of higher and more abundant privil^e whidi was 
to succeed the Patriarchal and the Mosaic : — and everf 
thing difPerent and superior which it was the design oi 
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4MkVbkid to mivodliMkJQi^bdl^ with perfect propriety, be 
MM;t(Hh»iia^< fwnwyi^ for hi^people" under that dispell- 

iifAeira ]i|.I.am.weU aware^ an obstacle which, in the 

iMaJfi«£iimiyv perhaps of most of my hearers, will lie in 

tk[feiiiniy{«tf: the ready acceptance of my present argument. 

JSkcPBiar^ 'fciWi timg» which more powerfully impede con* 

Tktifniy^han «< piATious haUt of mind. With such a habit 

•(/hHYO^ now.tOt contend. It is the habit of having, long 

•fadrioirariably^ attached to the terms of my text a diflfer- 

•1^ B^eaningfifWi that which I am affixing to them. Most 

AhvfetiwsihaTe .never read the verse— <' There remaineth> 

tiwiwft>9C^faxest for the people of God,"-rbut they have 

^hiwghti <0f hej>yen» In prayers, in public discourses, in 

f«Mrate)r<Gi9nvers9tion, they have heard it, and they have 

>naedilt,iii| ^he aaxne. sense* So that ^' the rest that re» 

Miinet^lbr the .people ,of God" has become a fixed and 

ispptoppriated designation for the place of bliss. The 

<piifa0€^(.ia this acceptation, is part of the stamped and ac- 

■rtre^UMl QOErency of the language of Zion. Apd to sf^x 

rll9r'»it.(iMPMdier meaning is not only an interference with 

aqtuWinhed pfisge. and the c<mvenience of customary 

-ifAirasodAog^^.itiSfapt to be felt by the pious mind as a 

ipnifiitieili o£ a^nuDre serious nature. It is not thp loss of a 

>i]dgr9S0,itt0rely ; it is the disturbance. of the mind's settled 

<MSdoi^tion6. . It is the dispersion of those sweetly-sooth- 

mg thoiights of heaven, which the phrase has been wont to 

«i^ggestr The text has been a pillow to the weary head 

i^j« ibeihours of care and sorrow ; a pillow, on which many 

. 41 ^doMing vision of the land of rest . has cheered the dis- 

oeosoIatOi.^iritv Bui; let the children of God bethink 



dulAg<»<ki the iia«iii«of liMveiu'>>!11uiftiit-iiis/^Mi^ 
mMi% Ah* the people of Ood" b still' «'BiUe>tMMifi»«^ 
iid4,*if th#ftBi»t hmte » psftiedbv teidl^<t» wiiGii<4lleir 
mM^Tinrf <attMlL the conteiiipktioMiwidihepM'difltlHM 
chuMe^ed around this, they cannot be«it tifiom^^wlukt^limt^ 
8lnbd9 iH' the ^vrord of God' ti»' ddigMlRl nMuNORW^ 
<' BlelnM are the dead that die in theiIionl-^tHBV-«Mr 
FRbM' 1*HB1R labours/'^ Let rhiiin'trrtifiiik ihiiiftniinin 
frnther. Truth should -be t^ir *$nie 4ilgoel«; tkdiF oalf 
qiiestiori, respecting anypart of therditine inwd^ Wharii 
dM^ mind of the Spirit? It i« their duty, tiienefoiiBy'lo 
divest their minds of all biassing' prepeesessionsymiMltb cMtte 
to die passage before nsj as if it were> fcr the <finii tiiia 
And surely every child of God -Mill agree wltti'me tin 
thmking, that if the passage is fairly laiid legitsanatrilf 
made out to be a New Testament statute iot the sabbatiii 
of the ^rst day ef the week, it is no trivial end duit ifti 
answered. Hiere is nothing lost ; for heaiven remainrtlie 
eanae: — ^there is much gained; for a divine sanodon is 
found to an important duty and a precious pririkife. ' 

It is of importance to « right understanding of dui teat, 
and of die argument founded upon it^ to ascertain with 
correctness the relation in which it stands to the venei 
that precede it. The ninth verse, <^ TheriB remainedi, 
therefore, a rest to the pe<^le of God,'' is usually consid- 
ered as the point whidi the |Mrevious train of reasomng is 
direcdy- intended to prove. Now, were diis the case, I 
fire^y confoss that I should find some difficulty in making 
tny ground good. It is an admitted rule in reasonings 
that th^re should not be any thing in die conclusion be- 



Idl 

Iheintnlii "iwiMe^ftlHHiBlie (poiBi«tt#b6ii]MP»y«d4 «ii4.<tlie 

eaJ^Soomiikm woxi^m mtaabled ui thepreoediiig 009t«]Kl» 
A&mtgmatea^w&oid anquesttoably be UaUe- to ikendb^9fh 
tiigmi^mldA hm$Mi9sdmglY been urged agaioflt i^^ ifail 
th«f#;lB #Ofnetliiiicf'iii- tlni condusion wlueh itfnol. in .tbp 
pff«iiiiS6B4 It ifeMinot appear to me, hewever, that Hke 
pfftfimritioii i]i:|he'i^th Terse is properly tbe point to be 
pMinod: by wbat peeoades ; but that it Is rather aa ivfo^ 
esoe oreottcbiaiiA'draimii from the point there estaUishadL 
1 4o not moon by^ihia, that it is not the point which the 
irator Juid diiefly in hia view ; -but only that he draws it 
fan >th9 fosrta of a dedaetioii from something else whioh he 
had ahready proTfd. SVom verse dd to v^'se 8tli, thereia 
aai ar^HHient : and the simple question is, wkethor .the 
nirndt Merse be the propesitiQn which that argunentis di»- 
signed to. prove ; or whether the propodtioin proved by it 
be dM»t irather that^ which is stated in the beg^nmng of verae 
dd, ^ We who have beUeved do enter into rest." Thia 
latter appears to me the true state of the case ; and then, 
from the eatablithment of that proposition, rerse 9th is km 
imaiadiate dednation. The writer, it is tme, might haeire 
|iia 4iye in a special manner direoted to the inftrenoe which 
h«f meant to draw :-r-bnt stiU» an inference deduced from 
tha pvoof of any point is «& esaentiaUydiffarent tiling &ein 
the point proved. 

' . Taking this, then* aa x>nr prindple of interpretation, 1^ 
neeonaider alittle the proposition with wJdch he aets.eut, 

* See Pierce uid Madean on the paaMgc. 



W^^ittAffli^ df tiM'fliii^ vcnmuujK Fot 

4&^im» into rM." By thli 1 undegrtmd.AfrlfcBurcMy 

#Ati«Si^'ol]j^<«'^Tid«nt;ly is tO aw'am aganwt^ tap ottapj^i^ 
tb eftddfirage to )[»«rMYtBrttic8 in tke ^ttifefliifm of^the 1^ 
iPhlr^Mjdlst^ He {ranoei in jMrtiby WiiigH||<b6ibi:4>ilnm 
ittr4kaii^ <6f liM conso^dnces of imbeliel^ mppntpBtm 
tt/'tBMi^ cas^'M Hebrews^— 4ke exampld, iittMiy^«tof«d» 
]liibie"iHkt "^iSttM out of Egyfft by M«b^^" #kkMe^iAidyi» 
IH^vitfg'rebelfion lEhcohided thdm from Cadaao^ suidtdocMittl 
tlMM t6 die in the wilderness by tile sentence of> jHEim^^Ato 
^ #^lbre in his wrath, tliey shall not enter into «fy ntef 
0n l!l]ii'ejtain{>le be dwells to the «lo»e of the precediqf 
chapter: — and^ 'baring drawn it to a conolnfeio^' itt iUid 
trt^Hii^i^^ So we see that tk^ could not enter in bedtfikte 
cf 'Wli^Kbf *'--4ie pointedly applies it in the b^onipgiff 
m,^Jiv:' ^^'Let t», thei^ibre, fear, Imi^ a jsroiAnab'hAig 
}fSli Vls'-6f ienCetiii^ into his rest, uiy of yout'riMNildi 
t^ ^liMiCf ^hott' of hi" The promise meant on theab 
cMk W^ti ^)^er tium tiiepromiso ofthd otemal inkerilMw 
pSi*i$!%aredby that wbidt was eartUy aind'temt>oraL<*--,^$(nBV 
«ti^'Vte/'^!k<^ adds in the seeond- verse, <^ wa» the f^bspd 
pA4toh'ed as well as nnto them," — or, more litcMillyy f<ibr 
W^'hif^ 'gt^ tiding* deblared to=i]% a« weU as Aby/ 
Iifl1i'thl4d^!9iatthe good tidhig« declared to them baiinv 
nibdiftt^'i^iihltion to the land of promise, the earthly duuuub 
Bkit still j their imbelief anlounted to the rejection «£'dw 



tUMmbii dbwnr g iyl wheai taEiidi8>«iMi promiaM w^r^.f^p^^ 

ifkh^KFsiiMaiAag mM ooocbied vnder what: wm eaxOii^ 
ksapamif mnA tramilQiy. The tidhigs were ta tb^ax ip^ 
tAi ;dhndife wiur their nmibeliief ikat Imt ihem the firoii^ia^ 
UBMin9(9M«^the'ir«nl preadwd did not profit 'thevip,^ 
bUig^ mLted wUk^finth 'm them. that heard it." Theg^ 111 
inoitediafe'doiMMxioa with iMs statemoftt of! ^tm, fmiam.fof 
tlUniijljuKfilitiiig* the benefit of the promise,. aaiQieljr thw 
wbxkftofrJfmAi* there feUowB the proposition-^'^ F<ur W9 
tflUiiiafitii&ilievfiil do 6nt€tr into feat ;" or rather^ 'f into tl|e 
imtliWUtliiit i% the rest referred to in the first versf^^ ^ 
t/M*ini^^kMs$. u The proposition, theaii i% that evep i^ilffy 
tinder th« gosptl 'dispensation, there is a rest into, whidi 
mUntaq and enter by fiiith,-— obtaining it throughi ij^ 
befitf ,cf the testimony and promise of God. u , ,,, i 

'tAfHuB^iB'therprc^osition which he goes on to estahUfb* 
Vfaerpneof is addressed, in a special manner, to HebD9W|^ 
apdfiHtiir'the appearance of difficulty, it is really as siiif p^ 
ariBt» IslisbiHrtL Verses 3-— 8. << For we which have her 
hbml d0« enter into rest, aa he said, As I haye swam i(i 
mjifHfwatli^df they shall enter into my rest : although* tfie 
mnlks^ wtane finished £pom the foundation of the woclijU 
Bif «hB B|Mdm in a certain place of the serenth day on this 
wiie^ And'Ood did rest the seventh day firom all his works. 
Aedr^ duK place again. If they shall enter into my rest* 
SMnag'tlMrefbre it remameth that some must enter theron 
ia^:and they to whom it was first preached entered ao^ in 
faekitilae'jo6 unbelief ;-*-again, he limitetb' a certain. da^r. 



mying. ia Daxid, To-d9}r» fiftv ^,.19%/^ t^^„jfB,^,ii 
88M» To-day, if ye will hear h}» xpM^,|iMM^^f,i^f>t,.^DO|f 
Iwpicta* For if Jodraa had given (h^iv x^ t^f^yr^v^hfi 
not.afiterwajrd hare spoken of another ^ifi^f"—hi jS^wffrff' 
ti0n..Qf this ai^^ument, let it be noticedn, . , ^ ,^.^ ., .^ 

J,. In the fint place :—*-There are in ^e paasaire titree 
nsf^;— the serenth day rest, of oessafion apd ^mplaqency, 
£ccna the work of creation ; the jre^t^ .of Cui^, into iifh|f?l!f 
by divine aid, Joshua conducted. the {^ra^tes; ^d dfe 
everlasting rest, or final repose and blessedaess of hj^veik 

2. Secondly : — When Jehovah, with a diwe oalh, de- 
clared respecting the race that had come out of Ggypt 
by Moses, — <<they shall not enter into »^ re^" — he 
could not, by possibility, mean the first of these th^ee 
rests, the rest of the seventh day, or the creation i:est,— 
inasmuch as that rest had been entered into by the, people 
of God from the beginning, — even from the time when 
<<the works were finished from the foundation of the 
w^ld." I say, it had been entered into hy the people <f 
God. This, as I hinted in a former discourse^ is the only 
view of the case that could be of any avail in the apostle's 
argument. On the supposition of that rest bejng confined 
to Jehovah himself, and of no instituted observance of it 
having had place amongst men for twenty-five centuries 
after, it would have been nothing to his purpose : — iat) 
although the works were finished from the foundation of 
the world, if Jehovah only had rested, the r^t of the 
seventh day would still have remained to be *^ entered 
into'' on the part of his people. It is true, indeed, that 
even on the hypothesis of the sabbath having been first 
instituted in the wilderness, the instil^utjion was preivicMis 
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to die obA V^ ^zdihiod from tJttoito/ But thk ii nol 
tli<9 j^ixMdU ^ Wnidi ^ sposde ^argfaes. Whek W cOtt^ 
cladefl that lliie k^ niieaiit in that oaih of exdnsidii tM6 
not' be the seretidi day refit, the conclusion is drawn^ nbl 
from the fact of the seventh day rest havings previously 
commenced in the wilderness, but from the fiust Of ihe 
<< works having been finished," and the divine relst'froin 
them having consequently been participated by Ms peapV^ 
<< firom the foundation of the world." — The rest mesnt; 
then, in the oath of exclusion, *^ they shall not enter infto 
my rest," is the r^t into which God had promised to con- 
duct his people in Canaan. And he calls it ^* my rest," 
not only because he had provided it, and pledged his truth 
and power for its bestowment, saying, <^ My presence shaK 
go with thee, and I will give thee rest," — ^but akM>, becanso 
there He was himself to fix his dwelling-place, — ^the same 
*< presence" which was to "go with" Moses and Israel, 
and to " give them rest," engaging at the same time to 
settle amongst them, and to protect and bless them. " The 
Lord hath chosen Zion : he hath desired it for his habita« 
tion : this is my rest for ever ; here will I dwell, for I 
have desired it." 

3. Thirdly : — In the ninety-fifth Psalm there oceurs a 
solemn admonition to the Jews of David's time, to bcHrare 
of imitating the unbelief and hardness of heart exempli- 
fied by the generation that fell in the wilderness. It is 
in' these words :— " For we are his people, and the shelep 
of his hand. To-day, if ye will hear his voice, harden 
not your heart, as in the provocation, and as in the diiy 
of temptation in the wilderness : When your ftthets 
tempted me, proved me, and saw my work. Forty yean 
long was I grieved with this geneni;doii) oad mdi^ \XS& ^ 
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]|^CM»t>le thaf do einr in thdir hettt, and €h^ hiC^ WtldiJNHl 
rof waysi: Unto whom I sware in 'iiiy'\lMtit,'lAlk'i]H^ 
dbMdd ttol ienter into my rest."* The atKMttl^ I t iMif iiki il 
this language as implying, or more thins 'itiipfl^^ii^^tlMV 
tile J'eiwi of thttt peri)od might also e!itdttdi6*'liLMitilltKres 
fMd G^dV promised rest; and fail of entering 'lb titHaMfb 
of '«iibeM«f.' But thte yest into which it was ]^iMi^}fl#^ 
<fto«i to ftiii of entering, «ould not h& tlie rest'dTMe^'^Mldy 
Cttftaan? for that rcfSt they and their !^theiid fiHd' M; 
atftWaUy possessed. Frotti this, therefore, It istppelMd,'tlttl> 
in Good's promise of rest there was incladed ti ^r&st' a&ftiiUit 
to- «haN; df the earthly Canaan. This inference t%e I^MNIfr 
ditews,=with much simplicity and point, in tfaodi^th?#lfe^ 
^¥^r if Joshua had given them rest"-^tjiat is^ if <tkll^# 
¥100 promise of rest had been verified to the'fhll'toi(fetlrt 
e#7itB intended import by the settlement bf lMMl|MtttlMH 
Ate cimdtict of Joshua, in the land of OatiMtff-^iV>Acli 
would = he not afterward have spoken of anolit^r'llttj^'^ 
oft'Knother day, in which the rest was sti)l to iws^feA ttW ft 
i0tlH<a»id in which thiere should still be the posl^ibBMy^Md 
thoidmgor of forfeiting and coming short! of' ^h;~i»«9M 
H^ (tjhe Holy Ghost namely) did spe^, of <«M[MImi^ iif 
-UJ^^ 'a period long subsequent to ^ Joshua's ^HM^4l|Mil 
rost;*' when his people by name and pl-ofessicnilM^»ik3f 
exhorted on the one hand, to *< hear his "roioe^'' imd'Ml^ti^ 
oUain the promised rest, and stiM' kdmoirished' oti^liJfll 
other, that if they refused to hear they must mmt tlM 
seMCenee of exclusion. It necessarily follows, thafe iA-ihe 
pfomise of God's covenant there is anoflier rest thm^tlfct 
of Oannan i — ^which can only be' the* i*est of thii htti^Mifflf 

* Psalm xcv. 7— 11. 



cpmtHri^SPi'Hid Vyffrth»ilt<ofe tbft^gftgflJy i»h f> ri fiaiw>» -^-J^ 
Vi'ifb^iVM 4h»ti». nrhinb typified it» obtein^d .by £wtk»i «Mi 

ill j^iMwdierfidr 9(9 iiddrfifisadtQijie Jewsof hi8>oi»ro!liHii^r 
^iflfhi4^«il^^<^'iCui4ri0laAi A BtiU.gviUeqiwiUkpeiioft 
yfl^ t^ltiQ^iASlthA.Ailettiahy.tba season .of his reign^;^ 
gM^)>4«gFv . . iTliat^be. word.<% ia tl|e psssage i^HoMki m 
WFWA^^i^^V O^oaskmsy denotes^a perwd. ^iinie o£ inn 
^Ipiigl^ 4ifratiooy ifl dear, fisom anoikeri parts of PmL'a 
^iqa^^qgg«,fi>iC(Mr^iTi» S» where, after aduotiiflhiqg thoaeifti^ 
nA^iMMthfi wnff^Ji> beware of " recei¥ii^ tbet gpiaeeHKif 
(}fi^aTXe(f0^M> by thft gospel « in vain,". h« siibj(^9y 
fmiffntM^tfeBaKy^foar their «»iGonragement>*~<f For be salth, 
^jjj^Jl^pKve- iMMrd thee.in a time accepted, and in Iihei4ay'itf 
nitsfi^aikmsQ I succoured thee :' behold now is thcijv^ 
^fy^^fl^tiwlB.; . behold now is the day of «alyation/' The 
%flflP^|Mf/i«i^-',and << the cia^ of salrationr are the same 
p0^tod--4he.pwod, namely, <^ the gospel dispensatioif^ 
1^ t^mlimilifUlding of the words in the ninety-fifth Psaiti 
piig^JheiMali^y' while it can hardly be said to add any thing 
fliliheiwlidif^ of'the apostle's argument^ in^arta te itrian 
4lddj|i<lnd appn^riateness, by giving it a more direeit.itp* 
pltqationitQithese wboasiihe addresse8,*-*to the Jews of Us 
oiim time* i. , ,«.. 

miiM it not be objected: to our applying the expressien, 
^iSK^^wboihm^ believed, do enter into rest," to the evei^ 
lt<tHPg;«t boavoilprest^ithat the verb is in the .piwsfHt 
teiiey and most therefore relate to what has place now, in 
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tke present life. It k no urasiial . thing loir the prBiOit 
tense of the verb to comprehend a. period of indefinite 
dnratioBy distingoished by a special dmnater, and. ^o to 
be applied to the past, the present, and the fotiw^ of 4M 
period,—- denoting rather the certainty of the cmneyion 
hetween it and that which is affirmed as taking plaf<e.in 
it. When oar Lord sa^ John xyiiL ^ ff JHow.*]^ my 
Idndom not from hence," he expresses the chanMyter^ofi Ui 
reign, not merely at the time when he uttered the WfB)^ 
(for then, indeed, the reign so characteriaed had JMit,pn>- 
■perly oommenoed,) but during the whole, future, pejof^iof 
its -dnradoa. On the same principle, ** We whohMrOr))^ 
liered, do enter into rest," means simply, that, midw IJbe 
present dispensation, there is a rest into which he^iciVjBrs 
■do successively enter. ., . .j,.„^,, 

Snckt, then, is the simple proc^ of the propqeiliJioi^tiiD 
the beginning of verse 3d, ^< We who have.beUeye^rio 
enter into rest: " It may be thuB summed upi: — Grod VlfV^ 
i^peoting the race that came out of Egypt.by Jjifmui, 
^they ^all not enter into fm/ rest" That rest c^opf^fl^fO^ 
be the creation rest ; for the creation rest had Imm^u m^tfwy^ 
into from the beginning. It was the promised ijriBfl»i<^ 
Canaan. But long aflter the time when JoiihaaiJhaA/ttP* 
ducted Israel into the rest of Canaan, David^fay the ffj9t} 
Ohost, admonishes the Jews, either of his own tipt^v 
propiietically of a time to come, to beware of the eaf^^mffe 
of those " who entered not in because of unbelief," intimat- 
ing that unbelief should incur to themselves a lioiilir.fDf- 
feiture. Now, this forfeiture cauM not be of the rest tHftteii 
Joshua had given ; because Canaan hatjL long been ii^^Msiiiil 
possesaioBh^ TfaeBavuMt atiU» diendhnew he.«,4PMg^«9tD 
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Mtoh Velieir^hi-iMiifer? «nd thsl resi; is tiiJB rect «f tbe 

' Tliii^'entf IftiiithlMr diffioidty altendiBg* Om finple yiow 
dhito ipMM^k^ilflo <>f b twM ktndL TIm sixth.^ene 
MMa&f Mukiskm gniimd «f some so^^neiice, wfaieb tl|e 
MUliM, tf ^oborte, expioeto tc^ ibllow :-*" Seeing', tiiersfefe, 
Hf itamybf^ <^bit- sane' mttst ester therein, and 'fliey to 
^ifantt-itViul fiMA^ preached entered not in, heeause otf^ivi- 
iKifflitf 'Mi^i^tMlo^? The difficulty of anawerii^thu 
^MliiASl^y Uhipld '^fieMion has been felt, and haa hem 
' iriMMttiyMVed. ' In oar English Bibles, Terses 7i^l0, 
m^ffiik^tilltf iAfcbided'itt a parentheds, and die aeqaenee 
Al ft^'HPoteiii iir Verse 11, ^Let ns labour, therefore, to 
lAM^Ihtt) ikit "reftty'lest any man fall albnr the same ex- 
ample of unbelief" But this is worse than a eatting of 
tMf frtot^l'^H is tying another. It is nullifyii^ the paren*^ 
\AmM6 i^fft^eMi dirowing them enthrely out of- connexion 
SMflf ^Sk^ apoade's atgwnent, and depriving than of any 
^Hfj^cit 'settse ^f theiir own. Other critics, fmeyin^-lhe 
'HjkJtailllllg'iticonf^lete, have supplied the condunon from 
H g MK 'pdMeedeH, as if the writer had thought it wmecessaiy 
'TeHlUdlf'ttt' express it >^*' Seeing*, therefore, it remaaooth 
tiftli'iPthili6'iimBt enter therein, and they to whom itt.-^ 
Mek prea<&ed entered not in, because of unbeiiel"- 
Miy kkfM Mieoed do enfer inio i^] * Bat tMs i% by no 
^iiMMs, like the explicitness of a iieasoner suck as PaaLf 

lul^liMli-ii.the fiUiag up of the TOpposed ellipiit, tdepted by iPr. 
I J H ffy t |g^yBrti^ of An<|over> Ji(la|M. U. S.,iahital»le Criti^ Commeii- 
tanr on the Epistle. 
fThe eif^ieodeof the apostle 'of the l^eh^ea having t>eeb tlie'^#mr 
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▼evMs itiMi with |»tefliHO» tkm lemgfk 
fmim§ fMwnmei lia4 «tfidiMted ihftm'i7'il^ 

bal tD.die point at wkich 1m hid WTMnd ii 
mant* And«henhe|UK>oMd8<to«ddiP0liheMJ 
{dele Ae cham^ and^BtebUshr Jus pgritiitmi 
Hm whem €M •waro, '' they^ihaU ««t wnliMilD mfj^T 
hb eonld not wean the oreatiim reati nnil/iti|ey>fcirt|to 
thagoodtUkngaof tb^ xast of tha fTMriMdihad-iM 
first preaphecl ^<.iMit hanripg .frntemd in (beoaiuwiaCMW' 
lia|VT-T4he.qiii9litiim.])9tiini8» SiaoftMJpneflNMiwiaftMiikfftl 
ia^" no promiae of (Grod being in Tainf •^raaittfliMlhiM 
of the proaiise ofire^t eompieted.hy-^thai'Wtnak 
of Canaamat the e^d^ tbofortyiyeats io£ 
tioa in the wildernecis ? . Tbi9 isithe pointivliiakUMilM^ 
ence to <David is intended to ^elitle. . >By<*tl)MtktriirfaffAlK 
connected with the eighth yeyse, in;whiehhoapplipfci|4h 
oompletes his chiun ofpcoo^ making it^yidoHk timt 
Unst have been more in the pimnise thanilihsi 
(Jinaan; olsei after that rest had..hefn. atfainodji 
bainld have been no «nbs^qQ0|lt pos^ibiUtjr^^flflB'iiVfl'^ 
of the promise; obi whijohippwhiUtyt hw liiOMbiPfcfii'i 
adpnonitions are founded* . <. : • t » i',<«iitii{jiii** ^tit v 

SVom the point thus provedy I haveaiudit AeitomiiM 
in&rence, or ooroUary :r-These things baing soi il SoTU^90 
aa a consequence, that " there remainetb a ■abbntiareiia 
the people of God." — What» then, ia the grmxiAmt.A$ 
inference? It appears to nae to lie in thiat-»4Than(l» 
fbnner rests,. tho^(Q|39^^^ 

the amKfiMmM*J^M/iifi^ mmtkm^MAi^omtt^ 
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i«f^hb]pMpleyiIiy a wenm oi wtaden^ in the hkid 
ieHke um m t monUed bj^ike kmping-if a 
T%eaeT6ntikday was Baere«l to the r smombi ' t iiiw!, 
wad wioMpy of that Almighty Being^wlK^ 
A things hy the word of hia p9#er," aind iMo 
his poopl a from the bondage ef Egypt^'lmd 
to the reat whidi he had promiaed to their 
Mhavfd*' Tin fiaMnig ef the work of creadibn waatMe 
«ighMt arfrioMwy reaaon for the oelehratien of llie''aid^ 
{Mdi ;ft>Ml OBtUa gromd it was enjoined on iikt Bnaelitelb, 

' The redemption from ESg^t w^as, lit 
itma^ aa weformeriy saw, superadded as a farther 
MAr* the* obserranoe of it, in assocttrtkAi with tlite 
■iating ground/ Dent. v. 12-^15.- In the'tolK 
therafore, tlie people of God under tJie V)ld 
Wefe to unite the remembrance of his poWer 
both as displayed in creation, and as ilfis- 
piiy^-ai;lheir deliverance from Bgypt and their setde- 
vanil ia>^CIiinaaii.*— From this consideration the infc^reUDe 
^Uan^sa'tbe text iqppears rery naturally to anle. ' If 
Ikarii tir»(miaufestations of God were oommemoratiMl'by 
miHtfnfUar^ to thetecoUection and celebration of th^ ; 
^ttfid Wuw ^ idi : rested and called his people to rest with hiift, 
in the completion of creation, and in taking posseseton,'Hy 
S4!<««M«g:hand and stretehed-ont arm,** of that '^ g<iod 
]Md4^*Where he was to ^aoe his name, to fix his hafoitA- 
liin^ttd diiq»lay his glory, and to receive the homage of 
Mt^ cfc s sb n worshippers t-Mshall not a work and a rest in- 
sHil^itfhbly more excellent and glorious than either hal^ 
iti iayof gtatefnl atid- joyfbl eoAnhemoralion ? shall tiMi^ 
hi^fco 'iMtMmMmmkm dTttie^iifealrTedemjptionftfe^ 

G 



122 

by the Son of God, and of the Redeemer's rest after h, 
as the anticipation and pledge of that ererlasting rest into 
which those who believe his gospel enter by iaith ? Shall 
the people of God not be called upon to rest with him is 
that all-perfect work of righteonsness and mercy, in whidi 
his holy jostice has rested with the fnlness of satisfaction, 
and on which his love reposes with infinite delight? — 
The work of Redemption is transcendently the greafteet 
of all the doings of the Lord. It was the theme and die 
sum of all ancient type, and promise, and prophecy; it 
was the object of the joyous anticipations and hopes of all 
generations of Crod's people from the Ml, till the fbhtess 
of time ; it was the gniding star of the whole course <rf 
the providential administration of Jehovah from the firsf 
promise onwards to the same glorious hour, and has been 
to the present day ; the deliverance from Egypt and tlie 
settlement in Canaan were but two of the subservient and 
preparatory steps to its accomplishment ; and to liie verjr 
world which occupied the six days of creation, it has given 
its highest glory, as the chosen theatre of its wonderM 
transactions. It is a work, pregnant with the most illiift- 
trious honour to Grod, and the richest benefit to maB^^ 
a work, celebrated by the acclamations of angels, and ffiK 
ing heaven, through eternity, with wonder, love, and praise t 
Shall this greatest and best of Grod's works, — ^this work rf 
combined holiness, and justice, and truth, and power, and 
mercy, by which all other works are eclipsed' and throws 
into shade, ^^ having no glory by reason of the glory thai 
excelleth," — shall this work not have its due shape of tum* 
memorative celebration ? shall it have no pait 91 the hal- 
lowed remea^Mnneea of the day of saered mat? Mai 
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^kmt day be abolished^ at the very tune when the auUinii* 
eat and moat intereating subject of commanoarationy and 
the noat anmating and deligbtfal theme of pratae, baa juat 
been mtvodnoed ? — ^the meaaorial of the diyine works be 
set aeide, when the worthiest a£ remembranee has just 
been done ?— «No^ aayathe apostle. This great work shall 
not want its m^noriaL It shall not only have a part in 
tbe 49elebrations of the sabbath-^bnt by the change of the 
day it ahall ha^e the precedence and preeminence assign- 
ed to it amongst the subjects of commemoration and 
pfaiae: — '< There remaineth, therefore, a sabbatasm to 
t^fieople of God : £ar he that is entered into hia rest he 
alao hath ceased £rom his own works, as God did £rom 
hia*" .<> 

. In snpport of thia view, let the following eonsidera- 
tiSBs be oarefiiily attended to:-~ 

. 1. The ^uxnge cf the word in this yerse, formerly ad- 
Terted to. A different word is used for << rest" in the 
Torsea pveoeding, and resumed in those which follow^— 
Waa there no design in this diAuge ? no design in using 
tUa particnlar word here^ whilst another is used both 
hfoe and aAer ?^It » very true tht good writer, often 
dMBga their words, for the sake of variety: but good 
reaaoners will be cautious how they introduce different 
larnia into their conclusion from those which they have 
aaad in their premiaea;* and especially terms, which, 

« It will 1)6 recollected, that I am speaking here of the views of 
•kite wlw eomider the bI odi rerae ae the oonelmion eome to from the 
imiMtfaa gm» nlng » yaderptaoding the « rest which remaineth for 
tkpneople of God'* as meaDing the heayenly rest, and so identifying 
this proposition With that in the third yerse, « We who have bdieyed do 
entiS^te rest." r . J 



altlunigh the3^ flM^ibe luMd 83fiuiiwioiisi|ni«ro«aBO«ptiU^ 
also of a diffierent meaniii^. In tbe^yrescal inatancai^ 
word IB oar text is more tluui susceptible of siioli»nMK^ 
iD^. Its proper import, according to thskoiity inageciby 
wldoh it can be asoertained, (that of Uie -Septnalipnit/irciiv 
sion) is tke heqring cfa Bcibalk. ' Bein^ refpiiikAf'imBmi 
from the verb used in that version for the obsenraBoerof Ae 
sabbatical rest,- the Hebrews would mo6t>natoilBlly jaoipO' 
derstandit. > r^ : :>i:t 'lA 

It is, moreover, an admitted role -of mteipii^talw 
that words ought to be understood in their proper «esH^ 
in preference to that which is figurative,' in ermrj iartaiioe 
in which the latter is not required by the obviorns aeotf' 
sity of the case. The heavenly rest may, in aifigiuatbrfe 
sense, be called a sabbatism. This we do not denyi' i Biiit 
if an equally natural and consistent interppetatiflariiotfatihe 
passage can be given, taking the word in itaimnrefpvt^wr 
and literal acceptation, it is entitled to the preMenoei^lk 
is surely in itself a somewhat singular things. AstttimitliB 
verse alone the word for the keeping ef « eabbathisiiuuM 
have been introduced, and not at all in • any of iJiiiam lihjih 
precede or follow; in which, if it had iadeedr 4il^<Sfliid 
meaning with the other that is: used^ itjwould lofrieoni^ 
have suited equally* welL .itu.-hj •>il» 

' 2. It appears to be natural and reasonaUe^^ihgaidiiiD 
epistle as this to the Hebrews, to expect^ apvumi^^At {pre- 
viously to our actual knowledge of its contents^ that^aeiie 
notice should be taken of such' a change as that^CniibiiJiB 
seventh to tiie first day of the weekj as the>dayo£«iQibaiU 
cal rest. Not because the Saibbath was a merelyi JdsUi 
institolaon^ a paii of ^ Sinaitie eex^mopiaii ^W^n 
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dUiiM^^feeii lliat it 'wvb not. But ime'of the reatonir en- 
fliciHg^it»>ohferTiiice wmt pecoliar to Israel; tand the 
oiieinniitMni' of the ' gerenth ' day all their ' ^Eithers had 
tdoelml askd adhered to, as a part of the will of the God 
oft Abnteini and Isaae, and Jaooh.^ — I employ the present 
hifliwo iiijllniii nil, with a fnU impression of the caution 
i^^tnsitoaM judging a priori of what we might reasonably 
wpeet 4liifind -*in any part .of the divine, commnnicadons. 
All that I say is this, — and surely it will not 'be denied 
mmj^*i^hAt jfiihib words odierwise admit,' without any un- 
4atmtaat^aagy iht sense I am putting upon them, the con- 
•idetailtoni of its being natural to look for such an intima- 
lini*an -sneh an ^istle,— of its occorring in quite a suita- 
UBiflnid Appropriate plaee and connexion, — gives a .previ-> 
^mUk presumptive probability to. the interpretation.^ — ThiJW 
irfinii>diDre€t and pointed testimony to. the change of Ae 
ca^lmfkkte.be found in the New. Testament, unless it be 
lier■^i^*Not (it is necessary for me to repeat) that the 
4rtrisio£fea8oning pursued in former discourses is at all 
iihmilinifli or unsatisfactory : — ^but still, notwithstanding the 
■lag itiuM wy^ and conclusiveness of the argument from mat- 
ta^4»f*jbct^finr the alteration of the day, a positive intima- 
lioB^ ona subject so interesting, and so materially affecting 
the practice of the whole church of God, will by all be 
adduMed to be desirable* 

'fi I do not, in this,, assume the divine authority for the 
Anngn/ind^ having founded upon this assumption the rea- 
amaUioieBS of expecting to find some notice taken of it, 
finnlidagiuB upon this reasonableness an evidence of the 
iMtbdrityi-'-^whidbL would berreasoning in a circle. I only 
finnythe m^ueitkniable Bialiterx>f faot» of.the oessatim, 
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in the Christian church of the tereirtli day, a&d Ae sidwlitti- 
tion of the first: — and, if this was not the divine inteMoa, 
the reasonableness of expecting some notice of the sub)^ is 
as well founded on this n^^ve snpposilaon as on the ioa- 
trary ; inasmuch as snch notice was necessary, for prtrrent- 
ing a change which was inconsistent widi t^e dirine wffl. 
d. According to the ordinary interpretation of the psi- 
sage, the tenth verse refers to Me beUever in Christ enter- 
ing into the heavenly rest at death, and thus ceasing aikd 
reposing from his works and his trials^^Now, that heaven 
is represented as snch a rest, I have already granted^ 
<< Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord from hence- 
forth : yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from Msr 
labours^ and their works do follow them,'' Rev.xiv. 13^^ 
But two objections to this interpretation suggest them- 
selves, which appear of no small weight. — The first, is that it 
seems to be a sufficiently bold comparison, to liken a believer 
ceasing from his toOs and sorrows on earth, and from his 
<< work of faith and labour of love," to the Almighty and 
infinite God ceasing from the stupendous and pecnlittrly 
divine work of the creation of the universe. Jesus, indeed, 
so compares himself — '^ My Father worketh hitherto, and I 
work :" — ^but, when applied to a feeble mortal, ending Us 
employments and sufferings here below, I cannot but ieA 
(though it may be a false refinement) as if the comparisen 
savoured of presumption. I grant, that if an inspired 
writer has actually used it, it cannot be liable to any snch 
charge ; the presumption would be in venturing to censure 
it. But perhaps (for in this I would speak with difi- 
dence) the circumstance of its apparent boldness may he 
admitted as a collateral and subsidiary proof that this is 
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not its iiieaiiiiig.p— Secondly : In the ordinary view of the 
tenth verse, it neither assigns a reason, nor adduces a 
proof, of what is affirmed in the ninth. Yet the particle 
<< FcT^^ with which the verse commences, evidently pre- 
sents it in such a ocnmexion. According to the interpre- 
t8ti<m in question, the tendi verse only describes the nature 
of the heavenly rest, and affirms the believer's entering 
into it: — but this can neither be a reascm why it re- 
maineth, nor an mndence that it doe9 remain* Nay, it is 
not even a direct affirmation of the believer's entering into 
the rest ; but only an affirmation diat, in entering into it, 
he ceases from his works : << for he that is entered into his 
rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did 
from his.'' The ^^for" the particle of causation, evidently 
eonnects here, not with the ^< entering into his rest," but 
with the '< ceasing from his works." It is this cessation 
from Me toorksy then, mentioned in the tenth verse, that 
forms the principal reason why there <<remaineth a rest 
for the people of God." But the believer's cessation from 
his works, on entering the heavenly rest, I surely need 
not say, is no reason why that rest remaineth for him I 
What kind of argument is imputed to the in^ired writer, 
whmk he is made to say — There remaineth, therefore, the 
heavenly rest to the people of Grod ; for the believer who 
enters into that rest, ceases from his own works, as God 
did from his I Certainly this is neither a reason nor a 
proo£ Ebcamine the connexion of the two verses ; and 
I am persuaded that the more closely you do so, the con- 
viction will strengthen, that, according to the ordinary 
exposition, the tenth, although beginning with the particle 
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ct cwmsntMm^.eaMwnn neither aieMotii map . |wUif » tf >#i 
nindi* Tbitileads me to obserte-*- n : i<i|\-hii vtj'.fiibvi 
4i Ob the<oiher hand, typpom the tendi'Teneltarcvttr 
not to tke belieyer, but to the betiever^e LerflffiMidH-iii^ 
then, eoDsistent, and full of beauty and fiimi nnie'ila' 
tii?e partick has its dear and obyions mtaniagL * -Ife iMii gst 
an appropriate and adequate reason for a nma mMfitikfm\\\ 
for a change corresponding to the airoamststBctliidfflls 
New Testament dispensation, — a diaaga,. whiohf shooM 
giye the finished work of the diiine itedeerateiiAs 
first place among the subjects of joyful and hefty delflhiil> 
tion. It points out an interesting and striking attak^f 
between the reason of the seventh-day sabbath, and'idife 
reason of the first ; the former being a commetaioniiiattilf 
the finished work of creation, the latter of the finMhrii 
work of redemption. — This, too^ gives the allusion ni»4he 
phrase, '< as God did from Ms,'* its full amount of lUMHia^. 
The analogy thus stated, is eridently designed' to |^e 
force to the preceding conclusion. It leads to n fitttiMr 
analogy. It intimates, that, as there is a correapondmMie 
between Grod's ceasing from his work at creailioBi>t|ol 
<< he that is entered into his rest ceasing from hi8,'""tii4Mfe 
is a correspondence also in the consequence. TIms eonA 
out in its fidl force from the connexion of the versOs iir 
which we plead : — as when Crod ceased from his woplr*of 
creation, the day of his resting was hallowed as a eablM- 
tism, or day of commemorative rest to his people ; *Be^ 
when Jesus finished the work of redemption, and rested 
from it in his resurrection and his reception to the rigllt 
hand of God, that blessed day was to be in, all tkn&'ooiil- 
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drdinary iiiterpreta^o%iim*«^«itrolbtUiii»^ aiUI(<0(f 

iMbtupde gjN i iu llpB lt erilibyi^yvW 4iitnlBlRp<llMt^<i iBat When 

timiSMmBtimA partr/'cf '>tfierire«saiii><foy a ^^Mteir Tes ttUnmt 

aftbstijtiiiy mi AeldboiFTinic&Uy HiteUren idte^^cnicliisiiMi : 

%S[lMr<llrepaiiiallu liMnfbr<^rtiieiktepi^^>of « «lU^ 

4litt^MlM^ftB>o£>fik)dp<ito]i»lM'tliatiiB)eiU»iMf>m veit^ Ir 

dbo'teAooyMcUfitim Ms MnK.'woiio8|'« ju»46oi> diDi moif 

wbBi*^HTSiBimga^i§t^ GtoBoiivlu^^mi^l^titt tbe fall fpiit 

^tit,-[W«aotailmodstciBL twlbhetwarkxif «fcB]is,«i«hen he rose 

fii i i ailihe/ieAdjfMifti to th!b>cBtmetpKuii teadifioatiott of die 

i^pdidu^ ^i ibe'^^vink sWTlivsr iJie > iWMrk ef salvation ^wtm 

SkAahM^j .ftadidL* hal g^yanonak endi necnred. And on Ite 

ilnlDdai|r>(i^'thec>wediv« JewM. TOfte from the giwre,.' and 

faidl^jfTtreiibedi frenx« tii^ wofk ^ whicb^ he bad' done >^ 

•vAoriBiorftitlie aiiseaded Ici09d4iliellsedftiW'Fiiilnp uukYf and 

'j||aIkiiwod'tit.tMi« Mill. Wilt 'Ti ^^«n «.> , -i ic 

j)/!^ oThkii^e^" oHilui fivst'day SabhJEith, oMOfwfe p»^- 

'0kbli^ioiik'i^}faefyha 1»>i^'propeiiinatfDr9 o^ 'the day. 

»Sla9t>iidbpttt«^thiSr'6ahbiith'?: tlndt^notreacaclly what' due 

jwylawjawhoftheiteflgt mtfcmate8--4j9iiMiauneiiiorfttiOHof tiM 

4Mih^MoiktaS Je6»B^»B--Mi«(^sto0«ad>'delightftil i«toii^ 

dbnofMit cd£kwtfiaB[j0f«it9-i-4a sottof th^'believiiigf MHoi 

iiil tb^^xiai^etedYaiBden^ffid^ Inmi tlie**Asiliii;luiide «f lie* 

AxnfabW pcMra^^^-'atoiiMa^salMiliMtioB^^w 

«iK^ inKiG0d'«iiilili«ali0n, JieotHBerihet*ha». » ml^eUed w Ai- 

.Il0»f ^|n^" iai the aoeepted i^eimg'of'his 8on TU-A^dayof 

'Q{m«ohliimd44<ifialij«bEeeyl«f ^«pi^kM gM- 

jHyOj iiid\tiuiiifc«fiviogr iii^ JDouBmoKy e^-ilim who f < finished 

4hi9^^*onl9 llii.tiwa«f gireo:/hi|aitd»j|[^W-«ho was ^etiViMd 

ifer fMir offences, and raised again for. jour justificatton;i^' 

g2 
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<< The stone wUdi the bidMen raAned, MMbeoeq^ife 
beadnrtene of tke comer. Thu k iJm Lefd'e ileiitgiyjt 
is manrdlons in our eyes. This is tbs uay wUeb Ife 
Lord lialli made; we wiU ngoice and be f^ad indir 
PsaL ezriiL 22— •24. Tbns, in jUK^Bbetie langaage^ •was 
tbe sabbatical rest of tbe Messiah and bis people appio- 
priately' and besotifiilly annoonoed. 

6. I am quite aware of an objeetioli wbwb baa been 
urged against this yiew of the text, drawn from tbe v«k 
which follows: Terse 11, <<Let us labour, therefore, to 
enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same ex- 
ample of nnbdiief." How, it has been asked, esn be- 
liey^rs be exhorted to labour to enter into the kaepiii|; 
of a Sabbath? Certainly they cannot; and, were the 
<MiIy reference of the rest in verse 11th, into wbid 
believers are exhorted to labour that they may eater, to 
the sabbatism in verse 9th, this would be fatal to tke 
interpretation. But it is not so. The objection proeeeds 
on a misapprehension. The admonition to ^' laboor te 
enter into that rest" baa reference, not to tbe aabbatiMi 
in the 9th verse, but to the rest in the 10th,-^the rest 
into which << he who has ceased from his work" baa en* 
tered, which his people are all destined to share widi 
him, and of which our Sabbaths on earth, in oomnian»> 
ration of his work, are at once the prelibation and the 
pledge. We commemorate Christ's rest, and anticipate 
our own. 

I have said, that in the commemorative celdbratiiws sf 
the New Testament Sabbath, although redemption btf 
the lead, creation is not excluded. So £ur from it, tbst 
there is between the one and the other an interesting and 
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llHMrt|dea8mgM8oeiati<m. When we omrtemplate and eele* 
bratotiwwcNiclttrtofcreatioii, w««re dkanned with tiie re^ 
MBmhriiioe that all the onmipotence of the Creator pertains 
to Him wiio is tite God of our salyadon. Thig aseocia- 
tien is finely brought ont in gome paseages of the prophets, 
to eatablish the faith, and apimate the hopes of Old Tea- 
tament saints, in antidpating the fulfilment of divine 
engagements. As a speeimen, look to Isa. xlii. 5-— 9, 
and Isa. xliv. 23, 24, " Thus emih God the Lord, he that 
created the heavens, and stretched them out; he that 
ifirettd forth the earth, and that which oometh out of it ; 
he that giveth breath imto the people upon it, and spirit 
to tiiem that waXk therein : I the Lord have called thee 
in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep 
tkae, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a 
l%ht of ttke Gentiles ; to open the blind eyes, to bring 
oat the prisoners firom the prison, and them that sit 
in darkness out of the prison-house. I am the Lord ; 
that is my name : and my glory will I not give to another, 
nmther my praise to graven images. Behold, the former 
things are come to pass, and new things do I declare : 
before they spring forth I tell you <^ them."-*— << Sing, O 
ye heavens ; for the Lord hath done it : shout, ye lower 
parts of the earth ; break forth into singing, ye mountains, 
O forest, and every tree therein i for the Lord hath re^ 
deemed Jacob, and glorified himself in IsraeL Thus 
saith the Lord, thy Redeemer, and he that formed thee 
from die womb, I am the Lord that maketh all things ; 
that stretcheth forth the heavens alone; that spreadeth 
abroad the earth by mysel£* Thus, when we contemplate 
Deity in his works, we transfer the lesson and the im* 
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ptfetskNi 't» hi0'r«iia«mi to mamerOy m tke ^ GkMl 'iMdl 
Slalinp'of oarLoid Jenig Chrigt;'' awi-MMiM dtinMieft 
of' final saiety^y tlvongh the might and wiadom-^ o^^to- 
GraBti»r,'|deHged for our support, and guidance^* aad'V«% 
Uftf. We look at the displays of that niight aiidiwiaM^ 
iirbiind and above vs, and say — << This God is win Oai' 
for ever and ever : he will be our guide even tmW dealkV' 
When we have found a friend, we delight to idf^ell>«o* 
his qualifications and resources for doing us good. The 
n^ght and the wisdom belong to our blessed Il^c|fin^ 
hio4selfiieven to Him who, having << finished bis, >WMrlli"i 
^'^H^ifteA into his rest." By Him were all things carMtfliij 
wlhich are in heaven and which are on eardi ;--'^-aQ tlitiijtB 
were ci^joa^ted by him, and for him; and h^ it^/BM^{^ 
all things ; and by him all things consist. ■' - And-* As 
Spirit, whose province it is to renew aAd fMltM f6 (HtM 
the human heart, is the very Spirit that ^'moVj^'*^ ^^ 
mth. lifetgiving energy, << on the face oi thft /vi^fBMi'' 
Thus the omnipotence of the God of creattoA iijriiedgsd 
by the God of redemption, to.fulfil all the pmq[K»e)ibf Ui 
gia^e :-r-and the omnipotence, too, that by mighty signi 
a^d wonders conducted Israel through the wastOi.aiid 
howling wildemesis, and subdued their enemies >befoi« 
them, and gave them possession of the land of promSse, ii 
engaged to guide and guard the spiritual Israel throuj^ 
all the triids and temptations, the duties and the difficul: 
ties of their journey to the Canaan above ; to bruise SuiS^ 
with all his hosts under their feet ; and to give them a 
SHttlement with himself in the inheritance that is << inc^r- 
mptible, undefiled, and that fodeth not away.*' White 
on the Christian Sabbath, therefore, we especially eele- 



hMI0 (dM^glofitts 4d jredaeming wkUMfftami enprmM'tnt 
unilM'iiUig^ms'te the tfiod of gMtelin'Sbn^ of adoi^ 
pniis^. itiia>Q^ to tliA'exoliudon either of the work of 
GrAMixm«(<U}.o£vthejd€iU¥eraii«9:£rom Egypt > Weassooiate 
Wyt(d«l4hnte.fihWe<8M the gami» God in themalL Th» 
<Kod» who viakk. the world ia the God of ealvatioA; the 
GoftjofliAbnahwwj Iiaae» jBid Jaicoh^ is die God and Fathnr 
ofit>ilt*lHirdiJi0tfiia<€lh]ri«t !#>':; .,;: . ,, -> 

* On ^he ^^ect o( the change of the day of sabbatical rest,'! hxtw 
tAfeii no 'nVitfice oP the calcolatioiis of ttiose who allegei and, with bo 
Ut(l4 ^gbuMytHM = WaM,' endlMVOkir • t* 'Make ¥t 'dut, th«t «it the depar* 
V/tnP^'t^ Jei;fe|f(e»froia.£gyph ^ Mj was WK» an« the Qahbath ooo. 
aej^oeo^y shifted fi day back ; that th^ w^a confirined at the time of the 
nudina and the gjiying of the law, and continued to be the case till the 
piiMo^'iif o6r TJot^b resurrection ; that at that*iime, throngh ciream- 
•nbceiiofi^a similar hind, there was tb* gain or advamsof a day ; and 
tfi|f,^ ^is means the. orjginajl Sabbath, waj| xeptored, the Arst day of 
oar week really corresponding to what wfu the serenth day of the 
creation week.— Although I admit the ingenuity, I am by no means 
Gotf ?iiieed of the conduslTeneM of the caleuUtloilB by whieh these dtte- 
g at l g fa sine supported. Had there been an in Un twn ai ohange of the day 
^ j^^2^(odu^.to answer any divine purpose^ it is reaspnable to ^^ppose 
that the fact, with its design, would have been recorded* The idea of 
tilriieeidenidi loss of a day, by which the Sabbath fell out of Its drig^al 
ifii>iotti>:4Btabn«bted'to«f8e, without any apeoifle reason Ibr tlM diange, 
«l«k9(fitiiifl faaylnf stood jnertly as a curfous fact> to be detected. in after 
V^ bgf.^he i^gei^uity of antiquarian research into biblical times and 
ssasons,— is a supposition which, on many accounts, I am unwilling to 
adIba'A. But I ihink It unnecessary to spend time on a speculation, re^ 
sp«8tttag whidi sueh an aothotrity as Horsl^ has said-^<* It has been 
imagini^i that a change was made of the original day by Moae%— that 
the Sabbath was transferred by him from the day on which it had been 
originally kept in the patriarchal ages, to that on which the Israelitea 
I^' 'B^ypt* The conjecture is not unnaturri ; but it is, In my Jndg-! 
mekii, a mere'OOBJeotore, of which the sacred history affords neither 
prP9fi¥iriConfn^iop.''---Serip. xxiii. ^1. ii. . 
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I htsn nfierrei to Dr. WlntelTv « dnylof the iMrmaneataibligMkt 
of the Deealofne ; bat I have taken no notioe of tie itnmgo gmyiAeB 
which he rests the oUigatioa to observe the first day of the week al the 
Christian Sabbath. He sets aside all idea of direct dlrine sanoCta, 
and xesDlres the obligatloa Into the authority of the ehnrch ! «* Tke 
test day of the week^** he says, '< is sst apart by all Christia&elnaieh% 
as a religious festival in celebration of Christ*s resurrection, agrssaHjr 
to the practice of the apostles and other early Christians. The custom 
of the primitive church would not, Indeed, alane make this an hnpenh 
tive duty ; since the love-feasts, and some other aneietit praetlee^ m 
now, by the rightful authority of the church, disused ; but their esrfy 
custom gives additional solemnity to an observance that has the saoo* 
tion of the church ^-« sanction which would, even of itself, be soffieleiili 
For, when our Lord * appointed to his Apostles a kingdom,' and de> 
dared that * whatsoever they should bind on earth, should be hoond la 
heaven,' promising to be < with them even unto the end of the worid/ 
He must surely have conferred on his church a permanent * power t# 
ordain rites and ceremonies,* and to institute and abrogate rellgkNii 
festivals, 'provided nothing be done contrary to Ood*s word;' wd 
must have given the ratification of his authority to what should be fbiis 
ordained. For if his expressions have not this extent, what do tfa^y 
mean?" (Essay vi. pages 167, 168, Note.) — It Is upon the principle 
thus laid down, that Dr. Whately identifies, in point of authority, <*the 
Lord's-day, Christmas-day, Good- Friday, Holy-Thursday, and othoii* 
as alike institutions of the church !— My respect for the talents of sttch 
a writer as Dr. Whately will not allow me to put down one woird tbt 
might be deemed contemptuous ; and yet I hardly know how to tntt 
such statements with seriousness. They serve to show how thoro ughl y 
versant a man may be in the principles and rules of <* Logic,** and yet 
how egregiously he may at times fail in the application of them. Fmt* 
according to the statements of the paragraph just cited, what follows? 
1. ** The practice of the apostles and other early Christians** does not 
give divine sanction to the corresponding practice of the church in after 
ages ; but, on the contrary, the ** rightful authority of the chareh" la 
after ages may legitimately set aside « the practice of the apoetles and 
early Christians!*' 2. All that "early custom** does, (the custom, tiiat 
is, of the apostles and first Christians,) Is, to give « additional solemnity 
to what ha9 the sanction of the church ;*' from which it would appear, 
that the apostles and early Christians are not to be regarded as even i 
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fMCftnof diaft ** dmNh** l3rom which the auiotion of anthoritf it fiteo to 
lh« olwarvmn of the Lerd's^day ! Their preotloe does not eren aid 
jntiboflty} U onlf adde^eeleDuiity. So that the oaJy difference fae> 
tw <Ba a the Good-Fridnyaand Holy-Thnrsdaye, which wtre not obeerred 
kf the apostke* and the Lord*e-day, which vmw obeerred by thenit i% 
Ibai^ niiila all haYo the tame anthority, — ^the authority, namely, of the 
40fa«Mht the ** eariy coatom** adds solemnity to the latter. Would that 
emft this were tme in point of fiict! 3. The authority (is it InfaUiUe?) 
of tiie choreh," as a Diotatriz, in the name of God, of the institutions 
.to be observed by Christians^ is assumed, while we are left sadly in the 
•dank as to what <• the ehurch" signifies,— where it is, after all, that 
the authority is lodged. Is it the church of Rome^ the church of £ng- 
laad* the Greek diardi, the Lutheran church, er one or all of the dis» 
sonting churches ? The obeerYsnoes of all these, reapectirely, are dif* 
hnmU With which liee the authority ? The authority of the church 
is aa imposing sound ; but unless it can be definitively settled what the 
cbvreh is te whose authority we are to bow, it is sound only. It means 
nothing. 4. The authority of this imaginary church appears, in the 
statement, as idaUifUd with the authority of the apostles, as the same 
with theirs, by virtue of succession ;— for it was in " appointing to the 
opo^u a kingdom,'* in <* declaring, that whatsoever they should bind 
4A earth should be bound in heaven," and at the same time " promising 
to be with them always even to the end of the vrorld," that he is con- 
ceived to have certainly conferred on the church the power to ordain 
riUs and ceremonies, and to institute and abrogate religious festivals : 
-Huad yeti identified as the authority of the church is with that of the 
apoetleo, the practice of the apoetles may be altered and set aside by the 
awthofity of the church ; from which it seems a natural sequence, that 
the pnu^ce of the apostles, to whom the kingdom was appointed, and 
froDL whom the supposed authority of the church descended, was a prae- 
tioe which had not the sanction of their own authority. The authority 
of the apostles, it should seem^ is not to be deduced from their practiea* 
■or is that practice to be regarded as sanctioning the church's obser>. 
vanca; but that very practice derives its sanction from the subeequent 
enlliority oi the church ! and yet the authority of the church is the 
same with that of the apoetles ! 5. The authority with which the 
apostles were invested, when Christ said to them, « I appoint unto 
yoB a kingdom,*' and " Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be 
baoad in heaven^" was an univenal authority to dictate the laws of the 



cli^&^iil'io tilnA the wbiA^ t^ df CUrftt bfa' tM dWi»tti^M'^^ 

J^tsi' tlav« they, or hate' they not, fiMUed tlffo^'editfiUkfiMrf 'IfaM 

tlie/'fatiitled !l, hy leaViog in the hands of the ehitfi»i'hMip;'i;b'i^lllal 

l/i^as thc^ divinely appointed prorince to rereal tnklih; tHid% MJdfte 

duij^i'*' kdihority In matters of fkith,** and die jloWe!^ ^'dT tfJfOUb&f 

tVid And ceremonies,** and of « Instttntin; and alriMgailnjr Vail||yb 

f^ivals ?" InstesHl of settling the lairs of the kIngiAVib,'llliWi' tttU^ 

it' to ih'e subjects of the kingdom, to enact these laws W tfaemMm^ 

Tiiit; '6. There is a saho for this question :— it is in thetf1p»vraiM< ]|M^ 

vlded' nothing l>e done contrary to God's word. * And is it; thM, «if M 

c6n£sqaence how ttiany or how great additions he made to tlM'WiijM"(tf 

&(iiif In the form of rites and ceremonies, provided thenf M ^iAtkAli 

*' contrary *<^ to that word ? How far snch a sentiment 'ik iA' IkMnsitf^ 

with the express declarations o. the sacred Tolome, bdffii'hi'tlMi^Mi 

Testament and in the New, let the reader judge. Deat. xiL tt^'ntv^. 

XXX. 6. Rer. xxll. 18, 19. And are we to nnderfttand Df^. W.'tti |fitln|f 

the church a power to taJke from God's word, as well as Ul/tMWi!r^ 

When he asserts her authority to ** abrogate,*' as well as to Institlttii^iMlt 

glous festivals !*>-The truth is, there can neither ht an additiob tb'GAiiili 

word, nor a deduction from it, that is not *< contrary** to It. JStery'ifl- 

dtiion is a denial of its sufficiency, and a marring of its beaatlftalKltt*' 

plidty i and every deduction, an impeachment of'ihe wisdom 'Wlifth 

docssnothlng in vain. -r u'. 

di^. Whktdy is greatly puzzled to make any thing of mtttJll^% 

cSiniDbiBsion to his apostles, If the words conveying It have niit thtf 'Itlmi^ 

i^^'he HBsigns to them :— -<* if his expressions have not this ieiftdli^ '-Hfhix 

do ih»j inean ? And yet, where lies their difficulty^ Vtta'thettifttliirl- 

ty of the apostles to cease with their lives ? Dbes it not hon^nmfk'^Skk 

writings? And is not the simple business of every churdi, and of 

levery member of every church, to look for the dictates of their antfai^ 

rity there ? It is in thk word, not in the CBaRCH, that the iqposiU^ 

authority now resides. To the authority with which they were hnvHt- 

ed, as the inspired ambassadors of the King of Zion, there were no sa0- 

cessors. lliey have deposited the sum of their commission In the 8t»> 

tnte-book of the kingdom. They appointed its laws and ordinaoeet, 

and they have recorded them.— When their Master promised to jbe 

^' with them even unto the end of the world," 1 am far from denyioi; 

-that the promise includes his presence with his church, and with Isk 
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•W^J^VUPVT'^M f«»*WtfW fHff?.,!^\ffr,?'>e.on<j be it obMrred, 
'^teMiw;)^4/W'*W?.ti«^fc»pd^w^ aqd publish- 

i|^^ w^ qfj^ apo$tk8* -Xh^7 " beiog d^yjet spefW* apd speak 
'^9ftl4K9l°i4 -iH^^^^'" ^'^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ 4iv^n(B Aiysster if 
'ilW^ 't^f?9V^t. "I'l''^ = Whep Jesus, in bis intercessory prayer, says, 
'* i^ffji)!^ IVfay I. for these alone, but for all them also who shall believe 
a^^nM^^Ani(|i|^ t/ifiir word,**— -doea he include such only as should be 
l}|^p^^^ jt^e k^ft^iyjbedgf^ of th^ truth by the living, ministry of hjis 
^^,^l9/ii?i3^ ^^d deprive us, and deprive all believers since t|ie 
t^e fifj^j^fc^ti^fi of their labours in .death, of any interest In Hm 
V$?f^ /fjf^l^mfort fr^m it. . The words reach, to the end of timjo. It hfis 
fbWTlU'^)^ !^ eFf:r,.wiU be, ** hy their worfi," that aqy sinner on earth 
^!^fl!r^^*^^W' ^'^ ^0 Lord continue to countenance his apostles, 
^BAiM-lifW )HiF^W^ ^^ bcuig *<. with ^hem/.* wheo^ he countenances 
MA ^^AfP^ ^^^^osfi whp preach << their word." In being with such he is 

iJiifS ^^^^^^l^y to think of the flimsiness of the ground on vphich an 
^S^ft^ft'-'^ii^^^y'^^''^^ ^ metaphysical science, woul<| rest th$) 
(^ji^a}ifg^f^,9bse|rving the sabbath,— depriving it of all directly divipe 
h^lff.f^^tpff pi^pi^i^nce. " Can you conceive,** si^s Pr. Burder, in'the 
eypnjli^mittle work to which I have before referredf-r-' can you con^ 
'<^yi9,of ,a^y representation more calculated to undermine in the 
^||h||B$i;t|^^ m^n, the authority of the sabbath, than its associatioij^ i^ 
<< the same rank, with days appointed by the authority of the Church of 
"J^ifa^f^f^d transferred into the calendar of the English hierarcbjT? 
'iijCifH^ Qpiniqns are, even at the present day, taught in our college 
%W 9^jy»rjcf^.Tivonder at the license given by tliA highest authori- 
<f.^(|||}i,)nj^<{,/pkjireh and in the state, two centuri^ ago^ for the. direc^ 
"rlR"ft*VrM*^P of ^e sabbath. " Lectuns i v. pages 85, 86. 
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DISCOURSE V. 



• I 



Isaiah Iriii. 13, 14. 

" If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thypUaswe 
on my holy day ; and caU the sabbath a delight^ the holy of the Lprd, 
honourable; and shalt honour him, n(4 doing thine own wayst nor 
finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: Thm 
shalt thou delight thysdf in the Lord ; and I wiU ccmse thee to fUt 
upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritttgt of 
Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it,** 

Having now largely discussed the chligation to ol)9eite 
the sabbath, as a permanent dirine institution, together 
with the change of the day, under the New Testament 
dispensation, I proceed to the more practical departm^ 
of our subject, — the observance of the day, — the duties in- 
cluded in its due celebration, — or the scriptural answer to 
the question, << How is the Sabbath to be sanctified ? " 

On this important question, I must begin with the 
notice of a sentiment almost universally prevalent, and to 
which I formerly adverted, as one which had been assumed 
on insufficient grounds, and had obtained general currenoy 
without due examination, — namely, that the divine re- 
quisition of sabbatical observance among the Jews was 
characterised by a measure of rigid severity and uncom- 
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promising strietness, quite incompatible with the spiritu- 
ality and freedom of the Christian economy.* It will be 
proper for us, first of all, to examine a little the grounds 
on which this sentiment has rested. 

Now, in such examination, we have nothing whatever 



* Thus Bishop Honley :— '* The spirit of the Jewish law was rigour 
and aeverity. Rigour aud soTerity were adapted to the rude manners 
of the first ages of mankind, and were particularly suited to the refrac- 
tory temper of the Jewish pe<iple. The rigour of the law itself was fai* 
outdone by the rigour of the popular superstition and the pharisaical 
hypocrisy ; if indeied, superstition and hypocrisy, rather than a parti- 
cular ill'Will agidnst our Lord, were the motives with the people and 
their rulers, to tax him with a breach of the sabbath, when they saw 
hb power exerted on the sabbath-day, for the relief of the afflicted. 
The Christian law k the law of liberty. We are not„ therefore, to take 
the measure of our obedience from the letter of the Jewish law, mudi 
Imi from Jewish prejudices^ and the suggestions of Jewish malignity. 
In the sanctification of the Sabbath, in particular, we have our Lord's 
express authority to take a pious discretion for our guide, keeping con- 
stantly in view the end of the institution, and its necessary subordina- 
tion to higher duties.** Serm. xxiii. — In thus speaking of the rigour of 
tbt Jewish law, and contrasting it with the ** pious discretion,** autho- 
rized as our guide in the observance of the Sabbath,— the Bishop is 
guilty of a palpable oversight. It was not the Christian, but the Jew- 
ish Sabbath, of which our Lord himself exemplified the observance, 
and at which he explained the principles; So that if, in laying down 
these principles, what the Bishop calls « a pious discretion** was al- 
lowed> it was allowed in the interpretation of that very law, of which 
'" the spirit** is here affirmed to have been ** rigour and severity.** And 
in this he hints, though inadvertently, at the very principle, or test, by 
wliieh we wish the Jewish law to be judged, and to which the follow- 
ing disimssion is designed to bring it. When he assigns as one reason 
for the rigour and severity of the Mosaic law, ** the refractory temper 
of the Jewish people,** perhaps Christians may not be the worse for 
beliig reminded of the apostolic admonition—*' Be not high-minded, 
•ItttfMur. 
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to Ao with the tfliidithms of the elderls ill ^cieilt'JUjrtii% 
VHh th^ equally unwftrnmted, and still itioilil'lHcAifili'liA 
M^olous restrictions of the mote moddn^ J^^kij^^^Oi/t 
toilness is exclnsirely with the divine iHMbi^ ^iLfef'tt 
lOold, ihen, at thie different laws giyen t)il"dfe'l(UI9^^4i 
Ismel, along with any inspired conmicfnti^'ii^bttI'fliSUli^H5 
%e foimd In die monitbry tidnnbels of thle ^i6jjihelUirlSiM. 
±x, e^lO. << Remember the 6abbath-iisy, td'k^^4i<h^. 
Stx'days sHalt thoti labdiir, alid do all th^'WrkrWitM 
seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy'^flW': il?1l 
thorn shah nOt do any work, thon, not tUfiAn^'ilbi^^tS^ 
d^ghti^r, thy man-servant, nor thy'mstid-sei^^^tkbt^'iforfi^ 
(Jitttle, nor thy strangei* that is within riiy=^tei^.'**^''12HMt 
jbcxv. 2, 8. « Six days shall work be doiie?Vi)i!tt*'oif/flft 
sbventh day there shall be to you an holy 'day^^tf ^MbKKh 
of rest to the Lord: whosoever doeth Wdfk'iliiMlnUtllE 
be pat to death. Ye shall kindle no fire thr^yiJ^lHit^^ 
habitations upon the sabbath-day." Jeremiah xriiJlS^i^-SSl 
*^ lllils said the Lord unto me, Go and stahd iit dU^^ate 
6f lihe <ihildl*en of the people, whereby the kinj^ ^{raidl 
^i^MUe^'in, 'bind by the which they go out, and In fflM^M^ 
df Jerusalem; and say unto them, Hear y^ ^^'^cittf 9 
the Lord, ye khigs of Jndah, and allJudiiIi,'to9'il]y'WI 
iiihdbitants of Jerusalem, that eilter in' By I3i^ j^Mtai'. 
Tteis saith the Lord, Take heed to yourselves/, -kiid^bW 
no burden on the Sabbath-day, nor bring itinbirilhe ^Hlft 
Of Jerusalem ; neither carry forth a burdefu Wt <tf "jWlf 
houses on the Sabbath-day, neither db ye'any"4t>rfK^ Ml 
hiillow ye the Sabbath-day, as I commanded ydtifiktyM: 
But they obeyed not, neither indinedthcSr^ii^^'bM li^ 
theiir nfeck stiff, that they might not 1ktearj'^tt6ri*beHte 



Ij^ugl^Ilf) gi^^ft/p£.thi$.city on th^ Saibatfc.di^y,.l)Utl;iftlr 

^efr^pfll^r^fM^f^ie gal^i^ .x>f , tlu& .diy ki«g9. and :pri]|iQep 
^^ttjflft(yIWW,,^:,tJ^rq^e itf.PayAd^Jridiiig.in <^iot»,.i«^4 

t)l|«^,f^^bjlt$P)f^ 9f;)jQ]Waleia ; .a]id,.tl)ijb cify sh^ rem^ 

&Bpa,^e„g^l;^l\, fron?k doipg thy plea^mre. oiifc ,iny i^^y 
9||y^^^d^jf^ tjlie ^abbalh a delight, the holy of tbiQ hp^^ 
!WBfif"^^fe^i.^4:fW^ i^^P^ him, not.doi^ tWne. ^wn 
;f|p^yyff/i^j;f^i]id|f|g,t|;un9 own pleasure^ noiT speaking thipe 
(fljjj(|,l55pi-d8,;,.ff i^flfljshalt ,tVu delight thygeK in tfce Loird ; 

f!Wl>^WMrf=P!W€i ^^ ^ ^^ ^P<**^ ^^^ ^^ P^fi« of . lillie 
WB^^iWfljfe^ theft vitbthe heritage iof Jacob thy father. t 
fg^jSf^\jtt^v^^fd,ihQjLor^^^ ... t , 

4jJ^W(5»^'W4 th^iaw?, let our next inqwy be, whetjier 
lllljlf^istljpjl^^.ff^n^ any general principle of inteirpret^tipp, 
bi}d§b)|f^|iire^rfnf^y. be ^ely gnided^ w defioipg the in^pwrt 
ftf ^f^^^^m '^ /^jWch they are.coHchedj This is, in ippny 
i|»^f««fc.»f J^rrat^ 9Wsequen^, ^n prefluding poptrp- 
^^iS!*# 4iW?f¥w?R^j?;e8p9f5tfng thepreo^ amount of m^w 
fl|g^,)f^gh,,V^^ ,ai^ ptoses ^re intended ta be.un^wj- 

il98^^»j^iv^,|ii?^ jfhpws^e^ i^^'^'^^^^pt*!^ ^ y^i<w» 

4(9g;^e^ of^tif^^(?,,qr pf r^trict|ednefi8^,in their ^plicatio^* 
jj^v a iyv^ll . ye. segif ch fpr j^pch a principle in the glo^i^^ 

s*ift«>w[^^^^pfu4«m^..^abhi8,TTe^ ^to>' '>y 

^JM^n<ffi^#ey,>}paf*B^rtpt(*W WM}^ wwmpw^iiiw^ 
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and inventiong of their own.*- Where, then, shall we find 
it ? I answer at once, in the conduct anp the teaoh- 
iNo OF Jesus Christ, during his pubuc mikistbt on 
EARTH. When he appeared in our world, he was ** made 
under the law." The law of Moses, both moral and cere- 
monial, was then in Aill force. And we are sorely 
warranted in assuming, that he neither exemplified the 
violation of any part of it in his own conduct, nor com- 
manded any thing to be done by others, that involved socli 
violation ; nor justified, or sanctioned, directly or indireet* 
ly, any thing whatsoever, partaking in the remotest degree 
of the nature of trespass, — any thing inconsistent with the 
original and proper meaning of any divine statute. I can- 
not fancy to myself ground more fair and unexceptionahle. 
For even if any should conceive (erroneously without 
doubt) that his own conduct must not be subjected to liM 
measure of this rule, — ^that for himself he takes, and was 
entitled to take, higher ground ; — yet surely it is not ftr 
one moment to be surmised, that he either enjoined otbero 
to do, or vindicated them in doing, what was in any d&* 
gree at variance with the existing law of Grod, — and eq[Mfr- 
cially ivith one of the laws of the tables of the coYenant^ tbe 
ten commandments. 

Assuming, then, the correctness of this ground, or prin- 
ciple of interpretation, let us look to a few passages in tb^ 
record of his life, which bear immediately on our present 
subject, and may assist us in forming accurate conc^ptiims 
respecting it. 

1. Math, xii, 1 — 8. << At that time Jesus went oi]L<tl|^ 
Sabbath-day through the com ; and his disciples wer^ 9)^ 
hungered, and b^;an to pluck the ears of corn^ andi t# (Bid 
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Bnt wlien the Pharisees saw it, they said unto him, 
Bl^iddy thy disciples do that which is not lawful to 
do upon tiie Sabbath-day. But he said unto them, Have 
ye iih>t read what Darid did, when he was an-hungered, 
and th^ ^at were with him ; how he entered into the 
hddse of God, and did eat the shew-biread, which was not 
lawfid for him to tjat, neither for them which were with 
him, but only for the priests? Or have ye not read in 
the law, how that on the sabbath-days the priests in the 
tem{4e profkae the Sabbath, and are blameless ? But I 
say Hnto you. That in this place is one ^eater than the 
temple-. Bnt if ye had known what this meaneth, I will 
have inercy, and not sacrifice, ye would not have con- 
d^n&ed l^e guiltless. For the Son of man is Lord even 
€# iSie Sabbath-day.'' 

'In this passage, we see the manner in which the 
Seribes and Pharisees interpreted the prohibitory restrie* 
tiotts- of the law. But we see, at the same time, that their 
im^rpretation was wrong. We are not to conceive our 
blessed Master, when he says, *< The Son of Man is Lord 
emeu of the Sabbath-day," as admitting that the act. of 
llie disdples was indeed a trespass, but that He, as 
sostaining the authority claimed in the designation, had a 
peculiar right to disregard the law himself, and to give to 
others a dispensation from its observance. No. His words 
HAT, indeed, be justly considered as asserting a right to 
introduce such changes (like that, for example, in the par- 
tloalar day of the week to be hallowed) as were in faH 
htavatmy with the divine intention in the law : — ^but to 
interpret them as setting aside, in the particular instance, 
tibe dbligtttien of an existing precept, is altogether inad- 
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missible. Jesus takes the law in its tme sense,— tke sense 
of the Divine Legislator : — and what the Scribes and 
Pharisees condemned, he vindicates. And he TindifiSlet 
it npon a general principle ; which he charges them with 
not having adverted to, or understood^ — a principle laid 
down by Jehovah himself, the giver of the law,. a dae 
consideration of which would have prevented thw bring- 
ing against his disciples, for what they had done, the ac- 
cusation of trespass, — << If ye had known, what this mesn- 
eth, < I will have mercy and not sacrifice,' ye would not 
have condemned the guiltless.*' Are we not warranted, 
therefore, in affirming, that every interpretation put 19011 
the law of the Sabbath, inconsistent ivith the great gieoeiil 
principle thus laid down, must be regarded, not m^raly u 
being now, but as having then been, erroneous ; as a hsr 
man imposition, at variance with the purpose of the 
merciful Legislator ? 

■ Let us apply, then, the principle with which Jesas 
himself thus furnishes us, to the terms of the law in 
Exod. XXXV. 3, << Ye shall kindle no fire throughout yonr 
habitations on the Sabbath-day." You will at once per- 
ceive that the spirit of this precept is the prohibition of 
servile work ; — and that, since it is as really servile woric 
to mend and keep up a fire by supplying it with fuel, u 
to kindle it, the injunction, taken strictly, must be con- 
sidered prohibitory of the one as well as of the other. Let 
us suppose to ourselves, then, a case of sickness, such as is 
any way, whether for the production of extra warmth, xsr 
for the preparation of medical applications, required ihe mi 
of fire: — or let us suppose a Jew settled in a cold Himatft 
where fire was indispensable, amidst the frosts and danpi. 
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of winter, not to comfort only, bat to health:— >or, indeed, 
W8 need not g^ beyond the winters of Judea itself. Has 
not Jesus given us a principle, applicable, in the fnll spirit 
of it, to all such cases ? Has he not here taught us, that 
the prohibitory injunction was not, and never could be, 
intended for literal, universal, exceptionless application? 
-othat it did not warrant the condemnation of either kin- 
dling or keeping up a fire on the Sabbath in all possible 
circomstaDces, any more than the injunction, << In it thou 
shalt not do any work," warranted the reprehension of 
the disciples by the Scribes and Pharisees on the existing 
occasion ? It is true, there were certain laws given to 
Israel^ which tried their faith in God, by whom they were 
assured that they should not suffer from their obedience, 
and that the evil consequences which they might natu- 
rally apprehend should be averted from them by his own 
supernatural interposition; preventing their enemies from 
desiring their land, for example, during the absence of 
die nude population (the defence of the country in ordi- 
luiry cases) when attending on the instituted feasts at 
Jerosalem; and guarantying the extraordinary produc- 
tiveness of their sQil, to make up for the want of the 
seventh year's crop, in which year the fields were not to 
be sown, nor the vineyards dressed, but which was to be 
*< B Sabbath of rest unto the land." But we have not the 
slightest ground for thinking that the case before us was 
of this description, — tliat there was any guarantee of 
miraculous warmth, wherever, and on whatever occasion, 
firo should require to be kindled or mended on the 
Sabbath-day. The connexion of the third verse with the 
feeond, in Ezod. xxxv., appears, to intimate, that the fires 
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thu'Wflfl mdlMled in tM prohibHioii is donflrtned by Ater 
ontors grnHi-re«p^etiBg^' thte mtema : ^ To - ntfor J ^nr iir iMb 
rMl6#tiie holy SablMiftiiimto tie Lord : bak^ thM HrMHi 
y^'wiU buJ^e to^laj, tmd seetbe lliat ye will l»fe€(fli^;' tfU 
thatr wiucli' ranudaeth otm* lay op fbr yoii;''t(y"bll'^y«j^ 
mitU'tlMlinoniiiig/^ Bxod.^s^k 28. "■ ' ' '' '» '•"' 

Tke yrouiipl^ ti%k^ our Lord lay§ d6wii;'tti6Aii«yiai 
he uses in vindicattotf of 'his di8ci]»lM;*he'flltfe«^tyi'>1iy 
two Old Testanrtsnt OM«ft,---rthat/of Dtfvid'm^Jdii^^iis^' of 
the sh0«r4>MMul, sM that <rf the pHestir ptMMniiti^'M Ab 
SabVidi) in ithe templA^BH "die mi^nial' ^ork' oonfa^dM 
with the pr9|Nffstion-and*dffering lof tiveiMreMHblsd^iy!^ 
fices. The fbrmeir <ase Telates not to the SabbaA r M^ 
\t serves ISO miioh the better 'for eoqilaBfation'bf* iSk^igftti^ 
eipiiB. I^ieve is Me^ pohrtr (mly of Davi^ls MMMkdiM ^im 
the' oGosision refel^red to lliat is vindicttted/ titad^nlh 
ttMJdng use, fbr himself and his iattenittotit^rdr fIJd HlSdM 
Wead^'-^Vom which we Itfe taught' tha^i'bythb'Wifi^ 
Himwho'saitii,^^*'! will Wve ihero^f sind not ia^ftc«f ' 
the (daiBM of iGd ^kteftial litci mast givlei wtiy bn^MrehM 
imperatiye demands of Mmanity, iafid'bf'natdnft-f/iMei- 
sities; • The laW preserib^ihat the bread ^honMtle^l^^ 
by the' priests alohe; bfct 'the liiw is set 'Mldi^ \jff ttfe 
ttk^ent exigvncies of hungfer,' andthe abs^tMe^ at th^ liflM)^ 
lof all other sapplies. The odier (Ase AhQr#iB> 'that'^ 
prohibiiioB of worik on the Sabbhtk did ^IM fWMd'^hllt 
wasveqotired'in theinsdtated servioe^ef ;Ml6yldi('<iM 
all^ 4n«tti>tts« dene .by the ^riecM wotdd 'hat^ beto ^^fH^ 
faBatim:#lhe4day'4if MsCi' ^^f^ llfeul4lMki 
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wpii lA^wpw d^MM in ifhe^fariiricie (9^ Gfld»iilK»^fltuNlHUft thtni'Mfc 
tJNB^ e|c«ic^W«.of'ius spiri^iml ^1lrorkMt"T^.^»Bei!#Uplill- 
Qfpj[f^^r8«(|dad by the kigbedt aiAdrily« litcme: whidi» 
MKff eiry9iy,<atk»]:of a similar ktad»i is liaUa^tot-yiarveniioa 
•jf^a^9s«»?<bjr/^9^t<»iiBioa beyond^ itai l«§pitiinAte< luiiitSDtt^ 
bat it is a most impostant Oine>7rr»ai|d ita^t^waijvrhiqbilmd 
fMJ^p^ti^^^^thoJiiwiof ihe&aJMwIib ampng;) (he Ji^s 
9t<44*(mJil((ba8^«iQ^»i9g'i Clllristifti^ uUm . m: - .^^ v., 

«<,^i JehiMirfli^^tTr^Oj <^ And a cevtw i«aatipfM 1;hom"*(at 
thai |MK4d?^etb^ada) ^< wbp bai«» ioArmt^rilMrty-aiitl 

l^^eeg^j9kO«K«« long time i»1lm|>(ias»5,lMi^^ biiis* 
Igffh |(i^aj«nb»made whole? t,The4flipoit(Hi^<maii(4Qswa««d 
l^lfj SJiTjt I'.hwre «»:I^a^^,.wh^atdNe.vlli|t0];:iA;tvoaUedrte 
p^t iKMIyMito the pqol: b«llW'^4^ I»j«Mi,4H)ini|^i anodnar 
sMpff^rdo^^ra^hie^Hie loe. t< Jeaus iiuiiith:4mt».ihim». iUae^ 

tf^^ntil tibiy bedyi and .vfaUc: i And* inmiedjately '^^^ *)>Mi 
UralORad^'W^Ie, md/lo^^iq^his hed)<.aiid ivaJJced, v,A«d 
J0^1l^.wMm',4s^..ww[^ the, Java :therefeiEip 

^puidfWta him Aat W9afcuc94 Itj]a,|)ie.3(ahbathrt4ay;:.it 
j|kai^hui^.foi^tb0e;|;o/q«r^ ,? .,. . 

t,<^jl^)|iiif(fM;aa8ioii^ it 9mmn\i^Mf^hemJik^iw res^^edr 
il^ tte hbairing 4»f hiurdena^on tiliye SaH^MEith, -whi^h X h^ire 
wm^ Mkij^n ismA\ih»'. pro^w^.fif Jeirevwhii jvhi0h;lbe 
4il|w«,d«neemd to have been riolated*': Jfl^w .we am mot 
ilHwfii^ |b9itJwb4>J«iiwoooanaii4M^t««.he>dftM 
MidlyHa tmi»gii^moit.^ tii9^,hw; Ahalr<fai9't«ii||eisedi« 
lp W| iq i b tof .4 diving >|ireeqptr:=:Thj^, if '4«iMii«^^ 
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se^^ on the high ground whioh he'siibseqBently takes op 
in vindicating his condnct frimi the impntations of Jeiddi 
bigotry and malice, to have been fiiee from the obligation 
^ the law ; yet certainly we are not to suppose, that be 
gave an order U> another such as inrolyed a Ixespan 
against an explicit precept of God. But the case WM 
one, to which the general principle laid down in the pre- 
ceding passage, as the rule by which the law is to be 
interpreted, was obviously and directly applicable, sad to 
which our benign Master did in &ct apply it. The histoiy 
^hows ns (Terse 7) that the man was friendless and desti- 
tute. After an impotence of thirty-eight years, he had 
been made whole by an act of mercy. But the mercy 
that had healed him was consistent with itself. It fol- 
lowed up 'one act of kindness with Miother. How codM 
the poor man go home without his little mattresi(? 
Where was he to repose his weary limbs at night ? Tlie 
same compassion, therefore, which had healed him, com- 
manded- him to use his Irecorered strength in c af yyiftg 
home his bed. It was the only way in which it odifld'fie 
done. The poor man, doubtless, thought,' and tfailMight 
justly, that the order of one who had done such a dMd 
was quite sufficient warrant for his compliance. His 
words imply this : — " He that made me whole, the same 
said unto me, Take up thy bed and' walk/' But oil the 
same principle on which Jesus gave the order,— (the ptin- 
ciple, namely, df which we have been speaking — " I will 
have mercy and not sacrifice,") — I am persuaded, \iaX 
if the destitute invalid had been cured by the watent nf 
the pool, and had affcerwiurds carried home his coadl "is 
an act of neeesstty, he-wouM have be^divmely vindicirtM 
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firoia the charge of brenkiiig the law;-^that it did not 
Teqpvte the express iajuAction or pennission of ChriBt to 
da what he did; — ^but that, however geycareiy he might 
have been censared by the human interpreters of ithe law, 
he would have been fiilly justified by the marcifid Law- 
^rer JOmseaf. 

. The lawy indeed, in Jeremiah, respecting the carrying 
«f burdens, has evidently reference to the business: and 
traff^ of life; — <<Thus.saith the Lord^ Take heed to 
yocic|^bre% and bear no burden on the Sabbathrday, nor 
bring it.mby the gates of Jerusalem; neither carry forth a 
burden out of your houses on the Sabbath-day, iveither.do 
ye any work ; but haUow ye the Sabbath-day, as I com- 
jpanded your fathers." Of this law, therefore, the case 
.before us : would have been no violation ; there being no 
work done for any secular or worldly purpose, and none 
t|iat could have been as well dootie on another day. The law, 
^& given by Jeremiah, is illustrated by the case recorded, 
SXibsequently to the restoration irom Babylon, under 
•the governorship of Nehemiah. It stands in the following 
t^orms, and from the connexion of the bearing of burdens 
vidi other transactions of trafficking, shows clearly* the 
nfi^ure and extent of the la,w of prohibition. Neh. xiii. 
i5u-^19, << In those days saw I in Judah some treading 
wine-presses on the Sabbath, and bringing in sheaves, and 
lidding asses ; as also, wine, grapes, and figs» and all man- 
lier of burdens, which they brought into Jerusalem on the 
8«))batth-day : and I testified against them in the day 
(iprberein they sohl victuals* There dwelt ineu of Tyre 
jf^ therein, which brought fish, apd aU manner of ware, 
•iifl.sold on the Sabbath unto the. childre^.. of Judah, 
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and in jTlsrusalem. Then I contended with t6e noUes of 
Ja(!bdi,'tind said onto them, What evil thing is thig that 
ye d6, and profkne the Sabbath-day? Did not your 
fathers thiis, and did not our God bring all tUs evil upon 
us, and upon this city ? yet ye bring more wrath upon 
Israel, by profaning the Sabbath. And it came to' p^ 
that, when the gates of Jerusalem began to be dark'*be- 
fore the Sabbath, I commanded that the gates «hotild 1>e 
shut, and charged that they should not be opened till ftfit^ 
the Sabbath ; and some of my servants set I at the gati^, 
that there should no burden be brought in on the Skb- 
bath-day." 

3. In further illustration of the same topic, see Liitce 
xiii. 10 — 17, and Luke xiv. 1 — 6. " And he was teachii^ 
in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. And, behdld, 
there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen 
years, and was bowed together, and could in no wis6 lift 
up herself. And when Jesus saw her, he called hiir'ib 
him, and said unto her. Woman, thou art loosed frifntt 
thiiie infirmity. And he laid his hands on her: anidfliil- 
mediately she was made straight, and glorified Grod. Ani 
the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignat!^, 
because that Jesus had healed on the Sabbath-day, bH 
said unto the people, There are six days in which i£en 
ought to work : in them therefore come and be healed, 
and not on the Sabbath-day. The Lord then answered 
him, and said. Thou hypocrite, doth not each onei of yiii 
on the Sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the stall, ttnd 
lead him away to watering ? And ought not thijs womtili, 
being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath b^Ktthd, 
lo, these eighteen years, to be loosed from this bond on the 



Sabbath-day ? . . . An^l ,|f]ie^^^ he, had? fHtid these thing;?, all 
Ifis^ adversaries were ashaoi^ : and all, the tpeopl^ rejpipe4 
for all. the glorious things tl)^ Wpredpne l^y hira^" — 
<f An4.>^ came to pass, as he went intq the house of Qpe 
of the-qluef Pharisees to eat bread on the Sfabbath-day, 
that, th^ watched hi|n. And, behold, there was a certi^n 
im^ jbef pre, hini which had the dropsy. And Jqsus 411- 
^^e^;jim^, spake unto the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, h 
^^I^Tf^.to heal on the Sabbathrday? And they held 
th|^ peace. And be took him, and healed him, and let 
hjoi^ g9^ and. answered them, saying, Which of yotu 
shall have an ass or an ox fedlen into a pit, and wiU not 
stfraightway pull him out on the Sabbath-day? And 
th^y could not answer him s^ain to these things/* 
.^; j(t caniiot be questioned, that iii both the oases — pases 
pf eyery-day life, adduced by our Lord in vindication of 
his own conduot--7both the << loosing the ,px or the, ass 
i^|l^|the stall, and leading him away to watering," 1 and 
t^e <<piilling .him out of a pit" into which he had acci- 
ijey ^ly fi^en, the action is, by direct implication, ju^t^r 
lif^ as iny<dving no breach of the divine law, — as not only 
t^ijqjntlesa indeed, but, on the principles of benevolence to 
the brute creation, an incumbent duty. Yet in either 
ca^.the action is a description oi work, — of servile work, 
rriw manner of which, according to the strictly interpreted 
Ifit^ of the lawy. was permitted to be douQ. . The principle 
<»li. which the justification rests is precisely the same ivith 
that before adduced by him — << If ye had known what 
t|us .i^eaiieth, < I will have mercy and not sacrifioe,' ye 
ipjg^ld not have Qondemned the guiltless.''. Jesus, there- 
f/i^fOt does not merely vindicate hipa^elf in. the partipular 



the genevtl 'priitdplofJ-^lted tm. ctnather o<»asi<m, df'^i 
8iHiilar kind, he deduces from the prindpte li'ikiasfiMrdf 
conduct, oa^ble of v^y extiensrre applicMion.- ' MMth. 
xiL 9 — 13, « And when he Wacs departed theihde, iM^WM 
into their gynagogne : and, behold, there was a ttatl'wMcA 
had his hand withered. And they asked htm, sa)Ai|^,"fg 
it lawM to heal on the Sabbath-days? that theyuii^t 
accuse him. And he said unto them, What man '#KalI 
there be among you that shall have one sheep, a,iiA if it 
fall into a pit on the Sabbath-day, wiU he not lay iM 
on it, and lift it out ? How much, then, is a nian b^M^r 
than a sheep ? Wherefore it is lawM to do weH On tlie 
Sabbath-days. Then saith he to the man. Stretch fbith 
thine hand. And he stretched it forth ; and it was reMored 
whole, like as the other." The maxim is, (and Ae 
connexion shows that it has reference to acts of kindfltss 
and compassion, whether to man or bmte,) " Wlu^reMe 

IT IS LAWFUL TO DO WELL ON THBS SaBBATH-HAITS." 

On this highest authority, then, (as we Christians estl^eili 
it,) the Jews needed to feel no scruple, nor need wt^M 
any, in doing on the Sabbath whatever the cortxfcfris'iff 
benefit of our fellow-creatures, placed by proTideiiee 
within the reach of our beneficent influence, requires to 
be done. I say, requires to be done. For if we \OCfinpy 
in acts of mercy, such as might, with equal adrantdge 
to the objects of our care, be done on other dayw, thMe 
portions of the Sabbath which ought to be devoced''tD 
what is more directly spiritual, — and this, with tiie fkiw, 
perhaps, of our having more time daring the rest of the 



las 

^eek for gur. «e«d]|U!««a^gf{^|feiiieiilx^ ave thcoi Mdog 
9iif9atage\9£ a fpooii piiaoipl«.tQ,oov«r'Oiie that ia worldly 
and OTili veare'dcong a right enoughitiiiiifg, but in a 
wrong state of mind. 

• In connexion with these parte of our Saviour's history 
and* iastmotiaQay it will not be out of place to mention, 
4iat 4me of the reasons assigned by the God of meroy for 
t^e appointment of the Sabbath of old, was the mt of 
thoibrute creation fitim their t<Mls in the serrice of man : 
^.8ix days shalt thou do thy work; and on the seyenth 
day thou shalt rest^ that thine ox and thine ass may rest, 
and the son of thy handmaid, and thy stranger, may be 
refreshed." Exed. xxiii* 12. On the duties arising from 
this. on the part of the owners and employers of these and 
o^er creatures, which Qoi has subjected to man, and 
wludk the sin of man has " made subject to vanity," cans* 
■ing them to ^< groan and travail together in pain" until 
howv^ we may speak hereafber. My remark at present is, 
that, mider a new dispensation, of which the very genius 
la-mevcy, it cannot surely be, that this kind and gracious 
pnoviaion dhould be entirely done away; and that the law 
shtuM be more benignant than the gospel. They who 
oonoeive the Sabbath to have^ been a merely Jewish in- 
sttotidn, and who consider all days, under the gospel 
dispensation, to h^ alike, except so far as the inclination 
pftdpeii may make a difference, must regard the divine 
l^^yision of a weekly rest to the animal creation as now 
aslbiaside : — for where there is no authoritative enactment; 
)mt a)l is left optional, and subjected to the discretionary 
lotoenoe of general &eling, there is properly no duty. A 

h2 
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more 0«hl '^'Mu^ll^iiy'^rMai' tfifr ta^ 
'fi^iiUij^ciA syilteiby tAkaii»*tftieirfboliUoii-of Mk^ 

df tlKe #Mt»eU' The rest ief the 8etieiidr4a)f ^ir^^iH^i^'aB 
^ r»^ 'i)f 'th« bmfe creaftloiL, eonfAved ufKyii^^AiMD^ 
Hh^ h6^tAaig Vy tike <Sod of h^tef^^i^am' af flp««filif liglfl'i^ 
'J«i^h'li^dli6t^ ^^'littrtleii, hat 'ii ^riiUMmi figlM >cif '^e 
^vlidej-^-^^'^hltft te^sapptse thi»ti d^Kri«fe(dHiHdiiiri^e 
bbl^ ^I^VtoifMit of the Frinoe of petioft,' 14 MoMfl^iffaDt 
-Willi \^etiyti^'gffeii iM in ihd sefiptin^cf'faM'XteMller 
iMfd'ii^i<h)B^i9dB]ile8 of Ms i^igtav Itis-ifcnd 
^at^ ^'j^^^ft <)¥ ereatioi^ ttre^^n dw 8eMo&*%<i» lumita 
^nd ^^l;4ftld wie! 6bMiot weH eonce^ that thtsft'fgnMk tte, 
Inthcf ih(^ntH)tfe;'to be deepened and'ag^raYlnMd'i^'iflie 
^itikdrawm^t of friyfleges fDrmetiy -enjoyed, Mttttd^'io 
^0i6i«i^htly fittM to'mitigttte the preamra of "Hwii^befiV^^'^t 
^to -AOt'dffy to^cMnikplimeiit tihe new stM)e^of'iBki|^4y 
an^ifltj^ thkt, 'titide)r k; all h nchrlelt to thfe t^ iiiift W P bf 
g^eriil ^Htic^le».^ Ittese' prhieipieft w^ adttkit to hid^'lSce 
tm^ dhiti^'ftuthor, ^ p^c^' exeeUetiee, acnd'wi^^ jrant 
ihkt mttdi' is left to their j^^iflfid »hd Imbilhukl irttttttteb: 
*--*lmt i»till, a definite pritflege Hk^ the present; ' Wlddi 
^lamot be invaded without a vfoktkm of ditine HnMsoA^, 
id'ainndb: more regnlarand effi6ient^eettrity,' thdtt ifUll 
#^ iefV "^o an influenee^ which, howtdver *gooi'^«Mi^, 
^etiam;'\hi' different bosomg; in euch 'rtu'iohr'degMi^ 
and ^l9*^^s(dd to temptations so nnmbetiesflr, fiomidli^ 



. JDhi(9tmt«(L Bat my: object is. mecelir to .dmw.fijqopiTik an 

..4lV{ifd|i«iQ0 that -tbft Jewitli Sabbath, ,whm ^th^iaw; vas 

. i^TJU^dy anctentoods was not thehai^hiand: rigid obe^r^- 

,TiapeeiWJhicb it,iUi.f(«nendly mppo^editoi b«iYe;,beQA^ but 

ntturibjudgiiif frondie pi^cticalcipninieiitacyiQf.oiir.Ijnrd's 

.r0wii,ofiidnct^.4ad&oai bwoonunattds And iattroctioiia to 

fUthari^ it WM r^fulated.by {KrifKuplaB liie.yery. same .ivith 

■■ lAoiHit vUck charaotoriae his! oW9^ adawwtgation, . If fiir- 

. 4iar,|liNMtf lOf.thia weroroqukody J. should have reooi^se 

•U) the tiBxt** . There can be no. j^pe^tion. that it. oontaina an 

ibiapiii9d.deeayq»tioa of the4utif» ^^^e iewigik Sabbath* fwd 

t«jf thfr fltateof mind and .hwUfin wbid^ they were tp,.be 

4itMn>atyeA>. Ajad> ^yel, .w€tre.!we« setting.. oni;«elFee to 

iittemptiity. voold it he ia oar.ponrer to invent laiagiiege 

(pnojDa.appvopriate.to deecnbe:thO(^lebration of .theSleb- 

'hsA of the.gof^[ielr-r4tB natore,it8.datie8».and it9 guitahie 

<T1IB^ of apiriit ?-^Thia we dieli have occasion to ahow, 

^e» we^Gome to Sbuftirate iti^,different parts in detaiL. 

.^(..rTheamwers, then, whidiifei:«) given in the AseeivMy's 

<igitedbiiBin to the two i)ue8ti9m9..W]uit is required {in 

tbo fourth oommandment ? .and,. Hgw ie the . Sebb^ to 

he«eaaotified? I eonoeive to be moet coirect in. aen- 

'tiiaeii^ and appropriate' in expretaioiL. <^ The fourth 

Mmpumdment requireth the keeping, holy to God 9U(^ aet 

4«|ea aa he hath appointed in hit .word; expi^efwly pne 

.]ffholedaf in.aevaii to be a holy.. Sabbath to hm^elf :;" — 

and << The Sabbath is to be sanctified by a holy resting 
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jdithati'dfty, evmt from m^ worldly epn^jFflmitoi and 
TOCr^irtibni(«i «re liiwflBlcni*otlieF days $Biid lf>«idin^ iia 
wliole tlme'iii the public uiA pcimte «arerei8es ^ CMTs 
womhip^ toDcept 00 ibuch us to betaken up m the works 
of neceiBTtyttid mercy.'' .^ 

. iThe^pr&ncipid source of the impression, tm to the differ*- 
«no8'in atriotness between the Jewish and tiie ChrisCitti 
Sabbath, has, i presmne, been the penalty amiexed to tl» 
breadi of the Sabbatical law under the former dispeasa- 
tion, accompanied with the remaiicable instance ofita in- 
fliction recorded m the Mosaic history- — Nam. xr. d8^ 
3^ '^ And, while the children of Israel were in the wil* 
demess, they found a man that gadiered stidcs upon the 
SabbMh^lay. And tiiey that found him gathering slida 
braoght him mito Moses and Aaron, and unto all the^an* 
gregation* And they put him in ward, because it wai 
not declared what should be done to him. And the Lafd 
«ud unto Moses, The man shall be surely put to death : 
all: the oongrega^n shall stone him with stones without 
the camp^ And all the congrc^tion Iwought him yMh 
ovt the camp, and stoned him with stones, and he diad; 
as .the Lord commanded Moses." It is needless fnr us to 
speculate about the- nature and amount of this man'a tres- 
pass. He was gathering weod,-«*whether for domeatk 
use, or as an artide of merchandise^ we are not told. We 
might frame, according to our ^position, an aggravaled 
or an attenuated view of his offenoe, by introducing Tari* 
ous suppositions, both as to what he was doing, and the 
end for which it was done. But conjecture is needksa 
The simple foct of the sentence of death, being eoceented, 
should be dneogh t& satisfy us that the case was *not one 
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to whidi the .pidafliph^ ^^ I will .kave moray. and net tacH- 
fioe" wat aik all ^plicabfe*^ 11ieaeiiteiicte.wa8£rom<<ir<»dy to 
wkmn^ b]F Moaea» the daton^iaalioaiof ii^ had been directly 
resfenced ; and, beliering thki) we muat, by neoessacy eon- 
sequence^ belieye that it was just.— And with regard to 
the penalty itself, I have, in afbrmw disconree, shown the 
fallacy lef th^ sentiment, that we cannot be bonnd by a 
preeept enjoining a. duty, without being bound also by 
tho pnasorip^ion of the special penalty attached to it under 
a .particular .diBpensation.^^8o &> as the nature of the 
tr«^ass is concerned, it might have been a yiolation of 
the law of the Sabbath under .the Christian as well as 
under the Jewish economy* So that, if we can only 
dtreet our mmds of the association of the offence with the 
penalty, it requires no more rigid construction ef tike law 
tobring it under the condemning sentence of Judaism than 
under that of Christaanity. 

> When we ^>eak of the law of the Sabbath as haying 
been incorporated amongst the national institutee of the 
Jewiah people, a question of some . impertanoe and diffi- 
culty suggests itself respecting the extent to which the 
same thing may be done in o^er communities ; whether 
Hmre be any principle on which the Sabbath may still be 
nationally instituted and observed, and how hr this pria* 
Q^la -legitimately reaches. To enter largely into such 
inquiries, would inrolye ns in the general discussion 
respecting civil establishments of religion t ami perhaps it 
may be: admitted, that there are few tepics from whidi 
cdnsiderations of greater plausibility may be derived in 
bdnlf of such establishments, than die law of the Sabbath. 
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To tbiB one topic I mitfA oontve pqpdft wd« ^iscpw.^ 
with brevity*. < ... -../r.t,.: jni-'-'fui.- ->. • t.ti'i 

iThe ntuBtioii of ibB Jew^^as-a peppb^.wwi *l(a§0t)Hfr 
p«0iiUfur4 No aation, befiwre or sinee, ham €mx*hem.ia ibe 
tame. The direct interposition of Jekovah >plaise^tlf^ 
in it), fin* spedal ends* j&a the people wbont.jhe i^ 
ehoeen, that he might j^ace among them h]/» ni4i|«<fiid|]H8 
woffahip, they were the visiUe. and profeasing ^hwpc^fvf 
Oed,r-«« national ahorch^ in special. co?r^naiit:.^«M^Ifiia. 
Their laws and inatituitions were diyme, and hadria^jtHtlPi 
all the force of religioas as wdl as of civil. >oUpgatiff|. 
JBvery Tiolation of them was cogpnizable» not wil|(v|ifra 
crime against the sliate^ but as a sin agsiast Grod^irlosr) 
ia. truth, Qod was tlieir King. The peculiar, leiads^jfif 
thctir separation, and <^the institution of .the tIieo(|iai^& 
or reign of Jehorah over them, as their. i»«id€pitc juid 
miraculously accredited monarch, can never ocouri.agaili; 
nor can any such national relation to €rode,ver agaia^xill, 
uaiess by a new and equally direct andiwell authentHMled 
interposition of heaven in behalf of some other fistvcuv^d 
pe<9le« • 80 that nothing can be more wiwatraoilUe, 
nothing more strangely presumptuous^thaa for aRy««^h9r 
people to think of emulating what was thus divinelytpeenlM*- 
The church of Grod is otherwise constituted now^ Itas}ii0t 
national, but composed of a selection from all natioBSMi^It 
does not admit of nationality, without its Tery..iiatwfe 
b^ng essentially changed,— without a reverting .ita; the 
comparative worldliness and corruption of a pr^ftacaloiy 
a»d abolished economy* The nationidizing , of the chmrdi 
now is just as much a going back to that which .i».dbal- 
ished, as a-resumpti<m of the " week^ and beggarly-dtf* 



'iti^aitas^^'the diiMn^t cM^Msonsal wduld be ; liiere being 
quite as abundant intimation, both prophetical and- ftposto- 
'196j ilfii'picrliosed! change in thelxMistitntion of the ohiirch^ 
ik *^ibl*responden6e w^ the more spirkiial dispensationpiof 
^flll^'Metfeiiah, aa there is of a passing from th^ bhademi to 
lii^ 8tfrbfifl8ttee, from the earthly to the heavenly; from die 
'tj^'to'fhe' typified; from the temporary to'^thi&< pemfca- 
"Hcjnt: - A ^mt aetnantdation o^ illegitimate and inoondhi- 
liivyi^eilsoiriMg' has been occasioned by » conA)ttttdiag*of 
liui ip<^idiiir stkite of Israel with the ordinary condition <)f 
tfi^WMKons of the earth, and by a^yingto the latter ^he 
laHgHUjge and representations of Scripture relatrve to Ae 
fttfmffih * * Wh^e the laws of Israel had in thenv -^'^^^^ 
^e-aitttbenVrf of Qod, he himself* being thdr natii^Aial law- 
gW<eip;'tiie litws of no other people can ever haveiin tksiA, 
'^ stf €)h^ »By moi« than hnman' authority; They nmy^ and 
AMiji'ought'to be in harmony with the moral preoeptS>>of 
.€k)dfs"law;bat it is not as the laws of any pntictilar 
<««Mtliiniityvtbatr'they have aught in them of dirinesiMM- 

.^^<Mftiy tibe law of the Sabbath, then, be legitimately in- 
'M^ntHed with the code of any other community, and be 
ew fereo d by<lmm«i authority? - The answer which I «m 
idilposed to return to this qnesticm is, that in one respeet it 
<ikuiiiot^ while in another it may and ought. — It is obvidus, 
"dMkt thesablmticiEd rest is of a twofold description, and 
embraces two descriptions of ends* In its obsemmcee, and 
is Its objects, it is at once of a secular and of a moral imd 
qnritnai character. It is a day of rest and i^efrss hm e n t, 
to* teian and beast, from the toils of the six! preeeding 
dapfs^f-^f mtOf eq>ec4ally when subjeot; to his feUowi^Msn, 
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and of beMi, aa pla«ecl nnd^.lbf/doiiiliiWii <fi tiik:Ii|vAtif 
tlie.low€ffi<n'8iitauw;*-f4ai4 it ii»«t tiIietiawM«.dmoi ».d^it0 
be.f^ k^t holm;', sttc'^ ^ ^ iFordup of .'Ood, fttd iIm 
cokivfitioa of spiritual priociple9 and affectiona. Nowtit 
a{qpeaiB totiao^ that in the latter of these yiewv, the ok- 
servanee of it canaot.be the aubject of human legislatimi; 
while in the former it may« Human lairs cannot .anlihfl^ 
ritativel jT eonunand any one to wonhip Gody-rrto. worship 
Him in any prescribed mode,— ^^n* even to worship JBiw 
at aU ; religion being entirely a matter between: each indif 
▼idivil- of acoountable creatures* and Him who ia :tbfiirOl)»^ 
of itS: seryiees : — far less can human lawB eiyoin that whidi 
no buman agency, or authority, or influence, can . in any 
case acopniplish, the << worshipping of Him who is .» 
Spirit in spirit and in truth." This is what God himseK 
the searcher of hearts, can alone require; and what Ho 
alone, by his promised Spirit^ can enable sinners to ren- 
de^•'-*•^But the ten^oral or secular ends of the SabbaA 
copne fully within the competency and the scope of hnmaa 
Ic^lation. It must be perfectly competent to. ?the 
legislature of any country, contemplating the m^fi^ aad 
important benefits arising^ to both, man and beaaty^rosi 
the hebdomadal cessation of labour, to incorporate tluf 
part of the law of the Sabbath with the enactments xtf ito 
Statute-book; and to say, respecting one day in seve^, to 
erery member of the conunuaity, << In it thou shalt not 
do any work.'* Certainly, by the general concurrence of 
any people* thia may be made a law of the land. And 
under this aspect of it, it might legitimately be enforced 
by ciyil pains and penalties. Nothing that is spiritual*i«« 
nothing pertaining to religious obsenrance, to the inte^ 



nAtttP^ ttdmit} X)#'MMh -tJc^hiioti/' B)t<n7 hmkiftii^lall^eiiftiiw- 
iii^ i^^iim' by -tiireatectti^ {>etiahi€Mrib*w stotlM bf 'j^erse* 
dution;; and, in addition t^ iter iiajtiKtlor ilid** eh(Mliy, 
inirolveB the folly <^ fio^eing what catltMM'crxisl^'bat -aitld^ 
ntilAty, aod bo <^)6ra)te« as nothilig better- thim^ a htfamf 
on'^kypoisifly. -^Bnt hiunaii lawg, I t^M» )aamf iHetlMtife 
tb^sabbaticalnMt^forthe 6ake of its mlmyiMftilar'iuiklrii- 
tlliiteils; iMd they may l^ns too 'accord 'fM>fal''<with"ti[te 
hS^er «id^ of the- diviiM^ statute, to to sebure to Idl wh&, 
frtym''wbiM:over inward principle, are disposed to ob«eiH^ 
ihe^acts of outward wori4iipj the liberty, and Gonvenieritce^, 
aMd privilege, of doing so witbont molestation or diMnk^ 
ance. It were going to6 fiturto ask, bow it imnM^be pos- 
sible for Cbrlsttans to obsanre tbe Sabbatii at ^ if it\^idl:% 
ilbd inade a part of the ktw of the Isind:— ^i", tmlfess t»<e 
n^^etie to deny that there was siiay Sabbath ki^pt 'by <tiie 
diureh of Christ for three centuries, it is mMter Vif ' ^ftidt 
diat it was observed in varkms countiies, notwithstail^^ 
its beiiig at variance with all existing institutions; But 
still, it is well when there t^ such a happy ieoinddence be- 
tr#een l^e spiritual requirements of €rod iEuid the legisltt* 
tlve enactments. of cirtl society t and they^ Ispprebend, 
hlive thought and reasOncjd very inconsiderately, 'anfd vefy 
recklessly c^ consequences^ itho» because only genoioe 
Christians^ spirituri meti, renewed sinners, b^eving 
dependants on the mercy of God ' through Christ; can 
ri^A^andcz^^^p^/yobserrethe Lord's day/havehaasardisd 
t^e wish that all^ such enactments were done awliy, ted 
that the day were assimiliiited to ot^^rt diiys,aMdi by ail in 
thcr dommunity exeeptJBg trtte-believ^nH'{gif«>«ft'ttp-tei the 



ordiiMuy tecofaur puAmitt and - a i i iw kw t datt irfiifle> i am 
not'dispated to qoestMm^ that iidtKMifaiigM arigftearke fiPmu 
mask an arrangemeiit; Mpedially is ihe m«r« mat'k^'s^ 
uralMiiiof. the- people of Ood ftwa tlie -vrorld^^'sntd'the 
mitigatioft <tf the wide-workmg dehisioa of a nalibiialML 
aloiainai ■ Ghiktianity, which <^erates willi liitch' a > ''' latt 
tttie of min" to the bohIs of men. Yet, OA'th&^'tUfkiet 
handy diere are such nnspeakiMe o(mTeniendeiiaiid'*>Ml[(A 
foitB, and Bttch advantages too fer tike promotion! of 'Cm 
cause of God^ attendant npon the state of things aa ii>rdi§fed 
hy providence amonggtns, that I cannot bntTiimiberiti'(k 
aalar^lis r^ards the anthoritative ces6al»^n fWiin 'Moor, 
whidi is all that is neoessary^, and t^e only legitiiAiatcMttliK^ 
jeet «f famnan enac^tment, and which, I need ndfl say^ hM 
nothing in it of the nature of a religions estahlishmlnit^) 
among onr many national grounds of thankBgiving*. ^Unrt 
benefits I cannot enumerato at present. 8bme frf^dma 
may be noticed when we come to spenk di tht> ViMfits of 
the Sabbath, and the mischiefti arising ffoti iis'prevaieih 
neglect and proAmation. * ; i ■ rihim«.«4|- 

We may, I think, advance a step further. ' It'iiaaf 
not seem enough to say, that it is merely oompeHent^^ 
human legislatures to enact the cessation ftom laMop ot 
the seventh day ; — the law of God, wl9 apprehend, mMi 
it incumbent upon them to do so. The law of tbo ShV 
bath, we have seen, was an original law of the Creator, 
-«^-a law for mankind, — known from the b^^inning^ afei4 
indicated by ^ universal, though, in most cases^ vtty 
obscure tradition. In conformity with such traditkn, 
it comes out afresh in divine revelation, by which At 
primary institute was re*enacted« By this inatitBte^ 
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thfii^ am iilkt(c4>ti»»BBiMk:8isdafs of kboiir» and oae of 
imki ifliireif^ihir -abnematton^ i Tbis day of yes V ii>heii) 
hfbiilga; U> ^¥«dry, man«i by ^fthoikw of .{jrodiitlt is frm^ 
p^^^rrrpropoity . t^ wJUok there is a dirinelj/r gaauMttied 
lif^^K.iJN^O: onei man Iim a right to detBandiitof Anothoiv 
XflN;oxa(et! labour on the day of reat» is.jatMfeioiiiioiiSi'a 
iB ^iy a g ft iftgainat the law of Grod, as thet abstractJMii 
wfc«tfaf9irf<fiutivo or-.^rioknt, of another^ maobViiWol^Ifly 
ai^g|lHiiee4i(. .Tb^ fourth comn^aadmeatfi «ecUiws .^prof 
p^)(iiii«i,tt)mi!ta9 roaJly 4w the eightbit.e(BDa^atidiBe]it 
fiiKiiirea firopertoriin moufytitcur laada^/M'.The vest of ,tb^ 
seivMthtday^isitbd birthHrlgfatipcfssosaiiii 0if.e¥«ry-h«maii 
b4iiig^ >6od Jhas. giYtn;.ub; ifuML Hummayriiot ts^t^it 
Miliy«'> When masters of AervAntQrand.^owaKsirsrrofi ^iresi 
$p0akif#ffi4^E&M^'»$r< thsup .serpraatsnaiidiitheiifi sl<iY<e9/lth« 
SwUAfty t^ themdelv'eB^ tbey> ; speak tbi^.iaogwigefiOfMpffOf 
MH^tknur I They cannot alloir:<wiMliitheyrliay0 «0) title 
to ;aivdtUMldrfit Thslt itime! isfJMit theirs^.' It hdoag»fiiy 
dinifaie^iiQndf thev^^»i!e' iIlalieoBble>pre8aripAiell^«ftO;4boir 
dependants. — It is very true, that the itinie thus appiMi^ 
pmited to vm% esiohrindividaat is, by tbe 'sanbelawiAat 
f^prepviatesit^' bound to k^ep bolytoCrod^ usio^ it^.iji 
aocoitdibee with the divine intention, £at the porposfNiiof 
det0«it eonunemoration ofhis dotDg«^ and the ssciiptieQi 
of koatfige to his name. But this is the.indiiFiduars own 
eottoeaii •Ho'sins against 6od» and wrongs his own sool^ 
when he faib so to employ it, or Alienates it to other oocn- 
pations ; ' but for this be is responsible, not to fellew- 
creotnres, but to his Creator. His not uskig tbe day 
atight no more entitles another to exact his labour on it, 
tfaMi A'maa's nott <• honouring the Losd with hia subr 
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stance and with tlie first-fruits of all lus increatej*' 
warrants another to rob him of his property. We mast 
answer to God for the use of our substance ; but still it? 
is our own : — we must answer to God for the use of our 
sabbatical time; but it is equally our own. Kyerj.Tom 
who knows that the Most High Grod has giren such a 
law, has a right to claim this tune ; and no •ther man 
can exact it of him without felony against the statutes of 
hearen. — If these things be so, — if there be a panty 
between the law which invests a man with property in 
his rightfully acquired substance, and the law wUck 
iiiTests him with property in this proportion of his time, 
— *does it not become more than competent to humafi 
legislators, — does it not become their incumbent and 
imperative duty, to g^uard from spoliation the one dec 
toription of property as well as the other ? — by statute 
and penalty to hinder the exaction of time, as well as iJie 
abstraction of goods ? — ^to protect their subjects in the 
enjoyment and use of every one of their divinely goaiMh 
tied rights P-^ And, since the sabbatical law is dictated) 
on the part of Deity, by mercy to the brute creation a^ 
well as to men, ought not human enactments, in the 
same spirit of mercy, to provide, as far as possible, fat 
the security of dieir rights abo? Ought they not to 
maintain and enforce a law, so eminently beneficial to 
those dumb creatures of God, which he has subjected to 
the service of man, but which he has thus, at the same 
time, compassionately protected, by statute, from oppres* 
sion and waste ? * 

* These yie'ws of the political obligation of the Sabbath, which t 
have long held, I was glad to find in harmony with thoie of my firitndf 
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The distinction thus made between the different ends of 
the Sabbath, the secular and the spiritual, defines, with 
some degree of clearness, the boundaries of the province 

_ 1 1 

of human legislation. The laws of men can neither co];n- 
mand nor enforce what is spiritual : that lies between the 

Mr. Wm. Maegavin, to whose intelligent and active mind both the 
ohurch and the eonununity have been so deeplf indebted :-^** We lire 
thftnldlol,** says he, *' for the protection which the law of the land givea 
us in this respect; and we can be so, without conceding to the civil 
power the right of interferenee in matters of religion. It is the duty 
of the eivil Magistrate to enforce obedience to the law of God, hot in 
rdativn to rdigious worship, but in all matters which relate to rfglit 
and property between man and man. Some define the Magis^ln^e's 
power to relate to the second table of the law only ; but this is not 
quite correct. There is one command of the second table, namely, the 
teath, which he cannot enforce, because It relates to the thoughts of the 
heart ;— and there is a part of the first table which he can, and ought 
to enforce, because it relatetf to a matter of property and right between 
iMi And man. The eighth copimandment gives to every man a. right 
t» his own property-; and the fourth commandment gives to every 
niaB, eqiecially to servants, and even to labouring cattle, a right to one 
day in seven, to rest from the service oif their masters ;--and it is as 
much the duty of the civil power to protect them in this right which 
dti be done only by an authoritative suspension of worldly business on 
that day, as to protect the property and lives of the sul^ects generally. 
Oa this ground, and this only, I consider the rest of the Sabbath a pro* 
per subject of human legislation.** Church Establishments considered) 
in a series of Letters to a Covenanter. Letter vU. pages 77, 78. 

There is an able Article in the Ecolectic Review for June 18S0, in 
whiftb the principles maintained are also, sul>stantial1y the same. This 
article, which, from some forgotten cause, had not been read by me at 
the time of its appearance, fell in my way since this discourse was do* 
livered, while I was looking back in the Review for something else* 
And I presume I may consider the sentiments contained in it as corre- 
sponding with those of a work, from the pen of the enlightened Editor, 
"which I have not yet had the pleasure of perusing.— " The Law of the 
Sabbath, celigious. and polUieal, by Josiah Condier." 



CQQl^ienCd i9n4.God. But they eaii re^fulate 'ii4uil« 
la^ ;TlM»ycaa ad<^.the4ivine 8ti;llite> iorit»B$k»^k» 
tQ^iparat ikfiaSts s-— miy, the rights whkh that «M9to 
^»t<Aijr9» it/is Ijimr propei' buatness to pvoteciC;.. And \f» 
diQuiely >M^\tbe tivrQi deacriptioils df ends saaoeiiitedydlMilt; 
ia j^TQYuiipg for the secular, they take the loeift.ieffecibiiid 
meaii£f of ^^quiriBg, to all whose indiiiation dis^poaea them W 
fi^Dpw. ,piiy(,.th€) spiritiial^ the nndWtui^ed ojppwtQnlty>o{ 

eHJ^y*^^^^'^^^^ '^"^^^^^^^^ itself ia beanttfpU 
and^ if Q^iy mii^ be not deceired by the pov^er* of f hah^ 
th^re seems toJ>e someiiiing natural and oo^grmma^tni.iit* 

The generM r^V^Q of ^ toiled (i^rea^tiou liari9cmi«i»s iWidl 
with the contemplative recognition, and the peaceftd and 
solemn worship, of the great Being, by whom all was 
made, and on whom all depends. What mind, alive to 
the principles and sensibilities of piety, has not felt the 
stillness of the Sabbath-mom, when the hum of the busy 
city, or even the less noisy indications of rural labour, are 
hushed, delightfully congenial with the feelings of devo- 
tion?— -the rest of surrounding nature, in pleasing concord 
with the rest of the soul ? — the cessation of earthly toils 
and worldly pleasures, helpful to the establishment of holy 
sentiments, and the elevation of heavenly desires ? — But 
on these topics I cannot at present enlarge. The text 
will lead us, tmder the different particulars of which it 
consists, to the illustration of the various duties, both posi- 
tive and negative, which the day demands, — that is, d 
the things we should do, and the things we should not doi 
in order to the full accomplishment of the divine purposes 
an its institution; and also of the various modes, direct 
and indirect, of. its profanation ; and; of the adva^tagasi 
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temporal and spirHniil, persohal and social, arising' fh>m 
itip due Mwerranoe. — "Hiere is one toprc, of essential iih- 
p<M*tttice in itself, and, from its nature, calculated toisupfo*' 
sede many ttinnte questions of moral casuistry, as to 1^ 
ptwktical obsenranoe of the day — I mean the rigJu prindple 
of its eelebrationj or the state of mind and heart necessary 
to^the duemd acceptable keeping €^ the Sabbath, as de- 
duct' fttfOk % scriptural consideration of its nature and 
oljfMfl. To this subject I shall direct your attention in 
B^jtedhconrse,..— pointing' out, at the same time, some 
of those false principles by which the outwardly respectfxil 
ebsenranee of die day may sometimes be dictated. 
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,,: jI^iOAHlyiii, 18, 14- i ., >>irf,ioflrH: 

■;■'*■■ ?:^ M'it'l nO 
ijf ^tf turn away thy foot from the SMaih, frpm \ daiiM§ <Ak ^ i ^ mi 
on my holy day j and call the Sabbath a delight^ thq holy ofJ)A 
Lordf honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thi^e own, apaMi 
nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words : then 
shalt thou ddight thysdf in the Lord ; and Twill causS^iSee% fw 
uptm the high places ef the eartk akd feed'thee witk'ihe henliij^ 
Jaceb thy father: for the mouth of die L»d hath^ipbkemiUiiv^^^'^* 

AckREBABLY.to intimation in the dose of het diioQiiM 
I am now to drftw your attention to a topic -wUah/ifclftii 
stated to be << of essential importaaee in it«^ mtitiiti^ 
culated to supersede many minute Questions, ofr miri 
oasuistry, as to the practical obaervanee of ihii fliililwriiT 
namely, the right principle of its celebration, or AimJIsM 
of mind and heart necessary to the doe and acaqpriaUi 
keeping.of it, as deduced firom; a scriptural eomid^mtisit 
of itSrnatwre and o\^^t" - j*^ />r^ .d^rn 

Y^iu will at^onoe be sensible, that of tiiAssc (|iw<«afcO 
and ot ye pt of Ihe day) there m«sfe:iiecesteilyJb«4Psi|li 
luidcvstundiiig^ i» Older to ite^teingnlltdy MbnutimiVf 
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•bMrfed; fior witt k be leis obriMi to yon, tibit, tikmg 
with m yigMy inlbnMd mmd, there nmet be a decided 
tealiiiieMt of ^pproVatioiiy and a state of appropriate and 
fikTOtttaUe feeUng, in regard to the gveat ends of the m- 
stiHttkNi. 'Widumt these, not oaly can no eommemon- 
tt?e day be duly obserf edy bat no institution whaterer, 
hnsMii or diviiis. Tke original Sabbath was a comme- 
OMfstion, as we have repeatedly had oecasion to iiotiee, 
of Ae woik of creation ; and to the people^of Israel it Was, 
St Ae iaue timoy by special dhrine injmiction, to be com- 
iMKHKrathre of their delrreHMiee from Elgyptian bondage. 
Ottthdr put, therefore, the right celebration of that Sab- 
Imtki ie < fliirt theknowledgie and acknowledgment of these 
fteWi 'lif OeriTs having created the world in six dayaand 
nMo i m the serenth, — and of his having, by a ^< high hand 
«ad aa outstretched am," wrought the redemption of Ida 
fptfflki ^-HHod, ataig with this, the devout affectioBs of 
VHMintiKSlnift gratHade, Whidv these displ^ 

I were fitted to inspire. Snch^ too, is Ae ease 
ftor Ae Chttetiaa; MUaidii Without eicdndiBg, 
observed^ the previoas} gre^nds'of eelelnalxen, 
iilnMtfe eqpcMnaHy saoMd tothe ia w mw r y of the FUtnuMA 
VMOiKwJasim. This^iailBgflaaddkBMoteiiistic^Mrtwe. 
"iTIiMiitBaaineth a:sabbalkm to tk» peepfe of God tioit 
ha> Aa*df OBteMiinta hirrest, he idso hMidi ceased frMi 
Mii (»w a woihsr « »oJ did fasm hbJ* It is iin eelebm- 
4MM#ii4falory ; of the Savkmr^strramph over sin, ami 
dMth» and hell; ofhis^ qK>iUngprineipalitiesaad poweva, 
Ml mtlllmg ssimr of Aete<<qpenly, triottqphing errer them 
mUnprntr-^-^liaB ^aaeefldiaron Ugh^ leadhig iifiiiiiy 

yjJHuy tdjanwi ea (iMi> aigte haBd'oftba 
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LiaA9f«-PAY.''. ,.]tMlQ<vnb th*^ it cmi be,diily.«elfbi;id;il4i 
-*H9eWbf»^i iff. tbii tnieipintof il^^-by duMse t^Y.^T^jfff^ 
rightly; iiodewtand die design qf tliQ work which, ^J^f^Dyyi, 
fiiuikod.oivthe cirov^ and of > his vesurrectip^ a$ t||^,f9V|j[<f 
dence of that design having been effectctd, Th^tjUCN^. 
belief of the facts, that Jesus died and rose again, is not 
the faith of the gospel : that jButh including also the belief 
of the true end or purpose of the facta. Neither, there- 
fore, is the celebration of tlie Sabbath appropriate and 
aoeeptable, when it ;is a celebration of the fiMa^^diPNM 
without' ft scriptural intelligcpace and i^preciaiion o£ tM^> 
import. lOnd design. It it not enoiigh that dior0 Wm 
external adherence^ eren eyer so rigid, to ChjriAttea iMirf 
tutions ; .the question remains, .in what ^fpiriti they^jMt 
attendod to- Unless we . celebrate the Losd^suday ^ 
guilty sinnerS) indebted- £ar. their salvation to thici fifiittM 
work of Immanuel; trusting and rejoicing, isLtlSMilP^ 
whom Jehorah is well-pleased; praising the f^w^i^fbis 
person, character, and. work; preseilting ouninppli^alBim 
and thank^vings to God/in his name ; and, with Iti^riijll' 
joy, anticipftliiig the everlasting repose of he«Hre% thumlt 
him who, haring finlsb»d. his :work, entered into jUs^iMfr 
•wnnless we ihue obsenre it^ ituejpirit of the day i^f^Qliet 
all is formal^ cold, and dead; or, if there be Sie^4^ 19 
spurious, unhallowed fire, such as has not hieea kJndktl 
from the altar on which << the Lamb of God .took iiwif 
the ms. of the world.'' The. weekly return of.therdaf 
r8miiid»4ihe people .4xf Christ both of the Qrossraod of :th^ 
cvofw. .• It- kiiimUeS).<aad it animateS|-^uiiibkc(« rj^) 
bringivigHsiii t4M«Mr nemembnAce^d-^H^ byfMMir 
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iHg^eOi ttiM it^**VHi aVdAe^^' ' ft MAs rijlBiii<<>aek' M 

flli^bifH'^d {NTOclaiins— <' The Lot^d lg)4«eii indiaed''^ 
<'^difl4'8^ ifHA place wher6 they Ittd Uim/' ' i(And'wMiI«!, 
^IflP'ttei'i^oice df triumph, they sing—' ■' •' " •' 

ion rl .null* ■> ■ ■ ".* t;l' I- »'>■.•..' 

** Christ is risen from the dead, 
',i:.>«l -j-itM-h. High ascended as oar head, ♦'»'.■-«.» .- 

•ri:iiii .iM.'Ji: .^ EntarM hesrea wHh hla blfod^ > i>if« iu" ' 

»iic rjiu-M- t-i jSerted.oiithettocine.ofqp^I",, ., . ,,;, . . .. , 

tbifltetf >U vpirit) at the elose of iihMr>BOti(^, thf^dirine 
jHm6in^*^lf ye, then, be risen with OhriiC^'feek thiAM' 
lilk^ WhMh tee ah<yfe, where Christ i^ttMU>ott'^e right 
httid-af'Ck)d.'' 'Set your affecdotf<M thingii«l^ej mot' mt 
Mskgu in llie<'earth. !FV>r ye ate- dead; and yitar life Is 
]M is4fli Christ in God. When Christ; who ili bur liftf,' 
Mb^t^peak^y tiien shaD ye also vippeatr-with him in glory.** 
(klUWlMX4;^ ■•■ ■' 

'i^iiebiiritlie Mie liqpirit of the day. External worship, 
ifll'^fritlii^Mffts,' may be regularly and' punctiliously per- 
fehtoMlj whfle no portion of this spirit' ieharacterises itl 
flMfOfii ao true sabbatism, mdess there be the resting of 
thif^l^tMilgi worshipper in the finished work of the 8oii 
Qf«<0^ All the serrioes of the day must be per foi tKied 
id Us name, and with exdusire reliance on his mediatioti, 
-ua^i^fe blood, and righteousness, and intercessioni ; else 
Ae^'traiS'SpiHt of the institution is essentially Tiolated; 
alid>aM^berefl of what alone can render it acceptable tb 
fihsdi'^ IBod is not << honoured" (to use the>i weird' of Our 
tett)«tf«^tke'wondiip of a sinner ^ be offered iu' any other 
njMt4b0tk AAt of dependattee oailie werili'or-th#.Medi- 



witft t^AMl<p^a te tlie tk^me of hit 8libVil&ciil^>€MiWt^ 
mtHnUiM abd pmiie; So it is n^w. It wiH tt6K 4<^'M% 
tfutas^ttokeep a Si^bath to Gt>d, simply as '«Mdtto)^,iai|i 
a kind of deistical Sabbath to the €k)d of natw^'wHlkiliit 
any ackaoipdedgnieiii of the God of gra^i T1if»^^»nhM 
bo a rep^tHibn of Ute^sin of €«m, i^ho btDii^t^>ki«i'oiKii(<^ 
iii!^ tO'tke eM-of prbvidetto^, bat iHtUteia tlHUiuMMeb 
'tAaA ^tM' iprescrib^ ttr man as a MLm tretMfi§fVti» 
ptiB^eiltiUg'of irkiai wdtild ka»« hniOted tibe eottftusfailtf 
Us gttflt,'«f'tkiO'rig;hMd»8tiocis of bhr (soiideitttiiydMl^Hillid 
of his d6|NNidMi6e oil' msMsy ^roi^^ tke prMi&MA MMIi^ 

m^itt, • t- !i; oft ; ..I I < ■, :) -iMi^ (i.jh >1U' 

on this important subject ; becnuile it lies atf "dle^'ftiliAfr 
tito <tf Sbetig^kt pctorfiMiiikttieeof aHthfe^iihiliaii'bfllie di}^; 
Mdbeoanse^tkereritf ito griMi A Tariety'^teol^«^<ky4Ai»k 
men amy W iadtiited to maintS!i«itre!ttwiifii? rti>ili N < i d b; 
«ywl that,'tod^ wHkno smaU measoM^ i<g4d scrt q ^falm iy 
wMlO) fronv>tke absentae -«f ^fce rigktr ^ntfi^pta^^ iUl»4l 
rsGBityy and sel^-delnskn. - JJkmr me iMtpaMoallaAirb 
few ofthesoyargronndjaof sd^in^pdvy.' ' -^^'W '^ 

' 1. Tke SftbbaiA may be o bse r v ed, in rc^ins^ lis»te'«Uil^ 
immd il^ttbfettlents, /rom, prmtipl^qf srpriffhmimkM^ 
All mannlNP of wwldly occupation mny be u ti st airtp ii^WH 
wlUi' sisiiqpetfitftien» apprehensivunesSj^^-'-^ivMtotej^oiiijnil 
eH«Ma<Maeilt Aatrttymivp»tke liai^ of^^Hne^g ^ttimm 



^ iffdwriirfjiig wqgnlarity, aft;i^4«p«rtwe i^topte j^^ron 
tlitflWithftd «Migie» weold amUify . tb0 irlifi(^»aa4 fiU .&• 
iH^^Aimtli iwidoiu difliiifitaded-Hui that, $tkjMf.^ }i(f * 
Jgk^f^^at^alioxei^litB num dball be i» his .pkoerM Iu«: tiiae, 

ljyiitM)i^nuAWury e ro bi ti oaM of raligiaa8\^eiio»et^-f while 
nHfifi/jdoffeiin the tpififc of .i^ aetf-right^oiig i|epiwd«96e.w 

%ff9«|;wdiwltof.«iwnii]igdflvotii»a and earBestaosAj^Pftj the 
iipii.fiiiyli|i^iiii may. evjta he ittaLand deep* msaordiug te .the 
T^Fflrfninw''' ^^^ underatanding: oC the ti^iiia oa.i^^'jUch Us 
hwnay. Migiymi*. But the spirit of lh#.i|rhol#tisftat ultiar va* 
ikmflii idththe gospely and eoaseqiieDtly: ivath^th^ ,^eal ma- 
ture and ends of the day. If the Sabbath be ob8ery^.iii 
«i|4lllaf|^Iopev of mind, it ia kept in ^ihaletter^hfit.bftiken 
i|Mt]|A^iiat^.iC U.isjoot, wheasoobserTf^d ^ftheJLord'a 
d^ A4f ^.tlM.I^ord has not the glory given hi^i that-is doe 
m9t^id$,n9i»^ The reminisceiMes of the day^ and the spirit 
ofJiilmobwiiYer> are in a state of perfect jDeampatibiUly with 
eMit»Air» ..Noinconsisteney.canbe imagined more direot 
mi^llkgfBpity.thui.So eommemorateiJki^ w4rk*of the:]t#* 
iem^Wm. the spirit of seW-justifieation(. to m$!kB the^very 
senrices by which iks^ wark^is 4Belefarated$-the giNmnd ef 
Sfllj&oasaphioe^ey.aad ioonfidenoe'towarda Qod, idfen the 
fiis^4aaigBxrf the work itself is to exelndts^.^ the^pavt 
Q^^SiimMiiiallid^ieEdanoe^.and all ghtjmfi sairefttn rtke 
iirWNof«Ko.iiiiia,cankeep the 4ay.|ice^t«hl)Er4nqiifay other 
tiMfvMrirf')rmin44um «hs4 e#aoqai«s4^iB|»ae( sa'.fh<l ^r^epel 
mkmm n^merej^ oA.hwuUeiS^ifiaxiQtiisiimir^nd miieadi- 
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cMemfrtaonv* iir^ile^ortr InkuhM-^mttteglsr ttriWfiirritfpwfiljij 
tt^ii^'ii gtttt»>*tf' <^po8itiaBitDtito trwt Batqmiifiiitdrilciriito 
dJTJitiy- pfo^li tf»> 'foinded vfon ift^^^^wlule ^f^imok ^Mf 
wlilil wtB '^ieyicf i^e < oaa to «8dMm ooiveiitiflpfiiMtfidriff 
bowing 'I»''4h0- Mff«reignty of fedMBungtloiMpHr miMh 
AiMepiibiiils B^^ti^ but a piBsdinptuoaB iiMMte '^TVe.day, 
it is true, is il^day of jeyv^md oonfi^eitoei wid>teii| w| i b^ Hltet 
liot<iiv«iinMi7«ti>f Tbeflpiritofiefverf tem^ akmewuiAti it 
fi^'Atttf otf ikim ^ho'stta^ ^ '< 'Ckid fbiUdliisti IfBlioi|Uif|lM|r 
«iftoi]|tliO«ci9oUofiAe ImA Memm €Skimii^ iffowMdsbim 
lidfld iii^hiciAcil-anto ife^ioodi Lniil»i'«kc*wotlc|^iiiiiAidi 
|ife.#b||i«ifi|y«B)kisi^ablaAi^ke«pin9 apM^olhbiilifjppsM 
justii^iig>v^b«eoii9nwsj''iiid^^8t'tho dose^of^'^^JHildhibeai- 
O0iv€^'aindl-8tifnt'id9y^ ieelB.dia idsiagB. oft netfrGbviylt- 
C0ifcyv^^dr#aiit€gss>4iiin9^tbBt he has been 'oddiag^it 
■toyiiof tflleritoiEiow sbrtiee^ and reconimeliitdiiiyrlunnlfalD 
idMi •dirinb aceeptanbe,^«M-pfiir(^aaiag4he S^bhaduflf Ul^tv 
bytbe ii rrmplhi y rmrnftmrnn nf bin iRnhhithri niidip(hy fiw 
baeu' Mdhd^ng^at^rtane of aiindi thcxrongl^^aalt^DnaigiA* 
oal^^tuMJi'beeB S& a Uv iugi his' own. i|w?ide iit- dietregyu qfl||ihfc 
ilonjof) ddbaditfiliiDfipuit and fitted to hiOBable l^idniii4ttl|, 
JtBtead. of <faily fobagnrjliy . the> day,- been pgofltittitigpwt^lP 
the diflhooter o^^Uat ^vioufe wheni. it is deiiigiied»afii- 
rUf^i. ^He hw aotikspt dte Sabbath; hehasibneUeK^lTH' 
l)am'>ilrar8i!howi''BiiffFow*ntinded, illiberal^* mukmaiaU^ 
8ll-jAiis>i^idli by many be d^med. ^Bat H Iliaaimnti<q|o 
biiyoBd-ibec'Wbni <tf the Lord^ to say lessuoiu aaonaS'is'^ 
Mfemotil^iilnwa-tho high ton^^jef the goi^e^itiu^iiBiodr 
tbb/ny ity-of ditft AipTPtn hettrfa. • iOf thal'^i^l^ ffham^ 
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^ Biy '6k)d^'to graktff the ffigh-mm^vd presmnptioii o£ hi8 
fUBen-tifMitMre. If Ae esgovoeof tkegotynlbe'gnuie^.the 
fliM And most eMential ekmeiit innght saibbatiiBal ohsei^- 
iiftiMy' nrast be the spirit of lywlyiund (hailkfiil rdianoa on 
jgntefet/'eveii'ike givce Terroaled in the workfirom which 
ibtOB «> ceased" when he <' entered into his rest.'- • • /. . 
/f^fi. The Sabbath may be kept, horn the it^iftemi^ofmfify 

)tdueMonfCmd ^cmuefmnt custom and MbiL 

(' ^Theva are iew blessings nMnre pifecious dum •apiouii 
pM^eotAge^and a trainong frcwn chik&ood ^' in Ihe muflore 
fiild^adsioiiiticm^ the Lcm^*^ But, like every, other 
U^ingy it'is capableyfrom the perTerseBefla#f the heavt, 
'c^^pvpflhieing evil as well as geo«L<r^otoiily «ay it, by 
bee^cteS'niegligenoe, eit by headstrmig reduitanoe^^be con- 
vMvd iato a cnrse, and, npon the principle thai responsi- 
-bflity is ifli proportion to privilege^ bring Ai>#iinpon snich 
MSTfaiKrv ei^oyedit the heavnr e(mderainidont*hnt'>i]tiIes89 
ondii pait>of parents, there be much care and- wisdom, 
ari4 -sikpplication ft>r spiritaal inflnenee, there* is in it a 
ifaqdenoyy lees apparent, but »ot on -that acoomit the less 
daiibgeiKms, to indnce what we may term Bia 4ducitti&nai 
Jiai^nalil^ in religion,~^thB form of godliness "trithont the 
-yawer^'-^-the regularity ef«utward movements^ withentihe 
olwaid' vital principle. < ' And to thosie* wh» ar^ im- 
pressed with the spiritual tueture' of tvtie rsBgion,' lus a mat- 
4lbfrbetween the heart and the heart>'seariehiBg Ood^ the 
4aiqrer will be fat -from appearing of a trivial' ^ land;— ^A 
icertatn>ioatin&of eactenial abstinences tnd ^exttMclses may 
{berats^afabrlygone throfngh on every retnn£ng^i Sonday, 
^tn«rri3|r £toifki.tfie< ibfltience; of 'eariy>pi^tted^i-:;^<pi^^ 
fbegoii iHidfl£BniM8't0>th0ieniiipl€l^'«nd'»ahMlieii^ 
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hwiUgfct yiidttrily JAtKf ^ptkmdm- w kind nf eimati&mA 
MM dfidniPfV of Hiaqll ^ Ba««m ihM the <!i«iiii!&cnloe ^1^^ 
Ml>IM'4tlile «t eaw luder tbs duurge 4rf Mf ti«giMtt 
ondnioli'icv bvench of those ohseryvMeci, ^th irlicfa 'ilM) 
jretnni ^^fthe 4iy ha^, fi^iiii ehildhoed, hemtf ttkMiAfeM/iiU 
whkh ]iat« ho^^MBe a part of the habits ef life. ^'''" '^ 
>|'am far from meaning to say, that in mieh eadAy Mgtt^ 
tO' Ae witt and OKanrple of pitrents, or iDi mnek gdwatitori 
aaloctation and habiti, there is any tMng irrong." AH I 
isieiid is, that they are not enough. Some higher piMl'^ 
ple-vequires to he Inrought into exercise. In die imdM'idl^ 
suoh roiitine, the product of education and eastmii, ^ 
groat designaof the institution may never have bee^ 'eauMp- 
iaed, imderBtood, believed, and felt. There may he Mat 
gefteml aMOpiation of the day with the six days ctf OlcMh 
tion — though the bond even of that association ma^ti^ 
v^ry slender, a filament oi thought, of which the' mbd 
scarcely feels the hold : — while there may hate been )H) 
self-applioation of the great principles of the gospel^>-4io 
personal conviction of guilt, m^worthiness, dungety' attf 
need of salra^on,— no faith in that finished woA of righfc^ 
eousness aod at<mement of which the Sabbath is the oete- 
bration, — ^no true love to Him who ^^ loved sinnefH uai 
gave himself for them," and entered not into his rest tffli 
by his agonies and blood, he had completed their salvia' 
tioli,--4o grateful ^'joying in God through our Im^ 
JeMur Christ by whom we have received the recondliatioii'f 
--and'where these are wanting, there is no truehaMo^ 
of spiiit wMi the events and i^memlMMaceli of ^|hi( di^* 
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ItiiiufotlNMMy. (lM»rifiiiiiiid4iihii^nlM tikfij^ ffHSt^^h^ dmi« 

tm^rffllMNlillig :«erMeiifto, «id holy joy, m^ dwMei 
llW^firJ^jF iffMcti th« Sabbath of «ai«b ifl' venAiraAf a 
hlm^iii^iK^^' ^ iiiie -€frerl»Kti&g fltthbidi'^thtATWi^ 
It may h^»'iii fdi^ .of> oatward kabitS|'>x«lhey:'.(^^ 

'Hnrfrtl wfaTOift y ^tp parfoital aommek^ aad tridilimteiq^ 
gfr(f:|^ce%^rji7ii^her,,|dkfu^.v)to .^^ purposefl. and divHM 
ii^f|ip^H9f|ygrHo£M hodUy) ■ e^ b^t, Aot- of gpkteMJl 

4l9MgAATT '^m the jSaJbbalh^kc «^.«§^tl^ kepty uif]#Mf H 

8]|MHpi(riM(l^ 'On^iHULi^ ^ a«d:kist,h«»Ft m tena 

tq|(j||l^.j^3|;;fjihBli,pfrvad•All^l^ aod..ri|]^>duli..<NiL itht 
hMB«i 9£tti^.,!l»lW(Q4iti^)^a J«mi% .having :?&iiab9d'.h«i 

jjiSwTlJfft MMlF«^l%..mi^y be ob8enfed,.,ff0iii T9apee€iO:ihB 

.(ft W^<)mb Yur^t^pbTieu^ to yo% afr.ive^vatkiediteb^^fiifw 
ii|iM.dJifM^^rfe, thathusuuii law8.fDai]|go«aoi£EutheriflkthaHr 
qi|ffgp^HHii|{4h«ui:tO'that whbbi0 0Y^ They con take 

nm.|9pgf^sapoe. «f: ihe atiod and heart^<^of!.tha ae«rat 
^hOTg^tP^the oiie^ and^herMeaprewediMUiiga and de» 
sifiif fiC,^ o^iw. ^ .OiriW' thes# they can ^Keroiaeiio; oe»- 
tr{|t)(,>I^{]^ot Aiefm-rthMyiwhen.A €Briii}mal4iet.has -h^ea 
pfl^|iiiAd> the ,]|k^ p9,y» iv)t regaid^ m any cia^e,. to the 
tii^ifyrfMite^.tWi agentr-'^^be o^iimtM^' aa.it ba6 t^ehmeaH^ 
bffmrftWff^^s^^F'-T^i^I^^ waa^t the.tuiMtiao(iwAedhn>It 
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as far as it is possible with certainty: ,M wqi^r^llii^ j^(H9f 9W^ 

rtfi»»WfW^i^Q^I,iQoiisei|iieiice8 of th^ fixmvl^^fmif^^ 
l^ig?rNi4wre^9 md in many casep entipiely^ q|i^ ihflHm^W^ 
.ftlSiie^fflW^ IPwiw aw even cases, i^ ifrbic]j^^,T^^8fpe 
f^^VMy, on die QiiM hand, be perfectly iii^q^nl^ ai]^.f^^ 

jm^WOf^thyi^a, on the other, he s|b^np^d».lfVMth|i^<49fSP' 
'WfcnHffrtftMrofsity. .But, in the first place* iifHha,flWtfF^flPt 
^>pot ))(iNia done, the laws of men )^V;e|y^h4i^.,|p.yif^. 
jCb^/mlU^ o£w earthlyi government jaa^^^.,i|lih^^f0 
A^^Msin, >r^ildi84 by. iJhue. God who '.< tri«»,^<\irw^j j# 
.14f^Hjt«f^Uine«4^ .i^n^^mned by that spijit^^. ^.If^ 
mrft, -Vbetthat Iwtet)^ hi^.broth^r in bis :h^9rti»'>pA'>mr- 
AEfferj' Wwhil#ihoman statute? can neith^epr detect iviftgNijilt, 
.4H^, .evi9fl ,if ki weire avowod^ bring it to p^|ii|hiwenfr, [J^^ 
iff: thA ne^Kt place, if any thing which liui|)«^ l%w^ fd^^ 
ibeOMtoin%4!oi2e,ithese.laws cang0.no;ft4rlJ^ei;it)inn/iti|ie 
.oiwxtact. The inward motive may bav9,;beet): 9iMV1^ 
•delisctive, the state of the heart ever 8o,4i«l<i^A}(3. Iffrti of 
4lvit,they.fian take no account. It is beyond .thAur(ii|ro- 
yince. It is out of their reach. It belongs. tO/.fl|ipd 
Human laws, UBidqed, regard those actions, againstildiich 
th^y threaten punishment, uskirmes rather than.,9s |^; 
Md they .pleasure their enormity, and appoitvui^ tii^ir 
IHuutive award, more by the degree of bann.pirqdii^^di^y 
4b«an.to the eivil community, than to the degi;«e<of ftfti^ir 
^iMrtnsic doioml 4wpitude. They cannot, in ^th^, ^n^nUi^ 
liMKiMive^s^tOiidie great principle of morslityjbith^i regard 
•dMOito that^radmrilgr nnd iho.gtoy iof) thc^wivenifdljlare- 



md'pnipMy ifiS^^t;' '''' ■ ' ■ -"«" " "• '^-^ ■' 

^^oykM^;' <My pre^ient busiti«»ag is ratU^'MtsMoiAtii 
4iiy^tt^^MM 6f the dan^ ttrisin^ frofU tft^ ^ktiii^ f^iist of 
'til^K^'c^tiitt'&MbUAh having a; phicle hlf Aie'Mtittt^-lxlok 
'^'^^At§'t6mtif^ii^'^^*^iaiger of obisefr*riii^if b«'d icl^Uisiti- 
'Itt^M.'fi^ a^»«gai4t^the law^ genii^y'iMdA'pAmaL- 
iiM'i^^hB'Mtitatf'^ffefitn of this' 1^ lU'p&i^^tilSr ttfrnn 
^ihe' lE^ider, Md Vbtu(e, irtid vp^ll-^bdng, of ^citiet^. MtAti- 
' tddeiA'th^^i^, th^re is reason to fear, M^hoise sdbblitth-^^p- 
i^U^ gt^«»'ho highei* in the prinibipfe of i^H^^ l^crJ They 
'}iii4p tfa« day, as subjeeta of the'BH«iilh,!r«the^'thiai'^'the 
^MNriiae g6t«mment. Gi^ttt Britain' -y,' ih their comteon 
'^tttiaoee, a Christian countiy; i«d^hiibitbn^<ai^ Chiidtlan; 
"M^lalfft and' histitiitioM are- Christian.' " On this' geti^Kral 
-principle, tteff^' themselves btvnnd to eon^rm te^ these 
^llii^'ttnd<ltfst&ttttlon»-^-as goed, loyal, Ohridtian dnbjeots. 
-"TlN^y absti^','therie^e, fhnn theiif 'seonlar occupations 

aikP anmsementfet, as ihr^ at least,' as public exampte'^re- 

'"^iuMifrt'^f hey go to choi'dti with others^ and paywhal 

'thlay 'redcon a becoming and'du^fol deference to ^ the 

weekly ceremonial of the StMday. But what is th^^ in 
'ttU diis, of the spirit <»f obc^i^nc^ to God? What is there 
' «|* keeping the Saibbs^ holy to- the Lord ? What is 4JMere 
'oH^ihib mind and heart of a ereatiire oofBuki'eniorathtig) ^with 
•Midvenat adoration, the doings ofits Creator? of*of tt<sitttier^ 
•-irtimbling 'bmiself before his offended' jQidd^'iA oonfMion 
-i4Ml'«ii^4hattk%iving'for' revealed lov)e^*ittd»StijppliealiMifor 
' tttOIr^? ' ^>Wliaiti iii^lJyer^of kieligtoiEUVpiAdui^^iov^ 



t8D 
and wta$/fmkUm^rAAp'9^ > if iBj^tmA^m^eHnftiMtiUf 

h atoH |^^afaAit€>MrfiHhtate[»-th# seinbliuM lif MbiiliigaM^V 
wUkf Itie TMl 'loy«l»)r &iiktt betrt rises m UgllMr liMili|» 
thfa'|lttmie;'ittid«effii8«itiitien9 ttid laws of Hhsi Brllitk Mm 
It^iTrdiAdrii^i* Cmsr tli» dungs thataM Cbdtftr ••'itili» 
<<iMesn<*^sMog]r for MsaddL's sake,'' it is b^irfiigr at»W 
natite lif the Ki^ of Zion, in hoiHmr of thelSmg^^timti 
rethsA.' There is BotMng in it lHiato09f«r (tf-tibb<t« gflU 
bMiste of tlie people of Ood,'' wUch is kepi by them'^ 
hdwidr ^ Him lAte^ << hating ceased ftom hi* W0i4^ W^ 
teVM into his rest." 

'*Xiet uie entreat all my hearers, to ''lay to kearV** M 
piii4un6nnt importance of right prmeipie. Do remcMd>ai^ 
tltiit, in as fer as you y^rarsehres and yornr respoMbility 
to €k)d are concerned, the principle of the ohserrancfe rf 
the day may he almost, or altogether, as reprehensiMe ai 
hid sight as the principle of its non-ohsenrance: T1rtt« 
mby hi^ gmlt contracted in the doing, as really, atid 9k 
mtich, as in the not doing. It is in this, as it is in fff^ 
matter of external celebration, — ^all depends on l^e j^lAfr- 
ei{>le. There is, yon are wiell aware, more than a ]^b«li- 
bility, — there is a possibility which has many many a tiflM 
been exemplified in fact,. — of praying to be seen of Mftn, 
of giving alms to be seen of men, of fasting to be seen rf 
men ; and, afiter all, having no reward of yonr Father whs 
is in heaven. Nay, more : on the avthority €^ thcf saM 
omnidci^nt discemer and righteons judge of human t&a^ 
dbci, tl)^ is a possib^ity of even ^ making long prsfy^^'^ 
add fecelvihg, in ^swer to them, <* greater datmiiktiMi.^"! 
deeply 4^1 Urtite^'tfefii^ Of ihilifmrt of ttrfsal>je(^ Ptf 



fmip/k Hm^WhH^ he ii> i wn w iaim ww^ hyrtg^Hiwe ftniwftelif 

The' diM^rof, ^xtwiMlf)obs9ryjane9i.i&. WQiuohf^ on ^iHsry 
maati'Ar frtui^Kec' jai di»/duiiy of que, f&.,iijbLe^4^%; ^.i4ii« 

formanoe of the duty, is equaUy incimibe^t»^9,|ipr^9l^iQi^; 
tli^ obijfilliw ^^{an|r:diity,,ii4e^ Hec^^y woAy^ 
tliQ,i«U%a|i(mitoid)AteYQr.i8 pi»yipiiAly,;r^iiisii^,^..t)^ 
piPQ]Nir.4i«(fb«rg^.of aU It.is th04uty aCa}! to pryy ;r7~t>.u( 
thf B ih te i te < ffh ep<M»Jtha;>»ccqptft^ lie <iff<M;ed 

hjr a^riiuiac i^ ^th on the mme of Jeniurf— -w]|m^^M^ il fi4r 
l#fK||'|tliat5 (m ibe^iartofaU who hear thegospel, and hl^ye 
die ffff^ of 6od in. fheir h^ds, the dnty of prayer mr 
yifitsf^ m it ^aprevtpns duty of heUeving in Christ, jwd 
fpmif the heart to Crod through IJinu In like moAner, 
itfiaft||ie.duty of all to. keep ithe. Sahbath : — ^but this pr^r 
e^ff^ m jtheassnixvptioa, that it 19 the duty of all to believe 
inf hw fvrhoae. work of satiration it copunemorates.; to make 
thatwork thev ground of th^r hopes, the source of their 
je|i% and their sole pleafbr 4;be acceptiuDce of Iheir persons 
aiMl.86K?tce»; and^.uader the cmnbined influence of faith, 
and* fewr^ rand Jove, <^ to worship Him who is ^ Spirit in 
spjpili ^fiidi lA .truths" . But are there not t)ipusiin<j^ aiu} 
t#ns.fi9£rth«iMimd% who keep the Sabbath, &0f^, fM> 8uc)i 
pm9cifde«^.t^u9pe.? ; ^d aUeu^^we^mu^wnu^.lllic^w, of 



M^^ttiK^ #ith6ut i^ ifjglit stAte of 'ihJllilK<'"It-Ui lMft>itf He 
iSthhi^ 6f mitat^ ritid Mdse, und eamtt^, to thendigl^MlDftlie 
W%btier iiiatter« <^ th^ltiw. All their noiae ti-^ttt^Wa 
ilMEbdS^ lirftss or a tinUiiig cymbal r and-df iil^ tMr 
OtitWslnl p6jstp and punotaality of oelebraliMi,' I«4i3ft tile 
Mglr teoitiiiitod of Jehovah, that tinnenr'^lMeliet^^llNllle 
iKaxb^ (^ his Son,'' » diftregarded, he-wili fiay;'<( WlM^klh 

re<loir«d this at yoor faandd ? " - * "^ *«' -'»^<^ 

"'Tliis lead^ me to anodier ohBervatioa of a^getol^ lilk 
t(H« ; nakn^y, that arightprineiple^-^^ rigfMHStatO'xif^ 
pMition to^mords the Sabbath, and the endgof itt^kiMftb- 
tion, — will be the best regulator of the OMidaefc -fitt 'Ae 
dtitward observance of it* Where tMs, in any )|h}ii^ like 
dae measure, exists, there will be comparative little W 
casion for marking off, and defining witii jeatoin^jpl^idMiDfn) 
the limits of external duty. I ^1 it to be of thfi^^ifi^^ftli^ 
consequence, to aim, in the first instance, afthe rodlfidi^ 
of the inward principle ; as it will predude llio ^eMiefeii^ 
and save me the trouble, of many minute datliil^'^itMl itiit- 
breadth distinctions, and oases of conscienioe, laikd^'lfttbtai} 
questions of castdstry. It is, I apprehend, a fiei^iiMfo- 
Tonrable symptom of the state of a man's heart^^ when^he 
is prone to start these, and puzzled about their «€fttMnW^; 
when he is incessantly on the verge of that line ^hich 
separates what is spiritual from what is secular, and^iiall 
of questions and hesitations respecting the side of it^on 
which one action and another should be ' considered '-as 
lying; himself vadllating in casuistical doabt, atid pMi6ti- 
oal inoonsistency ; even when conscience decid^^ idlbtto 
of the spiritual, making it manifesl thafr bia hldidMidi^ » 
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,^t«i^W€k.p)au0ibl<i 99^49^ to re€mcUe.)us,G99|Sfi^af^m^ 

.Ids ;if9irii0iw mul iBt; times caamg^U itemui r^.fHNmpMTfopi^) 

,jm4 l|Alv^.tb>a disputed ground* This i«.fl.ptisffej|i^,ft^e 

,/rf jmilM};ill^i iiourse of conduct produced, % i^-KflWit 

.flPbftPPy 'tOitthe person's 8elf» yieldii^ wthw.nV^f^fHy 

,lriW»WjnQrii;e%ioua eujoyjneuti wthwt>» 4«rge ^bftV- 

back of self-dissatis&iction ; anid \% is. ap. le^ ^fy^4}f^«in 

j^p ^^EM^upon others* .Wheu.;th«priB€Jpletfui4 d^posi- 

4^ft4Utf-righ^.I danot.8«ythat np^questionsofperplex^ty 

iWSii^^^ ]Mrefii9ut themselves ; but they^TfiU be qompai^fi- 

SW^y f<tiT>. wd not'offcen of difficult decision. ... .,,». 

>>ij, '$bf)ig«m€»*i^ observation is appUcable,. to, other prepepts 

j^f ^jsipite ((Htu^xion. Thus, w>heu Paul ^ay^ " Be^^iiot 

(i%m&med'lK^ t^ world/Whe delivers a, n^Q«t,inipo0ant 

i<#n<lliceAti|\jun(:tien« But eYex^ me nvust. bei sensible, 

.i<tblA«iTfber€)rl)berei8^ disposition to be Jesuitical. in b^balf 

yitfsl^^iFUlidyiftllbousaiidquiestions.may be plausibly et vrt- 

ifi^l!f^PW^ipg'«> the:. precise bounding Imes by which; ;l^e 

iA^HIQiUti^w. should .be defined; questions, of whieh some 

^iWig^i present no. little difficulty in the. speculative sojiu- 

tit^ffh^ ti Blithe safest guide will be, having the heart under 

jt)^fhiE^bituaUy: predominaat influence of those pi*inciples 

, ^df auctions included in the counterpart: of the adnionir 

..lH>IWrr^^ bi|t be ye :transfo]:med by the renewing of your 

i^piind." Unwarrantabl|& conformity to thp wiQurld will be 

.,,n)QS^^9si]y.and satisfactorily prevented) by that new mind 

,ffjl)^Y\,,is ioi^Miited- by the renovating and.tffai^isfQimung 

iiSpiJ^it; of QoA* . The rectified dispc^ition will iiegulate^the 

. 4hpkih ^ilenoingilibe speicioos D^asonings Q£«aimiptiim, and 
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i# foUy «Ky i-^p^ in ttese terms— '< If thomaoiqi^ f^l^., 

ex]^^:e8si;>iif imply three things :— First, mH^n^ffffff^ i|. 
a^e.4^y; ^ndjy, a suitably impressifw f^ jte ffH%^ 
/K(r^j/^ ^d fplemniig/i 9jad, thirdly, a ppeper seQ9^,|(|f..jt)^ 
%7^ of i^,appnfpri^ employmepts. . .,,.,. m,-,!. ,, 
f...l>erejs, %8t, wred pleasure in the da^y, ,7p|||,,jj^ 
o}y,f^ ,CM»d exercises: — <> If thou call the ./Sf|b|»^,/ 

. T)iis,^(^arly fnclades more than mere app^V^^^fHi 
the oonv^ion of propriiety and daty ; for (jieii^ip^yfy^; 
be.i^fi^h conpctioii, where there \$ little or np ple|U9ffi^,f)f 
h4MM^ in^follpwiiigit out. Delight in th<q appiropri^^l^f)^, 
gageinept§ of the Lord's day. pre-fsupp^es, a..rei^{^|^, 
h^irt^t spirituality of affections a^ddesii^; Ipye^^ff^^tikn 
bl^e4 object of all worship; Ioyp .t9.Cl^r^!;t,^^,w^^)^ 
name, as well as to whom jointly with tjie, Father an^il^,, 
H(4y Spirit, the worship is o£Pered^ love to th^ ,i|pui4i, 
<< the excellent of the e^rth/' who eonie together 9^^lKi||j,. 
day to unite, with << ov^ heart, and one soul,", in^^e d^fjijeff,. 
and pleasures of demotion, and in, vommemorating thf» Wf^ 
of their great Lord, as the ground of their phonal hgp^^^ 
and t|ie bond of their sociaJL union. X.he " de%ht '' ^p^Ji 
be qonside^d as including pleasure in anticipa^op, plfi^ 
suq^ in t)^fi, serYice^ oif thei day thfrnselreS) and p)e9qf/if;9j 
in 8iih^3<jggiit jfeflfijtion. TTiis state, of hearj^ wiJl,4"BWf 
us to hail the return of the day as ^^ the best of all th« 



t«¥MV'^'Mcitbti^ It 'IkrUigs H^i^re tKd mincl, ty all itf 
«MfeW'^itii80etiilioiii'iUid' direct engagemenU, eventk kaii 
•mjeiNi'ttii Which it deBghts to dwell, and ibyites to exer- 
eUee ^)i%ich 'hare a richer and sweeter relish <lian my 
elinfil]r^i()eeti{Mition ; cheering the soul with holy joy, 'and 
dtrratingit to ihe olject of its'best affections, and the spring 
dP AM ')|Mf4st and most exquisite pleasures. If we thus 
''>kilUUiV the Sabbath a delight," instead of saying " What 
a'wWHneis' is itf our wearying will be^ it, not if it ; 
we shall long for its arrival, AOt for its departure ; we shall 
rijbicd' In Ills' rising, not in its setting sun ; we shall be 
*'glad''U%en it is s^d unto us, Let us g^ into the hoube 
of the Lord," — ^glad of the invitation to retire from the 
i^brld to ^bd, not of the necessity of returning fi^om Crod 
to the w<tfld ; when our thoughts have found rest in hea- 
vlaliy t&iBfy* will revert with reluctance to the cares and tur- 
mtiils of eaillu Instead of wishing the Sabbath cancelled, 
Mt only 'regret will be, that we cannot protract its holy 
eii{dyiiient8 ; and our cluef desire, that the redolence of its 
wWiAmB ndiiy diffuse itself over our whole course during the 
odij^days of the week« 

'^•^ There is, secondly, a suitable impression of the 
oMMfyf purity y and solemnity of the day and its engage- 
ntel&ts* — AH these are included in the epithetical phrase, 
*< i%e hofy cfihe Lordy The primary import of the term 
ket^ is; that the day is tei apart. It is set apart to the 
Lotd, and by his authority. It was He who orig^ally 
«< N<»«ed the Sabbath-day, and sanctified it" It is <^the 
Lol^ii day." It is called by him '< My Sabbath." He 
setrtbe briginal example of its rest ; and he has anthorite- 
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thus Mf,:««i]ffitifi«d,'':«etlapai1J'W GU>4 tet 
H€ft^Qi$pKrilyi i Tldii wite fiMebnil«d,;uAd0rihe-M#, #ith 

wtm fl t«erem#itial imrifyhif; and thig iv«|i<idlf<«f>(iHikii 
^keu^ wem< iMMoeptMe.- • T%iere was « tisul^r oleuigbgpf 
obumaii ' Hgentfi, wken < *they were to* <be • ^ettkfUfjBAj iaiiiAe 
SMae servioer'lniVfii thm caMey^\t^ivm*mihyi^\gak&aiti 
Dif wiuN)' WM sliil nitre Bssential, the iiniiral' ani 4B{iirilfil 
deMising of '^ tbe innev imiiJ- The Sabbalfltf m'k Mgr 
«daiyv beoanse it is sacred to ihe mrvwoiiiaminSaa^ 
holy 'Beingv " Jte pecoliitr exercises are pdrerlmd epiiliul: 
•-^'^ Ood is a Spirit; and: thej tint woitship Hiin^ anht 
worship 'Hiai in spirit and in tradk^' HefwhoiaUf, 
must be woivhipped <<tn the beauty etf^holiBeni/l^ ^SAb, 
considered in itself, is incapable of mtad dunoleiUfifrEUe 
-purity «f the day is the assooiated purity 'Of- Aha 'SkkkgiHo 
whom it is sacred, and of those wnmhip^nl ^wfaddnlDtf 
it to his senrioed — And in all that ai'<thns hdly^randrfsMt 
efiart to Grod, there is solemsnitif. The day is easoifialsd 
with ^die glorious and fearful name o£ the: ^Jbedcfadr 
Crod." The very phrase^ ^< k^y of the Lord^'^ demrapfsflt) 
die pious soul 1^ impreftion of saeredness a]ida»w0i*>vit 
associates with time the same -sentiment ef teneratieniflUt 
iaso repeatedly assodated with plaoe^^ when JeIi0¥ah<svft, 
'«< Put toff thy shoe from thy fbot^ for^e<|daa^ where ilhoD 
fliandeet lis holy ground/. AH that/fs assodated'* vdtfa 
iehtnnk> herrerws «f- the rerasenoe diat iatdae.iiihiat^lirf^ 
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i»blecMiH|eft]rM^r. itflww^iwrep* godly fbav.^JdMY^ 
fdfv|w#cBiibi«¥ev<b(>ld;tm Jighti mtiam^n tikal.wlufllkld 

d»t%rm^«f ti9blMti<»le«i9ageixien|& Th6'£«WNitli/«ml; 
faeidoiiB*ed^^^iaii(iifniM/'>-«-The I^ kaa putidUtuieium 
■imd^cteoutitiqmi duK day, by ^tke very fneilo(^«^t|iii|p it 
ttpprl^tuittb fl^BCMl maimer^ to his <Mni.w«!Qdu^'vfiiFe^ 
diimi^dnrffMiitkoiiotiV'i&om its €Xiiuiexii9ii,.wMt}£rttdbi(j'0 
f|iMl)wi^^ih«liimw)ortliy Gi!eatiires^ ftlt jfchis tm /vpe- CMight)! 
i.ifa'H^ 1m« hnwwimred the day, % sc p w atiBg it to tonsdf, 
^^iriiB ikhfi UghcM^ heneur Qp(» 1^ aUogm «ft«to 

^Dgi^tfUDlLili'Wioirslii^ ThfCcendfiseeBfiion i» hasyrandttit 
lBBafiiiite^'<^^<|iK^'*>f i^ iMu».^* And oim vie baraiabiglMBt, 
iibaa «di^ (^e^ire adnBttedsmlo his ipveaei^ei— nrhenr'we 
f)iHiereT^»4;o9iis sealh— ^when we draw ne^vjioithelSuNNie 
«tfdi& graB&aiidigliiary^ iiy. tile i^^snew and. liYiag'wayiwiiidi 
mitaXkiimmitnAai .for iw ?" We are on the faiglMBt ^m^ 
*ini||iB^ mand>e}evalaosvvhfia we are holding .ecnuniiaiisiii 
«tfllHitd>(tiitki't4i9'iiiifinite'<iod.«««-TI^ day, moreoFerris 
r^fehimooBEibte/^iiuismiich as it oomm^morates the g^onons 
bvonbs^ <vod^i This is. eifiecially true: of the Christiftti 
ifiabbothi asbeiHgthe commeMOMHtioBof the laost eem- 
vylei^VBd'briUiamt maiiifestation^f tihe divine honoinr |t4- 
-6ven>«€ that wori&whiehibroiii^t .^f glory to God lia tbe 
^l^g^MBV^**-*t4irhifihtUhutratos lani magnifies all his) per£M»- 
4tii n a ^ ii w hidLaalahe'objeot cf' angelic «onteoi^tioi^ ^tuid 
^iwandw^i-fv^dw.apnitoeiof angelic(ln8triiQtion,---^tbe\theo^ of 
tiBigelioipraiseL -We laeakon a day of. hnmaiv inatitutiaii 
jBBKfomOik, is nropoi«i«n aa>we aAladi thetiMitiamitoaf 



event 4rdbUiiMMttti*4ito^»iAMfeiMl>illU^ 

wHk'^toiMbbMlu Glw^ is ihtooMM yM> lMI'fl%,^lf 
l0ttenMti||hti^ 7«A^eMMm eeMMte^'M'^ 

]mU.^'sii4 Aft evMt, Ilk biii«(Si^^' tli#^<>iikk^W'dH^ 

toiryikMgBimKlfet'itnfaii. Wfctt^ day te W»*#t> JM^ la fe gilBiir 
MiAlffy^ i4iall b^ hUd in &one«nr, $f IMt thfil?' ^ftH^mSl 
WidgimMbie t<» aM^tibiil is ^M&asld p^tkckA'^ikemA^ 
mall tlM k illiMlrioni^^ m4Nr«a etife^^piM; ti^MSl 'flMtt;^ 
•ttipeii^N»iii ]^<yif^^, Teiier8ble< lA bdlfcMi^ m a ttMM b M 
mlvre^^^o feel VMt tlie nSlkims lid Im^ttl^^ ^<M(leMI^ Wf 

iM^fki^kmy itkh b^ liiele offftallD^yM HHA^^^M-^iH 

pvof<Mtownef«t4e€MMati'Mtk^^ Wfe ilugl Mt^ utawM I 
tO'sbri^e thedftfj-^iko syiii^iiliiy «#Mi tlMC) w >i ft^ >i»A iM 

The e^brttDon of M wiU 1101 ie dcrMlii^ al^ttl^tff MfiP 
ideaoiB Hiiith vg;' atf of k^aHlftft pri^eg« itttd-'plldiia^ 
M^di^#ful* de*ro«i<mib irffl^'be^^^'^I^iUeiH; itt*(MI!Wi|itf 
iM^ \jf^M fiiftely, ttbd i»liiiltf spirHbaP h^^Mtf. '> IN^ 
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^lj^if.^^|^/9^^«^ ^ spur^iiA . there indUc W: ft«de%btfUvIioh! 
inn9F>^$^^9^<^^4i>^TiBiid. thA.ptkw* S{iirikwilil]i(M 
^PH MW H Wf t if^ J^|i|b^^(9^|iflne^flirfl4«ei frfiipwyitility 
<l^:|9li94;^^ili(,ppiiri^^ willfgiveMNirVidJelUi 

ttw i jj f WfiiW W eitbw<af wli«t)(W|^ Ar(«£/wi|p«lioi^«a(it» 

ouiijy boweyer^ the field ig rarioiui and e^fiiMiwet^vmdf 
a^mppS^-mH It»>iiiw4i &r iheMki^re£ihe}deciledl|r«pttb- 
^RlU^Mii^'^iAit 4efae of :lh«}^i^fiid'db^r« we m^a^mittk^ 
i||^/fQAFhAdeQei¥iiig> themiieliMM vesptotioig^ilidbolMmnrft 
^miiC^^h^iSAbhflih^ ftitteriiii|p»dimase)ire8 ihat alld* w«U 

tPTiAMw^ w4i leiMrJug m40m what eughl^ta !«» dbiie^ 

44u4hf^i#9lgeKM«iiii«f flM»i.:bi|A> p«rsoidlfMd.fiitdMi 
tpipi|(l9P«i€m8 f^MlQfilawiltf l^et^8eUiiidi4 1,fiBeIf;tl ne^dM 

<#p f1 i(fl W ff | " i i f > )Wki>y,ftai»l iiiwiwnli<ws> ItwM^to^deit^ 
Ipitv^lll^fenDfiwa^ ^.(res«B« diiNfHMliv 
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dae'MMraiTMioe of the day, oogkti, in tke flM* inrttiiWMi/ »■ = 
WatUAded-t^^ and tha^ «r?8ry Aiiig BikNdd^<ttriitiiliiiW 
p(Miiiii1>l»i<W< avoided, that intMstw with'tthte'ifeoMMKy 
end. ■ Of 'An deiseiTptioii, sorely, are late-^iMie^"Md' 
latedoneBtio «tir and Iragde, ondie pr0<^9ding*^glflir1uii' 
long loimgfaig^in'bed,'and- eefigeqaent^'knrryaAdelfniMMiif 
want of to mp c m Qr& -of mind, haste 'and' dwtltaoiidii h^^' 
private and -tenilyderotionB, and eveiii the loeGaaionidiiw- 
gleet of tke-fimner altogether, on the SalhbathiitiAMbii^' 
Shun ikese iMi^. Let the tnnnoil (if tomMyil'llfliV 
must be) of the Saturday night be elosed'as darlyfar]^' 
sible. Rise betimes, and b^^ the day 'wilth Ck»d,^ |fMtf ' 
dosets, and around your femily aHars >^^41mii, kf tie 
reading of Ms w«ord, and prayer for yonrselves'aiil-y^ 
fellow-worshippers, yein may be ina fit'Stalto^^f'iitiHd*Ai^' 
going up to the sanetuary of 6odJ "J^ "I- 'n- vkI* m\ 
1. First, as to pubUe duties^-^1%e' Sabbat ttallaifiir 
to die house of the Lord. If yon do ««^oiimfitit'deligU^^ 
you will never, for any trivial reason, aibsent y oi a m ehieii' 
thraoe. It is a day, as has been repeatedly ob0eFVi«l|<# 
the public celebration of events the most deeply intevM*: 
ing to the church of God. His people come togethap fos: 
this parpose. They obeerve the* inslitations of ■ socM' 
religion ; commemorating the death and resutfreetiim, the' 
finished -woric, and glorious triumph, of > die Frinee of' 
life;r < On his death and resumction^.joiady^ <thelp hopss' 
depend;' and |»ke remembrance^ and celebration -^of boidi 
were united in the social worship of die 'primitive ^omIu 
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iHiit0daitf^^Kra|f«r.«ad miprplioatiHtti}.. witk .tbantegj^vdng (V*f-«f ^ 
d|ai3fi^MQe«redi!|he:lQ6saaa:^ divine insUuotioii^^pmitibe. 
94m»d Jwind^i-'Aad diey eontributad of thw AMiibstmce fi9ir 

SaM>fAttt80l£<a^4QUgliiv w^'imo^ aottliase /e^oiwwie«i:fi 
dfdiglbt^ iiih^.f9b«eiita'Uini»idf from^lhem oo;i«»ufficie»t 
grimixifh < i«KtfvliOi I titleiidsc , to tbAOii »with li«tlf sgndss, ; and 
lQ9iMiUithi$|t:Ckttne toft ebse^iiTQeBterheiTeyiaiiiutely, 
in$s^ilike\tmimer m which these ;T«rious ej^/wmm <Nigh(tto» 
bciKffilorpH^ woiJd.be tocUoni^taAd, «fter what ime been 

4Jb t^^t jmetaotiee^necoiidlyj tha domestic jdati#g of the 
de|r«rf-Tto^*ai?e.€;ect»io,6piriti^ :Aiactieo»wliicb.belemg 
t%(jh<«^0itrAjQ9MMiA^ parents sbmI meeterSr wluch on. 
this day are especially ii^Biiviheniti ;-n^I mean, aH diatJA 
oenqprelmiidil^fiiiiilhek'^picitHal' gupemtendeaoe, the^care 
aiffliN#tiUctifllii4<eif)ihos€t phused by dirioe pffoyidenoe under 
tlMiri^mlhorityw X am- awaret^thatthis-ahould^ in some 
g ^d rtsyi.'be- an; remwry^day )00cnpatieii^rrby example^ by 
i|ieidental venmrky by .oqeasienal admonition, by impioY-« 
ii^liMiiimtoroconsrenpeaiindtircttms^^ for impacting 
nidftd-knowiedgetitotthemind^-apd drawing the: heart to 
God- •(«Bnit>4»vLonl*ai.d«jr>*r^nd eBpecially {according 
tdJaaebUe Soottieh aa8tom.«,t kast)> the evening of the 
dafvi'ifl emioenidy'dippiroprittfce for this- important exercise. 
Iifet^ hasiitheon- so devoted^ an the exemplary prs«ti^ 
ofjfamilies where:God'»^name.jATe6orded<. > =. 






■flllblllid thfjifMniU^ oAqniiig,ta«to*«»«ip«fMit 

|Woqiiq#|c ^itwktimnmmmt of dBrJBti tniWM«yi»i|tt*i 

cHi,be^p(BOt» by tlMm> iwrho »y!» r|rtiifiwi Aintl|i^li|JI|Mi 
who kwFe.iuit ,«i^|Bg«»««|»iiiltikMw iririikv'dbUBiBk 

iil^mr%nA tyfh.iig4jhe>%Tfewn tbttVoil dfihoolmiAe^ 

and t«( Ihrpitbi a£i^ra ««««%« 

witk i«llMr4naro thMi ^bdiigh ^ ^elUmaii i^orMaiUk 

-^who ought to be engaged m doing good to oithef% » 



ipMniiofM&tii%^:tncaQn!^^ 
n»i:tt^«(ttoiided..)i3i9tpiii of -ISitedijNftMA^^IIiitoHf 

mwdiftf.afdf^aiid'^ira <aca>mit;^i» ii< f fcu i HiWidtefc- 
Ir tfuMMlfai,.^«limiiklied M iiM0ftttMi%ll»4ntM^ 
Kag-. liy tqiMlrie»>iddwiiDd»4b^i1iwrtt^ rtmfflWW^rlMfe 

mmmiithB isliiMnniif^'lMi^^ affMiM>-a%Mk 

'vaMfl% with mi^tted fartriwwl,' to-ftfe ' jfe ^ yihi g^^ iiita 

Hl^.4niid /dMtaevT'begtaaiii^iJiir Hie WtMld; ^Mom* 

|utaii%?w«.A» iw JiiMtt »f hlB *irtt^ >a< ife^ iri^ 
l ii W it«iii ; ML fl iihiwiii r iii j ^i»*^€yfi f f ^ «iyi i i€l » 
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tot not'Giristiaii fwrantB aflow^tlMiii to ilif^iuii froBtrdie 

(''d. Where tluMe paUk and donlefltie oo0i9aliQn»tdie 
attended t(^ ita a -riglrt frame of sj^irit, the p e rmm e i iMiki 
and exfereites'of' the day wffi not be neglecMUi^— QheR, 
perhaps, are the most mte^viHnJ teats efpifncipleut/niie 
▼efy pablieky of the serrkes^ of the sanotnary' leairea vnoti 
for the eatnoioe and 'operation of vai^oiu motrreaiiUF^ 
mingled and donhtfbl oharecter. The power - <if ' -gemHl 
custom, of i^^ard to ropntiltioiiif, and to the Wudiea •mHek- 
pedttitions of others, ttiay bring a nam to the lMnisf"of 
Ood, while there is little of eonseientioas pidlidiple) >aiid 
«till less of spintnal affeetion, in exeroise. niat^-whidfis 
pnbHc, therefore, is theleafet to be dependisd upou'itf »Ae 
indications of godliness. It iir one of those 'thiagi^'tif 
which the Neglect is a- decislye proof of ite abaeiibeir lAHe 
the obserranoe is no fcertain evidence Of its piiieeyuul 
Next to them, in tMs respect, stand 'thef diitielri«f MiAy 
worship and the forms of domestic instnic(doiir^<TAe 
privacy of these being greater, the^ proef 'hr* f tfOp MP 
tionaUy less eqnmical. But 0liil there is ' i ^ee tti *f>r1he 
inflnence of example, and of traditionary ^otttttMi/dM-of 
other considerations, which may prompt to a^prelky 0%- 
nlar, nay, even to a scrapolously cot^ect, o> b« ef< ^auitf of 
the duties, when there is no great moasni^ (if 'th»(i^rh 
and life of penionid piety. — The most ^trying q wietidltiS) 
what is a man when by himnelf ?«-^what are hni'^eaifloy- 
ihemis then Pi^the occnpaliotfs whidi he choosetS' "vriMtf bo 
eye is npoti him but that of the L»rd ^f thy^ fl bll t ai h ? 



^rrea^ Jjfediboed of piudty in the motive ^by which tthe 
M ko im lih jirtiiteA*rHt » jtey^. ia^ giRfaiity IftdHhoedV/fo]! the 
hteMiieiiig ^deeekfill,«bo▼e<dUb^tWi^!^AelH^;'ilM(4^^ 
]Bf»fiK» alort priTato religionc ekerciees^ €k possibility r of 
liiBctorb^f iA man may, for the sake of chlraeter^ potirt a 
Jty| K>cr k BoiL Dettremeiit, that he may get tiie oredit of 
adding cMoret to domestic and pablio devotioDSb Sb that 
Aftiq^esdoa here midst lie between oonso^noe aoad God. 
SBUtirfiersdBal duties of the day are, secret prayer ;-»-the 
priiratet reidiaiig of God's word, and ol such instructive 
.beobi'fifiiiiipaQioomposmi^ as tesd. to epea and impress 
at[|:>iM;haitiiid preo^ts, to edify the mmdi and improrve 
Ae^heaor^iand draw the affections heavenward ;H-medita- 
tioQ^oni the contents of the word, whether read or heard, 
BilA scib^ximination respecting their influence upon our 
dmww^erjand life ^-^^md other similar exercises, fw which 
tiuNl^ twho«i^ (sail the Sabbath a delight" will seek -In 
iltneil%<a» far aa caut possibly be accomplished, to find and 
ift|0^e«tii time. These, I repeat^ are the surest evidences 
(^ •a^irilwJity in the taates and tendemiies of the mind, 
^4«€;aliealthy state el souL Try yourselves by them. I 
fpnstiitt^idfiti, that, if we do ao tritti faithfnlness, we may all 
oftua Jnd Ao amaU amount <Nf negligence and of sin to be 
am^o^ledged and d^lored; much that has indicated a 
ead>defi0iency in ourspirxtual relish for spiritual things ; 
lytlldb .of precious sabbatical time that has been aUowed 
. caiNdessly 'to run to waste, or worse than unprofitably 
flfpMiiiered^-^Butl i»mUot'ent^iupoii; the ^ways in which 
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this mAy be done, williont uiticipating the topics of next 
discOone; in which we shall consider the profanations of 
the Sabbath, under the three particolam enumerated in the 
text — << not dotng thine own wa^fiy wurjhdmff tkine men 
pleasure, nor me^Uftff time man w^nUJ* ^ , 
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BISCOtJUSF/ 




Isaiah lyiii. Id, 14. 

** ijr thou shalt turn away thy foot from the Sahhath, from doing thy 
pleasure on my holy day, aud caU the Sabbath a delight, the holy of 
the Lord, honourable j and shalt honour him, not doing thine own 
Vjays, norfindxng thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: 
then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lords and I wiB cause thee to 
ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage 
of Jacob thy father : for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." 

Having, in last discourse, dwelt at large on the right 
principle of the Christian Sahhath, or the state of mind 
and heart necessary to the due celehration of the first day. 
of the week, — as well as on some of those spurious prin- 
ciples from which the ohservance of the day may he 
outwardly, hut not acceptahly, maintained ; — and having 
▼ery hriefly illustrated the puhlic, domestic, and personal 
duties, to which the return of the day invites, and which 
form its appropriate and obligatory engagements : — I now 
proceed to call the attention of my hearers to the modes 
in which the day may he profaned, — arranging my obser- 
vations under the three particulars specified in the text — 
doing our own ways-^finding our own pleasure-^speak- 
ing our own words. 
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Before eatermg on these, 8 reinaA w Pm^ aayti^ 
proper oh the phraseology of the passage. The ftmtiim^ 
pression in it, descHpthre of the conduct reqaiired #k til0 
Sabbath, is of a general nathre— << If thoB «rflftA»dii» M% 
feot from the Sabbath.** In order to a siniple fllndp«kali»« 
factory' explaiiatibn of thur somewteit 8il^;;iilap''fdntti«f 
speech, we ooght, I should suppose, to ooncerriB %f Wfmr* 
son as, daring the preceding days of the wc^k, ibHot^liif 
a particular conrse,*— -going fbrward iif the p^OM^etUion'of 
his worldly engagements, — and, when idie SaMMiHiD iiv 
rives,' te dtop^ing rk las ^mrmy-^-^-^Maiting'^frmi^^tik 
ordinary occupations, — ^not intruding oA- its -hadUtwi 
hours with the footstep of earthly and secular bhslnesis^ 
— but waiting till it be over,-— devotusg. it td* i|g smi 
proper employments and purposes,---*' restin|p the ^Sab- 
bath-day accordbig^ to tibe oommandment.^' i: • ; 1 1 i itit ■ 

The remaining phraseology of the thirteenlli' if&c^ 
proceeds, "Vfe any (NmirbiwncNl'to'^, nj^'^retyhtaatiiiiiBg 
aMmnption^ — the* asiAmiption ^f afnatonll eo&t fag fe tyf tak 
tweiettmanand €K»d:*--fop what iii^tl«e»'lMig(mg^$^U.(<j^ 
shfilt HOKdim ttiM, not doing Tiomfe cmisf i»liyg|fiiiiir 
finding rmwE owir pleasuj^e, n^r speiddAg'7inMi(obif 
woi^ds." When man was m kuio)eenee,tihttre-iMM'*|ii* 
feet nnisbn between hk- mitMt and ite mndi^-€M 
There was no contiwri^. Wis wa^ his wordli('> hi 
pleasure, weref all stfch as' to b^ ^'wdl-^omiptiHlfo 
Lord/' Tker^ wii» th^n no inclkiai^ii' on the pttMre^ite 
ereatufe, to^ ali«iate from th)# Greater idM lum^ or mf 
pflflrt of' t9ie time, whfeh had; byhis flWlhentyV'hecAB*dafr 
cated to his worship: — and^ ndkfle ^x& wvteBith^ iiay mt k 
sabbatically kept, as especially holy t» Hte tHuv oof ttflt 



<H«ap«lAmi) Q^ tbe4otanfewi»g^ /|i^ 4^8, Tfrece chiMr^terized 

il^r»j«£»d#]rt>ti(WL iB.hifl fuwmlar fimplopa^nlifii |:tvui there 
uifMW iat Jmi> fldigioiuL eai^ierciges,. His ft»c;ii)air, employ- 
qilMi.tmrftitlMA «U imbuecl vith.the. piM^ 9fP^> ^^ 
iKen)^iiii4«ed^ m>|die isQMirijt of diein, actA pf deiKiition : — 
lrfl^nKMk1lMl1r9 lu% t^^ 4usts rof devo|iaxi ace»„eyq:i. fiie best 
flilhfii^i de9pl|t (tinctured with the «pirUi. oCu^^iilarity and 
fitrtihWiiirtwirn Man's qmi ways^^^Jre jno^ ci9ntirary ,to the 
^iay»*i»f' Qod^t.iUs ow/i pleasum. tp,,£rQd{s..f}e||^mre; his 
omm ww^ t^ 6od!ft wcqrds. To..the, 8pi^toalY,i^d, the 
htiguag^oi the. text ifl^iiirthis j^itm,^ Lt^^^ajCepting and 
hBinUmg. He whe << knows .what< is. in jpomV J||(nows that 
^bfl^▼a|ll^dl0tpi^aflwres) andthe W9ii^9 w}fii^M^ ajipro- 
fffbMH; to jfche ^^aeUy season of haUowed xest, are not 
mfdoim^imk; not those whi«h he oaturally choosea or pre- 
He Ukes. rather the ways,.and pleaeures, and words, 
ir days of the week^nr-those things which* being 
M«fii^tli»eacth,;^artUlyr.ave in hairmony with the native 
dMiposirioim. and tend«iiacies of hj» he^rt If in the spirit- 
ual^ tocerdews of the Sabbath, he Jmus any tirue .eigjoyjoaent, 
h^ ewn it to that oiew nature wbieh is thfi,,work of the 
vsgenerating Spirit of God in the soul^ in^ipoducing new 
potiinipbMi of a^otion|•ll^w ojbjeetii of a^tiom and desire, 
aad new sources of gratiftoatioii. andi delight. What, is 
aMioaal' aad^ eeouhj? is his own;, what is spinitiyj a^d 
haavadlytia God's. . .. ,i ,. 

•WWieshaHiiOiit tatie qp.the.lb^ bripQh/98 jpfith^fi^vt^ as 
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(ni|ei»halle itek." f>Von|t«V«S(y^H(M4<^Siiii- 
Hied, anl j^vofeiiibii, iNi^iqix«Mioii#iinily iM^Mhcffecl^ 

f^l^ik \^h ihanyoW^tifeti^'cUM\(h!ikeii( 

It is not necessary for me to prove, tMtf'tbfi^j^lfhim 
?n l!Kdiiisd4WfeyrilL'''^§l9l^rf 't&k^ 
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JiOS^ini^mi^lmmfik^ mom (thejLmni's 

*nfRP$rf«HWiPW% »0 oft 4*6 .MoiMW')}«owbikI>iJBito, 
j{r]^^(j|Lyj^}^[ia|||r/f^,iliiiMi..k las ^beoi 

,i;hfy»niji^ymv ittiimfiioim ivi|hi^tfidi<tetiiolMaMBMi»iift- 

W%94U'{ yJ^4 a«flQf4iAgi(o|tbOipvuim9}esr0fi[llMi^ 

iffl#W<filirgw4tu4€Ur.,Tlhft criiai«flJi<y,W»y 

daring affiront put by the former than by t^ J|ff(i(^i.jVFI9P 

Ji^^iMm^'i^'f^mmhT-^^9f^^mm ^i^m^m^y .are, 

by an oath, brought mo]:9^4i§ti|»9l47:!N^'f^}^W^ ^^^^ 
w'^fWB?¥fMfWn iff %.)tfJKtfflnvfeJby^ ^# 9l»ft> 
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the liin^thy OM:'M'h*illi»tr<Mi«ftMrdMMi^«M^ 

bOt ttty 81MB) WW tMy OMIIflllMrf'BOr IBy'tMnHWrVWMf^iir 

withitt-tiy^ gttftM''-^Tktey i«^ gMrt in iperf^f4^tbd/lttl 

tlcijpelldflfaMe 6A cxtiNMuil ouiicsfMiises^ lliUift^ffifr ^^MfUMl^ 
b« Amud ii dkip<iiiti<m to pnsh-lhe l«#i whi«b-iM^<)iii«ii& 
d^^flCTTiUiecMi tQ m ctidMnMf <yf H|^id kitteFj^v^ttMioil le^M^lii^ 
iftfAA id^ hftetitioii of fSie lawgi^v^'; «6 #ci(bfif fipmiftiili, 
»ttd to ^d to th^re«(tfiiw«e&«8 tii^ ^^MltfofiriMM Mrf'eiii- 
itoiindnlents of ttieb^ tlttyeb€fia|^v^l0iij^>f(^*1(HtMh^ 
WU} nof go Ifl' #^4HQrpoMd ¥^tHotitt» ^d'-t>4yllMMtM)^ 
wken thej are mider the delmiVe filiify Of t|nircfci£y^|(|l|r 
What icr ouftv^rd and ^^iteanfrnM sBi ^e^Miyt^knH- fivuld tlie 
dtyine demmdfl npoA the hettH'Mid eoAsi^en^.' ' 'Thhif it 
iras with those oiitefftHttioffii rdig;kniM 'tt)h(yiig'W[t^''JO#8 
of our Lord's timM, Who ^ ^d tithe ^-Mi^ ahd ^llliytob^ 
imd efiitiiii,*'— •'wtA MOiA ptuietilidM e^jsMflltUdteF fmylftg 
over to the sflfiered treainiiy erety^lMfetiM'i^^ dk^'Ili^ 
feqaired, while they Hv^d itt the neglei^ and yioIMoil'tf 
its '< weightier mattei^,'* ^ judgihent, Itte^y, aafd «iM» iMe 
of God." They put Afineaninji^ oh thi) terms Of ahtfilii tt flfe, 
in relation to the Sabbath, Whielt wers beyond the lu tte mifa n 
of the Legislator ; astd they scmpled, &t affeeted ti^ sdm- 
ple, whete he not only Ic^ them at liberty,' hirt'eftMnMle 
that vMth, they scrufded at t&eh' duty. On thisr {Multi- 
ple it was, that they cavilled at the niil'acles ef «MI^ flk- 
fbrtnedby our LeM oKi 'fhe Sablwtb. ' ' WefeWiweHy^iwr 
the Hght in which hts conduct was placed, by himadf^ hi 
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lil^ibiid^owa by liun for our gwidancey-o-^^dlli^ d«i»s- 
jil($i VQidptoral widiority tiliaa.alFicird^d |^,t)Aa.^ception 
mildfiiui die Aaaemhiyfi C^t^oh^jun^ ^irb^d^^pC wark« of 
Jiafiniy m wcU as of neoesaity. For t^ pfwages fp.tliie his- 
ttffl(y.(0£ Chidst's life, iUucitratiye of thia poi|U^.I ii^ust refer 
4^»ili|bfaior discouno. The discussioia of tlnem cannot be 
^Mwned.-^Nor ia there need. The passagea comt^ their 
iftPB .iNMnmeatt' They ahow ua, thiM;.^ce. ia ^o deaecra- 
^11 Oif the saered day in the neceaaary care of the bxute 
fff«9tttioii9 whiek it would be a cnielty uttei^ly repugnant to 
Iba merciful genhia of ^he goapel to n^glept; and far less 
19^ ,thi9i performanoe of acta of kindneaa . tq f he diatreaaed of 
4m9 bumaa fiunilyy when they preaenit thei^aelyea to our 
yiityg aad require our aid* 

,, . The principle laid dowp by our Lf9fd» and acted upon 

.by liiipaelf.in that << example which bf hath. left ua, that 

Wi^'.ahoald foUow hia atepa," ia .obyioualy capable of legi- 

I^HM^ .ftpplication to a great yariety of caaea ; and it is, 

J^fk^ aame timey like almoat ey^ry o^bw, ai^iceptible of 

^uae» by auch as may be diapoaed to f^buae it» and to ex- 

-.(qnct £rom it a licence beyond ita acriptur^d and reasona- 

hh liBiita«-^For example : We b^^re m appropriate illus- 

^jution in the dutiea of the medical profeasion. These 

d^tieay on many occaaiona, inyolye in theiyi the plea both 

of Jieoeaaity and mercy. But there ia room for abuse. 

ij^be principle ought, of courae^ to be applied only 

.te 9i|ch paaea aa do abaolutely require immftdij^te or regu- 

JUmt atlggdamce. That phyaician would e^^qaed i|;s legiti- 

.m»^ lieanoe, and conatitote himaelf a timfgreseoir of the 
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mSSk '&'lM%ltt<*(i^>li$t(>^#<«l«»iMb/'M/(€W AinciMk Will;! 
to convert the Sabbath into a day of bn » iiJipi^Hy iiy ilp» 

itt^gU;^^ iMf bIHi ^ilUii^'(&tigeigmkftmi irhmUHroanitai) 
it^^D^'^ "t^ttJ^Mlfl^jiand*^^ the Mnissii^^l^ hitoadM 

atf(iei^ttte^'%-il'daydi€erihedi^i Mte^tlA dM^ on^«^ 

'^ThWe kaiM»/r'#Md'fMh«r^)bs«»^^>ip)r»«9i^ 
t(y^'^i!^itl^(lM'Mm>^«^«miiati((m|:^Mdili«(^l^^ 
tiAe^iA' tU^'t^^^t^'Mfim^iMrbflth^ 
sti^h'kctibiHi b^^'iftlde)l«lf '«(Mripi^^ 
sikioh ^ th« dii«i«Asf. ' Sii6}i>iiidr dTdrsMtfly tfitioti^ tmt lU' 
gt^^dU^^Whf hat h^My^ifa-feghvd^ iof the fffhmf^ vudisis 
tH@'%>^;^tvhi6,^4tf<tk^'%«ilipk^;'ift>*pm)»^ oftifl^Fb 

r^^uit^'ftinctkiliiiir/' p^»ferilied'^Morti^^mrth«tfg^'t[<ioaiia 
ciMmakikt^Sy "WbiM ii^e'b^^' a'{ii<oiM]lla1tod «f.lte^8db»«^ 
b^, 'fm yet' ili^^i«''bblA^etiit^;'llffMHi>idb^dai>1l& 
thitigr ^M^^hrtldni; MA i^gM td«Ii biid^dffioldbflvivi^ 
as^i^ "^tli^tif «^ fM>A^^ ikybi^tttbbe of •th»ipiilll0»'bi#oi 
naii^ cff 'New T^8tl«lBi«ttt! ^t^Mfillc^/ <tflieie, titnii»[<iMMv 
ar6' W i^w'anAsb liiteipl^, is, ifr ihiir i^^gp^ct^iihii-^SyMMrb 
sidMt <it'eM)^vamfa With th^^rlteii' «f tli^'*jrii«i«rit loenfM^ 
nAMialV^bertr^tlD/ait ffulWthey/^ llie'jilin^HtiiMlrolml* 

iBtlk)^''1i^%^^Mdfl^,iidt Of dR tih^tilttltiJplMit^dMtfiT 

'*n{.;inbjUj ii£ »i*.M»^ vj :- #i»i- .j,/jr) 'Hit uo'>vAj'id eJjsJiftiM: 



tbftrpMdMlliii«M>pM9ieoto ;i[^U^<^fl. 

ablH ton efmiwii iiftp«wlivei4»^f.< I J^hhmffWtW^ 

iiesitate between die two sides of such aa altematiye. 



would be lmvor<iyo#«Bfi*iini 9afMB*h&talDmgMmmBi 
alMiilkML ynffw of lih* fnonple-MiiMraed lqi«o-rhi§kB 
itacUori. Birtietnotthetewii'iifcmilWmilM|tfijiti 
JbaMos of the enctitjr of tii»diiyft««*I tntf^vwUkmmmlAat 
ePa <«godly jbalowf /' — I wish tob^induateocUiiiiMl^ 
tog the^AUowttaeeto caaes of leal — ■>— -^ r tTtt rmaff«)itlnt 
i% Miidf orenot only ox^^nded Ihub the' atfaiimonlioitAe 
benefte* l>y aay means abeady exialuig/^-4Mrtf 'fttf wUtii, 
eren-by tlie ingenuity and 4iM:gmerorily>io£ri€ttui!Mai 
benevHdenoe, no crtlier means ca«' be flmvidedJiiiitfiiaiia 
wadk caieii that ive gvant it ie be a-diity.;t'iAad<<¥dnBjdie 
diity 18 doBO) the- Mane pfineiple leqaorea thai ii-te'dflDi^ 
drai^y with a feligiooe Tiew, as an etMOtial atap^tow^nif 
the attainmem of that load ef kaawkdge whiakiit/oiigb 
ever to be regarded ae the eiceloiive pronntoMf Sabhatt 
fleheeifl to impart. k •< th-itr ^« 

With regard, indeed, to eatoB <of ■ eseefitMia tx m n iikft 
general law, it may be abferned, tHiiiMrtatty,,4hHlflb^ 
dungs, respecting whidi it is gnarted ^t thrtj^ninjiliiiHi 
nstentiy done, enght to be done inr atii liltlofftmaiiandraltt 
at little labour, as possible. All laiawrwinsai^n ii ii iMiiidiJUH 
of tlie one or of the other,-— «Tery< lUbg bifyifnd 'thn^hfflh 
faite exigencies of the case,— •mast be vegandedl aat-aiLJa- 
fraction of the law. ■-:< inii' 

With such exceptions, then, founded an the fegiianafee 
applicaticm ofthe principle so «A;en adfviertedrtOv&i/'«nrt% 
hunnesa is, by the law of the Sabbath, prohibitecL Ikere 
is to be no << buying and selling, and geibliag gain." .• /Ite 
p«?8uits^ of earth are to be suspendedL Thojiajr ia>ta>be 
eaofed to GM. He who says^XiSiX'dayBsfanhiiidMMli ia- 
hour and dovfdl tiiy^iroiicV«^..giripg'nutfaii laqgeipni^eirr 



»aHf»da •ewtor ^wtiMiMiij lifity^ . yith (the tiiiia (jMrtkAitejs, 

kiitdiiiMy ^dflpwdn^ df the ^Mnrmoas Mui/iofliltotfiFQiif 
«ibl8lsiite»o£icll<.lni^ cBeatdrasf^^lmt ?fnr ^mr.'osvtkfiiycea 
^SBw Sdbbadk "WW made fiMr aate}*" and, wha^atreih^fni- 
iaiilycdiniaytliiiikof ift^ iJmm <m thenaMi izifiilaal«diias^ 
angvat^al te^oital. of <tte dmstt-goodnaasin itbe-iparinwi 
aitmiirii/p i 'ai Ai t u tHiB.' yf tiiediBiy) tarOlhereiidaitliaiB. timie 
fia^twkldi i* #M meiictfn%:]aB«itiitcd^.--]ii semdarioiii^il^ 
wlmii>^4ifnf6ag ^i* to the compspatiiPflly worthlesa intafeate 
4Em*miMf af witteh << tMe iiiUon" «o i9ukkly/<^pMa8a 
iaadjU""- Mailntwief, alaa^l 4faeie< ai% who hwreiioor idoaa 
isi^fotiAt and loss/' except in regard to t)b[e>poBseBaaaile 
flU^Hudfoiaentsof thkfMmhaagHrpe^ Ssdi clmraMterd 
MJanwiTly frat at Ihe eomniBd #hicht enjoina tiieiit 4o 
4aria(£raiii thoae patmitB on which thak^iieaFta aiieaAt. 
Qliay «oi]ak the day laat, unHMa 'Sometiiing be done^ vpon 
kbiiat'^ angmeHlataaa ctf ^heirlMvlUy gama^ They say, 
44WHMit)W9ll ^le Sabbath be* gone) thai we nay aell com, 
aiidiiaetlMlih wheat?" «ad they, afond^ seme a part«id 
aome the whole of the aacred day, in bnilgiiig> np 4he 
caraava af bwineaa lor |he paat iraeh, ot in niahiii^)>re- 
jj^Untion for the week to omne. ' ' 

' t Of the op$n pro^nnttioa of the Sabbath by the trans- 
dbticma- of wovldly bnannai; tfabre ii kas, perhapa,- in 
iflooiknd than kt aity nthor oonntry. There ia leaa tdan 
i^ Bngtadr; leaain BogkiBKLthaii'in Jtelandii aBd!leaa>Hi 
iMhpnd Aon aaiiinany parta-of >tto^€Mii itie*rt >of 'ik agpe. 



tii8#JialKi|«il,iMiiikvt|i^ jtiift Mi d>9m49rlthcbfa^c^ th 
lOBK^is^ fiiiidely ;kbUeB arnittownijRg MvMfe^ Imlif^f^ 
rmMMmiMesmaflo^ flufe tot .tkm w»Be|f i8fjMtotli.fcpa#CT 
SMMU" .iieitkiiowibiiWfilli (ke ifwit^O^^-^^ *il^i^ifM9l 
Hi^^H iiiiiteM<|GMifcy0li(lii4jQi^ ferrbpi^ 

eitoiigh .that fyoiiilabiitoki i^r09iMtittflj,aQ4^)pilfil^cM4f^<«f 
liiOTiieciiktc^iitfaiiAQrf^-jFtilii ^m^^mn^e^h^^ wk»mim 
gMoi tliBtinHir](d>jyottr )4]i«jMf b^ 

loTe^«)^oia^jheairipfiim;gQJ^ «*^ *Wi^y<9(*u«»flff •'4o'5Jui 
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4llpWi>)^irih^ 4Rid/nip«rattfti«ii|«ril9 

f9^k«i^t|(«l^d'4ifk»od«,^^^ aoMata* »lipAthJiJ»T 

lOMgii^ifeRe D^d^M Aw «i« ^UimgrvestiaiiKfe. BMmf 
^Ji$rite«nM$d^li|i'<[$iA*e<yfy totf4)e^fth«idbed,'Mteicbithe'ilM«pii 

ilPWto ^I^^Wtttrfbe fi-itn'lwtityiaiiA Momfomii^.woll^d 
^oi^il(%H(regat!ia>t|i^m^^ bdiMBer efrtthdi 

tfte^ldfU 'iii««mkMili,' aMbttgh^^ rflobokditiate roiif , lioE^fdie 
itflrfitfi«l&if ef ^€f'l$kbba^'«M; <hi| biuCOiiitareatln'iiiiiiiri^ 
«il^^^«i^d8€) 'fr«m't)^^-)tib^^ ^ 4lLeliaTi(y of «ianlt 'Efanli 

prohibits work, there are limitations aiid'<^ioeptii«ibiiB 
i%f^'kii%Alk. tlf ii^^^mt^, Mitfrati^biiU^ tOMcondiAie, 
asm Ik^ «^ii^ Uf ^ek }iti(2t&t^M»'Aiid>%«^)^<»i» isua^iplf* 
tifibl«^i^l»«dildtt^tfttii)ri^ 



k;fi«B» a»pit» iato wUdlidtffluif katra* Mom a» >tib^iA|k*> 
hlh><by r*^^<Mi what yimciptos MKit y t oa i Wy b» imayiiiii 
iiai»«£BU to avaii aaBnAitmoi^be aid;D£.UMi fta j m^ t A qi rV 
£hi ttffediag a pinyose of kianlnaBt, lo ona aCiMw £^iir 
men? — 1£, again, it be no Yidationofthe piiriykitiHr]|^fM 
Q&p^' to do< onroelTea tha maniaL work tlwttii»iywoiiitfyto. 
the obtenranee o£ the public ordinaaAM.«(f (Bodls nawrtpmyt 
hmr can* it be eoastrued into^a breachf o£ th^ti j^9m§gMfi 
empLoff when neoeiBafy^ our hersea, ob /athegt a?jHinffcli> ite 
oeareying us to the sangtuary, in erdcur ibo.«yiiiy J^OIWg 
Ub aaered ordinances ? The prohibiition>to uaei them/f^p 
waric^" manifestly relates to. the seoatar biisiiifiBa(fwi,/tf,4iM^ 
week. It is £rom these that both man a^A .bid«ii4t,-firft# 
rsBt^— 4ind the interdietion is perfectly ^Qfiai^te^.^ik 
the easy, unBcitigakig, aniii^aruNis use q£; th«ijn^r.l9j|,.rpfiiy' 
poseS' conaeGted with the great mar^l ;aad-rejUigioiiS(^9nAi 
o€ the day. n •. . .; .j;j.,tt h 

The same general prineipUs sliQuldi aregnJblto, qm^i^egn^ 

daetaatooiir <<man-seryant andou]^maMirsancai|tY'j.,XiNV 
aiw net to be required to. do the oi^dinaryworki^lfifviiiehp 
days; nor is any labour to be exacted of ;tb^^li^ hfiy»w4 
what is iadispensaUe :— -in order that they aaay hane, |iA.i» 
their power to spend the day agreeably to its.^itwsug^fa^tMi: 
designs. It is one of Jehorah's express stipulajbioaMj Q^pvl^ 
Y. 14, ^^that thy man-servant and thy maid^servaAtiJA^ 
rest as well as thou."..^The occupations o$ tJvo,£eld..a9 
to he suspended. The workshop is to be iclosed^ ^Xho 
WMvrk ^ the household is, as £ftr aa possiUk^itQ be antM- 
pated.aad put over on the preceding da)r^;S^<aa to laaK# 
nothing to W done but Y^iat is 9hftvi^9^l^ mw^^M^nr 



310. 

Qf«d0i4eMfeei^ m-Mv^m odiee mMklmni oi^eibdUMboiti^ 
oii^<tlte) mttulir of* spviteflLbsnefil^ of jmveiit: iliB'i4ldi«» 

ti]|lilMi-t4iMniiifi^ L Ibaiv t tow iiaiiBattwryef <tiw»t 

aHMNMMi^ andM ^r^tJof-^^xpym antb paaiibfv«(8%iiiBt]m^ 
tiliikfityMdoil «|:4e«»t<odNfli# Shmds^F^i^inU bercgolarl^or 
c Nft iifli ttfltfLy^qwttt iii the comntifigHlioiu^ or in doiqg dbe 
l#4ii^ 'o^'tini' c4i]al&g*40nse '»t hone. • Ohl itheBB m 
mAk^iaag iteaapfefuMtf featful in the* idevof oamfeUiMw 
oi4MiC»d xMU^ihg'i al»oontr»e<ridth aaoi^eDpfBllinr-itreattaRB^ 
«i^lfte«l! tiw'lttVFffftf tWJ&Cost High I • It is badtto yiM 
t0iiai)piatam'Wb«ii it come* » the mif^^^AaA ^vshd^aie 
itoittKMlf ^rf' tfie^viaai irho ' vntkes tntnsgiisfldaHiia. master 
o£ deliberate contemplatiaiiy and stipulates for itaft»m0- 
qms^nMiiV^^UK^hBtt^Bbm^Kod oDntnwts! AUownae, aflfec- 
lliit^tcjly^aad^wwiestiy^^to wa«L aodb joongweB astwnk 
tihta^vAait^thek' iMitidiict by GkifisttaDi prinoipleB,; to W 
"kSHMyft giving traytt^'aiiy uKiportiHiit3r^ or toan^r indaoe- 
ittoMy 'ho^eret tcflbptiMg^ l» guck unliiillflnred) aiid;heamtip- 
*i tf y itu gt ^figageHiemiJ • Let them be innir Let tiMnaajr, 
#Wj(^ ttttAMlB,; btttr wMt uJNihriiildlig and: .priaaqiled 
tbMjbKy ** W^mLgkt iw obey CM nMtfaer thin men;' 
Vhey' Dtoy, ilB fttt>Mld^iee, be^ eallad to ■aeriAoe^ fer 
iMtteraaee to* thciir frku&pkti^fB^ desiirable^sitastioH^-r^ 
MMblei I HMMf -in. av &< ae tm&fmfiluajoktintmt.wd 
iHttifMsMMtf-ain^tem^^ oomplyhiig 



m 

Let them not yield. A good, qonsjoi^p^ ja mcti^^ yBli|^le 
tKan a good 1)|iertii :— ;4iiid if ,^u 'prefer ]the.latt^,.|»f)b|^ 
ipnper, «nd disobey GU>(i for the sake o^ a^iy eart]U|;.gKin^ 
— ;iio,^ pan yoa ^ver look up to Him with oos^den^ 
'Sanctified trials are incomparably preferable. .1^ ^i^rfgfi 
ilessines.-r-By yielding, moreover, when the. Jljmig^ 
quired is known to be against yoor princj[plefi|,,.yoif\,]ifrfU 
incur secret contempt: — while you giiin th^ .^|M<t)^jfif 
the lips, you will lose the esteem of the hef^;t. ,i}^,jG|9^|if«d, 
that, eFen as to this world, upright i^nd steady, qopsffftopicf 
\^ prove ultimate advantage. The Ye](y^m^,whfi^,}iff 
^s cajoling, tries to ensnare you, will, iA,9pif9,iof J^ 
secretly admire, even while he frets fwqid i^WQSy ,|afl4 
alFects to treat your silly scruples, and ni^rsei^ pjrj^udfn^ 
wkh derision. He may decline emplpyipg yoi^^.'tjhfif 
when he sees you resolute in middng \h^ saqrijjipe |t9.i^: 
science, ^stead of his confidence in .you l^fiog^jp^f^f^ 
he will only feel his disappointmei^t ^jl^ pi9rej^.t^l^^lie 
must forego the services of a youfl^ of^^pr^cipl^..,f^r|ff(Q 
are not wanting recorded instuices, ui.whi^lipr^pi'l^egiiS^ 
by most unanticipated turns. of afiairs, has op^oi^ vj|i|^^ 
prospected and provided better sitiiatiojjis^ fqjp J.f\^ti^ y^ 
hfive thus maintained 0ieir integrity by tf^e &{f^T|fi)^,/^ 
their interest, — giving a present imd practical CQimnf^ff|«||^ 
on the promise, << Him that honoureth me.. I will; hpi^^qffi^' 
It would be wrong to flatter you with th,e .assui^ce».ijp 
all cas€»s.,of such interference :—rbut,.^h^tever, be t^{^ v^^ 
mef(iaj»f issue, He will ultimately smiJk .upp|i^yo^^,fpM5', 
|enyjn^ fidejity, and will "mak^ d^VW88[^,UgMfWftffi 
you^ apdj^ojook^^^^ straight,; VSrt J iW^$^JIlWf^^^ 



""«;''« Nfi** yMmrH^'^%^s PLEAS vp.'—^' I 

JU^K'^tibb^Mth the'dJSmimdsand exercises'ot uoas aoly 

OT r V iW tt pleiunre m its appfopnate engagements : — ^Imt 
die W^jpestf (In suggests, as a just ground fit 4iynke com- 
pliihit|^ili4bl't^'at^'natiuiin prbne^ and tliat in a mourn- 
ral^dSj^^ee, ' Vo seiSk' oiir pleiEisure froiii otner souro^s. 
•^^^THfiSfe'alre i6m^, wto <^ftnd tteir'own pteasui^^'^^n ttie 
«^'6r'IGK'lW-i^riiIo^gfea ^sle^p ini'^oieiir re^^^ 
9^^^aot/^")b'f>ed; they 1611 at t^'e &^ije'; they W^^ 
tfWay ''llh^Hime iii listless and '^wsy ^ idleUess. ' And 
Mldi'^iiilMs Si^ sometimes aitenipt to cover their con- 
jMM'IfiUJliil tlli^^ censure Trhi^h it merits, by a pitijfm and 
tJrtferffe'jesi^'ti^bn the purpdse (tf'the'Aay. '''^'It'is a daj 
dF Ve^,'^iftby' Remind 'ybu--.putting on 'as Wen a look as 
i(ga^'W»^aIlb#— << knd they chbbsi; to k'eep it lit^^^y'^: 
::iLt*g^'dy«(^ WrJftUiri title to ifin'd fadt 

^Uroktheliii^' "SJAie'bf them,' it is very possible, may even 
l^W4lia^''Ui^' btiotis, khd ^^rbf^s to be thankful for'a 
afjf'ilf ^i^;*as'tiri ex^diiigly gbod and necessary thii^. 
mUj idiHUiigh' such persons <lb not work,' aind thus liegaf 
tlv&f^\i4^ the commalhdnienlC^ they ariei only, after idl, 
ilfllS&jj^4;&)sir own way ' of ' *'* finicttng " tfeeif own pleasure. 
7lftli'Vi»h^violir makes It 'abundantly manifeist, that 4ey 
itfe^HiMbi* Btrangeird' to'tlie 'i^lrituai ehjpymeii^^ w&ifsh 
m a^,']ii Its Veeklf i^eturn, bnng^ roimd to'^theff^ 
dl*'«i<««'1rhb' '*can the'Sktoath a delight ;**l::!ihii;'&ey 
Iffle^'nWWiig/ ifthfef of the^ rest of the soulm tfie^i^oA 
<»P>etiriit;'\A- W'tiie bett^g ahttcipatio^* of 't^a^ e^^^^ 
lasting rest, into which Hb'^ft6'md^1iii^^<»4cte;;g(r 



Mieredi mA ifhkk all kit fiiidrfiilld^iHi#etoijHe^ sQdoei- 
iAviky t}& shaore. Tke sabbvtiflm ^f •keMini' ndfl^ikidMl, 
ken tidBi\ bat not oiMiof mdoleBt inponir-*-*^ - to t hi ^ p p 
^fiMu;tiTilj; not it ■ drowv^ oe wa lMm of aft* the- ■oofpioMll 
andmenteleaefgies, of «U tlie pMWNurraild'aeiiHiiililids 
of %he 'eGNd^^*-iiot a mere lirnirimiii i|iiirf oniMi xtf Ike 
qiirit amidst the ewe^neaa -of heavenfy UandiabiMMbi. 
'^His eerr«nt8 shall aerve Hia-'--Bhail >< aenie hinfc dfc|r 
and night in hk temp W ^ i ,. r> .ii 

There aite many who feel no 8€viq>le at apendingptbe 
day, ocoasionally and even frequently, in jannrili^.iaiwl 
trsreUiBg; '* finding their own pleaaure" ia-iSftirwayir*- 
There is a threefold evil in the pvacticew TheyiaiqMad 
the day themsehrea :— as far aa their iniaanfe'^(«Mp,Aaf 
preveift others from spending it as they-otilghl^ make itan 
partakers in their own delinquency,' and oootribiite to Ae 
ignorance, and carelessness, and min of a daaa €f »ln 
whom tiie«yBtem of Sunday tvavelling asd jautingtida- 
prives, from week to week, of all opportanildeiivQf*qpiii|- 
oal instaniction and benefit:*-«and they hinder thiir 49^1^ 
<xr ike cattle of others (than which ^po there igrhaiittf^ 
description ^creatures that need it m(Hw);firoib-ea^03^ 
the advantage of this kind and mtercifiil sppaintnuMkj.itii* 

There is a travdiUng in the -way of huaineaSy'iriuA is 
also lamentably prevalent. I have myidf maay a'-tine 
been shocked, to hear men, with so mash light-heaelsd 
self-eomplaeency, talk of 'their so planning thair anaiigf- 
ments, in different places, when on their basinesataan) 
as to mve a da^^ by getting on so maay stagea.^a^the 
Sunday. As that is a day when no hmaaesS'Gaa.baidoBe, 
they coatciTe to get.their traoaaetMas^^nheoDe they^hajptpsn 
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to her paAeA^tfntni^h Milte SKtiitodatr* t« tluut ik^Jmj 
teiiirth^ idle day fbn getting 'fcrwal^, aad being ^tU.'^in 
vpadifaeis to oonuneiiw Bottre^opemtioiis,' m tkeir .najtt 
iMaxyv^'Oii tlM lyfondaj moiT^^ Tfais k what Idbey 
MiMngiy ddi- eeonoBUziiig tiltie ; and they plume thrad- 
«ttviM, amongst their fellow-trav^ers^ on th^ ingenuity 
dtaArrnleifftaafl^ id the practice of this economy. f8o 
jdhiiAJ^lAy vnd'M'uncereitlonionsly^ is the authority of 
the'Crod of Heaven left out of their reokonitag, Tliisy sare 
tliajftfltUdie^ sole' end f<Mr which they live being (lis it 
flbould'seeaBi) the socoessAil prosecution ' of their seoohir 
interestB,-*MAie << buying and selling and getting gain;" 
4ftBB4rton]y>ridlicitucfo» how they may get <m in the wo^ld ; 
M# quiddy twl how hirgely they can amass Hs wisaldi ; 
iti tol iftrtane''ihey oitn realise before they die. All time 
ftey rifgiirdr as saved, which they can by any meaaaus t^- 
itor Mbsmfvient to these* ends. Instead ef considmn^ 
^m^i)8B ^fmiM^ whto they can contrive to redeem -any 
pthi^n'of 'iftffirom -secalar, and apply h to spiritual pur- 
^l i i M»*tWy ^ftet over 'every moment as lost, which they 
^csttaoti directly employ in bettering their circumstances ; 
jNB<vidne being estimated solely by its relation to this para- 
mount and worthy object of living. 
- riltriasy be permitted to observe here, that the system 
pndvalent throughout the south of our island, of running 
•flltago*«oaehes.en the SMbbath as on other days, and of 
piibiiiily' avowing and countenancing other modes of tra- 
-trailing on thilt day, is the occasion of its desecration there 
lb sm incaleidabieamount ) — an. amount, not to be estimated 
bjpldie maie^nunbctr of Sunday traveUers^ but by a great 
'^Mpjaiy* dir«ot-ted tadireefe, of collateral' circamstaiwes : 
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and of these not the leagt is the j|;|enenil mpiesgifflj^ of m- 
cahrity procKiced npbn tlie public mind. 1%]/^ ig djjSYi 
impoiiiait. It is comparatiyely an easy watter, to Mgf - 
tain, hj a process of calculation, the amount oiP biumeii 
carried on, and the number of hands actnaily gni]^|Qy^i 
— ^bnt the secularizing influence of the whole system 
the minds of the people, the worldly associations \m_^ 
produces, its tendency to obliterate the distinction DMBtirMi 
the Lord's day and the other days of the weel^ aire soi 
of moral and practical evil, of which the results up 
irbm being so easily estimated* I rejoice in pifi ocni; 
tinned freedom of Scotland from the pernictoliiis sp- 
teiti of Sunday travelling, whether on land ' cnr Jm 
water, — and in the steady resolution ff T^^'X^^jn^-lPi 
magistrates, and Christians generally^ to prerent^te^it^- 
trodnetion ; and I trust, it will be many a day UfiMltt 
decencies of a Scottish Sabbath, however mudh^^ 
many may be to sneer at them for t)ieir puriteiiiBaLi 
saon, and to fret at them for their mereairtlle itum^UAf 
enoe, shall in this respect be violated.*— Th^ dciD*"'^*^^^^' 





'i :^\ 



* On the subject of Sunday travelling, the teader myfn\ ^_ 
with the fbllovdng graphic sketch of its rise and profrtiak, m'ImK 
the amount of secularity and annoyance produced by If In tbv^ifan m 
Bishop Horsley; and since that recent date, no one wifi tuki'SSt 
amount to have diminished. ^ 

** It appears from what has been said,*' sayis the Blshbi^' '^ ^Ut 
the practice which has become so common in this eoitntry, UBdiw aU 
ranlcAof men, of making long journeys on the Sabbatli wlt^iobt' ' 
urgent necessity, is one of the highest breaches of this holy Inctliii 
It breaks in upon the principal business of the day, laylnij; mtfl ill 
a necessity, and furnishing others with a pretencM^ fer'wffliii fe '8ni| 
Arom the paUib assemblies : and it defeats the ordShaae^ In^'its 'amS 
dinate ends, depriving servants and eattio of that tempar>«r^ winmMi 
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I hxirh alveady es^erifnced too many nnolflnclioiy fni- 
its. I am not one of those who ffirget the 
a^imition of Solomon — << Say not thou of the former 
dayiy they were better than these; for thou dost not 
inqmiW wisely concerning this." I am conscioiMi of no 
icy to croak over multiplying eyils, so as to over^ 

or to imderrf^te the progress of good; to load heavily 
the sauiB of woes, and omit to pnt in the counterpoise of 
BiysiMS; to turn my back to the lights and gaae, in 
bropoiog snllenness, upon the gloom. But, in the present 
oaac^ wl^jteyer may have been the causes (we cannot now 

•K-fh •■■•■■■ 

ftvai filligi|% wbioh it was intended Iwth iln^uld «!\juy* Hiis, |ikc 
utttr evUai.b!ith ariaen from amall besinnings ; and by an unperceivadi 
MHliM^ nataral and a gradual growth* bath attained at lait an ahrm- 
iagiMfhl^ 'iftnmut of tlie higher ranki, wlwthir tnm tk eariaiti 
ijHyf,f^|gi<MiiiS great, by aanmiDg a priVikgia of doing what ma 
gapfVSlly Airbidden, or for the convenienee of travelling when the rga^i 
iKM iM'ttioet empty, began within onr own memory to make tbdr 
JiilMI^4tttt Sonday. In a commerdal coontry, the great fortimes 
^WW^ iW SWiifrtid by trade haTe a natural tendeney to level «11 dla^ 
M bv^ wlMt Jirise from afflnenee. Wealth aun^Un the plaoa of 
'i birth retains only the privil^^ of setting the first example. 
na akj pi^^peBtly eatohee the manners of the oonrt; and the vieeaof 
tM VUMwrn. peer are fatthfolly copied in the life of th^ opulent mer- 
aiwbt ^VK^'i^^ thi'iving tradesman. Accordingly, in a few year^ tht 
Sumy.b^ei^ne the travelling day of all who travel in their own 
earri^gei. But why should the humbler citizen, whose scantier mcaos 
dblLn him to ojMumit his person to the crammed stage-eoachi more than 
ma ii«Jthier ndghbour, be esqiosed to the hai'dship of travelling on. the 
wwl^f 4syii^ when the multitude of heavy carts and waggons, mov- 
ink'lB apd fro in all directions, renders the roads unpleasant and unsafe 
to jul.earriagee of a slighter fabric ; especially, when the only real in* 
fiayMnlfpQnt the danger of such obstructions, is infinltdy inersaaed to 
hfiiLlv t^ gripater difficulty with which the vehicle in which he mskns 
hia*|^»GO|pibrtable Journey isrostes out of the way, in deap and miijr 
io avoid the &tal Jostle ? The force of these principlea was soon 
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}i^X' W^'S^f^ i;.- T)M>y),6ad tliQmitxKii itatmuM cblfe 
S^flH'l^A.r" ^'^♦W wd.dwkJ«g.'iiii4OTdHqr««^ 

Crod has spread for sinners in ■ t^t gfifpAttHh^hmbmo 

■evenSf V^u^ traTdled on tj^e Snndaya. 7^9 wttfoner woo joff t 
^WtHOA U^il^kadT !• it^ f^ for htm' i^ for the ii^at^lj^AUL 

f)«f^;, anfilt^ ^^W^iflr tqiiMlln\||oi^^re^ tib» l««yiirilli«al 



Tanta^e gaiaed in tbe 8.f^y.<rr pka«ire f^^l^^jip^ 

tnnff tne evil, grown to tnis height, would hecomejts.awn rmnifj* 

mt'iiiii M4iot tiM^di^.'^ Th€te^^tmiMiiat\lidi,^^lSSlS^^ 

,||)«ibig|lfr«Milw«£ th*|Ns*iilttSilirtk^longU'; fctttOW ftWw l lfcJ ftr 
ti^^ day amo>igaf}ypr^r^^.eittM^M>fd,fu^,tf^^ 
the mere habit of profane^ets^ In the conntnr^ ^V^^^fff^lff^ iV^'Hf^ 
^nifae Soi^day^ iii'on 'anyoiiier day, with thiTeilcars of erery MN^.Tle 

.id»v«l«oOiOfti« 'Stages lL«leiHpftd'hy tb« i^oii^ df^Jfi^iSFyUttf 
flHF^mKffTJitoppi^lit^Jwsiiforivfi^^ fo 4iU»ttMMf«b, 

instead of that aolemii ^ttUhuBsa. ofj.the.Taainf T^Tf^ :Vf(^^ W*" *^ 
pultlic aervice, which might suit, as In our fathers^ dt^ys^ wiUi ^ JW^ 
'ttty'of^Clle'day, and be a reproof to evefy one wl^o 'skbold stirunad 

irbuliDpttk Id^tkudMsa of dtfroCloff,^ th# nifn^'rabi^^if t^l^Wi- 
^ffP^n^lf^fifffffttifi goinr^n witUlftlk Bb w HBn sff t ,iMfdd»lfc» 



'Wlivlfng pnaeton, and the graver rumble of tfi^' loaded wmmm. mixed 
*mtm ««ttifr iit/i 'iiiipi-eetrtlofis of ^e iinl^ii&i^f^nniwS^ 

pages 1 ^ 4i p ff i;. .,', V." '. ? :'■' ' '" ^**." ':«>PJtj!" 'in !'»•«'•(■ '■ 



Sill 

afiMiitd>Mtiiiid^jb]^1teidfi»trfbt^ 

<< meat that petMi«tliy'''1kiifMefti<^:il<ift fUr '«i9tiA^^'^fifi^ 

fllfcb ofiiMdika ^^MTlit^ltys-^diiMiTiiig, k'^ify^'B^i |Mdd 
il{»raegwitSf^t&^)tli€M«Bliglwi df A^ cbuiJhjy'tiy'iU^ 

•iniiMi iMeilelBdJgilHit Hktfj^ enjKy tlib t^i^dSlD^^ tf t^ t&Me 
wdv«fii%ttiibo«h#Mpiffty;> ■'^•='-'' '""^ ^'^■-*"i"' ^''''^ ^ '* 
Let Christians beware of giving in, by any undue 
^«MMii%^^'f»'tMtf fashion cyf | Su^c^^' ;dm 

Hinm »«fa '^vvay air fAr 'ar 'possil^te' fiKtttf "^ Wai^ odiMfti- 
*«H%««*lhe^M>]rb|;ifia^ >f >% ^?y.i ^® 'J^?5'?^ 

i^ltdtoi9W^>«»«»5 tb& -en^ynieiitpf eerrtots in neM- 
iiuleiiiid»«ttp^i^dttitt'-weAv and the '^eAlibidtifd exifiin^le 
A^^ntlffii'ess' and' se<?ularity bfjth to, ^cp^fl^ls -,. fu^ ,to 
^fflBfi^^^^ Wht<>se 'Wdfe.J^ ^iwh ,.^c»du«l,- tiie «a6red 
jmtriiiiiiitniT «f the daycare in' dMDg«r of Mn^ obliteraii^. 
uA^Mf 49iristiatfd beware of such conf()nmty, eyen under 
iSlb^jr^xt'that tteir parties . are religious. ,^T3^\'^^vaa- 
iWf^^ WyMn .vk9aTifiM.«n«fliV with a oeMunBg siumgv W 
'»Aatt>«Mn¥iaLc9teneii wftbe saints, is tiiattift^y'^i^- 
4Ad8 flttNl lOIi^ch^a]^^ wbere the iiofporeaf anj^%e 
rf^^S^I??^W'^i^® cpuftiilted, an4(3i^»^»^ffi9W4»rSRt^ 
'W^jyB^^ pi'.ftiiid^ipiAdiiiiitfryj^ain^ili^^ 
of degenerating into worldliness, or into wfiiE^tii^ ^^^ftl^% 
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.and 



flt}^. .W)(^V8f^ rteUgious gpsup.; in wMch all uie penons, and 
t(^P¥^,An4 ^^j^^t^^ ^.t^P day cpme findctr desaltoiy 
^^f^y^fffi^S foiths.too freqaendy, trailers B^re^mh 
t^t ajT^ ^Qt pmeh in unison with the spirit of Chii8t.and 
fiir frpmiGMDndnfoiTe to << ffodly edifying which igfintnu^f 
wl^e.tilie (qQnscience, pleasing^ itself with aname^ calls it 
«pii:itij|i|l'C€fpTersatiQn, and all look foi^irard^^Y^^. P^^F' 
self-cq^pplap^npy^ to the next deljghtfiil pviyi— Away 
with such imne^nly anomalies: which ar^ too like, a cgm- 
p]:;Qimse . yitb the world, a hankering after ifs mdulgenoes 
vjidex thi9 .covert of piety, an incongmops ccudition of 
t)^e. ^CBiq^.anA the spiritual Let the culmaryj ,fare of the 
£M»f>^.V^J9*niple and moderate, — such as 'r!ps|uiUt« th^ 
]|f^9^tiP0^i)>}^, trouble in. the preparation^ 90 that senrants 
may.no4;^.;^I^lece8sarily| be kept from attendance pn the 
1|9U^ ^f,,jGrod,..or from availing themsdves of jprmte 
opportunities, of reading his word. . Let not tl^eir^scoils be 
famished, for the cooking of a (Un^^^ai>d tihLe.pjun^^ 
tbjQ, lowest; of. the. appetites:.— <or, if tljiey tri^ themselm 
famish .thew, let.not.the responsibility re^tvrith jou. 

. Walking ;^|. another very common l^y>T^^,iS^sjjfe? 
n^pst common of rttU^T—iif which persons. « find, th^^^o^nf 
p^eiasujre" on the day of God. I am aware Q^.tJb^ ^7^10?!^ 
incurred by venturing to speak of exceptions 5— ^of tjJi(B 
e^^nv^ss. with which, many .may .be dispps^ to o^^fat 
tfew,, W^ t^ bring midei:.theb.Qoyes:tj»,|^^t.d©^^^^ 
*hW i^ WrtW^^ or. expressed. ^y^t.^Xf^ptio^,^ 
W^^»hm9f,^^^^ certainly are ; ^d, ip spe^iiyipg^tAe 
lMm\^Jiit9^ Wq^P9t pf iny Jiea^^rs,,^hati they u^d«> 

When the state of a man's health, then, is such as, by 
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medical prescriptioii, to reqaire the open air, for checking 
disease, or fbr'^proin6ting"conV'aie8cenc^', 6t e^ei!i"fo^'teiti- 



pwary relief and comlbrft, I catihot fancy HiM ^BhilSitSiJ^ 
it wito said, « If ye had kiiown whit 'tiis^'tee^^fli,' '^'T 
vrwi have mercy, and not sacrifice,' ye would ndt'&aV^cc))^-' 
denmed' the 'gailtless" : — I cannot fancy Hil^'Vphb' viiidi- 
catea'ihe leiacting. of the ox or the ass t6'wat(ei9Jig',"^M 
wbo pllBaaed[ for the loosing of the daughter ' of AtftrihUrif' 
from ner hbnd,' on the'Sahbath-day, cohdenUilng^ dny* oti'e* 
o^nis'disciplies for giving the support of luiJ'artri to' m 
exnauSieid'ana emaciated invalid, whose d^hilit^tied frdUi^ 
i^uireil Iflie rie^shment and bracing of the 'duihmer aii*. 
ij^ any shall' perverisely take advantage df this" aHoWand^, 
ana sWiV eiiher pre^iend sickness, or "flnd'il'plea^fo^ indi- 
gence in every trivial ailment, and get the sai^dioh, direct 
or ui4irect,"of any medical practitioner, of iil&tior ^^^, 
or oi easy conscience, for their praitic^,— ^the^espdhsibility ' 
is t&eijre, not ' mme. I mean only what I say.' I speak 
6t &iei'(i^reil need. ' The responsibility, I Slay, is theirs :— 
it 18 so, just BS much as if they wieire to pervert the simple 
fact,'uif(t " ^esiis and his disdples ^ebt thi'oilgh the com 
ff^dson l^e Sabbath-day,'' into a geilerril' licence to Sun- 
dSay-waikiiig ; or the other l^t, recorded with eijual sim- 
plu^Vy tl^t '^ J^us wi&nt into the house of one of the chief 
^nariisees, to eat bread," (that is, to dine,) << on the' Sab- 
bfitk-^y," into a similar licence to Sunday-dining plarties. 
— Agfwi : 1 6axi perceive no trespass against the la^ of the 
Sabbath, in si- retired Walk in the country, aldtlb or with 
a piou^'l&iend',' when' the object is secret medltkdbii!i, 'or 
private social 'converse on the things of Grbd,%hen''Vhe 
splints are devoutly cheered by the sighti'^d siytthd^^bf 



ilriifa3bf^iiifanv<iM8k%>UiM^ «:««rAi 'j^oMffii^^yble 

ii^jaiiaii»o»«^reAr tt Ae <s«i<9 ^ 41^ 

iQ|ieiv UfvtfiherbyJ'iheiiiMtiM^- or irflk ariibMfib-fillttlll, 

ky- anyiMIowf epMlm^, tfy i^oM «)Uy'hpHwriaMNi('milfr 
AofmMmmwtiltA to be-^nH^^^a^ltfftt^flf ;tite ^n y i toft fa 
#liich4b0ir tidie k'vpiMllv aad^to'fab'W^gwdf dliWiUg 
:fiNMik4t aiiy-era:ti]iMM!,^i^l(fty'im^i<^l»<%d^^ ^IMb 
this liberty, however allowable sk'iM^ litiMiAA^'ilM^ 
tdsmihfmyOkna^iim;M^^^ itfi4BDdi- 

1»M^ oraiYidc, bf iaie>-tt!iiikiipleitt^¥tiig' i!' sfiftf(9V^ildtte 
beiiifj>t»<di«piNli nnnd^ v6 ^btnparkfMi <rhttWMfb(J tN f ku 
thewciifiee tif itie^pfatMbttibtti; a»d *tlM^ leMl[liq^&<^Mfal 
BstHlify.a^l^te may b^ otJMWthivigs^^^^^lMa^ 4M tfSAIHie 
imiglilVfwtflMp*^ be fiybrly pl«MM nhbt^tb^tim^ilii^Adbb- 

bo| letjlMa yKwrt? gfenew*jpiMietpiiy b»rdiJ)r Maiiite Ji f4B>> » 
'4»uwJ<ft&fld1lilt>>Goa, under 'dM) dtttaltfd '<il^4l I Ml ili^ ^- 
-<M^k0iK9^w|lk>ktfU«rt)^^-s«^ ^|A#dknrel>9^^ 



M! i mp ct.^iflWPf<tfeyit0iH tthe 0TfiiuHiig8(o£ttiff>fiaMb«fhr|i&» 

>J«WWCft4f«ii <ftwfee44 '^i^H'folh: toY^v/oil .ylv..!!! ?rfft 
a^'y^lHdyiWfivk)^ rwu^>9fnfdl dopfinffjr^ dMi<|Ui»l«wtiy^ph(des 



lMd|Mi|iffife 1 .*i9Y*>lJW< •*' — *. 'W^Kfc 7^^'f 'urii.tifsI'reY^ \o fited 

the day of Oiri?ihy^jrtMdriByat<»i86a»<i>olD lU;Bdt» y W 
tion, and scientific experiment and research. The recrea- 
tioo^jony^in^jteeir bertiiild(Mnit,t«nil'iamB ^xffenifiBntilEkd 
the research may hehmnfwMwmodAuefiA,^^ 

c«iitiyrf69Arhfi«9e¥iiy exoeUeiiti» 4h8m aftiM di« 

seqv^vw «£i(Kb4Bbe>«!t^»itng.of this 
wMii4ltr n{i$wf0)^d )«Mii^iihoiddl liwrcfhe" jwnd J uy iMfatiiio 
difdno iBt)i8Bd>ipB>«€r8tt«3h ^iMiitil^irad-iirvrlBrasdHrer'^tllid i$m 
opgsikiiisiittmiimfito ntipra&H HsiftsinciplatyitoctniiiMi ijwiliiwfc 
with tlitetispkttiotf Jirorraod.fMrilyii^lacb p4iiwiiiii'ii>ji»i» 
dmhr AcrteiirthtoilEtod^ «ndH»'9^^ 
hiftfta0tmoBiiBacl4-'4k»( experim«ftai nbf 'siknqr Ai^ jdiialdliii§ 

fingiiifcee ug,^»wthietj<irf)jwtwg»<tf onr hovlrtD (he i%ML[w »fl! 
cess o(Egelfc(P Biaroin rii o Bg-»^i^ 

tio».«£rth»4iiruiO chMtntMr^^afibni iwdoveri^^df laioMllii 
ta«iis,iies^ota%<iliiith08eiHFOtadeM 0f( hisfiBBdaflmiiagt^DM^ 

inlii9k jirliifAiLffimigetefdesk^ to li>b}c9 '^*^««^ 

« tih«^im9^ff«)MlU6)ndtaB»i^ iaiM>tftiy|Wi»eynifmiMfimte jjltf' 

viHftjyi^gi#9oimdf antoi the jatafamat mdbAwAmawm^f^iJbao'BibA 

thsa,;^9ef9»i^4Ht iiiOMchaaRtfl]ijaitd«i|iJe8dbv^sdlyllHBEHmBl^ 
the^ Ji^lrdfi;! )i$iM^)nwl>t0ndt'4f^ Gkb' 
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hrn^ ioj^piiikfl«itmD<dii|bffffHn In dK^f^aquadf iwtgm^ni;^ 

bath of eyerlasting rest above : — ^whatever, I ^af^\tie^^ 
tm i^Bknak^tm^mt ^K^A^Tkfibf^m^t teiAec flaHbrtliiCbii 
nanlhii wMh iiiliicW>Cbd/ieeirtiiim|g<tkiivoMwiJ t<> y<:b 4ii- 

bdHbiiaSiecf%«b anttdirr^fipvohiiiitioii l^'AeuteotVidtfMi 
<%ilD^>dirBiiMiNiAiriniMlinewk'/wi»ifiw v£(ii Hjiif«^/n on 
'.oB9mMEimo|^8iiBial;obiiforvAtiini^^ m^kk 

oatortnnjgartnHH/'ftaymiic^i ytitidwule j)iproftiil>|x^ infpuikf,' 

itaUaiM !iiilflnixitistahl7'«igt|aii^ iihMkfmBA' iti<tatl 

ci0B|#iiiliiBDei»q rYei^eFe-^o^^toviwliie^foiMMViicaff^ tii«p* 

ii0^pdBea<i>fdifiBdbkyid^eiE^gm 

9dtlii0liM Vi^ pE^idbiB}pnneipl|»^ litde^krtlMr 'Mi' 701111 

nlteiiaaiiB'to'iphiBiimiiy k4d^pmyB<flidi<tuj:bii|'tketatrimty 

mwrjiiKPffft^aite atttfaro«lim) tiie&ifi^f<kidMliof >a»isceile^)# 
hfgtiwmirtiiig iwodb'ufiaBimi&iiife^Ja' «hpniyr^«rtittiiiBi>t-^' 
falimlttt Hhattim/tlmk <ifl&e.f9rtvftonlti)^, tiHilr^Te»tilte»i> 
ailMcfloTiticimebDBaBd iia M«i;iiwmog»buibi<rtUtt4ei|-^^ 
TioyoiynaifaGffuiEHiJqcoiiteQ^latia^ 
mditmwiiijrtamwg>4k{jlajwu(tf iiiteK<li»iao)ti4a|iwiy?^HfYW 
caair«Bdi]|r)GnifxntenAai^ JMunUitioit hma&atUit^fii^v^ 
or^T(»iitaM«dF/prbftmn^ii«kyfiiig;''w%«K>ib kltcopp^MiiVdi 
fc artBirt M M ^tfmvthefiiipg bfimi|IhwMditgojBB tE%^9«iydWe^< 
ofiA» IhbUcUis^fc jlDiMatt>kitefl^in^ thfaliRb^' 

l2 






^Myhiiiln nfclgirt^iofrito^aciHMpi gftry, wn AulBlA 

<ikidriita fWfdaiiiifaig.>Jhi4<Mfciiifiu^ 

mtaima^ MmliMffiil, •lld^»ilrikIMrty qjnkedrvMd-iitai rthhi 

^•ep^vrlMniid MlBhi^ialrok%>itai4Mklnt[fcii iltMA^ilil 
fiwiii¥itiinfiiiiifa|vdkitij they tiwit ilA »ri<<t«i»4fllB WyM MM 
Ih^ imiiAmH Mi«irHls^dyMMr«f iifaidiiUMvt^^ 

A«lbi» ghaift and^JBflitti|ili9ffigba4'iM>|lidt3f9iq«l ^ntSufi 

i»ityiw»lfifb>acias>crttefctodtf nyni|nn>flMjytiftniiH|gi 
difliilAtb Meed llM>f'||[l0vy»dr imp -6ta^ 



HaaiAktfli6,eAol<»o¥M9^iidBg^ 
lll|l^flKi& ta>1[>imfiitHqKaiid{#tkiBf^ 

^Q^bliiMaiiia^ gi(KdtdiM-«r,fiilg6ikoiioifjfto«o^^ 

to its very theory, and far mdseiitDfrttootiqMitewk^^l^iife 
t(MA»i4) mSiui^filbdma^ f^fAktmutiudiaB^bk^f^fk^it 
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ffatedafanfMUB. y MMuift AMMSf obcini^ to timmdmpkm 

ofiAeiSi»fatffdMght6Wh«M»diwwiifay 6mflliiAlMral4Rslii«iui 

wlM^ h]|[} ntiiiittl^dMttnMoatf <wi^^ t^^t t^ jittlfiitilittf" 
a^i^dIlRfel^1lIinBlIbllOl>^ j^^^ i^kkidowifrf) l|ttt) 

fool," 80 aptly ^emAtii^tiSkgmk»mkd^^^ 

of thomg under a pot''— ^ sprightly blaae, but qmddy 

djMiguitiiaqr|TMMdbiinii|ag Jiwttdiigiiil«^rtdB;fttftii uiii ^|| IEi y 

dtfafitqjito'diaiuiiBif lydul^ tf i li mM)tf<fcu M fe i p 

<<«i^>foiidi»itii;if««op%,Uk^ iflieftiwd#«F 

of deadi," — is apt to haye a most prejudicial iiiflaeiM9HMk 
the youthful mind. Religion should be made to appear, 
according to its real nature, as a fountain of joy,— -like 
its divine author and object, " light without any darkness 
at alL" Every thing different from this is a slander upon 
its true character* Yet beware. Thore is an opposite 



dtotflAonl tin iqMt|^<^-fdbA«fi^ifrtMo48i^^^ 

p«iidedattoHbt«tiparQi1)^J»y-w^j^ ^^iunliqcQiivMni^H 
Itatdih ti»AD afqpoeliflitf ^ ci£i6fiii!in9j[iieUgy»i]ii|>a^aH4 

.iBeqqs o1 ftbitra 9(i hluorf« norj^lMI .bnim MifjuoY r^ri 
93fil:;— ,yo}, 'to nrrfiilnfro^ xj ?45 rS^w^^^'f^ bioi atr ol gnibiooo; 
j^e^mfnusb yriB Juoriirw jH^j! " ^-'^Mo l>rfH loiilufi onivib ?.r 
noqD i^bflfila a 81 ftirfiT raoai Jnsiaftib ^nidi y^9iJK '\lle u 



If.. 

• ift -t't.<» **' ifirv/ .iIrAiiJi{^. 'trh >jt ifoit-K^qo'iii u^- 
i 1> irt »vi 'mi- .vllfiitniq" ^-f'*! 'p* -viofn h*»'/Mr/ ^-i .f-iit«f 
ii«»Ht '» 'iv 'w /iM'.-n ^tno-TMi 1o iMJinicn 'I'jUnifis* i: ii> lOJW**^* 
.i*»ffT .mJi Ml «it ♦m'hIk Mf): f -M««i:.i: MM>ilfi s/fj oJ Jns?;?;". 
ot >v/tr' '.•■' '•'' ■'*» ■' :• ! « ' •':?'» H >rilw Js^j^oiy aiB 
.11 »4Vf.i' 'r •'■••• .-. .'{t;ii(.. I). I ;.,t;l»! ii<«li ilirodtiw 3on 

,tf '.'+ I-iJ .« :'. "v* '.IP :.'■-.♦! • u: '»»{'// .<»Hh*>H(fjrg 9!»ii0 JB 
, / .1 . - ',i.:tT.'.M iir foiij (iiii: ^'W'n'ixe 9:lJUiqoiqqfi 

.1ll•1!^^; . --.|: J-; M. • . MI// --l isll-' I frUiH// fit 9?0dj ^O WSl 

,, ... .....r,. '. . 'lM4A^lxUi«)lJ^jl4ffT bifA inobain sill 

XordL homnurahist and shaU honour him, not doing thine ownjpan, 

'*u*i^ 'I. *< 'i.v' ^. -J I" :■ . •» . .-» i;H!'na.9nJ biJs^fjTOn pjfe 
nor finding thine own pleasure, nor epeakxng tttine own wlnrde .- then 

p^cular«.in i^ ■.Vf^^\ ^. 4flWWi.ifrifl«i«»«a,?»S8j 

Isolds.;'— T^ n<W,«oi»9 M9W,«MWm? AlSM^'imii 
'^mm annowiced, 891119 of ,%, t^S«^^^.,i^lrttiJ!HB fejR 
the 4He ojf^fvape* pf % .^bjf^lP^ sfyne j$i^,lOl^,i;)(i|i( 
effe<«?,(Of| iffi,?Vl<«t and j^rfii£W9ti<m „i,TJfi «p»,T?5iU.;feft| 
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In proportion as the Sabbath, with its objects and 
duties, is viewed more or less spiritually, shall we find a 
greater or a smaller number of persons ready to give their 
assent to the observations I am about to make. There 
are views which may be taken of the day, and views too 
not without their relative importance, such as have in 
them nothings wUkt^ver^fs^trkydhyi to'ii^Uich many will 
at once subscribe, who are destitute of all relish for its 
appropriate exercises and most important ends. Not a 
few of those to whom I allude will even profess to admire 
the wisdom and ikb'g^kidA^ (if'^0ejty, as apparent in 
those purposes of humanity and mercy which they ac- 

ima disregard the proper requirements of the dav without 

iii8titutiMKJ«»<^)«ftb4i&r«heft««'<rapeatedly'iM)taiae%>4^ 
rest of diat part of the brute creation which is subjected 

ufHSk km^m iemdi > m^^vmh s^&it otVaiLi^ u 

amiH^ik^^miii^^tt*emi''fii ilud 'ei}>iPes8i6ii 'of 

•mHk'^siAam/tkw iiiflic&a*^''d« i!ii^ ciiM>6t«t> i^h^ 

BHU^SrhM^ « ieiHeF Wdt<^ m dr'^f aU tu{» Vorksi'* if 

o<«iiitMiilokt^B(tiii^lW iftdd^ 

of the ii^t»Ur<k^dAtlMiM'i»ij^<Mio6i'«ti^ 



dast 

iHilritir>»< ip i i«i >wi<tflglAtfot^»^ 

.^9iilfiit!jf^fyt0i9tm kMi madb B^thbigiwlueli^iift^lialnflf * 
iili40l4l, ]if^.a)ffirl4i#k8 4Ml^iiMroi«hj ef^UBi«a«rf Hd^lim' 
PiiiA FM9rlb« qUQfttioae^l Oor. Ik. 9| "ffDoArCMI tek^ 

oSJ# 4mw48»d»htaaiiidiig to GMi •nAi^i^MAatHwitM}' 
tl^ffp^ .tatpff of .U» «w^ 

eoilJf^yilVtilhe aentimeat that atch'Ctealiirtrf weft tMiWht 
hipifM^^Biid had'Ao pi^t ia hia pp#<ridoiltidb 8vpM»r. 
trff|dyi!f#» v^Tk^i i^irU. ef (he queslioa is'wtiply^i^thiB^wf 
Tl^tbirf/te di» pve<M^«f thb Mtoai4^'b#,v ^/EtmAitUk 
n%(< jgM«lMbe «tK 'thftt timdetb ool liie.«oito^''> tltt-^eiigK 
ofifAfhiWWG^cA Vb exhauated in: ilsfikerdl'tiiii|«ii/r 

involye a principle, capable, without departure froMnftd' 
difi^6^.iptiqptiMi( Ml ilpua^ f recept^ of ikmt faiiA antblMritalJiB 
a|ylkw4ipHi to the gnl^ect under bh.SM!$M^t$tl^.'QtiheiiUm^ 
fOlf^mfmMimm Mwmtbm of tY^^i9»peM)fr^-4kfi\pm9fi 
tUfjj^ «anidl]b'4hai><^llh» tiboiurer ia tr^MrthF (tf UBrBita|i% 
G^diWr^ita]i^.4W9e^r.oKeit :*'*.-4uid» although ^ka-iUsl^ 
eattWt^^resiia flt^^tiintaUfgent «id ; iiBmaytal-<<iyring)iigtr' 
th^ipfJHwry -^kh^ <)£.Ua conoem iuttha. inatilwtiWi^fK^ 
SaiUiatb, and in all. ite aaaised'OidiiiaiMsea, ba-inev^fif^': 
ui|it^^,tibi|i <«]^e«t .with the !aoaEifl>irtv.a«4>TWi0UJ)oiii§t,<^, 
thUMf^^bn^dtxilKiB which yhe h«a idaoed v^dar biiiii>Kf»iiHi 
trobtdo^H^l^^pieaiia, thcdajr beeoi|ie%ii« drefijff^iiow^j 
it,ailiriSb9|Mit0« /#f hia owA^baraotavt. i It)<|rf^ligM^ 
to HMltef4[ifl9^Jitl|0f iftiUnew ^aaddlhe -i|ea«f9<lApi«8antfrj«' 
Sabhathri«f9riMii|^iiO?«r.'thra^ oreatuimf-^Ra «fy«9P9^ iMr 



io >et ii <aDdhiivhgip^!i|i|lMiil^^^ 

pqnnl7rfof»jaBa]i!;44in^«libti^ *IJb^''Wlti«A,'^*iilittO)B^ 

iinriiBindb|w«y(kiriTtrii(ty^-«Q« l&ut'k^l^ifliiSb^^ 

wlfiefetii^IXW' of '$h«i8iii^fh' pW^^»«^«^T^1iyiAb%i^' 
pi«9t«»Mi^enliM0s'lllettt li^ ^t^tn^V^f^^^ ^ei^Wf^Hfeif^ 

iiivfirit'{Af^sl6h «^iii#^el«t«tf» I^it^i--^\irkillt A^i*'- 
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founds iwliirai Mnfelbffity wiilt dcr^crtibHyi^'mbMitiitiiig 
cmtkfiumon for the' &nit«i iii'1i(e''iNiMk '^ pOety^tof CMi 

flttd^'ott llie ctedk ^rf'-ftliMO, mtiintlAkiliig A bomfart to te W f- 

odfti^lBiSeiiey', IB the absenee of every' Abi^'^tiMf''^ 

dMei^^ciappdkfion of religion. ' "^^ <<> ^<' '«'»''' 

=' Otew flIfhilAr principle^ there ari 'inatt^ wW*i^^^Mf^ 

anct admlM the Sabbatk, as a dMf at i^/ft^aOu^ MMSfOm 

uAio the labouring dagses of die <^tttitiiiiiiM]r:'^ (AaM 

too is a topic on wUch much might b^ iiMiA» iM ilfiff IMft 

truth, of what is gratifying to the kindly ft^ffiugfif ^'ttfe 

heart "^Hiat thy man-serrant anii thy^itiitia-i^liir^t 

ttttky rest as wen as th6n,''sayBthela#^i^i4ilA^;'i(l^^ 

i^ftihoat doubt, tihe principal meanitig of ^Adi^'iii^'itlklit^llMiJr 

should 6njoy the fdl benefit of the spii!ifttial''f«li««f-ae 

Sabbatii, as well as their masters ; yet thlfeiiT i fett b fife ^^ 

labour is, with eqaaliy" little d(mbr, Od b^ ^fattdhd^^IiUtlie 

liHitdr, indeed, being necessary, in ''dMU^'Vtf'^ifaH^ fom». 

The return of that sacred day is'fffl «f ttft«^il8lf<W^ 

>riew, as a period of respite, a bite<it&ih||f filfa^^W^btfim- 

wom labourer and artisan: in whiclie4i4iJ^l^e|^Cdd^^>ft(tA 

tibte fttigues of the weekr^'-a timeVhid^ ^'fl^^ijtajtf'ig 

concerned, he can call his own,^-.(rrer wMcH"tt«f<KlldW- 

creatnre is entitled to issue his comnialiids.-'' ' •! t'*<^i-ij<^ 

Perhaps we do not sufficiently think of the exf^dt'*of 

timiporBl comfort and benefit restiltn^ ^£N)in this Arvkie 

amtngement. Of a single Sabbath ' speiiit iii= labbtt^ *#((&- 

out any great inconvenience or suffering, we can reaifify 

enouirh conceive ; but we can have little idea oi the degree 

in. which iwint^rrifpted^ nnrelai^ing ^il^.^<Ming,,pii,&)9m 

week to week, and ftomyeac to yeai^ wonl4 b^'^jwioiu 



sweat of thy face shajt.j^a #at,.)Mmii>(:'.(|itif}4^jf«(l9l^ 
liWilfw^^^fWf t^bigbwr vmsr of jr^. ifcifr^a dSr^jn^ we#|ip of 
,^(lgim v^ bf^k tf» God, to spMto^ bl0«8ii;|gy,ltp4>^ 
4^fr^;ilife^,t|t^rP!^0W'Wh(m ffitghtf 

f^^^pi 9^ ^^meipeiM) is this pbielfiwlltieii^ QX^fqgxmmfh- 

|Ui|fia}j^^aj(i4CiiM;>vof the poMantry ftf ow fiwpiir^oiwt 

»Wfffll4>^tW»4e^ tJ^espijJ^y.th^ amMhUetion joC it«, ofef^y^ 
¥Wrfti)i Iftlpr^portilW a««it should. come. tob^j di«ir^sff4«4, 
4il4iJl^f^^^«5fiWc^^ Pfiiilif e:?K|»niMd celebr*tiwi.tft;be d^® 
fHHIJrif>wHiW «?fffi^rty look. &r iaie,*B«wpwiBw^ts 
ifrfiflP¥Q?%»^4^^i ,wd disond^r^ap^lk ^iiai:al{iS^eoi9«%t 
.P«4fiyift^kp4«e3^ . Thejpeis noe9ti|nalvig> u», 8i^|I^^, 
*§[IWa««[n1? ,rf //«?Wteraptwg> ii4n^(j^, ^x/9rtf4 t^.J^b 
Sabbath in th%t]^|(f^Ati/(>i^.p£.^ieb.!eFiI»{,.the ,r^^^ 
tWAr^fipstaiHsy fof i^fia^^uf^fq^Otipg fw the equally, ffc^i^ar 
.D^^^^^i^ p£ 4ea^^fM^, and. tidiii^i^ ^d^poflWU^.^d 

VTk« foUowiog laiif«age of Judge Blaektlone, thoufb frnnei^ o^ 
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Some there may be, who are ever dispoeed to reffard it 
as so mach time lost. — Ap a certain' iimnh^ fxi hoim da? 

tj* 01? -I'll* lilii'i 1/ .{-tiri .5i - MJi- I'to S..:»* O' i.'i- l' 




oases, uie simplest pnnciples of political econonuTf and o«* 
common, sense should satisfy any man, that this view, of it 

♦nfTo Jj.'<j7 vj' "* , , *■■!«' 'Hf: Mif bliKi Vi- 

llas ,no truth in it^ general application. Not oidy woida on- 

relaxing uybqur wear out the energies of the wprjonan. and 

so lessen his gainis by the most lamentable of all causes — 




mercantile view, would be the result of adding a sOrenth 
part more to the worldng time of all the artisans in the 
country? What but an augmentation of the quantity of 
produce, and a conseqi^nt reduction of the pi^ice ? Ajftd 

l»'f'.'j'ifU -u* .-•' .?;-. (iTi. ■, ; ^ - ,*..-. : ».:. lull 

a reduction in the price of the utide prodncied n^cessaruy 

.-Ti*---- ..-■■■■: . :. . : . , •■•ii-M i:!i \\ 

aldag Infill the temf adTontafit, those MDuUflilBbeftls'fifithtfaiftMli 
f<|r,^^|cli,w« lMr« t>le«d VH",' BaildcA Uie ootoiil^Hs iii^^fyyMjy^d^^lcu^i 
daL.of permittior Buy secular busineu to be publicly transacted on ibat- 
day, io a country professmg Christianity, and the corruption of monk 
m^htifH ubiitily foUovrtf ftW pi^ftbiitieii, the keeping'e# oM day ttyMSi' 
hol|b aka thiae ef relaooitiimiaiid rcfireduiMiit as w«U;a»fiir ipthUi ^nm 
shjif, is of.adiuirable 9f^▼^!B to. A >^tff coosidered merely f^ j^ fivll^, 
stittttioiv It humanizes, by the help of oonrersation and society, & 
maWkien of the lower dasses ; whicih would otherwise degenerate Inis 
a ^vai^ ftvoeity, and set^id sellMhn)B«s df «pirtes^il «nablei <hB f^iia^ 
ttj^^ff^m^tkfpm.ta punrae bis4loo^pati«a.ln the^aos^il^ w«ek, wiytjli. 

**^?H(B'^ ^y^f^lnefs:— it iinprintBon,^e,iiiiii4s 9f the,^p?o^t^, 
sense of their duty to God, so necessary to make them good citiaMiis; 
hvttmmW^^^ be ^om out, and defitatkl by*aii ^diMinltted(3ob^ 
tinvattklllf iMttHlilJWlllMMrt anyalated «lnie» of MfcalUiif <tlki^ tipttlir 

iT.JMgeeS. 181L , . r 

*» " . .SlOJilWOivj •.»;■' !•• 'O.TjjM iiij ►■■I .,j..rt»Jin*-V: I."- 



involy^ in.it a i^cArredponcliiig reduction' in ^e wages of 




sell: wnile the per80il^l, aomei^tic, and puplic. detenora- 
tipn and Joss, even in many temporal |Ki;id secular respecro, 
would-be sucn as nothing supposable, as the result of the 
ccHBsation of the ifeeKlY rest, coiud possibly countervaiL 

But oh I l^t pefusantry, let artisans, let all, Qeware^of 
oyerlooking the great and special purpofies of the day, 
wm^h.hare been formerly pointed out. jjet m^m bewaje 
>f mn( 



, I ngiufit not pease to remmd you, are chiefly spitih 
such al^b, of course, are the benefits to be .demed 
irom Its due obserrahce. 

If, therefore, we would fairly appreciate these benefits, 
wliBa(Uttliftif9)ose(A&day^t».be ohponredr gy&tf^^**-«BeoqpdK 
iii^'«Ql'9fei^^)hOf(ef tiature; «nd thi^ divinNd intention iAil^ 
institution, — m accordance with the principles of its cele- 

Iffi^^to T?;frm liiaxf?wiip,w,bej?» .iftPWi tt«ft ^»«e ^s^x^lrtiftd 
totfjw itt<i0ivery'<plaiii5rthail «if ao iiNtiitiilMHi'-oaii tiie aikatt*^ 
tdUA' be bon^ctly estimat^O;' hide^ the tiistitotiDti' 1^' 

iiM[oe9iiMr tke^pMso^coiatid'^like'leac^ <^«iii>elvtt^K^'«ttMMig 

tkii^-I^felit^s^, \t ^64iia1)e'heces8ary, nof '(itifif 1f^^ kmMk 

gent association, in the minds of the celeBralon,' orme 
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tli#tlAifr»l^tk everf faMtetidiiwUMeP'(sm^ 

fl^Md^iflUit iiif jMnmify aitd''6MefikCiaL'*AM*tb'IBl^ mdMy/^NIft 

4likf ttrf^ md^stiajdingf i^ dM^u)^ Mb 

iteftfily, and ;in the sgmdSOi^, I ^t^^iiim^'^idUMb 
i^al, whether t&ey kkf^'itot 'fdMfil % mA^ tUM^U^ 
«i»$Mefntr«deg^ee, eke Botmse i>f B^^^I^^Mitfii^'tt^ 

keftrt^Mldered c$ipMe, by ihe' rm^wmg^'j^cRI/miiPik 
Spirit, of the enjoyment of spiritiitf^'4Ai^.:i%ilMlB 
iHHk ffpiritoal «etriiA^ili«ieB ttud d«»ii^l' /tliiii^b/^AiVt^dj 
Midil^Hftabto to lAve^ tippr6piim€ ^W&iftakf»^tit*iSU^ISIf/fi 
day being ^ all reli^ied; Th^ytii)fetM^i^«d*<talijf^iafll^Wi 
day well enongb, as B^aLyf^^^flcm; ^^^AlHWA 
at>^hn]^, or of seeing 1li^k*M^nllAijc^1lf'luifbfH9M VW- 
iltietf'Of Midial and m^tid retoeMi^J ' !Biii"hi n^Ailf^ 
i«»>CiW natttf^, they may wdUri^yr'^''#%at'W'W«4d^ 
iUlt !^1<' 'iMleM tb^ mind b& spiHtciUliy mifph^; WUh 
«m( be tto {ilcMMiy^ in sj[ybiti]al'<)erapMfldius i^i^ yUft^ 
tbbi^ ii fl#< )ptoa8tti^,-L.wb<Ms''tf MigiigM ttPlt'^JA^'W^k 



m 

I{g}|^q.f,4j^ 4my( leal ttt^6UiifA 

i»»iltk(9jrtlflWb ,^9 6tqd,»tOo(Phwfcl to ;|f)hriiliaii9f t(h«^ 

JSSL^WwirWyiWMi^ligeBije ;. .imd^-w gmei«l, of forw^xUng 
lfeP>foPT90^^W/)di«t hciinefli <<nfiid^ut wUebfio-jPiiii 
aJH^^rflefi-^bftiJ-orrt/;-,-. . '-J.T> 

^h3SPW«^l^^«W}y feelf my ftHowdwArtiana, the Aoodnir- 
>WBgl*«w4«Wy «f' yow wwWy,«^fa§?efnente,;di»ii^j!tfce 
Sf^l^f^WWCI^ j^wwiwss of yoor deeeitfid. .lieiMilo 
l8ffiflt;(Qri^,iu^ spMtm^ tU^gSy 9^4 to t«hi tboir impf^ih 

fnk^h i^d^u Itttmil 4t4 BaWiohl.wiuiftwi >imoiwt 
j9$^§jj^p9al,j^p4iieiice,wo«U[ bo giiF««<to duitivoiM^iofiiH' 
jpi^ affQfftJjiwih )feii^<tM.coaiitonM;i^^ o£ ;^»hofy ft^ 
,Vi|||jl|, eiMi^ly.;^)4«^n«vniyj)r .(^ f<MivM|ro#iilibimd 



wy aMik if ■wwoilil ani-wkintmiiilliiig^' teMlMdtyf^tf 

fpfciiwrtna ^ yonr eodh ! How^oiildilttitijlillt Aalllll 
fliWMA.lMHi bImmU became tlininii|li1j -rr \\mitSkild 
Utltm^oM,'' 9mA gndmlljr divestei «l «f«rf 4MHlii 
of ipirtedkf ?--«liift the livkig gpirit^rflgwiliftiiw Mwm 
beowMVoUys and die mray ?— tint tlM> Ab P# lliJ(Wllf 
fMingi idkoiild.ei^ijte for wmnt fti foei, ^ b» ^HsMtiUi^ 
Iha.defaige of woiyiy. otmi P-^Aak yimnleNtt^^lb^ 
yf«»<«pd<B&tw«r firom maUnity of v«floctm^r^-4MwMt' 
oC ywur ftaUlity aadffMwtii infaidiiUMi holkiUmj^^^ 
t#Mdie Lord's day,~lo its priTateMAdmg'ailAiMdiiililii; 
IftiUdomeitic exereiaes of imtniodoii and dev^l3Mi^«Ml4b' 
i|a pdhliMnaetiiigB intkoMUuitafliy, fftrlwariBg;4M^%i# 
orifihcating the ordhumoea, and joiiui^ hi iliiili iiMiM|y|f 
thOfLofd* : We anayaa^^ affirm Haas 
byiJjreaorded expeiienee, aad Bnch^ alr'it ia 
iiaMwUnhlifi to expect, — t^at all irte hgre btH i fft anrt^ 
iihgpdUiieiSi have been eminent fot thrir^^anaaianilldi' 
aodiderotod obaenreBee of this BMtfeddaiy. ^narfinii^ 
daaanptiona of eminence, -indeed, operate vaapraMiy^lf' 
canae-and effeot^^-^-eaehprodnekig and [iHiinilinif #rf 

. :Ilie oxardaei of God's saaotnavy ha^a, in allagM^bM' 
the> delight of his people. EFon in aneieait daya^ivU^ 
the caikiparatiTe twilight of Judaism^ how ftorvs^Hi mMHf 
eoqjiraasions of attachment to Ood'aMbaua^'«iidil)9i^<riii' 
idaoa «iiwe Jbia hmiour dwelt 1'* txipaaaBiaiii, ariihia»tta]r ' 
well put to alyana the Katleaa apathg^rc^jpany a New 



Mi 

^Min-^WnjMltfer die oMyrtaof dw L<Brf»>te<wyi||giiirtiii 
mH IMi fMrtethiioiit for the U«ing GfdL Yta tto i j ii Hi 4N>i 
tjudhftHWid outattbooie, and the ■Wriloir a Bert for f i oJ ii H* 
nlum »>n -wy % her yoimf ; eren thoM altwi» O L4nI 
^jMti^'Wr Ki«g «Rd my God. . Bkned weifltef <|kit 
4M|j[iiliitlky Hoiwe; tfaoy wi)l he^ atiU ptmimg dM^t^^uU 
'>At4ta4'lkHi'a*t ifty <^(«d; c«rly 'will^X teek? Ae^iMt^p 
W j|p fc|rt < r >l el h Je i vthear«y fleek iongelhfer tiieer:iii'# drf 
^milif^tfiiiBHy. hHid»^ where: no wmtoF u( to seethypoum 
—Aidy vgtory» to M I haVe letttv^diee in die atuetiMrf /^ 
•Tn(fii)MMbiQ§r.h«v<e I desired «f the Lord, that will I ibei[f 
iftia\ir. tibt 1 imiy dwell in the hoiuia-of the Xiorditt^tiie 
dftgnitf otty- 4ift^ lio hoheld die\beairty of the Lord^ omI «^' 
i|if^Nl4ii.Jua.Teiii|ile.*-F---> When there it todi pktteaiv 
iMilAHA»|^blMi dev»tioii, we may be well aisured them* 
ifjikhni^iecwratponding pleanire in itt mere primtedv* 
itiZlKi.'dayv'throiigfaout» witt be a holy festival^ftoni 
varied proriiioni the soul wiU d«mre equal 
dalifh^JQkd noiuridiment; and, ^< taking the cop of lalniM 
tiil^ind'fiaUing.on the name of the Lord," wiUvencwj 
it^flheerfiil alacrity, the oonsecration of its powemta 
■errioe. I repeat an observation formerly made, thik 
th<iHHcMiM>t be^ anrare nnfav^eweable «ymptomi«£'the mJkbo 
o| rtjiBgion iti dw Mral tof a ptofeaied child of God^^thaii 
inAIp^Jui bogintito: abridge; die 8abbadi,— to diinkhe hai 
dii^?< oa Bdiw a aona htmt i H L f| igforca.indiereaaonaiOf*ol^^ 
byiflrtiiah)dw aWi g a d n D of derodng it entiaalgr ^OjOoi^ 

M 



b^i^tt^if^^^t^>-TmAlQB b^MB^tt»««iiiBld« drift 

.*?^(ffK i:)i^^"^f^Ai^^f^>*>* Om», iinmll.ibeilboisp- 
()f;^,w4.^f^ i-BgWjItt.lihi^ hw.ifaritiial^pnpHnpUitwl 
.i^ff^yi^lfpfi^.^llio^ MKt, JbaMaTitaUk7«ndif%B«iri«iMiiigl^Jto 
xyyiyif4?^.|jift, yiyacity of lUd .re^bos eitinnAidMitAiDfilke 
space of one day. But how any Christiait tiia>fcr<igJwn 
9fl^,t$\,lifj(llLtQ,be rid of Any fHoit oith^ daj^jaid teiHi^ 

^xun apreyuH}^.4nwiar4:d«deii«ionjft fl|piiiitiiiiL}IifiM- 
I. Ijdiut .agm* »mWi {mjtteif jfcQ«p>bW»o^i?6iaprelifmflingyb 

Mill :'"!'• ■•••'! ■ '' -■"■' ■' '■' ' '■*'»••: **'»'* '"^'l' ■'i*J<J' 

M^^PtW^W Qbsofsnilieafirdate^^lMBfly'ltaiiiMiHift 
0^1^ S^bat]^ on iMpivcDUAiiS. Letaif«iiQffra«ktartte« 
Ijjjttle t^ i^. infloeafoo .^n. faai aJB&-«^AfleD vlMb «Bi(«iii 
ifgi,,a.|brQipr dJBc#tirae on therdasneslicsaebof ib#8ldilfA 
ifiwill no^ haneQemary ta<dwa]iloagpvHptm.tbtak ui^^^i^ 
gjpiritnal deflOilatiofi,w^]ie.d0M>latMMitof ignomnce^iiibi- 
,|ig^on, . and vioB^-^would: «poedjyLyi extend dtielf omar^anif 
ii^, ewsn oyer those ndiere t €bedV» iOMmmiiB uvaDdokd, 
.ifT^Tf^ the Lord's day axpiutgedfHunanuiDgtt^ifae^ilafvitf 
^ week ^*-w^re jlbat day aswrnilatedi^ iha rciii ^ H f^piiw 
1^)il^ no public aa^amlitlings'loy-thecworthip of' Godybilid 
£|ir the reading, and preadhang of hi* irord»-.:la kdqar.iii^ 
in the youthful niind> the, impression of 4ha divoBejaiEist' 
$mi^^i^ chiuraotear, anddaimsl \ t m A w«re tkose^predbu 
f^9i|on^,4i£doi]iAstic iBstntctifai/tO'«be wi&v*i»a% jf^HDOO' 
^^^,TTr?fhep the .^hiidreiH . gusher.. aDiiiiBd>iliiei haSkf 
Jjlfar(\y,<^fi M^el aijcnnd thei fanwily •Iter, 
^W»t^ l\y;{tn9P^:an4«y»ia]pl€^ 
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geneiMiim^iwitli all IM titiisoptibititiM-^f' eMf JUa'6f 
iBMrtUy tiiiipf^sioiv bmr one itaMrndAHbl^ iMi^tt^ o^'WbciiHtr- 
.il7^>i»4««ii«]uiw8al,' cntiFe, and peiftfbitf > M}to(fl^|)^^ 
fdindiaml' kidy^ of tfane and toil, la tlie inti^rtl'^bf^e 

■MMJBCBltf '^fflfhi r ' ' '' ''*^ '"'" '*' *'^-^^' 

>u?^<iaiei eveniagii of' the liord- 1 dity aire 1li(»^ i^«ii«taii»>i^Mt 
-'iiriliiSHlly) davoted> to MKh 4mi»9lks'wm^*^hi\r^'^iAt 
hmnludjmrie^ to^ aatd were flMnaeily fiocM' ^pttHtiiifiiiMiy 
dflaadbedb^4ifaid >^heR anhahify' tredeemed fot '^iss^ Mb^- 
ciaesy they are inestiiiiably preoioiis* Withoot them, how 
flnB^araaUlie IteftteaitiiriBly do i lilitfkr of idigMM iriij^ac- 

nowlnffiily^oyit; liad <^Fthoi^'MMi4it4rfit'^- 
l it^ ^ht BMHh «eire «des«Aloiy; hl%t^ 
inpiiUbctfirdiddidMF iMtmwlLmiiiecft9idHfyi^;>ahdr^^ 
iia|^ aabrearar^iiJmte apoceoKpa&faiieiMr of tuidtedkiesy '#itii 
»]|i» now turraviided, ^hoW teontparatiVely llglit'idkd 

Wiraldibe^itB hilfresdioatifribn 1^^ i«htd,i::.UMr 
um'^buBgep^af' resesibliiig 'the acted w'htbh'fUl 
tAnaaaitibei aofovVi haad Bmotif^ 4ie thems, tfr'thM! T^Wblr 
^kapped by ^ke wviy-side^ and was |»ieked tip byth^ibwlg 
gfehaaadig'^'M^f beiaup ^dbi^Md by'ttM ^otes audi plMAii^ 
mii^tA^^h,^vi€fiheing imaoWifiately eai^Mi a^w^'b*^ f9ie 
■ai%Ba]it>tad=«TW-ap9EMiifalal'eBaiiiy of fiotdal ' 
'Moittv^gpuidtoilia&fliBeaeeiif aueh deaneMfe toerdiibs, 
it ndky foe further ebserved, that it is Mt met^ their 
4Sm^ ia'«he>«M«Biu]iieallaanL «f cUhrfene 'iastntedoii'to Hdh 

wtiiktB fta^WbrakaAy matt k •rallkhbrigY'Mit 



d»mtakid oM* ilne'ibitiqglit'^ligfjI^erpr^pjM^ 

gitoe«ittofiewly4irirthict4#(tf<*»tfi4hey^fc^ 
pn^iaiityf.aiiil tkeir«dipftctni^e-4airioi, by^iiyiidftQiDWi iqmpI^ 
sieDdfllMii'aad'ilLAdiiuiiifltepod mpnio^- made Ae/mtcafiim 
af5>Hiiittiali|eBkJU8y:^«4fit]rio3r ivtll be •maiteilolifeeliTii dMr 
boddiif lUMthawnt ; thej'W^Ul olingi *aUita odwwMfll ^frih 
iogief : »9raJU€al//f(niAieis^ fto fatkeffi aod «Mitlif«v»H9 •^A^ 
khid laadjiifectMniate taBohnrs ; «Bd-tiievibBarto« wrUb^lWil 
tonone' aiiiMbbeiv«a0;£[^w-leanierai' ne^ijig' itod i r«cf4tdtf 
the/Afwideisinstmdtioab. '.lilies lioiid -of^foieijritmlk^hiis iNi 
Mycniitdiicdd ■ >Mfc ■ 4hat ictf ; aoaitiiral ttffiMitioBfti;d»d<tft^fldbH bfi 
fAtjby^ thcmsebrmii and^eetLfcy't^thiJbK^iSc ktaTvi^QfiA qM 
iHrfntplMMjant mtlatig*}tisr£9i bralkmi /'to' dwell, ^^^ogvClMV 
iilji0ity«ru(t SachtSiUal^Heveeibg loenclitmnrditttertlh^^ 
iMK^fTdbst .tendendy .toi t chaniii • Aproy -^e* jUttle '^iliinds l^tf 
«iiji-4dMie«.*iaf>h«re>be6m)>o£:the fMneenlini^weelfMilM^t^ 
tleiooQiierd, «iid' to* imbue tbeheeyt nMu <the« Hf> wyi eWiH 
aeid gdrntleness of tCJhrislk" • The]r< >iriU^ iiiiftbl«taoeiiMlp 
iloiiiineiwly in^net safiring fawtrttotioii ■ j^ ■ >ind«ridnet riiftf 
dnai^ bet exert a nrnttA maiifoweT£ai\ijiAmeios»^il0mii 
tAeflukien And 8ociftljoy.« » ^ (•»> lo .r^fqi^ 

j> 3%ere iS'abeedyieiioUgiii of .eperiteel igiuxnni»>mMi 
A^ >yeiiegi O let in Met^i by de^eeratkig maj |K>Htenr/<if 
tbe Sabbatby and taking off ike.iobligeliionof its «eireietf 
g^etedness^ uuarease to an indffiMtBi dcjgi^ee 4iie«ieldl(ir}t 
dephrird'l »/«>''"■ '■'. ■• « '>- '''•»•»// 'ii -^•. .>i im/,- ..ij.i to 

I have associated witb tbe domtotim ua MUt tans^oii^ 
MAfidi'itKidokeBtie <2et}ati^ ime Belniik) ddMbe 

miseennmddf J t Jtiet noae imagaeer-tdiafti r bacaniKd* keM 
ifwdomof idleidomeiltic'deyotiaiie^etf tbe lm»&B^iii^/^tmA 



MSI 

mWf'^^*AoiAAf' haveito lessimt an Tbli^oii^iaaiiwgdlfisljr 
iffr^ «ii^'iA;1iflr Itancb^iof kncFirMfe./ 'tUipiurkitli 
4e^ «MiMitli0e t6i(llui^r«4f flJongMtrith :lJn<fib% Iveaidiiig 
rf>tbe*^c « p tia « » by'thMteliildren,dMf ^^vMikLiivcte 
ilaflFtii^«oatmkJtw^iteiiNir^ tfavseiTiekiaebiiaflidie 

I^Mi^ « fedrlimtt' b^'ai hftam^'Ot w ^HhgleaqaeMmf av^tfrn} 
^ ^ais]iiediiMi,M--4u^ liw'rditti&Mtaeksi^witii 

«1 &«a£lfobidia£itotio9iilteijmRd4niivpl0ioti^^ 

€aiMtM6«,iUukli8>n¥ioiiderfiil iM'vv'irapidly'litt lus^iniliftaniEtt 
wttbdMn^lvuth'WOiiild tliiii9'MetQiM«teiiaii3 how/b^teft- 
lUl wsmid'be tbd'gefn^aijiBfiiieiMeiiipon tlie itiind.4«. Wkttti 

fMB'i^ffffrodiwlBgi intlraiinindi: of diildMii'fliie ^tboKmoAt 
miltottitiatoitaiid peomioiood of all iiapressknis^^i-^he Iflii^ 
{MflslMi^'tlMU^Yeligion beletigv towtlM %ta^^^itfi*mhMi 

lteMlwb9M|iioAecilii»(thail;^ ifl8«^aU«f leniti^ frhi- 

dple, or set of principles, of Qrer^*dxy knd jiMtbttiMl 
tHAMacey'tkey-neTW tM^ <i»f Itbiit amtongstitbe-foniiiB of 
|pweMdy^ritiial,;^MdiM ^ if fkwi Mondliy tilbCbMrMf 
iJkteffhaA to tb »<»lf,tiyridr<Ad>worid^'«iidr>«8iitf'M^^ 
ip»«illd be"tb ttmeliioiitfjdt^lllflce onanyt^'tiio ^athshniays 
of the week, as the world and its businesses woold-bdqnkt 
aHipbce tm^'dievfobbadKiioii M^r ;r.'/j t^j.u\r,o^?.ti ovimI I 
/f (I 'Bids dmgMr iaiatilb Jnoretimmniciit *» Arf>oaBBifctf i tihm 
fpini don&iwjtal tbaifirstiiAi^iof theiweeld thcbamBDoiBeafof 



0«^ 

oWi^^kf^^SMMh-'lAitj ttuki&- a form «f mpmttxs»g.y*lBkif^ 
tlMi<>ftr4b(irliM lie« in their ptmer to shut' Goiitonb^ 
tlM iiddck atHmr ekildveii and sonraats ^mrn^lMM dm- 
BMsMk'to t^ otlier, ttid tfang to sectikriMriiieif qAliii^ 
«iiU iMfdttde ^TVrtion to a Siinday fbnng « » -nwv 

•**"■•»" "«' ■ - ■•■■= ■ Miiimv 

''Tho^tkard' light ibf wUcii we trenkl edntempiate <tU 
iMSiMsfiiik^' ef ' the ' Lerd'a day, and the crriifi e£'*ite iue^M^ 
r^Mt^tor dteuiifCHBs. By ehnrchee, taking 'the -wni^iia 
itfl'^dnipi^'Ni^W Testaskient meanings I tmderataod asiew 
iSM^i^ tif believenr n Chriaty with their i«s)pecthre»ioffie» 
hMlH^,' onftted byfiuth and love, far the obsenralice'ii 
hiiVMhiance8,'#Hli»Tiew to hie glory, totiieirbwn apiaritHil) 
bcttrdk; ted tQ the good of the world. W^mLtkambekanm^ 
it must he ohrions to you, stated religiotai rai^tm§i in 
ei^ittiiil to' the very ^asdsteiice. I ae^ not>liow'«iditiM 
eemld'l^oi^hly hahre a-'hein^ without liMnuin tHeifvlMi 
^ l!iioW8 what i«r>til*'sa(a]i,"A^whiO made him, SBdnHrhoHhaa 
itfad'e 'him with« natm« in- wUdi seeial dispe4itieaM<ii?» 
di^fy inherent, has appeinted the amiegintiea :ef Ua•peo^ 
ph< $n ^nrohes, and appointed ordinaiioes for tibeminKdnir 
aaftsk^alK^ oiipacity. Had'heseen^dnt tiwinterefllB«C)lte 
8pi]4tbkl lijfe* in '^leir aouls would he equally weliipeo^deA 
fchci !^ thl^priVate meditations^ and tho'iiisulatediperMnil 
^^i^mmslm ydividuah>,^we dhteuld^ m <idl> prabaUiiVf 

.wi^e d^tl iM6l(liitt||^l»tVai».'M<Bm'h«i'kiM«r 



ficnmg to^ Hi pasomplefi^ fqid^a^Hvem^g^ toot^Aff^ 
Utos dombtiied: eDBercuMft of denroltoii*- > Wh^ h^lm^rf.ciBime 
togisAer ipto me place, mid mutnaUy i^fi^gnia^e^eb^w 
tlieiw^odieirarjr' sight ««nfTeyB to 90cli JbeartiaU^lliekllowfvr 
aiifl» p^vimsidii of recdpfoeal enoouragenMiti. Tbf^ aw- 
smtM^ totifemtidbwr and to cel^bmto the 8MQie<i9V(eiUbl»hr*- 
events in which the^ haye ibU one intei^Q«k#'4tf^ baing tfc^ 
common ground of their hopes, and the common source of 
th^ joy^9i«nd»lot^and glacUessMcixculatj^' fr^MiSQult to 
sowAi'wad cpeiik fiiom eye to eye^ ' ThQy ar^jftrengtb^lMid 
im t4«spAala4m v thby are seotbed in sesn^w, ; i thi^y. are mu-- 
nnited'in id»ngei1;M they are ^:ioow*«g^ifl|diA«iil^y,; .they 
asa traced taod' served for duty. iLike eoouradei inarms 
ihej dneer-^ach other on int the ^^^ good fig]Mf,rpf i^^th*'' 
pointing' tDthegteat captain fOi their salvatiQD» reooimliing 
haatfxcellwBtciesiand his conquests^ and anticipatiing ^i^ctory 
and tonmpbiUBder hb baaners, 

<i')The: poweifui inftaentce of associatieii. is every day ex- 
peHene^ amongst meiK A «(Hiimoni feflipg* of interest 
ins'bne) object never operates so .mi^hlUyj as :when they 
who ajre the subjects of it come, .together^ to witness^ in 
eompany,<that by which it isesidlied. — Would the recent 
o«ronslion<}f the Sovereign of these reahna, think y^nif.have 
pnodnced any thing like the .aame effect onthe spirit of 
thu people,) hadhi^rbeen possible, for ewhindj^v^idTiaL^Qf 
them toUave witnesijed it. alone? \ Supp^i^er^y^iyt Qme, in 
s9liUttf i8iioceteio»y toihame seea the ^p}eni4id 9o44?>^9di«yst>- 
iirfg'spdotaok^-^wottld this siACcessiye vie>ir Jti|(y«^ }j^ UjMn 
tlM^poblio»mind4u»y/th}tig,fi|>pro§phi|«.li9k(l^ ^^^ im- 



MW^hr^'iinposfa^ :-^it lay in the coopegijiid^ WAhMSlils 
trirth^ MbJ^ (yf tli« same piince Wiitie«^'% #^. 
Itotfy.' th«t man's vdnd mast be shi^idai^'^ilii^ 

kihihWll^titotiott, without catchhig''i;he*UffiV»^^i^q^, 
^i^tkii^^to the iii-esistiUe'(^iiM^ xt^ tW'timiiSti 
^tlkttdashi r whefn every gIiiMeixin^''^^^'4k^^fi^'1ib 
iIi4m#' of 'ekp^^^tioii, to a cbmmdii''6hjcl^"irf lUt^; 
#h^ ^^t^ Hfm is wared in tii^'^h^rbP jfc^yditt W^A- 
mni -W&eh"^^ Voice ^v€fs utteraiib^ lib 'tiiie '%Uy^t 
tdf g^^tioki' and patriotic loy&lty ^^WhleM^hUii^ili<'ilte 
md of iffaoAsiihd^', me^t togethei% J^d'1bok"Ml «6^^, 
and! shont together, — every one in the 'fid! ai^sttkUnl^/^ 
the feelings of his own bosom have the sympathylyf IfflBOfe 
iki^oms arornid him: — it is then, -and' !t ik^^lA^i'ttJ^'^e 
power of excitement is ft^lt, that paii!^'diff^^l6i^ili-4litlt 
^r'thetime'inthle one domfnaht ^moCibb-bFBritiJlP^^it^ 
iHtAl and that th«f Kirig'is ^thrbn^d' hi iho hUMi^Uf^ 
Miawjhed and nnited peo]^li^.**= ^ ^ ' ' ' *'^ W 

«' ^tnilat- onght to be ^eriiff&dU of iM mcietfti^ lif 4^ 
'SM^^I^tots e( Jesus, to celebrate Ifti^ past, and sMticiJfiktef'Sib 
future triumphs of their exAlted Pritwe;--^t^rf of 'HMi 
who '< hath on his vesturi^ and chii his ^high a name writ- 
ten, King of Kino^, and Lorix OP'^IioRDS." They com- 
memorate with joy his finished work; his resurrection 

* The discourse was delivered on the Sabbath se'ennight, after the 
coronation of his present Majest^, WiUiam IV. 



4^ 

^^^Mu^^i^^^y .tp.,¥»«et the Lprd jn,^he,«iT„W*(4IP 

-fl^ff^^m t ^ Wdi which the King! of. Z^ ^ha^tt^l^ 
-flR®^, Jta^i^s J9y^v«^^ lQu4,ft*,froift,ffiWJi^#SB 

fl^HJlftftWWflfMj'l bi«k with;th«itty^,iWfirfw^ifffiJi/Pj!^ 

t«^!Wffcit^PJ;aflW^,1ih9y Iwrcihey bop^^fth^y^ji^Me 

*>rf*"jl!iFfa|igWrTW4,a ^^aI. saint piji^ld Iaiqa» 5f.|»ifil|s 
4|J|^flr%^i^,t|i^,i|j^i^.|iiM»:^^ ,l4ft.1i8 ga,i]:ito^%h«9«#»^f 
-^ft^^frrT?wA*h« W8e»4>JUj?»,^ title .$ffB|ifGhi?f(ti||p%<# 
Jpfpai^ji^^iVfj^rei^^^tii^ eor4if4iuw*ni.ftf|difqMil$w^ 
joy. So it is, or so it oughttp he^.ftiU. vTho i«MiaMM 
,^ift^ gf.fiod, whan, qn thi^rhall^wed xaom ttf thO'dny of 
'>^t| i1i|ti|9y. .wutf) . theii;. voi^ i Jin. . the hymn of trinmip^t 
fPfffs^.ti^fheir e^c;s4^ ^iglorifiedLord^ :• : rr .„tn^ 

High-raised his coriqu*rirtg head ;'*— 



j«fi^iAMf ddkner of tbw'H^WfiA ttgftfairj.fiw iwfcujhtfii 
of their dramK ikajpw^u^riMM An^int'stlMlcUk^iftili 
p«rtjJD#<bg»dicrdM8»wwiiiiiwiwwiiiii» myjUMm n£'hmdfm^ 
krM<;-v44UTe ^Mlifa 9i 4hmr mnk i<» i»ik Li* ifht^iiiHl 
tJMiutiliti ■^^aU^one in Chrit Jeaw^-^'^i^iie Udyi^ffin^ 
iiiikM>'by*Moiie 6piiit^" «<<ined in 'Mie. liapOiftf siWr 
<mUM|e^v^4iliTiiig' <«en6 Ixvdytnia £utik,«tte'>kii^tiib,iiihK 
€M nd Filter tpf all, irW is ab<»r»^H; aitd^tlMai^liiil, 
aad iii'tiieii^'*lL"-^A^Ai]id then, their pdrik: ^eai'mgaiipfe 
aw laflttencei*! their pmatedevatialis** '>'!niey»«Bli7lfinam 
diein dieiqMrii- o£ the commonan of anate^^aaft mtm^ 
tMr «ia8t flecrat •and aotitary exarciiea^ fdlga w i iip fwiA 
God, Ihia imparta animatian and Tigouv -TlMif tUakaf 
theur'Vretlu!ea« • They hsne them eB:their!haa#taufi>1%ay 
ha¥« preaeot U> their minds the del^^tiUi aasoraiiaB^itlMt 
them are lavltitadee of one heart aatd oaeiaoal/withttiMBi' 
selves, -wh^, thongli separate and ev^n distant i^nfteA, 
are nniling> Iritbthem in spirit aft; the'£obtBtXKA>of«Aadi' 
Tine throne. So that, eren when thef ^:cMer'<ii|t»tafair 
:«lo8ets, and slast their' doors abent tiiena^'^lndr fiwj^elo 
their Father wha is -in aeoret," tiie^ ean aetaor lathrA- 
hf^ the Booial form ai address :.^tfae. Tery appel^aiifn 
"^ Father" remkids them in then- solitud* of the-fiftndy, 
of which Jehovah^ tike God o^aalyation^rts liie £kad^>aB^ 
of which they are hot inditidnal nieBRhe(rs>; ^and.'riifis, 
feeling themselves one with the whole ^< household «^ 
faith/^: they shy, in terms of his'Oiinl directian, .M OvR 
'fVithetf whb art in hetTen !'" tMU i ■;......). 



MitM MbkellirmiregiaDA toidivu.: QOi|tiiu]H»uaflk n . • ' i t 

MiliirtriBlecti^'tiieiprotfiiice «^<ikiima2iiilawid4 »Xh«y Imwb 

^OEtlierHM right'ta esfonty Mnr.tiiei|iowciriio^«Biot«eiMMy 

tiwiy idiafe ye t bpiratiiflL > This beliQHigi|iixohisiTelyito»'iiim 

'vffiM.akn^ilias the kaowledge andt the control of ftheJwti^. 

1ii0i«9infebBl>kft^ifi9 e£^tke ^bMath^ theiseftce^t id>eiitiiie}y 

li^fbvdritke>qplMb^iqf ImiiHDi^ BuIm actrwe for- 

rmeifly -sfaonsBdi f ou^-tlun ^are odieri jends^ of tih» inalitDtion 

bewAw teFispkdliiaL h Itt 'laa < seeiiLar eildau - '^Phere were 

(ki^'tkfiiinswllof tiitt-AirmaLegnteol^flnigiTiag'lte o^m- 

tBiatid^'lMiwfik ofiaii;aiitinrardtMBiit6ii9eral )kind^ :1iQlh.to 

ntf and iktait.i • ^ > /6I1M& iraiefitfrcift i» ^erfeodfr ^mpetont, 

f Aulnaf V ■BQOKi'ithaar «Kiii^et«it, 4l( 1 ia ^ tmpteutiifii^->i'-te eirery 

c ai lii ly govSawmwnt^ta aomteuto iaU» ildnQfllMir kiMnwLiOr 

Inidt^, I {plasadt < liyi 1 firaviteiea < >«b^ tbfii * frok»liofir and 

dMrth>]t<<iiMit8)<]airv«iiT lliia iqurlh QOiiiniluidniiffiat in the 

>dBMogiie,f'iHnle' H akfetiitaitas itfea SaUbalb as aoflrad to the 

MiefviDf dfif€U)d^'aiN3aiwi>Ubant»ti»Tar^inaA:t^^ of 4hat 

Ay^ias w&swmchfpr^fptukj iBftnaeqtsei ^kktfwbmo^ytr at- 

<#aiii^li)^ isivadeMduit %un^4md['tO(«GKlact ift frmti cftfai^rs 

ftetihis Hs^mj^A eitdb^ tiir las oredyi ai vobhei^' as if < her w«rcl to 

«)i«reili?il(lB» dienirttkfiuriBMxtie]r(Oi> Aeii! landaW^Hand this 

'iqrtAsite'of pr«fii9vty^)aa:iileUrii9ioth^ il ii^thc btiaitiess of 

t'l^pifediitaniitb-seeinrrfvfto tfeixi anbjecte, and'to pitotoefe iroia 

t^atrbttgMe&traadbanewkiitnAabatnKtiMi* / fiiuaitn goverji- 

menta cannot anthcmtatively saf toi theiriaii]]|f«et%iH.Re- 

member the Sabbath-day, to keep it hol^ ;** the spiritual 

consecration of the day being the snljecl of divine re^ui* 



tklM^dMMtllMJi hkw <Mmteltfipl«Mli,4Mdl'tDt iMtMbidaringiito 
wUckIt itottfeAK, llMy'MM nr^, "^iiiitdiiNi^hakiaatAil 
^vMfM^ '"And; when the teoilar objects ^ dbe dayiie) 
HlM'siMnired, snd those who ire disposed' >t«i-defMt> 
itr' to^^ilB higher ends are 'pfotected'inL'iH>:<doingDja]b 
appMnr to be done thet hwMHt l«we •eanMe^taniay^ 

Theee gfeneml prinei]^e8 werefomerly hud-doMfsanMiv/ 

ai'lnrge, I hvre briefly repeated tben^'liiall ^dierereiigii 

be no mastalBe m the minds of any- of myjManerBf whemi' 

qieak ^ the benefits el the Sabbatbito thh co uuiiiBM|y il> 

The' beiiefito idiieh Ireraard as its li^tiRniit»(reeah;/&0 

these whidi arise from the dne enferoement'onbdL elite 

sesOlar observtmoe^ as a day of abstinencefostaivwwtiivaiii' 

the '■ proleotiea from annoyance of tfadser' who i db^ese' hvi 

ohsferre it spiiitnally^ae a day saered'te"Qodb)» jAnd>ihsMl( 

beMeflts are grsot and* manift>ldi^^it hdS''beeib>flUead5l} 

netieed, what an emoant of injury .wouidOailBci tb^dW) 

heslsh, comfort, cleanliness, and 4ifeyf'of<*the'7<mo8ilihf»^ 

classes of society, from the eetsadon of thn'MSOMh da^ 

inCenwission of labonr, and the iminten«pted'hndinlil]|w<' 

lieved pressure of theil* wearing^wt teihu ; Kew, whatCMS^ 

operates injurionsly on these is essentially jftv^oAvfoA W^ 

the community; of which '»hesltiiy,''yigoMos/tieleanly^' 

comfbitable population is^ the! beauty, the streh^h, «ill'< 

the'secttidty; — By the suspensibii of labeer en «hsj|fday4»< 

tbAibvttCed'eatlon as w^ as to4tlatt•himsei^''thelieri^(itf ' 

this<lew^r'lrorld is, moreover, profitably venfinlBMi itiUm^ 

own^idq»^Hidam^, aMd of ^e du<y:'4f4mki>n4in^theisiMi*'>^ 

mepts ^'hUttiiaaliy^attd mei<^. "^^'Ont-tfasf Sabbtflhv/^sajrt^ 



naduonfiiMb^tUt mikmk.^lmtibf^thm v^Af^lMli^iMpiWi 

nglitfidf 4iDe1C;reatolr> iotlMmsdft a0»ifP!^l]|,A^.ui tt^)$|%^]^. 
iwUKfiMngi tbnt-hiiB^ iH^Bt right over; 4ke|i(Ti9 4w«94 ^^PS/tk 
tlifi geHii<>J»f'i&6i8i]^rioivliOrd.r.: Jtds tkii^J^c^t^ t^i 

and so to infuse a pervading spirit of gentleness and gMk^ 
im%rtr8p«itosingl tter jbiifth«r'^90l49««(^ it$<»#Vf <#Alffe, 
m iiliii w i ii g tthgittatiwrttl tiiAi)ae(b4^,;^d,4i&99«gloyQi9im^ 

d itf i wi itiauoo 3itr smaier^ Ihtfk maly W fUji-tvodoB^eii^i^iMp 
TheydnaTixaiibfiirtdj^refate tb«-fPe^|a}0iHle^K)£tllrv^^teiiV 
goitl^ dfadiiOYflrsprfned' t toMd ! g riMNB% ^^ iiiM)Qnsj|^li9Mr wiM-. 

not oMififartiii^r wotiHr itk ^Ktra^diilksqfiQM^f flsidUlig^tq^ 
tlwfjdbiiiifjiribyenltnddoiaili^ i^adrf^kOfiM^spov^^t. 

th(haaU»(£'afimMiAi^ ti0*ntii^hm B^tiiftdMiid 

thitedt BdaamkiOvrovfTibi the •firstc.^laocb ilb/l^«r<HQ«jq3»{ 
cosdilioiirx>faljBdlintr^ jl(, (^Sjungliirrt^bei a ^te/nrf.poMHr 

ougfat^ihudlroufSNnv'to; Jh»y«Hiut}f€yej9eil«i^idlyr0i^ Jitftt-Mhr 
dinwrjiiDCHBdijtiwi, not'«n«4luM|^4irbkb •foiri9!i.tliesr«x«i8pfeiwi|i 
a«4 l3Sis^Ntiq§? which the wa^i^lit ofoeyiBvy.&ifnd.^'h^' 
caiMiti;f^«i^«£ i9AnkM'i»Usti:eifer<ibe^^therl^^ 
b4Mu'.'''*'^Bnt,r8i9cie tb9ii99E^pibi^n^may>A^ a€|f»fdlioi; 
oodif^and jit ia indbfieiuiaUe'lhfii e^raiiy <yoimt]^ 
vUieAiftrtt i^lieiiiwebemtQr'fl^^ we hftTi^)-l)9fi7ambrkt 
finirti^ thifrtJminiajnlity' lyid; gentkneai ^^\tM4fhh^(ffbMk) 
fcHilrfod^jirithififkridiiQ^iimidity iimi^ iapttft'i^leaf^teihf^ 

oe^uM«i!ttMd«a^WtsfjdtHif 1^ 



liAnly tMWi^ akiii bciitefevodtyiftiviiiiiidntSB^ 
lUim^imf^ to Ibe^i^'war l»t ^ii^iatis ittwdy ddfi^^ 
ittid«9'«ll ^efeiudve war «hi«ld be tha r«ah oftiiMtaitf) 
ml tie dictate of duty,.^t ia the fonnaf^Bo* tii0iiili*» 
wM<sii oagbt to be in reqiiitition, i t to p iy y , p ibwiploA 
diliMiiimed oevrage* And is ther^ tiioi, aiAhroiDeibe^ 
liireen' suek courage aiid famnaiHty? Tbe-Yegrjfjremw^ 
Chielty is tbe more frequent associateynot of icewafi^ 
btit of con'^ardioew . - * • ua^-fn.-. 

Tbene are few thin^ ef greater conte^uenoe 4o 4le 
peabeand prosperity of a fiommunitT^ aad>.te» tbaf>«iiiin 
wMch 9S strength, tiuia the maintaiaing^ ef.a g^oodiaiv^ 
standing between the different orders of ite•poplljhUB0■,•4r 
er right state of reciprocal feeling between the >h^ asd 
the low, the rieh and the poor. And .|o tihia; fow^^dniffs 
ean more effectually contribute, than, thf ijit being -eoi ilw ii ri 
before their eommon Creatois and rmumkiA thftt hijbe 
iiord is the Maker of them all,"-*4-eminded)jaf tMto can- 
man origin, their common dependanoay'spd-tlheic eemmon 
ligations. << If ever the poor^maa holds aphia hcs4' 
sajs Dr« Paleji '^ it is at iehiirch ;' and if erer <die;mkiMa 
views him with^respect it is there: andfaMbttwittiibe 
better, and the pnbliemore profited, the oftener Aeyitnest 
TO a situation, in which the conaeionsoess of digmtyintbe 
oae is tempered and mitigated, andthe li^rib lof the ^Atf 
erected and confiimedL'' ■ / 

' But there are benefits fipom <^ Sabbatic to the > com- 
munit)^ of a h^er ordeiv The day iOficelMSitioii.dJOia 
^$tMy toilis the day also of public aBsemtiliny vfor ; the 
worship of Grod ; when hiftown people nieet ; when tbey 



geqpeir^t^di^ii'ttudtkiideB'twe^iby wwioiiB motiineihfbroi^bt 
t^ottariitO' htat ^ymk^mi Godii when. .t^ongfti»d<i>»<rf 
iliMlliiiii iiil iiiUi II 111 111, toreceivfr ita' 8ahil;a^. tiiiertawiOtMw^ 
JkiUfir^i^lkppiiifBriate to their age and eapacitia»;.!wJba« 
¥flHoiia« • other neana* are put in openulMMb, fl^r enUg^tr 
€tti^ ]gm«iraii€^,» and suhdubg depiavity, «id,tunii»g 
aii9Hara 6-timi'^'the«»or'of thair wEy." .iAfMrt*fiKHai*tJbe 
present and everlasting profit thus accruiBg to individuf^a, 
tAe incveasa'ff the numher of thoae who are sajriiigly eon*' 
'4b ODdnis the very highest of all- hlassings.to.fi. 
ry^i f < ilagadlyi inaa >may aeoff : Jrti t^ asaerti^H}: ; hut 
iti»iiolty'4»ritheit' scoffing, the less true, nor is the hless^ 
•ing the less ' real i-^miy^ even the scoffers themaelves may 
taidii^ecdy pariiGipatetiii it, at the very time when they are 
^itenMessly: arid'ptfofiuiialy sedrnuag it. ^€k)d'8 eye \& 
«|pon thks righteous ; his ear is apen to their cry :* and 
fov tkejtr aatbe^nfor the favour he hears them, and in 
iinswier to tkeiirfirayen^ majoy a national calamity may be 
alrefted^'apd HaAy a public blessing bestowed. ''My 
^dwly salidfaopes for tha weU*being of my countrjr," says an 
•f^mftient Christian philanthropist,* '^ depend, not so much 
iiwiher 'fleets end atones^ not somucbon the wisdom of 
'tt«r rcden^dr the^rk of her people^ as on the persoaaion 
that sh^ istiU^ tymtiiinis mioiy whos m a d^nerate age> 
love and obey the gospel of Christ ;'«n :th« fkamble 
«mst,*'tlftiat the iilM*eeSBiena of these may still be:pre- 
^^fifyatyi mad* that vfir ihfe sake of tb^ie Heaveo may 
'«itilli'UH|kiitijpoi^'«s with an eye of fkroWM*! Spdiam 
-Mill af-.i/i. . .ii>'.ii) »;i«-'*WflVferiWce*'' " h'^'l'u >.'ii.-.' ■ • 



ltt#dhiM.:dM. openUaott. ©f a principle,— «.p;^pi^ ^ 
H^yrade^. .Umi ^tire mdminiftration of diim^pi^^fl^ 

JSOQriiifrql?^ to admit of our di*PWii«g,it*Tfj#€fjf^g|f;^ 

mmlyt of afiuthfiil Oo4 ]toitheia.tM/<WlWffijr-7r1wA^ 
J8 jifKtLmA<Mit 0oiind scriptural, r^^9PP^. )k>:^v^ ^^f^ifk^ 
lkftJ»S0dij wqM. way pronounce it, ^ .^.Jfto^off 
flba.iofirf spirit of patriotism and of Sn^^f.SBt^l^ 
pnf dfle and tilia cawi to the.metroppjiia,^ Wf.fWPfffRfnrf 

hjriff • Wo l*han^ resort JMrfthaftdf all tbe'enAh,^-' "^^i n«>'T»:vw 

I nn ' 'Gh«i|aa^d irkh ill <ittnplejii<Mi$ of MviVfadi 'f < .< ; ri (.m[ ni 

^lU ' AM,vott«4wUhallmmw; Ji^wboiiaJw ^.. .,„i,^^^ 

Much that I lov^f and more that 1, admire. 
'•■'■ ' ■■ And all that labtor;—- "'-■"''' ^'''" '"^^^'^i'V' 
''^^ '" ' Ten rigbleotnr would have Wv1ii-«1$ity(|»hc^> <{iM'ti:ifK)n'iq 

-nn >!--'-'iindThottb««tiiiamyrighA90m«^W4Ufof^.thf«rpr r-mTcw 
_ , . . , That ^flt pi^eeerree ,thee ; more corrupted else, , , 

And therefore more obnoxious, at this hour, 

"•' " Than SodAiblnliwdiyliadpoWwr't^Tiii- ^» ♦^^^ 'f* '^'^ 
)'>i>ii ' iTor wh#tal God IumHI hit Ahraham^pleM jn iraiiii^t lir»H 

« , Th^e 18, moreover, an influence (as these lines indeed 
/^gest) — a moral and spiritual influence, exerted on tKe 
^13^|aimunity by these, its Christian men^bers. Ther^ is a 
^\ yu^e fhat goes out of them/* in their respje^tiire spheres 
Itpth ^.<^f hi^h/er and of lower life ; there is a re8tpdniiu[ 
i^jl^o^ei^awing power, in their holy and, cofisistent , e3^am<; 
{|^f.iwhicl^opeia|;es fayour^ibly pn the. general character 
of. th? PODulation. Now, it is chiefly by means of the 



25? 

iSat^' tHe Kpirit 6f tni^'i^R^ ^^ke^'op^tod^'aiiM^', 
H&flf'Hi^' ^'Aalt of Ae etatlT' is ^et^iited fi*(rfA ^^kfi^ 
\bl^ iti «^6mr/' and so from loi^g its ' a»ft7p^«r^iiMMI 
vttVctil Th" cheicking the spread of eomi|fti6ir.'^'^Ai!Nl 
9e%d8 Im^' tiiie from the begmnhig, it id "ti^^^'tlW, 
itef %i3I*1iold tni6 tb the end, tibat it is 'MgirteOiteiMM 
4lkHi ex^e^ &'niKdbn.''--.Et%n-l^e^eneml'o«tw6i^ 
yttikAti 6f the Sabhtfth has alidppy effect ih'^iff^iiih^^a 
tUorid^ 'decl^cy'mnong th^ |UhIie. ' It opemtes likb*ti6aiii»- 
fi(rb fiiedUthie Iii the political body, <xmnteitH^hig th^'mMld 
pOigoU^T'itifld^lfty and sin, and contribatiMgto liM'fim^ 
serration of itsibeallh and Bovrndnefs* It. ivdQ.be found, 
in point of fkct; that, by a natural i«eipreoati)6n, in pro- 
portion as tnioitd profligacy gpi^edds/ the "Sabb&th is dis- 
regarded and profaned,— -and that the disregard and 
profanation of 'the 'Sabbath may be assumed as a pretty 
correct te^'6f the 'prevalence of profligttey. Infidels are 
aware of this. !i1iey see the value of the Sabbath, as one 
of the great safeguards of Christianity; and they have 
bent their energies t6 its abolittofek Our. own infidels 
have set themselves, in turbulent hostility, against the 
efforiis of those who unite to maintain its sacredness. And 
what was the introduction of t^cod'e.v by the atheisiliiQ 
revolutionists of iFrance, but one of the means by WWch 
tliey sought the extinction of religion, and the'dism^tion 
^ ail its salutary restraints ? Tlie policy of tJi6 old'ket- 
pent was in the dievice. ' As an additional ^^i-S^if of tnfe, 
and a further iiicitement to Christians to p Ji>ni<iie/l>t' sH 
-means in*£Iieir ^ower, '^he due olbservance'oi uk oa&Dath, 



tbeiriilidfieidi ic«i»eer,ti.r#iia «£- the first .atepf wb^^mt^^minmt^ 
o^jf»^ii«d*i{iioflNg;i4S3ry «bA tarinie^ whidbilMi<»iteiiniiittd 
hkAeitettsrOPOiisthea^affiDldi ";;i " ^i • ^r*.. {{iifv 

lA^hm^ib no otlkar nafekm can •Teri sastaiBlAtor mw 
rtlalioiii» J«]iO¥ahy m. that mwhicbinicimU; Israel «tood^ 
yei^tfrem his prcwiisesy and : threalqaflag^ . and tonimtij ^ib- 
wavda driat peo^e^ tke geoeiriyistnite of the><ttTiiteiiiidB^^ 
tWocubfeot-iiovr Veforeua^ as well aSiOai^n^ta fair otheo^ 
iliaf -be ^eleady bimI impressiyely learned. Oxa^tteHJkiimk* 
taansa pvamise :«^'< If tlieu turn ai^ray .thy ib^ttt^frtail'tfce 
SabbaiK* from doing, thy pleasure cm flay. ^ Jholy- >ds;r»' ^aad 
call the iSabbadF^ deiight, the boly o£ (he Lot^'hsimnt 
ablo ; and shalt honoilr him, net doingi thine inwtoxfSKfnf 
•noF finding thine own plaasnre^. nor ^speaiungithttiifi 109ml 

words: THEN SfiULLT THOU lHSI«ieHT.iTHarSBAFi.i||ri«ViiSl 

Ijord, and I will qausb thbb xo JoiKfl v^nvmmiWim 

P&ACBS^OF THB EABTH, ANI) WII4«lE^BBD:'IJHfi]|<:Wi'9& TW 

HteniTAas OP Jaoob THV Fathbb: .BQB/r<B.Meinpprei) 

THE iiORD HATH fiPQBJGN IT* The ptrOHlise; dl9^)Liik^ 

regiu'ded«s ^edgkig the dirine word U^lnttueL^ that^j^4il 
this and in other respects, they were willing and obedieB$» 
they^ should ^joy . the &Y0ur and blessiilg of die : G10A' rf 
their ifatibersi^^'-^hat he wonld crown them with. yietuMry 
ovei ail di^enaBies and oppressofrs, andtpmt thewtW 
pUBsessiold^ aa^ asecnrity against theislfhture AStautei^Of die 
lo^y etrong-haldsv -and << nuniitions of vooks,'* w vAnnh dl^y 
haft tuoBted; thittihe'firDiild astabHah;thennii»;Ae.pniwii> 



dMa^whiak Hm Uessiigi <)fMt]k».Al]tiigkt]r)UnMlf ' ^«M 
cAflBiddita yields And^ ib Ito Miip(b:iil'Vietr«f it^-^he 
pvooMseJirtindi in hamionieus cantrast witk tlM»e tihrMIM 
euig«nof difpleaeiire^ Mud dispessessms and gaffenng^ 
winch are elsewhere attached by the jprophets t# the vio^ 
lathni otf'^e wnae precept : — ^ If ye will not hearken wnto 
idm^nfoi' ■jBOddjom' Tsn 8ABBATn^BAY^ and not to baiAr 
a'bniMiv even enteiing in at the gates of Jemsaleni 
onutheiSahbatb^dajr;' then wiU I kindle a fire in the gates 
thnvddi^ and it >riiall deronr the palaces of JemsalMn, and 
ituakfldi inot^t^e ^enohed:'' — ^* But the house of Ismei 
recalled ^t^ganat^ikiein ^e wUdemess : they walked notioi 
myietaitBttes^ and tiliey desjnsed my judgmdnts^ which^ if a 
nan ^koyhei shall eVen live in ttem; and my Sabbaths thiw 
eRBAvnir pomiDTBD X then I said, I wtrald pour out my 
fiiyy'upan'thflm/hr^die wilderness, to consume them. But 
I i1»oi:^tilbl*'niy' name's sake, that it should not be pol- 
l«e^*beiA^lAie' heathen, in whose sight I brought them 
ofAi) (¥et ahwl lifted up my hand unto them in the wilr 
deraift, that I would not bring them into the land ^duch 
I'ftadigpven them, flowing with milk and honey, which is 
ihe^l<irf of all lands; because they despised my judg* 
m»niiii^ and walked not in my statutes, but polluted my 
SastoAn^Rs: for theur heart went afii»r their idols. Never- 
thaiMss mine eye 'Spared them from deBlax>3ring them, 
iMAtherdid'i.nlake an md of than mthewildemess. Birt 
I Md unto <«teir children in the wilderness, Walk ye not 
in die 'Statutes of your fathers, neither observe their judg- 
moffts^ nor defile yourselves with their idols. I am the 



liwy\iUalllMr|il»givb«lw«^'iiie $mA^fm)^Ait^j^iml$f^miim 

^liildMn'velMlled agoiiist'iiie': they widked' wM: toahif 
«lMtiitk^t<ii«H^er kept my judgmentM-iOid^ ihrnd^-mhiAfM 
grniti'dOylie'Bhijdl c»?«a lir§ in them; they F^LlMnrBD' Mr 
ibvBBAT^; then I said, I would f^tif*fmtm^ihufm/m 
thtnii t« tKsiiotiii^ith my aiig«r «ig(«fai«l>1ihi»n>lliidi«Hrfldw 
iiMs. ' N«vertfaekiss I withdrew itiisi^'%JaiUI;<«nirw«oii^ 
fcr any name-s sake, that it ihoaM fiot 'hcf ^ll«tedf«4iiEA 
(H(^ht7«f tiiehsatheii, in whose sight lihrett^htdiewJAwtk 
itlifted< up' mine hand unto then fldsd- m {k^-'vriM'Mimi 
ihBLt I would scatter them among ths'heatbeM^ aad'ditpsM 
dbekn through theotMnitries ; because thiey had nai BixiaaM 
ay judgments, hat had despised myatatatear inlftilMi 
KMLBUTED* BIT SiVBBATHS, and theireyes were aib^Kuthifif 
fiithers' idola" '^ To ti^ realizing* ai soeh' thiQatMdDgi^pi 
thaae^Nehemiah wast be considered ds<liayh:ijf>h«dT afa r to » 
whan he thus ebnteisded with the Sabbstli^eiikersiidfiifli 
^iKfs evm with the <«iioble8 of Jndah'U-tf < What ekil ddUg 
is this that ys do^'inid protoe the Sabbatb^by^ »Didtfot 
yaw fhtbttrs^thias^'and did not our God hting-al^ftiuli Mi 
upott ua,'and upon this city?' ITet ye bring moraiririMA 
vp«n Israel, by pro£uiiiBg>the='JSabbath."f '■ - • ^ ruth ^l. 
v^It -is -verf obrioas, that communitiei^aB gach,>iiiaiatM8 
ihc^laiA^eatS'iof jadioial ▼isitation^'^nilyf'in* this wol4d:»» 
andrithttlu ^Mrer-fs a fRrine^lei'of iiatiaiihli'velnbatiw 
according to which — (although in a way that may many 

* Jeiem. xvU. 27. Ezek. xx. ]3— Si. f Nehein. xiii. 17, 18. 



tum)r^^e drntm^ft of f|Mt>TideiiM tibdim9A\m»^ 

tkftEQfeivdirMW DfgwlHbecl^ Mt oMTeAd jTM^oTiOf iUwi Bibfevcali 
f tea ji ii i Mfj^ »Ilhfri(»tttfwing[^ tonffl wg e tiiQoifihjfJer^mahf 
wiaiM nm doob^ in ^the first iiiMtan««9 JloiitbMernvtitiilt 
liMi')liiagdonii» againsl; ;irhicli expi^s • HuesMgoft .oC^^ntiiii^ 
atiOB iouiitMett -dictated' to tke pI^llel8,.it0^^fI}yfdjMnfe 
<iiHpRilRkMBd:-ft«tb«t!4be)rifia enidfiiitlyf owitidii:4ii^gx»flMil 
p0|if«|de>tif ftheidi)«ii<)i9uteiwstm^ i$f < wliiolftit veqnifdv 
•i^(iii>/iiii^»]3tdjU8tiMr|r of -theiwoiid^ahowwrthe^afn 
plfraAieoi^«#fff(>»4't)<tr}mt itMtttttt:iL«kfdl,i^i^iOOiiceniiiig^ 
aiSHiti«i^<bnitNp!90hdii)g .» kingdoin, .to ipludA: u|>,7«iKdi^ 
pnHiideJrtiiKaiift tot deiito'oy it ; if dttt[iiifttlo«|iftgaip0ti>wiuiiil 
lAaaeL\pifmomMioA^*iwtn fiNnDcthebt<eyil>ti wiUoiqwiitiidB 
Aeiool'thaA Itikoagbtto /doiuato.itlwiiuwuAiMlvflttwhifei 
iMiaiitjI shalLfl|wak<c»ilcmniki^ a^natiM^ andmnibMpifi^ 
aSullgdoift, iiOtMk^ >andi to> plaat dt |i <if it do, mk int myi 
•igi^f^itlMdii>itiiibeykAdt>iiiiy-:«iiio«, tken J wHI repl9nt^£itte 
||pHidicili^r6ifiitj» t s»idl#oiild>benefittli^ 
l!ftiB'ttheroii^»t)diite.<Millie ^feslbraotioii «£. indsyidnftls^ is-.ateo 
^ftUb iol8 catii^ of 4^1611*111% of Btilioii». v<T)D9yv^eirisk m^r 
IbliBitkeir 4fi^aities<M'e,AillJ!it»^If]lhes0;,i;lu^ 
IM i£itli^iiiiiis»dttit4mw. doNTO tike wv»tb:^'6o4 ^n eony 
]taititiQ»*ai» both' tke sins to betfoand in the public ooofn 
cils and acts of theirs govenijuieiils^ijuBd. at the,.«^ tio^ti 
the iCoUeotire aggregate. of the- sitis of indiyidiials/^^alay 
WO: tiot,r with good teason^ peokon among the* gsoiinds^df 
afj^dwoHonhftHri laiir isountifry^ftJ^e lamentaUo aailiinlM^ 

./i!i>ii» /r.'fi sjnli yt;// j; ii. -^^ijjy-a'^u^ ^- '«!// ut \ifiUno'j'.»i* 

♦ Jer. xviii. 7—10. 

- 1 The Prospects of BritaiD, by James Doaglaf, Esq. of Cavers, p. IS. 



i iblwrfh n iti fl wifittn ?"--•" tltji^'^'^rm bnv, -^iRutiti^^^i on 

der typical language, it laGCiMMMeff tf^iflibftlM 
ity of j^iritual blessiiigs. He who deligbted m. the Sahbath 
diould have a laig»* and larger measure of the highest and 
ridiest of all privilegefih— delight in the God of the SabbatL 
He would ** lift npcm him the light of his countenance:" 
—.He would ^^ manifest himself to him, as he doth not onto 
the world :"^-He would ** come unto him, and make kis 
abode with him," and fill his soul with the joy of his sai- 
TAtion ; thus putting the song of gladness into his lips— 
*< This Grod is our God for erer and eirer : he will be oor 
guide even unto death :" — He would ** braise Satan oa- 
der his feet shortly," and give him a full and final Tidory 
over all the enemies of his salvation — over << prindpaU- 
ties and powers, and the rulers <^ the darkness of tini 
world, and spiritual wickednesses in high places :"— -and 
He would> in the end, give him complete and inaUenable 
possession of the inheritance above,— 4he inheritance,' 
couched under the promise of the earthly Canaan, and 
typified by. it, — the inheritance that is " inoormptiblet 
undefiled, and that ^eth not away."--<< The mouth of 
the Lord hath spoken it." 

Is not the general lesson of all this to Christians, tkat 
it is their duty to be sensitively jealous of every encroach- 
ment on the sanctity of the Sabbath, — jealous of it in them- 
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selvcpy jealoii* of. al^a otjbcvB (-— tad tfail; they should leave 
no legitimate and accessible means luUsied^.ftQr akeeknig 
tlie pvogvess of its profiyMitiony andpromoiliif^ iitt scoklptu- 
Bfjijqhserranoe ? — ^In one diseovorse moDC^<we shaUioda- 
aidea fvrbattkese means are)--^aad close the entfaraisiilisject 
(Tf«t^ aoma general improvement. .,:.,/<, 
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Mark iL 27. 

« The StAhaHh wa» made far mch.** 

Thes£ words I had CNM»8icm formerly to qvotei m 
of the SablMrth having been inatitated for maitkimi < 
tally, and not for the Jews alone. Bui they eoqn 
tiling more than the uniyersality of iJie inatitiitioii^'^liHy 
intimate its benerolent purpose. It was in hunpmBjmA 
die twofold diaracter of God, as <' light" and ^ km;?' As 
dictate at once of holiness and of kindness^ - It wai 
for the benefit of the creature, in union, of eomse, 
tiie glory of the Creator. That it is eminently teed It 
subserve both these ends, it has been the oljeot af temsr 
discourses to show. In proportion, then, as our minds are 
impressed with the number and magnitude of the beusiti 
resulting from the observance of the day, and of the mis- 
cfaiefii ensuing from its neglect and profimation, we should 
be solicitous, by every legitimate and aooessible means, ts 
promote the one, and to check and suppress the odier. 

All the commands, and ail the institutions of J^ovah 
are the dictate of love ; and those who disregard and vio- 
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late them << forsake their own mercies." There is, in their 
disobedience, as much infatuation as there is impiety. 
They injure themselves, while they dishonour Grod. 
What, then, should be our aim on the present subject ? 
— ^what the practical problem which we should seek to 
work out? Certainly, to fulfil the divine intention, in 
bringing from the day as ferge an amount as possible of 
advantage to man, and of glory to God. But alas ! this 
is not a problem which requires only that we maintain in 
its purity, and preserve from corruption, a newly insti- 
tuted ordinance ; — ^that we keep what is now duly observed 
from falling into aieglect and. prostitution. It is not a 
problem of prevention merely. It is, to a melancholy 
4hMM^m»' [Nroblem. of oonrectimi and reformation. The 
«viia*jiitBady abound. .They are gpreat and manifold,— of 
4Mii9>slMidingf taid^^ diflbnilt -reaiovaL- . We have not 
' m ut el y ^toi ipOBw ar r e a sound oonfltitution in its healthy 
lalHlet iwe hatre4»>€beal, in the way of cure, with one that 
a# Aleaody a pvey to virulent and deadly distempers. This 
mmtam> th» case at^onoe- the more limportant and thib 
*M»af0rplexnig ; hnt^ withal, the more peremptoryin its 
,on the united counsels and eaergieu of: thb 
of Qo4. ' ■ . < -■■■>. 

'/^19he&ct of moat extensive, open, and daring profiMa* 
^iWNijof the Lord's davy is not less sure than it is;aianninfr. 
The iM^mpUbti and lamentataons of the most enlightened 
OHiciiliaas of all denominations, in tiie south of onr island, 
.are. loHd and deep* . They represent the evil as ^having 
<< roadbed jihei^t which renders it an element not Issa 
*^ of pdilieaL danger thanpf moral cormption//— «s << out- 
/< raging atttiieaiuiotitiefl of rejigiony .«U thAidtoenoifa of 

N 
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dkhwo."" itriailigirteg^pBBwntfiiio BO mvidiitit«a 
innkoii «f iJw degnm- te'>wliicfa^ m Modi and moiik ft- 
ippeetiTvly, 1^ outngv'agniut the laws o£ God iad ^ 
«tir eomtay proTsSa. Ftrom wme of the mera flapaat 
wnih whkh there ^oall xMat lottdly for i nter fereaee aid 
refofuk, we«re wBye^mnAl&tm hethaakhlfyrM^hafh 
pily Iree^ But we have enough, and far HKnii.'thaB 
enough, to deplore; and we are in danger of its iaoiteaaa. 
Indigenous and importisd abuses are, in rapid auoccaiion, 
n^earing amongst ns; and, mstead of our mMim 
neighfaeurs leamnig freas wdnt rmnains of the etak^k of 
oar sober sabbatical habits, there is a £h" greater hanrd 
of onr catching Ae oontagion of their augmenting ^pMi»> 
gney, and of oiar becoasii^, nmtnally, comipten lif eseii 
^odier. It 18 very ti«es and we rejeiee to admit ttftthat 
in oar large cities and towns, the streets, ait the shvaral 
tenrs laf assembling for pubMo worship, do still pveaM; a 
i^ectaele faigidy anlnating and hnposmg ; idbie ^eemid ef 
the eknrchwgoing beii" drawing thoasands, in att'divBei' 
dons, to th» iuMse of 'God. The eye of strangers' is mf^ 
tf^ated by this; and inferences mnch too faiomahte 
(would that they were otherwise I) to the generaddmr- 
-aeter of oar popolation, are drawn frooi it, «nd are made 
the basis of many an eloquent eolegmm, and of many a 
higk4ifmn description, with imnck more in it of Bntopia 
tiian of :Scoliand as k is. i^as4 w4ist midtitades are ftr 
^hm'Wise oecmpied t^UMi in ^ding thmr way to the sans- 
«oary,<to hear and to worship there I By what mdtilndes 
h 'the ^Sunday ilneomparaldy the worst-spent dny in ^ 
'woeki^ AM^^4ii 4hf0se who d*/ I^Mun vario^ motives, 
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alAaid at ekurohy how mmj an /diefe byxwhom what 
rMMiB» af thft day i» miserably daseeratedi m aa endless 
fiitiltiplicity of ways-; their kicoBsisteBcy fas mctt'e than 
Qeutralkii^ the ^iact of their church-goiag example I 
Itifl an i^ppalUng thoag^ and an in^cal«Mi ef the ten* 
deseiea of our faUen nalnre as affisetiiig aad humbling^ afr 
it is tnghtiulk, tiiat more eanme shouhi be peipetroted oh 
thtt* Sabbath than en all the oAes mx days of tho wedc 
to^^er. What » handle this to. infidelity! Whal) aa 
axpamewbof praetieal eogeney^ to the man who pleads Ibr 
tha*aMiiieih o£ the day, as ia expenenoe more noxious 
tihan tafaitaryl Do^ly satisfted as we ase^ that the aiv 
giHMOn t. is. unsowidy^-^^hat, evea settin^^ aside divine 
autiMirity^ it is feittided on partial aad fidbuHOUfr. g^ounds^ 
-^jfot how desirous should we be^ by ei/«ry possiUb 
maawa, toi take it out of thselips of the oavillar, by puttia^. 
an >«nd'to its practical existeaoe I 

TIm ^estion now before us, then, is — What are the 
meam to be employed, for checking the profonation, and 
promoting^ the ehsenr«ace, of the Sabbath? They must 
be meaaa which unite, as far as possible, effioieaoy of 
cqmatMMi^ with Legitimacy of princi{de. Such as have, or 
aiwWL to have, the former without the latter, we dare net 
em|Aoy; and such as have the latter without the former, 
we should employ to little purpose. 

There ia nothing whieh I should more, stooagly depre- 
oale, thaa the interference ef human laws in matters of 
rdsgion. And I am awarO) that the very mention of such 
a tiang, ia eeaaexion with die Sabbath, will stir up, in 
goatO' bosoms att the jealousy e£ theiur dissenting princL* 
plea, la the religioua view of the Sabhath, I am aa 



1'>faiiftM'(dAl"«^ 3^ fcf6(A!eetidli lhe'di»«)^M<'f(ttf(te4y 
iHHae^'idtf '^Ul^e^y ¥«pMite% 6;ift^Hfed^tO;''llletwtoifmie 

'tiii^iely gb: TSV^ii ih fUi» €«p2litUAeti(; vKe^ 'Wf «><lifllttbl- 
^ % ^d"lay(d»ift§^^f>iagttH^Ti:24iid-h 



l|f^4^9l^rPr«fmt,^),4Qr. , A»d lippB.,$)wp .gTipfm)^ i^f^d^r 

fiwi^fl^iPPWipl^ a»d well-inteptiwi?d %^9l^Mf,]gQ,)^' 
yoWji.l^iWj limit*, and out of. iJt^ir ^h^^y,,^^nd;tthie 
,4JiffipiiMi^.^ dji^ ca^, ^ve,fe^ii.^|dtipH^d|,^X,fljfli); i^^^- 

J$l^,.t]](/e ^e^/^rMi^lvawiiiai! of ^d^4;^i.^j8H^|cu, ,©^t 

,j|^^wio%M«koidd ii9tJ^Otal)o.wed tp.,.Umd and {^r- 

^;rf9*t oiir j«dgaieiits, and aairy usi.away tQ^.tbp oppqsjite 

,/ ffi jt F ftnK ft .. . We m|]^t not .rflojirouwlvesi.tfl fiwgeti t^ifc, 

j|lWlH»Wb tli^ .^mcip^ ;^ds, ,of ,t)ifl. Sfabl^U^ ace 4>pM:iti^«J, 

.^re.iMre those wUch are.subQ^umte and 'ftecniUtr ; tjl^it 

tMp^are not lo be overlooked; and that it ja to ,^^at- 

tflijm»Jit,vi th0se:4l^t th^jfi^atv^es apd.p)99a^i%gf hu^ian 

.J^if^atioii should be directed. To tJvb they^^f^ cfu^pe- 

eeolij; ,to thi9 they are obliged^; bnt by thl^ ^y ,9^gb^ to 

bfflimited* Thqre,mii9t be no legal requjftiil^,^^en- 

ig^mf^mff^^iO^ifk fsoKM^MiY^o^^W^v of.>at$e^4i|ii^.<fyi,4i¥{ifie 

^pinlWpit 4lMr4«fMf;«^ J»Miidf^ The 
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'<&atiT^ f ifl i uiU tfy , Ae ^iDlaAe of pitidple ivid <€ fw» 
^Kflpontioii; ^bA ib' ^[iinte beyond ilM ppovkioe %f >My 
rathority b6iie8di tt6 SupraM.* N^^tlieir Brant vneM w 
ftoy InloiioFiiiiOo ifidi tin private and doiiicjMBo^iiiodflB'Oi 
ipendixi^ Ae day. B^ tii^y e^vr so incoiMislertt vMtfi fte 
iqpiiitiiBl natttrQ and ends,— — 0vw so nnck oppoaedy ittf 4ni 
reiFpefct, to the mind and w91 of Him by Wbom ''4ib fMb* 
balh was made for man," — ^tb«re must be no 'Wx^tioDS 
system of domiciliary yisitatdon and inqoisitorial espikmapey 
•—no haiMsIng encroaohment on the priwoies of ¥Sti^ 
no inteifsreace widi any mode of passing ti» tuae^ Iklft 



« By I EUc. 0. S, ffc was enacted* that '< all persons not hu,iiag s 
TCiMmtflAs-^««mM, sbitll resort to <heir paririi church or diapel («r Is 
asne my ggs g ati^ «f MMfions wonMp aUowsd bf latfr) «n nwiy li i 
day, on paki of pvnishiiBenC by'tha osssams af theobiirs^ or<f .fiNdtit- 
ing one shilling to the poor for every snohoffenoe.'*— And by 3 Jsa* 
1. e. 4, these penalties are ordained to be "leried by the ohnroh- 
wardens by di str es s , on the warrant of one Jnttice.**-— And ^< hs tsHt 
was sibsent firom his onm parish; diandi was to be pat In fum 
. where he did go to a place of worship. *» 1 Hawlc e. 10.— DJalrsn 
son's Exposition of the law, relative to the office and duties of s 
Justice of the Peace, Vol. iii. p. 458. 

All this is tdtra viret. It is what honMin laws hav« BtfAing^^i 
with. The attempt to carry sodi enaotnaents into cAct woaM !»• 
evitably give rise to all that was ridiculous, as well as to all that wai 
partial and irksome, in oppression. One cannot but smile to tlunk sf 
such an attempt being made now-a-days. Our Justices of the Pisaesi 
(coming into court with •*olean bands*' ^hemsslvas, =sf oaane)ta be 
judgss -of what constitutes a ** reasonable excuaa,** for abaanea fnm 
cburah !— 4ind all who could not give a good acoeunt of themadvcs 
to be amerced in one shilling a-head to the poor for each offence! 
If such a ftne were impartially leiried, wt should IttrAy nead fooi^ 
jates. 
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does BfOt disturb public pe^tfi, nr ;(niqMuis can fmblic decOH 
mm* J£ compakioii caoaot, on. aofr right;., prinoiple^ be 
applied to the public duties of r^ligioa^ sftiU less cau it to 
those which are personal and doioestia»* 

The chief difficulty^ on our present subject^ howerer, 
oven when we have ascertained the genesal principle of 
the propriety of human legislation for securing the tem-r 
pond ends of the Sabbathi is, to define the limits of bgal 

* lo HuB^*t Cominentaries en the Criminal Law of Scotland, a long 
succession of statutes is referred to on the profanation of the Sabbath, 
cxfettding, at various intervals, from 1508 to 1668. Into the provisions 
«f (these multiplied statates, whether obsolete or still in feree,— «r, in- 
deed, iato the law of the case, in its practieal detail, either in Scotland 
<Dr in England, it is not at all. mjr. purpose, or wiUiin my province, to 
enter. The distinct discussion of the different enactments ; the inquiry 
respeetiof each, how far it is correct in jHrinciple, and within the pro- 
per epbtre- of haman authority $— how lar capable of exeeutum ; -and, 
if so. enable, how far oaleulated to answer the intended puiposA* with* 
iiuttja weighty counterbalance of evil; would necessarily lead into 
volnminotts argumentation; of which the probable result would be, 
that some are right, and some wrong, and some mixed, both in prinei- 
pleyend'in eeund poliey, and in capability of exeoutioo. *< Froseeutioos 
fernoMB profanation of the Sabbath," says Mr. Bell, (Diction, of the 
Law of Scotland, Art. Sunday,") " are now very rarely resorted to ; 
and, when absolutely necessary, they ought to be conducted with prn- 
dcnee and deliberation, and not with that mistaken zeal, which fre- 
quently eoontaraots the olgeet it haa in view*" That all such proaeen- 
tions should be conducted in the manner described, is an obvious truth. 
But the very making of the observation arose from the extreme difficulty 
of framing laws which do not mix the religious with die political, and 
of whieh the execution is not in danger of trenching on the rights of 
4eMKieoienee. The ** prudence and deliberation" are moat imperiously 
<»Ued for in the Jraming of the laws. The more prudently and deli- 
berately they are framed, and the less necessity, consequently, is left 
for the restraSniog inflnence of these virtues in proaecuting for their 
violation, the nearer are the laws to what all laws ought to be. 
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Mid^iiwif iiiMnii/lfo^#6|iiiiHiiii|i[|iti dbmi, and^fntanihg 

thgim,^wii6dk}aaahfifi n|iil«Mith kit oiaipfifadbt kfaainribim 

Attfe^wMgrUirinidtt n|iniiiw£mtaitpfl mil im 1i^ niii Romi— y 

■biniiiilimiiiiihr.iilii Jiyj oidifliidepi^OBlieaviefidnliilcilB 
lecolar aDd8tei8pMtbiiadnftot««Jbiiliitii^ 7iMfcli.fudiifiiii<He 

jnoHtvibel^nMiJ>wliiifli,)4iidy/.«i4cBdai^ ooMq ^Mjj^kik ayn- 
vinca^ iind(«dUii|ai^)Ike>'ilii^k>yed, ^xAkhouliwii^gi^iae^AHt; 
^MiiteHvatlfeb^infiHDtkMi •«£ «tk» laiiriefl^bdk'^'jIM'diMmw 

!iiiiThem)i«8iffc1ra» |loij«iitt6' ifftf c3i> ttoikwrtiMif »fc)o«AjQ on 

imtian^ •w«pali»ii» loSi^has^iAg rqi^id^Jsellii^^iliflogsttiiq; 
:g8K;»7i^-->8iidr<lKUEitea^rd8frUie ^rotnotiMM ^^oilDidlaiinM- 
eMMMTj iDtmm^tMb i^oSiaum^rima^ KiC'xtluMieiwIiofic^miie 
«tedeFoftf!l>tltefodBy km itpihiiHieia|>pBopnate>eiid,^ee0s«^- 
aiteiBii(ifijr^fli^lU'r//mitli ^re^ftediftir-^e/foniid^tlKBtoiAiiiiy 
<be7<^aoEiyt)diffletBhi^'C»Eperikieed, htlth,'WiSi^^aMmg\0itB 
]am»iiBD lag' toi «mbrBflft a|ili^iaU>!da8sc&' afi diofiieniBiuii^) 
and to <.^d* Bdtliihg>WfitJtbUli^;(Hiatb^ 
ftoMpropaitbMi<'aad^HBrteeiil»{pMidlii^,<^9d)ia^ 

Ivandkiof joflnitbdi^' atBxiiot^itfknilittmllifdEk^Aili tiiare 



•JifliiMJiwyi iaai^Midb ^a^gna■t^efcyotl^efnl^d■o)Mwitki^ 
I Ml lHg|iiilBtwii[fi^ iq»^>l^iMrfisnBdflfifib Haotmak^mA^ and 
^tinnAbiU abiftifimm tU dMsiii§i aiiianaAaffiag.a^llle 

^yiatB;>e laigfto« d<L:(yh!ergiB>aid KBipiflin j ^ ^ 

iaiiliviigAliBlkftfacul TfattaMmbbraicf <6vlr» l^pdature, bliiiniJiiHiy' 
Hibtitfwihfi]teliMgihB)Aqeifrt« i^^ ppsJraSMg^difiMitiiittkMb. 

--mlnl^ iiiiiigli(€OBripartBdity^Hey eiMclorigid^f^t^ 

Mt)irjfii^igGii«iitiJof{jAue ,boye^dIfre»da■^|jtlnyt>iIHs^K»lthe 
firiifii irifred)qtrtdtec<agi WjtilBB go mmmut yJdilWeiidfcare 

meet the exigencies of tMskasB^afA^iimssifiynHXfiiilD^ 

in pfluo<jd^HurtratiitdJa£>li9i£dttM^^e>^Uti^^ 

.laeipgwwiMAetfajHlyidklifaishi^ 

«|pp^caliDik#f^iiiiiKb'ftb tUinn4!eistlbdiiigittfitlw/«i4)>jecib^ 

4iiad'ftalf ai8^flH|Hdti pMbs ^«o[fi|Biided u^ioiiithei f mpticc^iqipi^ 

;|alitii)^oC(tlie ;i)aiiivi4dge iiai^ atqijAoeA^^mmft aae l^eiiaifBd 

f^tau^atM Ohaii«et}r>|U-wBi<»tiiare iliie^lweiitie|li^aiil>€i)the 

■lftl^jdii^)eaiifle,)ldMdt .hasiiAisMivvarediitseifiieittieDRibrecb* 

.9gBBma%LKe£[>Bda iiL>(Mieiidti<Uialii8^reiiwtitfatwwl-^«m^e<«By 

.fiiB i fi ■I wyitigi^tiatiino; (Ijfflfldtiup /#q|iidiib0 idt; n* ibob- 

• bafteBhigfbbstaoiesr^odinKtifihtiQM^ tliB|otq>iiiil 

tlid as »tli«%^ci»b^af9d)^tU wha^rtiM7>«|^ew^finr>»MSit!y 

oBib^0ftei(^[tbjAiiuif«fiai%iiii^ TMdindclmalioar<b 

■ledfliii with ,4fa»l JsiibjeetockuicB^il 

n2 
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their ayenioa to alter the Jswb ^^wiljti mJMtm, widic tkmr 
oefnpaMioa Smt tlie kb^oriiig poor^r^witk nthmflptt, 
under their appreheagiiNM of all iindne poUtml intKftr- 
mtce with x^eligioa ; — while,alMl therein too muflhrMmn 
to loftr, dnt thoro is, with a lacge proportiboii of att;4he 
three. doisesy a lisliees musonoeiii about the wiidLematleiv 
or a. desire to take and to gtw indnlgeaoey iBeeping wm 
existing statates in aheyaace, aod acting uMtder dieir ooa- 
Tenient connifaaoe. 

It is not my business to dictate to the tegislatore, or Id 
enter into legal views of the case, and propose anittbir 
and efficient enactaieBts. To this I pretend not to be 
competonL My sole object is, to ascertain ooroect pdadk 
pies. 

We, in the noriheni part of the island, are as yot hi^ 
pily free froan tiie crying evils^ prddfic of so many otheis, 
of public markets, and (fpea shops, and stalls and ha«fk«r8 
in our frequented iftreets, and Sunday travelling, by coach 
and steam, and the vending of Sunday newapapets,* 
and other sources of corruption to public morals, winoh 
are either notorious infractions of existing statutes, or 
tolerated inconsistencieB with them. These evils halve 

There are, !f I mistake not, thirteen Sanday newspapers pabliahed 
in London, of whidi upwards of 40,000 copies are openly sold, on tliKt 
day,. in SOO shops! It is aeecUMS tosay, that some of tkese pi^en 
derive their zest to the public mind, from their containing not merely 
the ordinary news of the day, but a collection of caricature and baf- 
foonery, of all the varieties of sporting intelligence, from the turf, and 
the ling, and the cock-i4t, of anecdotes (the more laughable the belttf) 
of high Mid low, of iashionable and vulgar life, mixed up, more. openly 
or more artfully, with the poison of infidelity and irreligion, in forms 
adapted to all capacities and all characters. And this is Sdndat 

KBADIlfO 1 
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risen to an enmncnig amoont of pnblio annoyanoe, and of 
moral mitMslitef, in the south. And, alas I there is an inre* 
ligioos spirit prevalent, whidb treats with indiiFerence and 
scorn eTer3r lamentation over the wrong, and every serious 
proposal of amelioration ; — a spirit which, it is to be feared, 
has, in no small degree, infected our l^islative assemblies 
th^nsdves, and which gives to the o£Fenders a disdainful 
sense of security, and enables them to treat iRrith a oare^ 
leas defiance, or a contemptuous leer, sndb as would remind 
them of the laws, and intimidate them into submission. 
And, indeed, with regard to not a few of die protecting 
penalties, being of ancient enactment, they have, in our 
tknes, become a mere mockery, and might as well have no 
existence. 

I must repeat, that the enactments, for which I plead, 
are such as regard, solely, the secfdar ends of the Sabbath, 
in winch light alone it can be a law of man, and enforced 
by human penalties. And, in this point of view, there is 
periiaps quite as much, if not even more, of difficulty, in 
regard to the amusements^ than in regard to the labour and 
the merchandise of the day. It was a singular anomaly 
in Christian legislation (so called by a miserable mis- 
nomer) when, in the century before last, the celebrated 
<' Book of Sports" was published, under the high sane* 
tion of royal and episcopal recommendation and authority, 
specifying and prescribing the amusements in which the 
good people of England might lawfully indulge on the 
liord's day. The wisdom of the first James suggested 
the scheme, and the piety of the first Charles had the 
credit of reviving it. As it was dictated by aversion to 
pnritanism, whose <^ most uncourtly strictness'' suited not 
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TW i^ nUbdlM WailciMltapMii nitmurnkmu^mi^m^ lib 

drib tl^t^Uir twttMkstkmf Md^'if «M^MftH> iPMii^ 

^^mictlA€fiiiiiBt^spi(ia&^ Md'iMipriikMttiettVf)-' 
for'tW'tiMMtfy iiid6Ijpjii«6't0ili0'<i«to«r«^^ oisAe^Mir 

ter, I leatiiy^Mi to jn^. Hdditiy0^ttttelM<4bidfcvlbe-a 
iiiidli^t>F^^&;N4»^ M^MMhlff'M: Mt^MiMitewitf Hie 
MlHiMiilK Ur tli(/tU)r;'«Hd 4;br ei«liiil^ th«^M8oiiftideiis«i 
to be UWkiiMtoidM^I^^ ol.dK 

^'sdlh^yiP Wj^Mly iMiMMtftf; ft^=^'t-e«iitii^|h|l»tt«l)i<lle 
iitf^fMt^^^ifwii tknttte w&»%lM'i;oN;rfl-^peiVUKMtiytiae 

W^limiPfttMii bli iilft DM^dHiidfty|(^ibb^iMdltf>«U9«^ior 
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rabVi»M'tb»7fflswf%4iliAlW4^ .p^fj^^W^^ 

Midi . hyfocmte^r h»cmm w* rlil^r.: ielmftft,.^,, ^g^ ^ 
Smftiirma, tiboato d«i««a 4m^ did; tbough tlmn^^'^WhllM 
s«v6m^ -Bfo^cedbimi^ in pur feinUy^ ^ And W^f^ lAlf t 

fspM6sy^iksik> MUsjrr^.tee, the - r^^der jvf^ ^4%^(f^i4U^ 
the! pipei lan d^pliiyersh w^Mdd gir^/wec ,£kHfiftif}^ j|t^, 
mo mi >i fa it m r»i li w ^ B J ^ l . Go«ie into thot^cbw^in ^.tji^ 
^nM, aiiidk«nBf%fmi4|aBtM4ro99e8,n^h 
liagt^A ttmiltJkigiB )iM4 aiisoaa'asviMHiii|iVf fP^f!SP^.RW^ 

tfo^^to iJhrd f»iMian(»aalj»fa^(fny:th^.M a|#^ 

«lKnr0<eo«U>Boti jloWiih^ lijas^wt^ in.i^iy pia^^jq^ J^J^ogt 

lstt^ttrho,l«ted a^centiiry lalerrtW^^ he i^^iu^fs f^,a^$fl^ 
.mkr^itoehi.ti fttbjeclr-^^^iTha pi?e9ei>t ;hqia^r^,of rjlj^^ 
iita«(p(lc^4e«b, p«ehap9i wwB^tQ^ 9;|M:e%atiy9a,^...% 
itdJstiviiVdifei)'^* fi|ipofptilJow^,rig9iu*iB theob^^ivvaAc^pf ^. 
Bat ililtlifi Attei^ tojrefoirtyr i^/^ iM14a viu^ly.|b9i^^- 
ter^4hat,;tbe ithanka fois^biis jure i^hiofly dm ^fiH^.^Sff^ 
flfi*it}0£ pmrtianieiil kypi9m4y» wbioh^ in.rij^la«!j( «W^1UF' 
oppaifd(laiidfdafe»leA4hQ iRiffe.attieinfIs of go^qnqy^^^i^lllo 
vegiibrt;e»{theifMrfeali<Mwi f (if . t|^ 4ay jiiy ^ju^^c^iMFH^f^Ffif - 
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ntkmal indylg^Boar'-^lA it «poa 
ihat the Juwuiii ofrnpority hanfe m mme tmrntnoB ken 
li^gduedt and linnsed, mad idbjeafeed to ndes of pofiM) 
and so, wilh certain prudential reBtricdone, taken nndv 
pnUio patrooage; and tke fame land of plea Iun fceea 
urged in vind&calioii ef tke practiee. 

I mm mot sore duit any law can be framed respediag 
amosemento on the Sabbath, except i^mmi the general 
principle, that no man, in hig mode of spending the day, 
^ihall be a distarbanee and annoyance to others. This wwd d 
lead to the interdiction and suppression of a large propw- 
tlon, if not of all sports and pastimes of an open and pvb- 
lic natnre. With regard to what is priyate, it is impoe- 
sible that laws can interfSere: and, were it possible, it 
would be beyond their legitimate province, fiven as to 
what is public, the principle can only be laid down gen- 
erally, leaving room for questions not so much of moral 
as of legal casuistry; and for special cases, in behalf of 
which pleas of exception might be put in, as being free cf 
the charge of outward disturbance or annoyance to any 
one. I say, auiward disturbance or annoyance: for I am 
at present speaking of human laws; and, were we to take 
into our definition of disturbance and annoyance, tke 
offence and grief given to the moral and religious feelings 
of the better part of the community, — ^we should, I appre- 
hend, get beyond the limits of such legislation; inasmuch 
as nothing can divest the pious bosom of this offence and 
grie^ but the tme spiritual observance of the day; — ^which, 
of course, is what no law of man can enact, or, by enact- 
ing, produce. — On this subject, as on a number of others, 
there is Uttle that can be done in the way of l^gal statute: 
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-*r4he •appceMkm mmt be die poralt of mefal mesM, in- 
deeferimigly and extanahrdy put into operation, and of the 
power of coniietent exnm^ on the part of those hj whom 
tfaoy are employed* 

Befiire prooeeding to notice theoe moral means, I may 
faacard die obaerration, Aat, with regard to the external 
observaaoe of the Sabbath, so £ir as enacted and proteoled 
by the laws of the land, it is eminendy injurious to the 
coaBranky, (setting the law of Qod out of the question,) 
wfaoa the very enactments which enjoin and protect the 
sabbarical rest are openly violated in those quarters where 
detoenoe to the laws ought most sacredly to be exempli- 
fiedi What are we to look for, as the effect in all the de^ 
sesnding grades of society, when, from time to time, in all 
the newspapers, the people read of successive cabinet coun- 
cils held on the Lord's day, without even the pretext of any 
pressing state emergency to justify it ; when they thus see 
the Sabbath, in the transactions of public as well as of pri- 
vate business, converted into a day for Baving time ; — and 
what is still worse, when they read of its being chosen as 
the day for the fesdvides of ministerial dinners, by which 
not only do the guests set at nought the law of God, but the 
fundamental principle of the law of the land is infringed, 
by the necessary employment of hundreds of hands in the 
preparation and service of sudi entertainments; and 
moreover, of Sunday pardes in high life, in their multi- 
plied variedes, more select coteries, or more numerous 
and promiscuous companies, in die first style of fashion, 
and duly puffed off to the public, in defiance of all the 
propriedes and deoencies of the day of rest \ — ^when they 
read of these and of all the other ways, in wluoh the very 
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infiractioii:— wli«t,o|JMjrpaBa #B<td hiklfiwrM ikM Piftjti 
i«iik».betoir (< tlntiiiifaMn ibbiiM;!!!!^! ihmim^itkm wU 

lwiiii49^die>Mile«otftkB'iDOt?" i' hHv/ .^ni^n'^id oniVib bin 

•fUrteiAliheqiiiigt of ^Mi^diip^ .bmii MfOMMMM Ot mmM'd 
o«iin^ibb4«<the«B<eatirelyi' l^tMoihiliiiie 4|cifa0lkMf. 

f«g iiofy*:'«|id i^noRilmlnfvvf^^ 

li6.<»iTbM#ii«ioag1it tiiiM ouviMnef ^Jmaktiiwaa^n^MBCidM 
MidMVottt^' «o j w»— uUi, ^ -it*iiiJbifi'<tiiiK*^' HiMiiiiiiilMf 

HhK) Ii)^ tto exteouon oC itHitol-<g^ ^pii'itaiJiflMi iji fji^ ye 
^kffrtm tlie Aarae<«r<#f 'dieioiMiiynilyn inmt8«hhaii»ii 

ldi*<iMMtiBtfBb<tiial^i«Mi'iaibed tA^ ^oiiy^ eflj B rtiii ^itrayiif 
imMMwiiig th» aBiboat ol il»irig4|tinidi8enp^Hd^ 
iMNi^ 'id^tlM} dtlRisiaii^f iig^i?<prmnple.'Hij" Heteqi^Yf iliM», 
^H'tVfad<*eaaem^ ■oarerft^^y»Wid .cuuioti:l4B|-«ligigad 
in <iMllratii"HieKi tmly i condnqM^e t<oi)4hii4;gf»todinrfiqne»> 
and Wth«nglol*yt*of Ood, ihmikLnhMgm^'foi^wmtmtM 
felidHMtMitiifef 'Araand «^:^aiidir>4liieiJfo#piu-nfi thote 
prnid|ptaM«#«nie godUMMH vdudioiritt cdbuaMen^^lMi- 
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fbm mdm^»itnmKi tliaMt.tlii8;^aMnidMtlnHDi»tli»..meanii:of 
pWBjgdtigidplipiiitnril adebnKtioiiii>f>'tli»)4am*iiiiiktei|li« 

pi<M0IBIIHniMS*Ot>i[pltotIWl>pll^ 

and divine blessing, which it brbgA't^riithafimib-^vMHwl 
m mtrnfmrnf belnnvbiilaD for ^«BoliQg- i^«igt#»Fckdb!tor- 
nBto^«fi|ti« dta^-fAnd'Minrfaig^rtQi'iiiidividuils 4ttid Ao^dha 
muBiirtwkj^^iH o>riilttP*dT{«itogiee.?We»wn|iIoyAepi^ wh in 
WBitahibitiwAitnpgeai tkta Yeihut ofiik^aitm^ivwKUgeM^mhm 
We mhmw tod^fnfiiridiial, and shifw to tbespmofc^ijof'^lie 
OHHiliuiie^ 'wlult.bflnefitB,!' even of ra<t«n|iOfal 4iind^twiU 
ittisedt]KliiiBttel£fsnd to soeietjyfipomiitdueflilil^^ 
iiTOwir1y«day»|rfl«reat. niWe mfy'Ai»««teiyt sttifHralaMcial ki<- 
lbulnoe^^4ilvfHi^>.^ ncidiiunf h^tk ofv0el£<l«^voitl£nd (of 
f Bll a piiMin wvLicgil tenaDtieats sad-mwd ]neaBa<in^ke 
b0KigiAiiliinl^Knatiotii4ogedier.' i{»ii^iild Ivy iikidomhmt^ 
a^g oikyjJi iMaMmj hqwlinori that tiie imore^of - tlioi latteriMld 
th»ftwi»1dPlMfoi3n«r/iioi anich* Aatqtt«r.Ti-.Whc>i weMn^ 
Ofad lrffi»Hral»iierin% w« effBoti'Oiik'>Qb}o«^'iipt(ori]r!ttiiMh 
mAre^ agBtiCMt bl)^, batMniiich)niiiiiartborougU)i»andfduiwMi]f». 
Th^diffi»^Ma:is/]ike tfaM h^tmeeiAmAuHimgitik^minidii 

glBii&ihg ! it Mb)r the vtiinrori > pfi rAa 1!o4m-*;W«v niiyv icbadk 

SabhatJi-pmafanatkifi, fidKexan^k^^^'^a i^ofm>o£iitj4liat 

iainoiimfiiUflpjabiiadaat^>bif.ahnldng;fiibHc^ 

dhim flHrHoe, jBidiaifilibpjcertete if>^dftod/'bDf^4:raiidhTn& 

flMi|M throi^^fusribcalbmagjflftrdfMi^Tii^^ 

dniti^ffiuMdlT^bx \kmiiMat .ayiteltio^jlhselNnii^ftiiid 



vigUaaoe, ud fina, mad priTftIm flf UtfOMa* a«d olkor 
means of intimidatiiif Mlf-iataKett aad -wwrnng flontor 
nuaj. ToaeertainezltntwesMy oooeedL Baft toflli 
MMiM senre to tiriiig into emrdie » ^omtor^iystem «f 
witdifiilwew, audi deoeptioB, and fidaehood and pcijviy, 
and Ittibeiy and common, by whidk in niaiiy i^^ 
the atriflteat jurvajflbmca of magisterial dnty will bs 
etadad 9— especially aa it is impossible tbat aoch amrfil- 
laaoe shoold be at all times equally on the alflits*--<and »M 
is, besides, engendered, by the difficulty and invidi' 
of drawing the line of distinotioii betwseen siwh 
houses and houses of refreshment of a sconewhat higher 
order it may be, which are not subjected tojthia rigoroui 
si^erintaideaoe. While, therefiuie, as we ooiuseiva, Hm 
geneeal principle of human laws on this subject perfectly 
warrants, in the cases in questi<m, the intesrfermice <tf tfa» 
magistrate ; inasmuch as, no satis&otory reason can weU 
be assigned why the sale of intoxicatang liquors shoaM 
be tolerated on the Lord's-day, while the sale of all othiyr 
artades, saire medicines, is interdicted. Yet it is, in ev&rf 
respect, an incomparably more desirable method of chesbr 
ing and dcHug away this kind, and this prolific sownoe 
of other kinds, of Sabbath-profimatioa, to put down, by 
the use of moral means, the intemperance itself which ii 
the maintenance of those Sunday haunts and nurseries of 
profligacy, — as well as the inlet to so vast a proportion of 
the yioe and crime, the discord and the wretchedness, 
with which tiie lower caste of society so fearfully teems. 
Aud, without discussing at present the merits and demeriti 
of tempeeance societies, I must be allowied to aay m their 
befaai^ diat dieir oldest is one of thf meat important 
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the mindtif Ohrittiia, of patriot, or oi philMithrO' 
pill GtiiiNNitenipkto; ihatihegeiienlpniieiple on wkidi 
tfaef mee f oii]idod,-*-wliick is, subsCutbUy, the i^plicatiMi 
of eomhind emmple to the accompliehment of «b ^mi 
wAoA imdMioA and inmlated extaafiLt hat utterly &iM 
ef «flfectnig,—- 46 capdble of the gimf^st and most miM&a- 
tory juitifiDation $»-that, whatever ofojections may he e»- 
tertamed agvtfnflt'yiem, and be felt snffieieat by individiiak 
to prevent tbcdr «elniaUy joining them, I cannat imagine 
hair tmy Christian, as a friend to morality, to the true 
intttfeets nf lya comtry, and to the personal and social 
hsppilMSB of his £ettow-«ien, can regard them with indif- 
#M«iio^ or Aui to wish them God-speed ; — and for this 
iiNHon amongst others, that their saoeess wiM contrilrate, 
in -Ao small degree, to dimimsh the proiftination, and to 
INromote ihe sober «nd serious observaBoe, of the Lard's 
dny* Fbr sorely, the consideration is fearful, that the 
Sabbathidioidd be the great tippling day^ — a day of greater 
iMihiess and profit to the dram-drinking houses of which 
I havebeea speaking, than all tibe olher days of the wedc 
togedierl 1^^ being the mdbodK^y ianct, every step 
Iwwards the suppression of intemperanoe is equally a step 
to the cure if£ Sabbath*pro£uiation. They are sins that 
mutually produce and cherish each other. 

But neither the relinquishment of intanpennce^ nor 
the sdber church-going observance of tibe Sabbath, will 
sirra fihe soul. Still, therefore, let us bear in mind, that 
the first and »ost im portant description of moral means is 
the promotion of Ihe knowledge and belief of the goqiel. 
ESvwry thh^ short of this, however useful and dAsirable, 
is yet deficient* It is something to gain men firom iaitaaah 
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penuiee;it w Bomelhiiig W bring iJ^rn^ from iijpeiidiag 
8 m bb> ll i.m A(»&|d(i!orii«}.Ae<al0rkcHiaB^ lOi i|Kmd.it ia 
ohoivti, M<iiit^ boiOA >-«-b«t it k not en^^ llim,hmi 
may etilLlKi.mrafleTffiedr the sins of the' life umfm^mtfi; 
•fMl ttho/foii) in jeopfordy of perdition* .We!do t»i» ]Mk 
th«i%ii»lth€Ogh that which wedo ui goodfr^wiltm*Widmi^ 
fine,TOiu attoitioB to the former oii9ee|ikr..iW«<«npst»il» 
fenhen ' Intemperance and 8abbathrhineaki|ig iJMiretiii 
aonrcei Like other sins, they are itre»a»9.&om »6>ni|jrwn 
We wnst go to the foonuin. Oar ^psmA mk mna^ll^li» 
Ueal the wajkeni there* We nuut ntwail t ^ha ^piopeyiiw 
fOi<eTiLby that truth which is ^^ thet-poweniOfr-fiMltnailf 
sf^atABOiu-' If} through theblessbg ofitOod^ nfetWfijoted 
(in- bci^gAng that truth to bear upon the . wd .desix^^iMid 
,paaBions.4f. the heart, so as to subdue it< to; duastitweihafe 
gained every thing we could wish. . We ^ensiifia^olNru^ 
and $abbatbJ(eeping, and every other pfactioaliHirtuf^liy 
tntrodttcing the principle of them i»]L •MlWhereasri'tf ^wb 
,k(i^ working merely at the motires/tol^inpofianeB, afidito 
outward church-going decorum on tbeiiSnoday^-tliei^fiM- 
dlict . of our. sueoessfuL assiduity ma^ • h^ )n^» tmone \ itfaiui a 
.aalf-righteouB formalist, who may haire. .gained >muQhf>Air 
ttfia oemfort of this life^ but littla(Mr nothing fcrrtho/lifoilo 
epme— *Let us seek, thenj by idl means tint Mir poiireniilo 
make known the truth of God,i-*bath by penmadingiiii^ 
^to come and hear it, and by eaflrryfngiit.to.thiew^«and 
:lfec(nni|iending it to their attention and do ttmirtrVelievi]^ 
^IWHsei^fmkGe.r , This is the ahortesi, the most direoti^anA-tke 
mq«A; <9^ec|3ial way, to the attainment of itott e«iri>end8. 
«<MajketJpa(9^>believ««] and you>make.ithem7^-«ob^ rig^ 
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But wliikf thi8'k'tni6,4'ido-tiot mean that we should 

not enrplojr all* otiM»' «nbor<ltbB«6' and -aiudliaA^ meftlttidA of 

reii^yning tlife'>{MPOfB^tion-'aftd Bn<»miw^ing^ite 

rawWiyf tke Saihbath.«^Traots skeold he ^ofbb^ty xin^- 

IMA, wot only ifeontaining gospel truth;: but din^otly^iMtiing 

A»y(ifa'Y)k0U!atnre, the oUigation, and the benefitB/(>d^^ 

luid'C^etmlar/privnto and public,) of the 8abbftth,'ad'«inad^ 

for* OMb/^w and t^ofnt^ining' in its institntton an ^v idttito of 

lh<» i^Mik& goodnesft^^j-^in our great; totnis; too^iiuclv instr- 

t^t^Mis^ns^ ^fe> Olasgow* City MiMion;«'toe of adntlriiVTe 

iililt^yifoifistqiprMmig the profanation; tNtd pnnMoting 

tibA^Jcfhsehrano^'dP the Lord's day; the* -agists/ ioti'sueh 

tetitalion6,iin*th^ir'^ visits of memsy^^fedibg tlM^^^lt^y 

flMongsirthe Very classes of the popolatk>n-^hi^t<er^^'eVil 

most ' afiPei^gly < pre^Fuils, and bringing dif'^etfy to- hear 

npOK theitt'dl'the inoral and spiritual mebbs.^ ite«iO)^i«^ 

4iloni'^(TlMt'( Christian who professes tnxi^ ^'{Hfomij^ 

i^yerenee 'fe^^ihe Sistbbath^ acts inost incobt^istently idth 

hiJii^ofesMott^tif'he'frithholdshiscountenaneeBnd support 

ftiom^sttch'afasoetation^; ' 

■likkid O-Mel 'OhHstittHs remember; how much may he 
done^ ^of em^ 'or of g^M^d, bif tkeir &tdtnpk: < i ' w6tiM press 
ihidjiwith afl earnestness, upon' their tttiiention. It is of 
far-^mone importance' than they are 'generally aware. 
.ThekO'Urgood reason to fear; that no ^mall portion Of the 
pvolanaiCiDn of th^ Bfohhath wbtch Christkihd lament,- owes 
its origin to laxity *in tbe 'conduct Of ihany''#hO''hete'i^e 
preltMsion» of the** gospel. Christians ^ -not^'^tiffi^ienfly 
^comider, whiit ildvantage* the* world are -^et^e^'^^oMe to 
talce of^every thing in their oonduct^^iat^^ctth<'M4II*be 
construed into allowance of what they th^ibsfltes w^i/h to 
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]^rseli0e;--Jioir miiAfmrtberik* cfvilivf their ^^ 
ikm the good»— fe—i WirdiglBfc — Mfcjyinia •Xli^pirt 
of aeaiiittheyin]14edao«ftwiik and: l i ee nti b m 
fihnrely, thk ought to make ChrietuuMt exfw^edingly 
and etremiiqiect. When ihey fad theig f Twipla fmm m 
what they may ooneet^e to be, in kad^and at they pn»* 
tiae it, inaoceat, j^eaded in behalf of iadalgmieaa £w b#f 
yond the harmless limit whidi they have eet to theaBMelfii 
— it becomes their dnty to exeraaa'adf-deBia^ aad^ 
although they may conceiye it, and jastly ooBoeiye it»i a 
hardship, that the perrerseness of odiers shaidd depim 
them of a liberty in which Grod and eonaeienee da ael 
oondeiBB them, yet, since God and coaaeaenoe da ml 
reqfoire them to take the liberty, and no prkiciple, thetsa* 
fore, is yiolated or ccmpromised in its reiiiiqniflhjMal» 
Ihere can be no hesitation as to the path of dnly» if by 
their walking on the brink of a pracipiGe, the lesnk ii 
that others fdl orer it, will they, fbr Ae sake of dkewiag 
their lib^ty, persist m keeping near the ei^e^ and disdaia 
the consequences ? — << When I first attended se riou sl y Is 
religion," says Mr. Scott, the jnsdy renerated oomnflB" 
tator, << I used sometimes, when I had a journey to pei* 
form on the next day, to ride a stage in the evening, after 
the service of the Sabbath; and I trust my time on hone- 
back was not spent unprofitably. But I soon founds tksl 
this famished an excuse to some of my parishioners, for 
employing a considerable part of the Lord's day in joof* 
neys of bnsiness or convenience. I need not say, that i 
immediately abandoned the practice." On the saaie 
principle ought Christians ever to act, even m things ef 
still less qasatloiiable harmlessiiess than theprasticc hers 
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It if ttot for ms to My, ** If men wiil penrert 
mud abciM our eabunple, we eannot help it ; the &i:dt is 
tkeir ^nm, and let them take the ecmse^ences." This is 
MPt "iktB benevolent spirit of the goepeL O I what is any 
little liberty of ours, however harmless, when compared 
wilii ^ttomiraging fellowHsinners in their worldly and aelf- 
deetrerpBg conraet* Buoh sacrifiees are not once to be 
Bttmedk Life shonld not be dear to ns, when the staice 
to- be wmt by its forfeiture is — the souls of men* 

het Christian parents inculcate upon the minds of their 
childreli, from their earliest years, reverence for the cby 
ofCUHl, as a part of that << fear of the Lord,'' which is 
** the beginning of wisdom ; '* and let them carefully ex-> 
en^iify it before their ftmilies, in their own habitual 
ptaotice. Let them attend to this, not only for the sake 
of their children, but for the sake of the benefit to others 
ftom their children's example. If, in this matter, per^- 
simal example is valuable, domestic example is, if possi^ 
ble^ still more so. It is in families, in an especial manner, 
that^he reverence of the Lord's Sabbaths must be main- 
tained, and transmitted to future generaticms. If, in the 
fhailies of any of Gk>d's people, there appear an undue 
relaxation of the holy, but kindly, discipline of the domes- 
tic Sabbath, other Christian families will speedily catch 
the infection,— *the children pleading and cluming the 
tame indulgence, and the parents gpradually yielding to 
the claim. The domestic example, too, like the personal, 
will be abused by the semi-diristian, and by the sober 
worldling, as a sanction for much more unfettered licence ; 
till the sacredness of the day comes to be lost, and its 
salutary restraints thrown entirely away. Awake> awake, 
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my breihreiij to the danger. Let not the domestic Sab- 
bath, in any of your fiEunilies, be undiBtingiiishable £rom 
other days ; but be it the resolution of every one of yon, 
in the strength of promised grace, << As for me, and my 

HOUSE, WE WILL SERVE THE LoRD I " 

And let churches also do their duty. If it be a kw oi 
God, that the Sabbath be hallowed, the breach of thit 
law should not, any more than the breach of others, be 
allowed to pass unnoticed and uncensured. I am aware^ 
when I say so, of the difficulty that may sometimes be 
experienced, in defining the limits of the law, and deter- 
mining in what cases, and to what extent, its prohibiitfy 
enactments have been violated. But the law does no(f in 
this respect, stand alone. There are cases of nice andddi- 
cate casuistry, in regard to other laws, as well as in regard 
to this. But the occurrence of these cannot, in any 
case, affect the great general principle, that every church 
of Christ is bound to see to it that his laws be duly ob- 
served; and, among the rest, that his own day be beoooi- 
ingly sanctified in the personal and domestic conduct of 
its members, — ^that the flagrant neglect of its public or- 
dinances, or its private duties, be not permitted, without 
expostulation, admonition, and, if contumaciously persisted 
in, even exclusion ; and that, in this, as in other respects, 
tlie members should mutually and faithfully watch 
over one another, — not in the spirit of prying curiosity 
and intermeddling officiousness, but of humble and affec- 
tionate interest in each other s spiritual prosperity, and 
earnest solicitude for the glory of Christ, and the purity 
and growth of his kingdom. 
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This subject has beeo, tliroughout, of a nature so directly 
practical, that I do not feel it necessary to enlarge in^the 
way of what is usually cidled improvement. There is one 
point, however, which I conceive to be of essential import- 
ance, for preventing all self-deception in any of my hear- 
ers, and so of delivering' my own soul from the guilt of 
their blood. The point to which I advert is, the neces- 
sity of considering the observance of the Sabbath, not 
as a mere insulated duty, but as a test of character. 
I know nothing more important than this. The manner 
in which yon spend your Sabbaths is an index to the state 
of your hearts towards God. It affords a fstir and satis- 
Ikotory criterion of the security or the danger of your 
present condition, and of your prospects for eternity. This 
is a fight, indeed, in which we ought to regard every par- 
ticular description -of trespass. We have but done our 
work by halves, when we have convinced any one that he 
has been wrong in this particular, and have even induced 
him to reform. We wish every one, whose conscience 
tells him that he has been profaning or neglecting his 
Sabbaths, idling or secularizing their sacred hours, to carry 
his self-examination a little deeper. This is not a mere 
<lefect in his character, requiring to be remedied. It is one 
among many indications that his << heart is not right with 
God ; " that he is yet unrenewed in the spirit of his mind. 
— We do not caU upon him, therefore, merely to set about 
amending this defect, and doing better for the ftiture : — we 
call upon him to lay to heart the solemn words of the 
Saviour — " Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man 
be bom again, he cannot see the kingdom of God ! '* There 
is something more necessary for sinful creatures, — crea- 

o 
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tiires who have not merely broken puticiilar precepts, bat 
whose nature it in a state of opposition to the very prin- 
ciples of the divine law, — a state of ^' enmity against (jod," 
— ^there is something more necessary for such creatures, than 
the mere relinquishment of this or the other evil, and jfche 
performance of this or the other duty. There must be « 
change of heart. The divine promise must be fulfilled, 
<< A new heart will I give you, and a new spirit will- 1 pnt 
within you ; and I will take away the stony heart out of 
your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh.'' Without 
this, the mere external reformation of a particular fiudt 
may leave you as far from God as ever. It will be . hot 
whiting the sepulchre. It will be but giving the.i^pect 
of life to death ; ci^ouring the cheek of the corpse, whjik 
no vital pulse beats in the heart. Let a man's reputation 
be ever so high, for sobriety, integrity, and. charity, as 
these virtues are understood in the world: his heart maj 
ittill be under the dominion of a deep-seated ungodliness. 
God may not be in all his thoughts. And of the continn- 
ance of this alienation from Grod, there cannot be. a more 
direct and conclusive indication than want of reverence 
for the Lord's day ; an evil, indeed, which, from its nature, 
CAH never stand alone : it will invariably be found in union 
with the neglect of other duties that are properly religious, 
and especially of those private exercises of personal devo- 
fioh, in which the renewed soul finds its chief delight. 
Men may think little of it. They may not class Sabbath- 
k^ing among the virtues. They may think, and thej 
may say, that if they g^ve every man his due, no one has 
a right to interfere with the use wluch they make of their 
time. Be it so. But has not God this right ? What 
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if He shall remind you, that the time has been his, not 
yonrs? — ^that you have been alienating from him what 
should have been spent to his glory ; aad| while you have 
been boasting of giving every man his due, have been, in 
this and in many other things, withholding his due from 
Him ? — and what, too, if he should add to this the charge 
of ingratitude, m that you have ungenerously abused his 
goodness, in perverting to other purposes the tii^e given 
you by him, for attending to your best and highest inter- 
ests ? Say what you will of it, your neglect and pro- 
fimation of his day is one of the clearest signs that your 
hearts are not his ; and that all your boasted vii:^ues are 
destitute of the very first principle of whatever deserves 
the name. Yon must be << renewed in the spirit of your 
mind." The << love of God must be shed, abroad in your 
hearts." While it is otherwise, your very ylrtues are 
ungodly. They cannot find acceptance with him, whose 
first requisition is, that the heart be given to, hi^^self. 
This, and this alone, will sanctify your virtues.. ..It will 
put God into them. And you wiU then make it manii;e»t 
that they are fulfilled from a new principle, by associating 
with your duties- to men those higher duties,«r^]Mchii be- 
fore you left ont of account in the estimate of yo.ur .phar- 
acter, but which now you see to be entitled tp ,ikp fifst 
place, — the duties you owe to Grod. Then, in the private 
and public exercises of devotion, you will come to Hiin 
as your << exceeding joy." Deeply sensible that your pro* 
fianation of his day has not been the mere omission of a 
duty, but an awftil result and indication of the alienation 
of your hearts from Himself, you will bewail the precious 
time you have lost, implore forgiveness through the aton- 
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ing blood of Us Sod, 9md wmk hie g^raoeto redem the 
pocife hj tbo fiHtbfiii improfTODait of Uio fbtHre. * Thm 
willyoQwadentend and foel dio full iniqiaii of Aoloctr- 
*< The Sabbath was made roR bcak ." Yoa- wiU oaotk 
love of God in it. Yon will feel it a priTilegct aadl i 
p ieua ofo ; and yon will keep it, with joy and penevoriif 
eoDstaney, as at onoe a testimony for God, and a mesv 
of benefit to your own souls. Yonr Sabbadis on eartk 
will give yon foretastes of the eyeiksting Sabbath of faes- 
ren, and wiU make yon progressiyely meet for its hoLj 
exercises and joys. The man who relishes not 6od'« 
Sabbaths here, is deceiving himself, if ever he taUcsaliiii 
hope of heaven. He may call by this name some YOgut 
undefined expectation of a heaven of his own>.Jb«t tfe 
heaven of the Bible, the only existing heaven, is not ibi 
object of his hope ; for the blessings which are to ^taasti'- 
tnte its felicity, are not the objects of his desire; ind 
we can never hope for that which we r^ard with disUiDe 
and aversion. He who has no enjoyment in eommmikm 
with God on earth, has not a heart to enjoy heavoL tf 
to such a man the Sabbath of a day be a weariness, wliat 
vronld be the Sabbath of eternity ? 

It is a striking thought of the poet,* tJiat the man who 
has attained his seventieth year has hved tern ^&xr9{f Sab- 
batkg. Let all my hearers remember, that in every period 
of Hfe there is the same proportion. Let them seriously 
ask themselves, how they have been nsing the sabbatical 
time wilh which a long-suffraiBg God has been favouring 
them ; and what aooount they wiQ be able to give of it 

• G#abAm. ' 
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to Hifliy ia the day of final aooount and retribution. If 
Jikherto yon have been wa»tittf^ it, O waite ao more of 
it^-^not another hour ;*~it is preciotis. Let thig Tery day 
1m the beginning of a change* Now, even now, let your 
preparation- commence for the everiasting Sabbat And 
how, do you ask me, is it to be begun ? There is bnt one 
wmy: — by ooming to God, as sinners c<mscioas of gnilt and 
impBTity, feeling their helplessness, and seekii^ fitaiess 
for hearen, through the peace-speaking blood <^ the Lamb^ 
and the renewing grace of the Spirit. You must, with 
entire self-rennnciation, make Him the ground of your 
eanfidente, who ^* finished his work, and entered into his 
■eat;'' and yon must look to the fulness that is in fiCun, 
itit the isq^irituBl supplies that are needful to ^< stablish you, 
attd keep you from eril," and to bring you to his heavenly 
kiBf^dom. 

And, CSiristians, -—mark your duty. Mark the apostle's 
I»aetical improvement of this subject to you. It is con- 
tained in Heb. iv. d — 11. " There renudneth, therefore, 
a SabbathfJceeping to the pec^le of God; fior he that 
is altered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own 
works, as God did from his. Let us labour, therefore, to 
enter into that rest," (the rest into which Jesus has entered) 
<< lest any man fall after the same example ci unbelief." 
And what is this labour ? It is" the work of faith : " — ^it is 
^< the labour oi love.'' It is the persevering effort of prac- 
tical service, of which £uth and love are the principles and 
springs. It is not the labour of proud self-confidence, as 
if heaven were to be won by any merits of your own ; it 
IS the labour of humble dependance on grace, through the 
merits of the Redeemer. Your faith worketh by love. 
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You '< Ihre to him who died for you, and roieei 'iigiiin ^ 
knowing, on the same authority, both that^'t>y grace ye 
are saved," and that << without holiness n6 man smill 
see the Lord." The labour, and the £nal reeniliC^aTC 
both described, in animated terms, by the 'a^kii^e 
Peter:* — "And besides this, giving all diligence,* 'ii^ 
to your faith, fortitude ; and to fortitude, knowledge i^'iaii 
to knowledge, temperance ; and to temperance, paifclitde'; 
and to patience, godliness ; and to godliness, brotherly- 
kindness; and to brotherly-ldndness, charity. For if tfiese 
things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye sfidl 
neither be idle, nor unfruitful, in the knowledge ia^^ovi 
Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh these thii^ is 
blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that'ne 
was purged from his old sins. Wherefore the rather,' 
brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election 
sure ; for if ye do these things, ye shall never fs31 : for so 
an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into 
the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ." There, in that " everlasting kingdom," the pre- 
paratory Sabbaths of earth shall be exchanged for the 
perfect rest, and purity, and joy, of the eternal Sabbath 
of heaven. And the greater the difficulties, the 'severer 
the trials, the fiercer the conflicts, through which they 
have passed in this world, the sweeter, from the power of 
contrast, will be the experience of that endless rest. Rest 
is sweet to the labouring man after the fatigues of a toil- 
some day: — rest J is sweet to the soldier, when peace 
returns, after the hardships and perils of a long and har- 

• S Pat L 5^11. 
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assing; campaign : — so will tbe rest of heaTen be isweet to 
the lat>orio^s servant and faithful soldier of Jesus Christy 
iF^hen, having << fought a good fight, and finished his 
otiors^^ and kept the faith/' he << enters into peace.'" The 
i^embraivce of the toils and dangers, the 8u£Ferings and 
■CMTOWs of time, will contribute to give an enhanced zest 
to the repose of eternity. " What are these which are ' 
afxavefl in white robes? and whence came they? — 
These arQ they who came ont of great tribulation, and 
have washed their robes and made them white in the 
Up^ of .the Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne 
of God, and serve him day and night in his temple : and 
he that sitteth pn the throne shall dwell amoncr them, 
T^ev .shall himger no more, neither thirst any more ; 
neither shall, the sun ^ight on them, nor any heat. For 
the Lamb, which is in the midst of the throne, shall feed 
them^ and i^hall lead them nnto living fountains of waters : 
and Crod shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.'' * 
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